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“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching 
as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus 
knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to 
die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching op-
portunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know 
him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus 
shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want 
to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he chal-
lenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal 
and natural order of things. This should not surprise 
us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the 
opposite of what one would expect. When the truth is 
hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We can-

not do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, 
the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal 
death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Je-
sus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.  
 
 
We Want Peace, but God’s Word Divides  
 
Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus warns 
against undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of greed. 
This week, Jesus exposes the folly of worry, even when faced with the prospect of hav-
ing a shortage of earthly wealth. This week might be the bigger challenge! When it 
seems we lack providence or protection for our daily lives, it can be hard to avoid wor-
ry. But Jesus focuses us. He points to creatures that do not labor or toil, yet are daily 
fed and clothed. Even more Jesus points to our Father who promises to give us the 
heavenly treasures of his kingdom. Jesus assures us that Father will throw in needed 
earthly possessions as well. We can pursue heavenly treasure wholeheartedly, confi-
dent that our Father knows all we need.  
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, August 14, 2022 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 
Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 

 
This morning we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper. It is a supper established by Jesus 
for his disciples. St. Paul further states that the supper is an expression of a oneness of 
belief and faith. If you are not a member of the WELS or ELS, we ask that you please 
speak with the pastor before coming to the altar. Thank you. 
 
Serving Today 

Lay Liturgist  Chris Ragner 
Accompanist  Charla Buldhaupt 
Streaming  Zach Bacon 
Bible Study  Chris Ragner 

 
The Service  Setting One      pg 154  
 
Hymns 
Sermon Focused Living: Earthly Wealth  Luke 12:13-21 
 

  
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

 
Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer Pastor@lhelc.org (515) 771-5111 

Opening Hymn O Holy Spirit, Enter In 590  

Hymn of the Day The Will of God is Always Best 838 

Distribution Hymn (s) What is This Bread 
O Lord, We Praise You 

665 
673 

Closing Hymn May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 928 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   August 14—21 
 
Today  9:00 am   Worship w/Communion 
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
         

Saturday 9:00 am  Basic Bible Christianity  
 

Sunday 9:00 am      Worship  
     Rev. Roger Neumann (Grace, Oskaloosa) 

   10:25 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class 
      

 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday: 

Isaiah 66:18-24, Hebrews 12:18-24, Luke 13:22-30 
 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his peo-
ple. Please keep these members and families in your prayers.  
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 

Ukraine 
Dylan and Ursula Heuer expecting in October 
Zach and Rylee Bacon expecting in November 
Ken Gibb recovery from lung transplant 
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Gospel Acclamation

 

 

Gospel   Luke 12:49-53 )EHV) 

 “I came to throw fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already ignited. 
50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is finished! 51Do 
you think that I came to bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 
52Yes, from now on there will be five divided in one household: three against two, 
and two against three. 53They will be divided: father against son, and son against fa-
ther; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against 
her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 
Be seated / The Service continues on page 162 with the Hymn of the Day 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come 
into your presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth 
may always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what 
you have promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading   Jeremiah 23:23-29 (EHV) 
 Am I a God who is only nearby, declares the L , and not a God far away? 
24Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the L . Do I 
not fill heaven and earth? declares the L . 
 25I have heard what the prophets who prophesy lies in my name have said. 
They say, “I have had a dream! I have had a dream!” 26How long will this be in the 
hearts of these lying prophets? These prophets proclaim the fantasies of their own 
hearts. 27They think they can make my people forget my name with the dreams 
each one tells his neighbor, the way their fathers forgot my name because of Baal. 
28Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream. But let the one who has my word 
speak my word faithfully. What has chaff to do with grain? declares the L . 29Is 
not my word like a fire? declares the L , and like a hammer that breaks a rock in 
pieces? 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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4A Answer Me When I Call Psalm 4A 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Answer me when I / call to you, 
    my / righteous God. 
Give me relief from / my distress; 
    have mercy on me and / hear my prayer.   Refrain 
  
Tremble and / do not sin; 
    when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be / silent. 
Offer the sacrifices of the / righteous 
    and trust / in the L .    Refrain 
 
Many, L , are asking, “Who will bring us pros- / perity?” 
    Let the light of your face / shine on us. 
In peace I will lie / down and sleep, 
    for you alone, L , make me dwell in / safety. 
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Helen L. Wright Text: Public domain Tune: © 1986 Westminster John Knox Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Setting: © 2011 Faith Alive 
Christian Resources. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-722518 
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  Second Reading Hebrews 12:1-13 (EHV) 

 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
get rid of every burden and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run with pa-
tient endurance the race that is laid out for us. 2Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, 
who is the author of our faith and the one who brings it to its goal. In view of the joy 
set before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of God’s throne. 3Carefully consider him who endured such hostili-
ty against himself from sinful people, so that you do not grow weary and lose heart. 

 4You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in your fight 
against sin. 5Have you also forgotten the encouragement that addresses you as 
sons? 

 My son, do not regard the Lord’s discipline lightly, 
 and do not become weary of his correction. 
 6For the Lord disciplines the one whom he loves, 
 and he corrects every son he accepts. 
 7Endure suffering as discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. Is there a son 

whose father does not discipline him? 8If you are not disciplined (and all of us have 
received it), then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9In addition, we have 
earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we respected them. Should we not submit 
even more to the Father of the spirits and live? 10They disciplined us for a little while, 
according to what seemed best to them, but God disciplines us for our good, so that 
we may have a share in his holiness. 11No discipline seems pleasant when it is hap-
pening, but painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness for those 
who have been trained by it. 
 12Therefore strengthen your weak hands and feeble knees, 13and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated but rather 
healed. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 


