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Forward in Christ - August 2022 
The August issue of Forward in Christ is available now.  
Find it  at forwardinchrist.net.  
 
Some highlighted articles include the following: 
Pg 10: How does God define faith? Jeremiah Gumm discusses the first verse of He-
brews 11 and the comfort that it provides in our uncertain world.  
Pg 18: The month’s “My Christian Life” looks at how a man’s faith gives him 
strength even when he faces a devastating cancer diagnosis.  
Pg 26: Do you worry? Aaron Bublitz tackles this tough topic, encouraging us to bring 
our concerns to our Savior who cares for us.   
 
Voters Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the July 17 Voters meeting are available by the mailboxes. 
Next voters meeting is Sunday, October 16 
 
Outreach Updates 
Zach Bacon recently updated our social media presence.  
Our social platforms are listed below for your reference: 
 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMua80WhNDV70BltEZNkUsg 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorwdsm 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranc/ 
TikTok:  https://www.tiktok.com/@beautifulsaviorlutheran?lang=en 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, August 7, 2022 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 

 

Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 
 

 
Serving Today 

Lay Liturgist  Andrew Wagner 
Accompanist  Teresa Ennen 
Streaming  Justin Christian 
Ushers   
Bible Study  Andrew Wagner 

 
 
The Service  Setting One      pg 154  
 
Hymns 

Sermon Focused Living: Earthly Wealth  Luke 12:13-21 
 
  
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 

Opening Hymn Christ Is Our Cornerstone 914  

Hymn of the Day This is the Threefold Truth 824 

Sermon Hymn By Faith 868 

Closing Hymn Precious Lord, Take My Hand 835  

9 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
New Member Course      August 20 
Third Saturdays, 9 am—Noon 
July 16, August 20, September 17, October 15 
 
The lessons from “Basic Bible Christianity” go through the basic teachings of the 
Bible. Completion of the courses prepares someone to become a member of our 
congregation. It is also a great refresher for current members. Invite a friend to join 
you on these four Saturdays. Meet at Beautiful Savior Lutheran. 
 
Catechism Class       August 25 
Thursdays   4:30—5:30 
 
K-Group        August 25 
The monthly Out-to-Dinner group is open to all and meets at 6:30 pm at a local res-
taurant.   Contact Carolyn Stroh for details (location tbd) 
 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame!     August 28 
Sunday, August 28, Iowa Cubs vs. St. Paul Saints at 1:08 pm. $8 per person. Age 3 
and younger don’t need a ticket. Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Last day to 
sign up is August 14. 
 
Sunday School Rally Day      September 11 
Watch for more details from Kathy Peterson 
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A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the trav-
el narrative.” This lengthy section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus 
“resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (v. 51). While there are many events and side trips 
that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly stresses that nothing is going 
to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem, where he will fulfill his life’s mission. Je-
sus was very focused. Jesus’ mission and the purpose of this journey was not to gain 
an earthly crown. Throughout this travel narrative, Jesus makes clear that this world 
was not his real home. He teaches that this world is not our real home either. Jesus 
is focused on heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face 
like flint,” Isaiah tells us (50:7). Jesus was focused. As we watch the focused actions 
of our Savior . . . as we focus carefully on his words . . . something wonderful hap-
pens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We finally see things clearly: how to love our 
neighbor, the true purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is treasure (and 
what is not). In this series, as Christ speaks to us through his Word, may he make us 
properly focused.  
 
Focused Living Properly Values Heavenly Treasure  
Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus 
warns against undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of 
greed. This week, Jesus exposes the folly of worry, even when faced with the pro-
spect of having a shortage of earthly wealth. This week might be the bigger chal-
lenge! When it seems we lack providence or protection for our daily lives, it can be 
hard to avoid worry. But Jesus focuses us. He points to creatures that do not labor 
or toil, yet are daily fed and clothed. Even more Jesus points to our Father who 
promises to give us the heavenly treasures of his kingdom. Jesus assures us that Fa-
ther will throw in needed earthly possessions as well. We can pursue heavenly treas-
ure wholeheartedly, confident that our Father knows all we need.  
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray and willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, 
and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the 
merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading   Genesis 15:1–6 (EHV) 
 

After these events the word of the L  came to Abram in a vision. He said, “Do not 
be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” 2Abram said, “L  God 
what can you give me, since I remain childless, and the one who will inherit my es-
tate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3Abram also said, “Look, you have given me no off-
spring, so a servant born in my house will be my heir.” 
 

