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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gather before our al-
mighty and saving God to offer him our worship and praise. We also assemble to hear God’s holy 
and powerful word and celebrate his life---giving sacraments. Through these means, God 
strengthens our faith and walks us ever closer to our eternal home with him.  We pray that this 
hour of worship fills you with the peace of God that transcends all understanding through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.   If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an usher, pastor, or 
any of our members.   Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time here at Beautiful Savior!  We 
invite you to worship with us again soon!  

TRUE WORSHIP 
True worship is more than the speaking or singing of words from a printed page. It takes place 
in the heart of each believer as we hear the Bible read, explained, and applied to our lives, and as 
we respond in grateful adoration to God for His great love and mercy in Jesus Christ. It is helpful 
to arrive early to look over the service and to spend time in prayer. While worship may take vari-
ous forms, the use of standardized orders of worship (“liturgies”) dates back to the early Church, 
as a means of reinforcing Biblical beliefs and actively involving the congregation in worship.  

THE SACRAMENT (2ND AND LAST SUNDAY) 
In this Sacrament, Christ not only gives us bread and wine, but His holy body and blood, for the 
forgiveness of those who believe this (Matthew 26:26-28), but to the judgment of those who do 
not so believe. (1 Corinthians 11:27-31). Nothing is more sacred. Scripture requires that Pastors, as 
“stewards of the mysteries of Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1), commune only those who are spiritually 
prepared and in full doctrinal agreement. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17, Romans 10:17, Hebrews 13:17, 
James 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:11-16, 2 Timothy 4:1-5). We therefore ask that you please speak with the 
pastor before you receive the Lord’s Supper at Beautiful Savior for the first time. Thank you. 
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SERIES THEME  
CRUSHED 
When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being "crushed." It 
could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be due to carrying a 
crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a broken world, it is simply a mat-
ter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we need Lent. The word Lent comes from an 
Old English word for Spring: "lengten," when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the 
Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repent-
ance and renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the 
crushing moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up 
his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn 
season. But it is also a season of great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those 
who are crushed in spirit."  
 
THEME OF THE DAY  

FALSE SECURITY IS CRUSHED BY FAITHFUL PRESENCE  
Where is God? This is one of human beings' most frequently-asked and incorrectly answered 
questions. We are tempted to believe that evidence of God's presence is found in outward 
circumstances. We equate good fortune with God's favor and bad fortune with his judgment. 
So, as long as nothing terrible is happening, God must not be too angry with us, right? We 
are free to go on sinning. Such foolish assumptions must be crushed. Therefore, God must 
constantly remind us where he intends to be found—in the gospel. He makes himself present 
in Word and sacraments. Because he is always present, we realize the urgent need to turn 
away from the sin he despises. Because his presence is graciously hidden, we are drawn to 
him for forgiveness rather than driven away from him in fear.  

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP COMMON SERVICE     P. 15 
 
SERVING TODAY 

Lay Liturgist  Chris Ragner 

Accompanist Teresa Ennen 

Streaming  Justin Christian 

Ushers  

Bible Study Chris Ragner 
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OPENING HYMN        Speak, O Lord     
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STAND 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

  

 

 
 
M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right 
hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever,  

 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson:   Exodus 3:1-15 (NIV84)  
 

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and 
he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  
2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. 
Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I 
will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the 
Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, 
“Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. 
“Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he 
said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The Lord 
said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 
out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have 
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 
that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home 
of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the 
cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  12 And God said, “I will be with you. 
And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 13 Moses said to God, 
“Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 14 God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of 
your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent 
me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from 
generation to generation.  
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Psalm  85       p. 97 
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Second Lesson:   1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (NIV84)  

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all 
under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the 
same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and 
that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their 
bodies were scattered over the desert. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep 
us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of 
them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge 
in pagan revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—
and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test the Lord, as 
some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them 
did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things happened to them as 
examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the 
ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!  
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful;  
he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he 
will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)  

STAND 

 

 

GOSPEL 

M: The Gospel is from Luke, chapter 13, beginning at verse 1. 
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Gospel Lesson:   Luke 13:1-9 (NIV84)  

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 
way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 
who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 
will all perish.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his 
vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man 
who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit 
on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’        
8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ”  

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God the Father almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy Christian church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

BE SEATED 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me   389 
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SERMON       1 Corinthians 10:1-13  

 False Security Is Crushed by Faithful Presence  

 
STAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BE SEATED  

 

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS  

OFFERING  
 

STAND  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and 
 death by his obedient death on the cross.  
C: We confess that without your love we are lost.  

