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Good Friday  Tenebrae: A Service of Shadows 

The Service of Shadows (Tenebrae) is a medieval order of worship used on Good 

Friday. The readings and the successive extinguishing of lights symbolizes our Lord’s 

death and burial. The service is divided into three “nocturns” (watches) in which 

Scripture and responsive Psalm readings, hymns and prayers turn our attention to 

Jesus’ suffering on the cross. At the end of the service the “strepitus” is heard, a sound 

symbolic of the closing of Christ’s tomb. The lighted cross, anticipating our Lord’s 

resurrection, shines in the darkness. 

Silence before and after the service helps us to observe the solemn nature of the service 

and consider the great sacrifice of Christ for us. 
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HYMN WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS  125 

 

P  O Lord, open my lips. 
C  And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
P  Hasten to save me, O God. 
C  O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
P  Lord Jesus, on this day you carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that 
 we might live. May we and all who remember this day find new life in you in 
 this world and in the world to come, where you live and reign with the Father in 
 the unity of the Spirit, one God forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

HYMN LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND HOLY   268 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

HYMN WERE YOU THERE?     119 

 

THE SERMON  SEVEN CRUCIAL LAST WORDS 
 
THE OFFERING   
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The Service of Shadows (Tenebrae) 
 

The First Nocturn 
 

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. 
 
P  Why do the nations rage and the people plot in vain? 
C  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 
 against the Lord and his Anointed One. 

 
The Lesson: Isaiah 52:13-15 
See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised up and highly exalted. Just as there 
were many who were appalled at him—his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of 
any man and his form marred beyond human likeness—so will he sprinkle many 
nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, 
they will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand. 
 
The Response: Upon the Cross Extended (113, 1-2) 

1 Upon the cross extended, see, world, your Lord suspended.  
  Your Savior yields his breath. 

  The Prince of life from heaven himself has freely given  
  To shame and blows and bitter death. 

 
2 How God at our transgression to anger gives expression, 

  How loud his thunders roll, 
  How fearfully he smites him, how sorely he requites him— 

  All this your suff’rings teach my soul. 
 

The Prayer 
P God, our Father, out of your great love for us you sent your Son into our world 
 to carry our sin in his own body. We ask, for the sake of your Son, our Lord, that 
 you extend the sprinkling of sins forgiven to us that we may stand in your 
 presence forevermore.    
C Amen. 
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I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise. 
 

P  I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. All 
 who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 
C  He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he 
 delights in him. 

 
The Lesson: Isaiah 53:1-6 
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He 
grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with 
suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered 
him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
The Response: Upon the Cross Extended (113, 3-4) 

3 `Tis I, who should be smitten, my doom should here be written: 
  Bound hand and foot in hell. 

  The fetters and the scourging, the floods around you surging, 
  ‘Tis I who have deserved them well. 

 

4 A crown of thorns you’re wearing, my shame and scorn you’re bearing 
  That I might ransomed be. 

  My bondsman, ever willing, my place with patience filling, 
  From sin and guilt has made me free. 
 

The Prayer 
P God, our Father, in your great anger over sin you sent your own Son to the cross 
 where he was stricken, smitten and afflicted by you. Heavenly Father, do not 
 deal with us as our sins deserve, but when we sin, look to the sufferings and 
 death of Jesus and grant us pardon, peace and restoration.    
C Amen. 
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Dear woman, here is your son. Here is your mother. 
 
P  O Lord, you have put me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths. Your wrath lies 
 heavily upon me; you have overwhelmed me with all your waves. 
C  You have taken from me my closest friends and have made me repulsive to 
 them. I am confined and cannot escape; my eyes are dim with grief. 

 
 

The Lesson: Hebrews 5:7-9 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud 
cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of 
his reverent submission. Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he 
suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey him. 
 

The Response: Upon the Cross Extended (113, 5) 

5 Your cords of love, my Savior, bind me to you forever; 
  I am no longer mine. 

  To you I gladly tender all that my life can render 
  And all I have to you resign. 
 

The Prayer 
P Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man, in your obedience to your heavenly Father’s 
 will you took upon yourself our human nature and lived on earth as true man. 
 We ask that you grant us faith and a right spirit within us that we may be 
 obedient to your will and faithful to your Word as we live the days of our life on 
 earth until we enter the gates of heaven.  
C Amen. 
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The Second Nocturn 
 

Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachtani?  
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 
P  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving 
 me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
C  O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not 
 silent. 
 