4Just then, the word of the L  came to him. God said, “This man will not be your 
heir, but instead one who will come out of your own body will be your heir.” 5The 
L  then brought him outside and said, “Now look toward the sky and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” He said to Abram, “This is what your descend-
ants will be like.” 6Abram believed in the L , and the L  credited it to him as 
righteousness. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  Keep Me as the Apple of Your Eye  Psalm 121D 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 
    where does my help / come from? 
My help comes / from the L , 
    the maker of heav- / en and earth. 
He will not let your / foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not / slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over / Israel 
    will neither slum- / ber nor sleep.   Refrain 
  
The L  watches / over you— 
    the L  is your shade at / your right hand; 
the sun will not harm / you by day, 
    nor the / moon by night. 
The L  will keep you / from all harm— 
    he will watch o- / ver your life; 
the L  will watch over your coming and / going 
    both now and for- / evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Jane Marshall Tune: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern 
Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   August 7—14 
 
Today  9:00 am   Worship  
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
     19 Minute: Romans 8  

   6:30 pm  Church Council Meeting 
 
 

 
Sunday 9:00 am      Worship  
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
     19 Minute: Romans 13  

 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday: 

Jeremiah 23:23-29, Hebrews 12:1-13, Luke 12:49-53 
 
 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his peo-
ple. Please keep these members and families in your prayers.  
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 

Ukraine 
Dylan and Ursula Heuer expecting in October 
Zach and Rylee Bacon expecting in November 
Ken Gibb recovery from lung transplant 
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Gospel Acclamation

 

 

Gospel   Luke 12:22–34 

Jesus said to his disciples, “For that reason I tell you, stop worrying about your life, 
about what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23Certainly life is 
more than food, and the body is more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: They do 
not sow or reap; they have no warehouse or barn; and yet God feeds them. How 
much more valuable are you than birds! 25And who of you by worrying can add a sin-
gle hour to his lifespan? 26Since you are not able to do this little thing, why do you 
worry about the rest? 27Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or 
spin. But I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory was dressed like one of these. 
28If this is how God clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the furnace, how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith?  
29Do not constantly chase after what you will eat or what you will drink. Do not be 
worried about it. 30To be sure, the nations of the world chase after all of these 
things, but your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, continue to seek the 
kingdom of God, and all these things will be added to you. 32Do not be afraid, little 
flock, because your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your posses-
sions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not become 
old, a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
Be seated / The Service continues on page 162 with the Hymn of the Day 
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Second Reading   Hebrews 11:1–3,8–16 (EHV) 
 
Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we do 

not see. 2For by this faith the ancients were commended in Scripture. 3By faith we 
know that the universe was created by God’s word, so that what is seen did not 
come from visible things. 

 

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place that he was going 
to receive as an inheritance, and he left without knowing where he was going. 

 

9By faith he lived as a stranger in the Promised Land, as if it did not belong to 
him, dwelling in tents along with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. 

 

11By faith Abraham also received the ability to conceive children, even though 
Sarah herself was barren and he was past the normal age, because he considered 
him faithful who made the promise. 12And so from one man, and he as good as dead, 
descendants were born as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the 
sand along the seashore. 

 

13One by one, all of these died in faith, without having received the things that 
were promised, but they saw and welcomed them from a distance. They confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14Indeed, people who say things 
like that make it clear that they are looking for a land of their own. 15And if they 
were remembering the land they had come from, they would have had an oppor-
tunity to return. 16Instead, they were longing for a better land—a heavenly one. For 
that reason, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he prepared a city 
for them. 

 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 