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep 
 our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  
C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 
 danger or the cost.  
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M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 
 persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young 
 people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, 
 and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians.  
C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.  

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, 
 the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, 
 those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a 
 heavy heart.  
C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 
 their comfort and hope.  

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and 
 nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the 
 hurting, and stand beside the dying. C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, 
 and do not let them become weary in doing good.  

 

 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.)  

 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

 (Silent prayer.)  

 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to 
 the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Lord.  
C: Amen.  

     © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BE SEATED  16 

 

HYMN  Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing    121  
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STAND 

 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and 
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and 
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

      

 

 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   331 
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Sunday   March 20   9:00 AM Worship  
           (also Zoom, YouTube) 

10:15 AM Sunday School 
         10:15 AM Adult Bible Class 
 
Wednesday March 23   5:30 PM  Light Supper 
          6:30 PM Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday  March 24   4:35 PM Catechism Class 
         
Sunday   March 27   9:00 AM Worship w/Communion 
           (also Zoom, YouTube) 
  

10:15 AM Sunday School 
 10:15 AM Adult Bible Class 

 
Online worship link @ Beau fulSavior.org/live-stream 

Thursday  Mar 31  6:30 PM 2022 Monthly Out-to-Dinner K-Group  
 
April 10—17     Holy Week 
 
Saturday   April 23  LWMS Wild Rose Circuit  
         Spring Rally 

Prepare for Next Sunday  
 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the reading for this week on Monday through 
Wednesday.    Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday:  
  Isaiah 12:1-6  Romans 8:1-10  Luke 15:11-32  
 
Subscribe to have the Worship Helps and Bible readings delivered to your inbox.  
     https://wels.net/subscribe/subscribe-to-daily-devotions/ 
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your own, please 

accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the service, or by appointment at 

your convenience). Please come and worship with us again. 

 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches congregations unit-

ed by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, called the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations 

serving in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The WELS 

also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 

 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the 

broader Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

 

 
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

 
Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  pastor@lhelc.org 
(515) 771-5111  

 
https://wels.net/  https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version EHV 
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arch 2 Rev. Lucas Callies 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
North Liberty, IA 

Luke 23:13-16  The Crucial Hours:  
     A Part for the Whole?  

March 9 Rev. Roger Neumann 
Grace Lutheran 
Oskaloosa, IA 

Luke 22:31-32  The Crucial Hours:  
     Satan Has Asked to Sift All Of You  

March 16 Rev. Christian Walz 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Indianola, IA 

John 18:12  The Crucial Hours:  
     They Bound Him  

March 23 Rev. William King 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

Matthew 27:3-4  The Crucial Hours:  
     What to Remember When You are  
     Seized With Remorse  

March 30 Rev. Michael Smith 
Bethany Lutheran 
Ames, IA  
 

Matthew 26:18  The Crucial Hours:  
      I Will Keep the Passover  

April 6 Rev. Matt Pfeifer 
Lincoln Heights Lutheran 
Des Moines, IA 

Luke 22:66  The Crucial Hours:  
     The Semblance of Legality  

EVENING PRAYER 
 

6:30 PM 

Join us for a light supper at 5:30 pm. 
 

Signup is available to provide the supper each week.   
Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0945AEAE29A3FE3-lenten  

or contact Anna Christian at annaox505@gmail.com or   
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A Holy Week 
 
 “Holiday” is simply short for “holy day.” Throughout the course of a year, there are certain days 
we set apart as special: to commemorate extraordinary events, to celebrate 
influential individuals. While there are many holy days, there is but one holy 
week. The final week of Lent marks the most pivotal week in human history. 
In the four gospels—biographies of Jesus Christ’s 33-year life—this single 
week consumes nearly a third of the ink. The Holy Spirit considered the 
events of this week that important.  
 
On a holy day, the relentless march of time slows down. We set aside our  
usual routines to call attention to whatever or whoever makes that day  
special. Likewise, believers slow down this entire week to ponder all that 
Christ did for them,  
 from his humble entrance into Jerusalem . . .  
   to his sacrificial death on the cross . . .  
     to the victory of Easter morning.  

