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Focused Love Finds a Neighbor  
Rather than Avoiding One  

 
 
 
 

July 10, 2022 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, July 10, 2022 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 

 

Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 
 

Service of Word and Sacrament   
This morning we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper. It is a supper established by 
Jesus for his disciples. St. Paul further states that the supper is an expression of 
a oneness of belief and faith. If you are not a member of the WELS or ELS, we 
ask that you please speak with the pastor before coming to the altar. Thank 
you. 
 
 
 
 

Serving Today 
 
Lay Liturgist Chris Ragner 
 

Accompanist Charla Buldhaupt 
 

Streaming  Zachary Bacon 
 

Ushers   
 

Bible Study  Zachary Bacon 
 
 
 
 
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
 
 
 All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518 
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OPENING HYMN   Son of God, Eternal Savior   729 
 

STAND  
M:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ. 

 
 

M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 
your tender care: 

 

 
 
 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray. 
 O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so 

that your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON        Ruth 1:1-19a (EHV) 
 

During the days of the judges, a famine occurred in the land. So a man left Bethlehem in 
Judah to stay awhile in the territory of Moab—he, his wife, and his two sons. 2 The 
man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons 
were Mahlon and Kilion. They were from the clan of Ephrath from Bethlehem in Judah. 
They entered the territory of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelek, Naomi’s 
husband, died, so she was left with her two sons. 4 They then married Moabite wives. 
The name of the first was Orpah, and the name of the second was Ruth. They lived there 
for about ten years. 5 But Naomi’s sons, Mahlon and Kilion, also died. So the woman 
was left without her two children and without her husband. 6 Then Naomi set out with 
her daughters-in-law to return from the territory of Moab, because while she was in the 
territory of Moab, she had heard that the LORD had graciously visited his people by 
providing them with food. 7 So she left the place where she had been, and her two 
daughters-inlaw left with her. They set out on the road to return to the land of Judah. 8 
But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back. Both of you return to your 
mother’s house. May the LORD show you kindness as you have shown kindness to the 
dead and to me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you finds security in the house of a 
husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept loudly. 10But they said to her, “No, we 
will return with you to your people.” 11Then Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters. 
Why should you go with me? Am I going to give birth to any more sons who could 
become your husbands? 12Turn back, my daughters. Go! For I am too old to be married 
to another husband. Suppose I say, ‘I have hope, and I will be married to another 
husband tonight, and I will even give birth to sons.’ 13Would you wait for them until 
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they grow up? On the basis of that hope would you give up the chance to marry another 
husband? No, my daughters. It is much more bitter for me than for you, because the 
hand of the LORD has reached out against me.” 14They once again wept loudly. Then 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth would not let her go. 15Naomi said, “Look, 
your sister-in-law has returned to her people and to her gods. Go back! Follow your 
sister-in-law.” 16But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to abandon you or to turn back from 
following you. Because wherever you go, I will go, and wherever you make your home, 
I will make my home. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 
17Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me 
severely and double it if anything but death separates me from you.” 18When Naomi 
saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 19Then the two of 
them traveled until they arrived at Bethlehem.  

PSALM OF THE DAY        Psalm  25A 

 

SECOND LESSON     Galatians 5:1, 13-25 (EHV) 
 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not allow anyone to 
put the yoke of slavery on you again. 13After all, brothers, you were called to freedom. 
Only do not use your freedom as a starting point for your sinful flesh. Rather, serve one 
another through love. 14In fact, the whole law is summed up in this one statement: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 15But if you keep on biting and devouring one another, watch out that you are not 
consumed by one another. 16What I am saying is this: Walk by the spirit, and you will 
not carry out what the sinful flesh desires. 17For the sinful flesh desires what is contrary 
to the spirit, and the spirit what is contrary to the sinful flesh. In fact, these two 
continually oppose one another, so that you do not continue to do these things you want 
to do. 18But if you are led by the spirit, you are not under the control of the law. 19Now 
the works of the sinful flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, complete lack of 
restraint, 20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, discord, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, heresies, 21envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies, and things similar 
to these. I warn you, just as I also warned you before, that those who continue to do 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful 
flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the spirit, let us also walk in step with 
it.  
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAND 
 

GOSPEL            Luke 10:25-37 (EHV) 
 

Just then, an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26“What is written in the law?” he asked him. “What do you read 
there?” 27He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and, love your neighbor as yourself.” 
28He said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this, and you will live.” 29But he 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He fell among robbers who 
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31It just so happened that 
a priest was going down that way. But when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. 32In the same way, a Levite also happened to go there, but when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 33A Samaritan, as he traveled, came to where the man 
was. When he saw him, he felt sorry for the man. 34He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He put him on his own animal, took him to an 
inn, and took care of him. 35The next day, when he left, he took out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. Whatever extra you spend, I will 
repay you when I return.’ 36Which of these three do you think acted like a neighbor to 
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the man who fell among robbers?” 37“The one who showed mercy to him,” he replied. 
Then Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  

 
 
 
 

BE SEATED 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace     768 
 
SERMON        Focused Love   Luke 10:25-37 
 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH - NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made.  
 
