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Joy	Marches	Victorious	over	Circumstance		
	

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

May 22, 2022 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today!   Please sign in so we may 
have a record of your worship.   

 
 

We pray that this hour of worship fills you with the peace of God that  transcends 
all understanding through our Lord Jesus Christ.    

 
 

If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an usher, pastor, or any 
of our members.   Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time here at Beautiful 
Savior!  We  invite you to worship with us again soon!  

 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP  Setting ONE         pg 154 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
 

Accompanists  Teresa Ennen 

Streaming   Zach Bacon 

Ushers   

Bible Study  Andrew Wagner 

Lay Liturgist  Andrew Wagner 
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SERIES THEME:  VICTORIOUS  
To the world, he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his 
followers scattered in fear. Yet, three days after Jesus’ death, he rose victorious from 
the dead. Nothing would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory 
march for the risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as pas‐
sive observers in Christ’s victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite 
athlete! Rather, we are active participants in Christ’s triumph. Just as his death was 
our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now 
hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever. Easter is more than a 
day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed by seven 
weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on 
the Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its high‐
est praise for the Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as 
Christ marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal pro‐
cession!  
 
 
THEME OF THE DAY:  
Joy Marches Victorious over Circumstance  
Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of circumstance. Our disposi‐
tion is nothing more than a product of the events, conditions, and relationships of 
which our life consists. Therefore, the world would say that for our disposition to 
change, our circumstances need to change. But Jesus offers us a joy that is superior. 
It is not a product of circumstance; it’s a product of Easter. Easter proves that God 
can take what normally causes people to weep and turn it into what causes people 
to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame went into Jesus’ tomb. Forgiveness, life, and glory 
came out. Our risen Savior gives us a joy that remains constant in the highest of 
life’s highs and the lowest of life’s lows. It is a joy that can never be taken from us.  
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Setting One                  P. 154 

466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia CW 466 
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Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: tr. Howard S. Olson, 1922–2010; Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938 
Tune: Tanzanian 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
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    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well‐being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
 Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
 O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for 
what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 14:8–22 

In Lystra there was a man who was sitting down because he had no strength in his feet. He 
had never walked because he was lame from birth. 9When he was listening to Paul as he was 
speaking, Paul looked at him closely and saw that he had faith so that he could be healed. 
10Paul said in a loud voice, “Stand up on your feet!” And the man jumped up and began to 
walk. 11When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the 
Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form.” 12Barnabas they called 
Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the main speaker. 13The priest of Zeus, 
whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and garlands to the city gates, because 
he wanted to offer sacrifices, along with the crowds. 14But when the apostles Paul and 
Barnabas heard about this, they tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd, shouting, 
15“Men, why are you doing these things? We too are men with the same nature as you. We are 
preaching the good news to you so that you turn from these worthless things to the living 
God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them.  
16In past generations he allowed all the nations to go their own ways. 17Yet he did not leave 
himself without testimony of the good he does. He gives you rain from heaven and crops in 
their seasons. He fills you with food and fills your hearts with gladness.” 18Even though they 
said these things, they had a hard time stopping the crowds from sacrificing to them. 
19Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and persuaded the crowds to stone Paul. 
When they thought he was dead, they dragged him out of the city. 20But after the disciples 
had gathered around him, he stood up and went into the city. The next day, he left with 
Barnabas for Derbe. 
21After they preached the good news in that city and had gathered many disciples, they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 22strengthening the souls of the disciples and 
encouraging them to continue in the faith. They told them, “We must go through many 
troubles on our way to the kingdom of God.” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 65B 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: Timothy Dudley‐Smith 
Tune: George J. Elvey 
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Second Reading Revelation 21:21–27 

The twelve gates are twelve pearls. Each of the gates is made out of one pearl. And the street 
of the city is pure gold, like transparent glass. 
22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God 
has given it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings 
of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25There is no day when its gates will be shut, for 
there will be no night in that place. 26They will bring the glory and the honor of the nations 
into it. 27Nothing that is unclean and no one who does what is detestable or who tells lies will 
ever enter it, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 
Gospel Acclamation CW 161 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
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Gospel John 16:16–24 

“In a little while you are not going to see me anymore, and again in a little while you will see 
me, because I am going away to the Father.” 17Therefore some of his disciples asked one 
another, “What does he mean when he tells us, ‘In a little while you are not going to see me, 
and again in a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going away to the Father’?” 18So 
they kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he’s 
saying.” 19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you 
trying to determine with one another what I meant by saying, ‘In a little while you are not 
going to see me, and again in a little while you will see me’?  
20Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice. You will become 
sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn to joy. 21A woman giving birth has pain, because her time 
has come. But when she has delivered the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, 
because of her joy that a person has been born into the world. 
22“So you also have sorrow now. But I will see you again. Your heart will rejoice, and no one 
will take your joy away from you. 23In that day you will not ask me anything. Amen, Amen, I 
tell you: Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. 24Until now you have not 
asked for anything in my name. Ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be made 
complete. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
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557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 

 
Sermon  Victorious Over Circumstance  Revelation 21:21‐27 
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Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 
and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 
love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
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 Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives 
of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 
life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult 
or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 
person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 
Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 
their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning or living 
with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 

 
Good News for Kids 

Offering 
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713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 713 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 

 
Stand 
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Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
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449 This Joyful Eastertide CW 449 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934 
Tune: Davids Psalmen, Amsterdam, 1684 
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20 

 
      

 
Today     May 22     9:00 AM   Worship   
  10:15 AM  Sunday School 
                 10:15 AM  Adult Bible Class 
 
Thursday   May 26    6:30 PM    K‐Group Out to Dinner 
 
Sunday     May 29     9:00 AM    Worship w/Communion 
  10:15 AM  Sunday School 
                 10:15 AM  Adult Bible Class 

 
 
 

Online worship link @ Beau fulSavior.org/live‐stream 
 
 

 
Thursday, May 26    6:30pm    K‐Group Out to Dinner 

Prepare for Next Sunday  
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the reading for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday.    Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through  
Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday:  
 

   Acts 16:6‐10   John 17:20‐26  Revelation 22:12‐17, 20 
 
 

Subscribe to have the Worship Helps and Bible readings delivered to your inbox.  
          https://wels.net/subscribe/subscribe‐to‐daily‐devotions/ 
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify God by 
Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  

and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 
 
If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your own, please  
accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the service, or by appointment at 
your convenience). Please come and worship with us again. 
 
Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches congregations 
united by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, called the Wisconsin Evangeli‐
cal Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world‐wide church with congrega‐
tions serving in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The 
WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 
 
We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 
Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the 
broader Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). 
 
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111  
 

https://wels.net/  https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version EHV 


