
  

Lent IV 
March 23, 2022 

The Crucial Hours 
What to Remember  

When You are Seized With Remorse  
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T  C  H  

Opening Hymn When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  125 

Confession of Sins 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds, and in all that 
we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore 
us, that we may rest in peace. 

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we are forgiven. Let 
us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when we shall serve him in newness of 
life. 

Amen. 

Psalm 130       (p. 114) 

Psalm Prayer 

God of might and compassion, open your ears to the prayers of your people, who wait 
for you.  Do not leave us in the depths of our sins, but listen to your Church pleading for 
the fullness of your redemption; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 

PASSION HISTORY LESSON FOUR  EHVTM 

 

As soon as it was day, the council of the elders of the people met together, both chief 
priests and experts in the law. They brought Jesus into their Sanhedrin and said, “If you are 
the Christ, tell us.” 
 
But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer 
me or release me. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the 
power of God.” 
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They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He said to them, “I am what you are saying.” 
 
Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? For we ourselves have heard it from 
his own mouth!” Then the chief priests with the elders and experts in the law, together with 
the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 
over to Pontius Pilate, the governor. 

Then when Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he felt 
remorse. He brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders and said, 
“I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? That’s your 
problem.” 

He threw the pieces of silver into the temple and left. Then he went out and hanged 
himself. The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put these into 
the treasury, since it is blood money.” They reached a decision to buy the potter’s field with 
the money, as a burial place for foreigners. So that field has been called The Field of Blood to 
this day. Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 

They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price the sons of Israel had set for him, and they 
gave them for the potter’s field, just as the Lord commanded me. 

Early in the morning, the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium. They did not 
enter the Praetorium themselves, so that they would not become ceremonially unclean. 
(They wanted to be able to eat the Passover meal.) So Pilate went out to them and said, 
“What charge do you bring against this man?” 
 

They answered him, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him 
over to you.” 

 

Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” 
The Jews said, “It’s not legal for us to put anyone to death.” This happened so that the 

statement Jesus had spoken indicating what kind of death he was going to die would be 
fulfilled. 

They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this fellow misleading our nation, 
forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 
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Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
“It is as you say,” Jesus replied. 

The chief priests accused him of many things. When he was accused by the chief priests 
and elders, he answered nothing. 

Pilate questioned him again, “Are you not going to answer anything? See how many 
charges they are bringing against you!” 

But Jesus still did not answer anything, so Pilate was amazed. 

Pilate went back into the Praetorium and summoned Jesus. He asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 

Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 

Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own people and chief priests handed you over to 
me. What have you done?” 

Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would fight so that I would not be handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom 
is not from here.” 

“You are a king then?” Pilate asked. 

Jesus answered, “I am, as you say, a king. For this reason I was born, and for this reason 
I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to 
my voice.” 

“What is truth?” Pilate said to him. 
After he said this, he went out again to the Jews and told them, “I find no basis for a charge 
against him.” 

But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching all through Judea, beginning 
from Galilee all the way here.” 

 

When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that he 
was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during 
those days. 

 
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. For a long time he had wanted to see him, 
because he had heard many things about him. He hoped to see some miracle performed by 
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him. He questioned him with many words, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests 
and the experts in the law stood there, vehemently accusing him. Herod, along with his 
soldiers, treated him with contempt and ridiculed him. Dressing him in bright clothing, 
Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate. Herod and Pilate became friends with each other on that 
day. Before this they had been enemies of each other. 

 
Hymn of the Day Jesus, My Great High Priest  359 
  
 
Sermon The Crucial Hours:  
  What to Remember When You are Seized With Remorse  
  Text:  Matthew 27:3-4 

 
  
Hymn   Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted   127 
 
Offering 
  
Prayer 

Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us and with 
your whole Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the 
evening of the world. Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and 
sacrament, in your comfort and blessing. Abide with us when we are overcome by the night 
of sorrow and fear, by the night of doubt and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide 
with us and with all your people in time and in eternity.  

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

  
Blessing 
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us  

and make his face shine on us. 

May God bless us still,  

so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

Closing Hymn   Now the Light Has Gone Away  593  
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March 2 Rev. Lucas Callies 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
North Liberty, IA 

Luke 23:13-16  The Crucial Hours:  
     A Part for the Whole?  

March 9 Rev. Roger Neumann 
Grace Lutheran 
Oskaloosa, IA 

Luke 22:31-32  The Crucial Hours:  
     Satan Has Asked to Sift All Of You  

March 16 Rev. Christian Walz 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Indianola, IA 

John 18:12  The Crucial Hours:  
     They Bound Him  

March 23 Rev. William King 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

Matthew 27:3-4  The Crucial Hours:  
     What to Remember When You are  
     Seized With Remorse  

March 30 Rev. Michael Smith 
Bethany Lutheran 
Ames, IA  
 

Matthew 26:18  The Crucial Hours:  
      I Will Keep the Passover  

April 6 Rev. Matt Pfeifer 
Lincoln Heights Lutheran 
Des Moines, IA 

Luke 22:66  The Crucial Hours:  
     The Semblance of Legality  

Join us for a light supper at 5:30 pm. 
 

Signup is available to provide the supper each week.   
Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0945AEAE29A3FE3-lenten  

or contact Anna Christian at annaox505@gmail.com or   
 

EVENING PRAYER 
 

6:30 PM 
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your own, please 

accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the service, or by appointment at 

your convenience). Please come and worship with us again. 

 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches congregations unit-

ed by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, called the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations 

serving in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The WELS 

also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 

 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the 

broader Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

 

 
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

 
Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  pastor@lhelc.org 
(515) 771-5111  

 
https://wels.net/  https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version EHV 

 