 
The Lesson: Isaiah 53:7-9 
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
By oppression and judgment, he was taken away. And who can speak of his 
descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
 

The Response: Lamb of God (550, 1-2) (New Hymnal) 

1 Your on-ly Son, no sin to hide, 
 but you have sent him from your side 
 to walk upon this guilt-y sod, 
 and to be-come the Lamb of God 
 

Refrain: Oh Lamb of God, sweet lamb of God, 
  I love the ho-ly Lamb of God! 
  Oh wash me in his pre-cious blood, 
  my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
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2 Your gift of love they cru-ci-fied, 
 They laughed and scorned Him as he died: 
 the hum-ble King they named a fraud 
 and sac-ri-ficed the Lamb of God. 

 
Refrain: Oh Lamb of God, sweet lamb of God, 
  I love the ho-ly Lamb of God! 
  Oh wash me in his pre-cious blood, 
  my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 
The Prayer 
P Holy Son of God, in silence you bore the slander and mockery of sinful man, 
 refusing to defend and save yourself from the terrible sufferings and death of the 
 cross. Hear us when we come to you with hearts broken over the sins we have 
 committed, and when you hear, graciously give an answer of forgiveness and 
 pardon to us in our prayers.  
C Amen. 

 

I am thirsty. 
 
P  If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread out our hands to another god, 
 would not God have discovered it, since he knows the secrets of the heart? 
C  Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not reject us  
 forever. Why do you hide your face and forget our misery and oppression? 

 

The Lesson: Lamentations 1:12-13 

Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look around and see. Is any suffering like my 
suffering that was inflicted on me, that the Lord brought on me in the day of his fierce 
anger? From on high he sent fire, sent it down into my bones. He spread a net for my 
feet and turned me back. He made me desolate, faint all the day long. 
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The Response: Lamb of God (550, 3) (New Hymnal) 

  3 I was so lost, I should have died, 
  but you have brought me to your side 
  to be led by your staff and rod, 
  and to be called a lamb of God. 

 
Refrain: Oh Lamb of God, sweet lamb of God, 
  I love the ho-ly Lamb of God! 
  Oh wash me in his pre-cious blood, 
  my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

The Prayer 
P Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life, you create faith in the hearts of all God’s 
 children that they may cling to the hope of eternal life which is ours through 
 Jesus Christ. We ask that as we meditate upon Jesus’ passion, his holy 
 sufferings, his innocent death, we ask that as we go by the cross in our daily 
 lives it does not mean nothing to us. 
C Amen.  

The Third Nocturn 
 

It is finished. 
 

P  God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble. 
C  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 
 into the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam and the 
 mountains quake with their surging. 

 

The Lesson: Habakkuk 3:16-19 

I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my 
bones, and my legs trembled. Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come 
on the nation invading us. Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on 
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the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful 
in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of 
a deer, he enables me to go on the heights. 

 

The Response: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (523, 1-2) (New Hymnal) 

 1  How deep the Fa-ther's love for us, 
  how vast be-yond all mea-sure, 
  that he should give his on-ly Son 
  to make a wretch his trea-sure. 
  How great the pain of sear-ing loss. 
  The Fa-ther turns his face a-way 
  as wounds which mar the Cho-sen One 
  bring man-y sons to glo-ry.  

 2  Be-hold the Man up-on a cross,  
  My sin up-on His should-ders. 
  A-shamed I hear my mock-ing voice  
  call out a-mong the scoff-fers. 
  It was my sin that held Him there  
  until it was ac-com-plished; 
  his dy-ing breath has brought me life. 
  I know that it is fin-ished. 

The Prayer 

P Holy Spirit, who gives life and when you withdraw your hand removes our spirit 
 and returns our bodies to the dust of the ground, the day is coming when our lips 
 will quiver and our hearts will pound, the day is coming when the calamity of 
 death will overcome us. We pray that you keep us strong and nimble in our faith 
 as deer on the mountains. Give us a joyful faith to sustain us even in our last 
 hours that we may never fall from you and fail to attain the blessings of heaven.  
C Amen. 

 

Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 
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The Response: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (523, 3) (New Hymnal) 

 3  I will not boast in any-thing; 
  no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 
  But I will boast in Je-sus Christ: 
  his death and res-ur-rec-tion. 
  Why should I gain from His re-ward? 
  I can-not give an an-swer. 
  But this I know with all my heart: 
  his wounds have paid my ran-som. 

The Reading of Farewell: Mark 15:42-47 

It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 
Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was 
surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if 
Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the 
body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in 
the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was 
laid. 

The Closing of the Tomb 

The Benediction 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
and the love of God and the fellowship of  
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen 
 

The minister exits. 

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation  
before dispersing quietly. 

 

Please join us Sunday at 9:00 am for Easter worship. 
Easter Breakfast is served  at 8am. 
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your own, please 

accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the service, or by appointment at 

your convenience). Please come and worship with us again. 

 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches congregations unit-

ed by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, called the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations 

serving in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The WELS 

also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 

 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the 

broader Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

 

 
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

 
Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  pastor@lhelc.org 
(515) 771-5111  

 
https://wels.net/  https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version EHV 

 