Sunday, April 10  
9:00 AM 

Palm Sunday:  
His Humility,  
Our Hope  

Palm Sunday perfectly illustrates how Jesus came to be 
the kind of king this world will never understand: one 
who conquers his enemies by surrendering to them, who 
crushes his opposition by himself being crushed, whose 
path to kingly exaltation begins with humiliation. This is 
the kind of King we have marching into battle as one of 
us and for all of us this week. This humble King is our 
only hope.  

Thursday, April 14  
6:30 PM 

Maundy Thursday: 
His Food,  
Our Fill  

Holy Thursday marked the end of something old and the 
start of something new. The Old Covenant, which God 
established through Moses, only exposed the people’s 
flaws. The New Covenant, however, listed all the bless-
ings God promised his people. No matter who you are or 
what you have done, the blessings of the New Covenant 
are “for you.” Eat the food Christ offers, and all your 
spiritual and eternal needs are satisfied.  

Friday, April 15  
6:30 PM 

Good Friday:  
His Punishment,  
Our Peace  

Good Friday is very different than a funeral. At a funer-
al, while we celebrate the blessings of someone’s earthly 
life, we mourn their death. In the case of Jesus, his death 
is the very thing we gather to celebrate and remember. 
For we know why Jesus willingly endured the agony of 
the cross. Jesus suffered this punishment vicariously. He 
was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our 
iniquities. Because he was, we are now right with our 
holy God. Jesus’ punishment is our peace  



23 

 

THE LIGHT IN THE DARK 

The Lutheran Mission Rural Health Centre is one of the evangelical tools that 
God through His children set up 60 years ago. The clinic still stands today 
with the same mission, which is to serve as the supportive branch to the gospel 
mission by communicating Christ’s love and by caring concern for the physical 
needs of our fellow man. 

For me, there is nothing better than being privileged to serve, to be part of the 
mission and be able to celebrate the 60th Anniversary for the Central Medical 
Mission working in Zambia. CAMM Stateside Committee has been very 
supportive to the operation of the Clinic. It is also gratifying to see staff and 
volunteers willingly uphold the institution’s mission. 

“Where is the light coming from?”. This was an interesting question that came 
from one of the community members after the area had no power for several 
days. “Does it mean that the clinic has a special cable that brings the power 
and gives you light?”. The man wondered what was bringing LIGHT when the 
whole area was in the DARK. The question sounds so innocent, and one is 
tempted to answer it as quickly as one can. The answer would be as easy as 
saying we are using a solar system at the clinic. But guess what? This is a 
reminder, that the light to shine throughout at all times, that light is Jesus 
Christ. “Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of 
life” (John 8: 12), and “You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden.” (Matthew 5:14) 

The second part of our mission is “caring concern for the physical need of our 
fellow man”. This entails the promotion and preservation of good health, 
restoring health, and relieving suffering and distress, including unborn 
children, disadvantaged minorities, marginalized communities, and the 
elderly. This part is being played by the members of the staff dedicated to 
services at the clinic with support from CAMM and all the supporters who 
have given gifts in the form of material and financial help. Friends, the same 
question may be asked, do you have a special cable? Yes, our special cable is 
Jesus Christ inviting us to eternal life. While in this world, let the light be seen 
by others. Every help rendered to the patients by members of staff, and gifts of 
all forms are because of the light in your in life. 
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In conclusion, using solar power for light and energy reminds us that there is 
light, which is ever shining, ever giving light. And when the electricity company 
cannot supply power, with solar you can be assured of light especially in this 
part of the world where we have sunshine most of the day even when there is a 
cloud cover. God is powerful over every situation. May God strengthen your life 
in whatever situation you maybe passing through, remembering that life is in 
Jesus Christ, our permanent light even when life is difficult. Jesus Christ is 
the light that shines in the dark. 

 
Thank you and may God bless you, 
Alisad Banda 
Clinic Administrator - Zambia 
 

Christ Centered Healthcare Supporting the Gospel Ministry 
 

Donations may be made by Check: Payable to Central Africa Medical Mission and Mailed to: 
WELS Gift Processing 
N16 W23377 Stone Ridge Drive 
Waukesha WI 53188 
Or Donate to CAMM online @ www.camm.us/donate-to-camm 

 

 
New Sunday Bible Class Series— starting April 3  

 
Our next 10-part study is  
TEN LIES ABOUT GOD 

 
 

We are wrapping up the current study—The Ideal Church—next week.  Many 
thanks to Andrew, Chris, and Zach for guiding us through it. 