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
 
OFFERING 
 
STAND  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 

receive from your hand; the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the 
Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church 
on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

 
M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 

courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to 
speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your 
healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 
 
 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
 (Silent prayer.) 
 
M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and 
the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship 
we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 
 
 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
 
 
 
 
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 
and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 
 
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD    Angus Dei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BE SEATED 

 
DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION HYMN     I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 670 
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THANKSGIVING 

 
STAND  
 
THANK THE LORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness.   
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 
BE SEATED 
 

CLOSING HYMN Love in Christ Is Strong and Living  726      
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A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the trav‐
el narrative.” This lengthy section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus 
“resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (v. 51). While there are many events and side trips 
that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly stresses that nothing is going 
to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem, where he will fulfill his life’s mission. Je‐
sus was very focused. Jesus’ mission and the purpose of this journey was not to gain 
an earthly crown. Throughout this travel narrative, Jesus makes clear that this world 
was not his real home. He teaches that this world is not our real home either. Jesus 
is focused on heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and mak‐
ing the ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face 
like flint,” Isaiah tells us (50:7). Jesus was focused. As we watch the focused actions 
of our Savior . . . as we focus carefully on his words . . . something wonderful hap‐
pens. Jesus gives  focus  to our  lives. We finally see  things clearly: how  to  love our 
neighbor, the true purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is treasure (and 
what is not). In this series, as Christ speaks to us through his Word, may he make us 
properly focused.  
 
Focused Love Finds a Neighbor Rather than Avoiding One  
We tend to think of distraction and focus as opposites. If someone is focused, they 
are not easily distracted by random events and encounters. If someone  is focused, 
every decision  about  how  to  spend  time  and  resources  is  calculated. Apart  from 
Christ that type of focus spells disaster for our neighbor. We may dismiss the needs 
of our neighbor,  thinking, “If  I spend  time helping him,  that will distract me  from 
other things I should be focused on.” Today, Jesus teaches us that he has set us free 
to live a life of such distractions. No matter the neighbor and no matter his need, we 
are free to act in ways that seem senseless. We are free to actively seek out a neigh‐
bor  in need. We  are  free  to bear any  cost  and go  any distance  to  serve  them as 
Christ would serve them  
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   July 10—July 17 
 
Today  9:00 am   Worship w/Communion 
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
    6:30 pm  Church Council Meeting 

 
Sunday 9:00 am      Worship  
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 

Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on 
Monday through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on 
Thursday through Saturday. The Word for next Sunday: 

Genesis 18:1-14, Colossians 1:1-14, Luke 10:38-42 
 
 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from 
his people. Please keep these members and families in your prayers. 
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 
Ukraine 
Rylie Bacon expecting in November 
Ursula Heuer expecting in October 
Ken Gibb recovery from lung transplant 
 
New Member Course 
Third Saturdays, 9 am—Noon 
July 16, August 20, September 17, October 15 
The lessons from “Basic Bible Christianity” go through the basic teachings 
of the Bible. Completion of the courses prepares someone to become a 
member of our congregation. It is also a great refresher for current 
members. Invite a friend to join you on these four Saturdays. Meet at 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran. 
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Outdoor Worship and Picnic—July 24 
 
8:00 am Worship at Lincoln Heights Lutheran 
10:30 am Worship at American Legion Park 
Noon-3 pm Picnic 
 
American Legion Park (301 Vine St, West Des Moines) This park has lots 
to do for the kids and a large covered shelter to avoid the sun. It even has a 
splash pad for the kids (and adults) to cool off in the spray. Look for details 
soon on what to bring.  SIGNUP SHEET IS ON THE BULLETIN 
BOARD. 
 
Members of Beautiful Savior and Lincoln Heights are joining in this event. 
Members of the other WELS & ELS congregations have been invited as 
well. There is no worship at Beautiful Savior on July 24. 
 
 
Vacation Bible School—Thursday, August 4th.  
 
An “inter-generational” VBS - for all ages with activities for 3 year olds - 
6th graders, teens, and adults. 
 
Kick off approximately 5:30pm with a cookout/potluck, followed by 
activities at 6pm. 
 
Look for more details soon. 
 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame! 
 
Sunday, August 28, Iowa Cubs vs. St. Paul Saints at 1:08 pm. Go to the 
late worship service in your baseball attire and then go to the game. $8 per 
person. Age 3 and younger don’t need a ticket. Money will be collected 
closer to the date of the game. Sign up sheet is on the table in the narthex. 
 
 


