
  

Lent VI 
April 6, 2022 

The Crucial Hours 
The Semblance of Legality 
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T  C  H  

Opening Hymn Jesus, I Will Ponder Now  98 

Confession of Sins 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds, and in all that 
we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore 
us, that we may rest in peace. 

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we are forgiven. Let 
us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when we shall serve him in newness of 
life. 

Amen. 

Psalm 85       (p. 97) 

Psalm Prayer 

God of love and faithfulness, you showed favor to your people by sending your one and 
only Son to be our Savior.  Help us to trust in him as our gracious Redeemer and so 
enjoy the peace he came to bring, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
 

PASSION HISTORY LESSON SIX    EHVTM 

 

Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus to be executed. They 
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means, “The place of a skull.” They 
offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
They crucified him there with the criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
Now it was the third hour when they crucified him. 
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Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazarene, 
the King of the Jews.” 

Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 

So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
that ‘this man said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, 
one part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece 
from top to bottom. So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to 
see who gets it.” This was so that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: 

They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

So the soldiers did these things. Then they sat down and were keeping watch over him 
there. 

People who passed by kept insulting him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who 
were going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the 
Son of God, come down from the cross!” 

Those who were crucified with him also insulted him. In the same way the chief priests, 
experts in the law, and elders kept mocking him. They said, “He saved others, but he cannot 
save himself. If he’s the King of Israel, let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now, if he wants him, because he said, ‘I 
am the Son of God.’” 

One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? 
Save yourself and us!” 
 

But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same 
condemnation? We are punished justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for what we 
have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come in your kingdom.” 
 

Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were 
standing near the cross. 
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When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 
his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” 
And from that time this disciple took her into his own home.7 

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 
hour, while the sun was darkened. 

At the ninth hour Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah!” 

After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the Scripture, 
Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, 
and soaked it with sour wine. Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink. 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” When he had 
said this, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Suddenly the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and 
rocks were split. Tombs were opened, and many bodies of saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised to life. Those who came out of the tombs went into the holy city after Jesus’ 
resurrection and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those who were 
guarding Jesus with him saw the earthquake and how he cried out with a loud voice and 
breathed his last, they were terrified and began to glorify God, saying, “This man really was 
righteous. Truly this was the Son of God.” 

When all the groups of people who had gathered to see this spectacle saw what had 
happened, they returned home beating their chests. All those who knew Jesus, and many 
women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and who had served him, were there, 
watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
and Joseph, Salome, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses 
over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a particularly important day). They asked 
Pilate to have the men’s legs broken and the bodies taken away. So the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first man who was crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other 
man. 
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But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear. Immediately blood and water 
came out. The one who saw it has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that he is 
telling the truth, so that you also may believe. Indeed, these things happened so that the 
Scripture would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be broken.” Again another Scripture 
says, “They will look at the one they pierced.” 
 
Hymn of the Day He Stood Before the Court   115 
  
 
Sermon The Crucial Hours: The Semblance of Legality 
  Text:  Luke 22:66 

 
  
Hymn   Oh, Perfect Life of Love    138 
 
Offering 
  
Prayer 

Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us and with 
your whole Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the 
evening of the world. Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and 
sacrament, in your comfort and blessing. Abide with us when we are overcome by the night 
of sorrow and fear, by the night of doubt and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide 
with us and with all your people in time and in eternity.  

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

  
Blessing 
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us  

and make his face shine on us. 

May God bless us still,  

so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

Closing Hymn   Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow  587  
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“Holiday” is simply short for “holy day.” Throughout 

the course of a year, there are certain days we set apart 

as special: to commemorate extraordinary events, to 

celebrate influential individuals. While there are many 

holy days, there is but one holy week. The final week 

of  Lent marks the most pivotal week in human histo-

ry. In the four gospels—biographies of Jesus Christ’s 33

-year life—this single week consumes nearly a third of 

the ink. The Holy Spirit considered the events of this 

week that important. On a holy day, the relentless 

march of time slows down. We set aside our usual rou-

tines to call attention to whatever or whoever makes that day special.  

Likewise, believers slow down this entire week to ponder all that Christ did for 

them, from his humble entrance into Jerusalem . . . to his sacrificial death on the 

cross . . . to the victory of Easter morning.  

Sunday,  
April 10 Palm Sunday 9:00 am His Humility, Our Hope 

Thursday,  
April 14 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm The Three Unions in Holy 

Communion 

Friday,  
April 15 Good Friday 6:30 pm Seven Crucial Last Words 

Sunday,  
April 17 

Easter Sunday 9:00 am Victorious Over Death 
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your own, please 

accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the service, or by appointment at 

your convenience). Please come and worship with us again. 

 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches congregations unit-

ed by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, called the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations 

serving in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The WELS 

also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 

 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the 

broader Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

 

 
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

 
Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  pastor@lhelc.org 
(515) 771-5111  

 
https://wels.net/  https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version EHV 

 


