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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gather before our al-
mighty and saving God to offer him our worship and praise. We also assemble to hear God’s holy 
and powerful word and celebrate his life---giving sacraments. Through these means, God 
strengthens our faith and walks us ever closer to our eternal home with him.  We pray that this 
hour of worship fills you with the peace of God that transcends all understanding through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.   If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an usher, pastor, or 
any of our members.   Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time here at Beautiful Savior!  We 
invite you to worship with us again soon!  

TRUE WORSHIP 
True worship is more than the speaking or singing of words from a printed page. It takes place in 
the heart of each believer as we hear the Bible read, explained, and applied to our lives, and as we 
respond in grateful adoration to God for His great love and mercy in Jesus Christ. It is helpful to 
arrive early to look over the service and to spend time in prayer. While worship may take various 
forms, the use of standardized orders of worship (“liturgies”) dates back to the early Church, as a 
means of reinforcing Biblical beliefs and actively involving the congregation in worship.  

THE SACRAMENT (2ND AND LAST SUNDAY) 
In this Sacrament, Christ not only gives us bread and wine, but His holy body and blood, for the 
forgiveness of those who believe this (Matthew 26:26-28), but to the judgment of those who do 
not so believe. (1 Corinthians 11:27-31). Nothing is more sacred. Scripture requires that Pastors, as 
“stewards of the mysteries of Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1), commune only those who are spiritually 
prepared and in full doctrinal agreement. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17, Romans 10:17, Hebrews 13:17, 
James 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:11-16, 2 Timothy 4:1-5). We therefore ask that you please speak with the 
pastor before you receive the Lord’s Supper at Beautiful Savior for the first time. Thank you. 
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 SERIES THEME  
UNCOVERED  
We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to ap-
pear." Salva on has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church 
explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to 
appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our under-
standing, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind's natural assump ons about 
him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, 
it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season 
of Epiphany. Week a er week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his 
kingdom will be uncovered.  
 
THEME OF THE DAY  
RECEPTION UNCOVERED: REJECTION IS NOT THE EXCEPTION BUT THE 
RULE  
When one proclaims God's Word, typically the intentions are good. We want others to 
know the joy of salvation and the love of Christ. Therefore, it can be surprising to us 
when God's Word is met with apathy or rejection by those who hear it. It's easy to 
conclude that when the Word of God offends human minds and hearts (including our 
own), something has gone wrong. The truth that is uncovered this week is that rejec-
tion of Jesus' words is not the exception but the rule. Jesus' words will always offend. 
However, we will see that God can use even the rejection of his Word for good. 

 
 
ORDER OF SERVICE 
  
The Common Service with Communion—Page 15 
 
 
Lay Liturgist—Chris Ragner 
 
Accompanist—Teresa Ennen 
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OPENING HYMN  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun  84 
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STAND 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 
me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

  
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

  

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

  

 
M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. 
Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the 
afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON       Isaiah 61:1-6 (NIV84)  
 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 
the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide 
for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the 
oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his 
splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they 
will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 5 Aliens will 
shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 6 And you will be called 
priests of the Lord, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of 
nations, and in their riches you will boast.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 146    p. 120 

Refrain 
I will praise your name forever, my King and my God. 
 
Praise the LORD, O my soul.* 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
Do not put your trust in princes,* 

in mortal men, who cannot save. 
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,* 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Refrain 
 
The LORD gives food to the hungry,* 

the LORD sets prisoners free. 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind,* 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
The LORD watches over the outcast* 

and sustains the fatherless and the widow. 
The LORD remains faithful forever.* 

He upholds the cause of the oppressed. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
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SECOND LESSON        Acts 4:23-31 (NIV84)   
 
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 
chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the 
earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the 
mouth of your servant, our father David: “ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in 
vain? 26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the 
Lord and against his Anointed One.’ 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with 
the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 
happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word 
with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and 
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After they prayed, the place 
where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke the word of God boldly.  
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. (Luke 4:18)  
 

 

 

 
 

STAND 
 

M: The Gospel is from Luke, chapter 4, beginning at verse 16. 
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GOSPEL            Luke 4:16-30 (NIV84) 
 
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 

the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18 “The Spirit 

of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release 

the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, 

gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 

fastened on him, 21 and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 

his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote 

this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have 

heard that you did in Capernaum.’ ” 24 “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is 

accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s 

time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine 

throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath 

in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha 

the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 All the people 

in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the 

town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw 

him down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, 
  seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
  and became fully human. 
       For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
      He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
      We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

BE SEATED  
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HYMN OF THE DAY Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   93 
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SERMON   Reception Uncovered    Luke 4:16-30 

 
STAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BE SEATED 

14 

 

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS 
 

OFFERING 
 

STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into  
 our world to save us from sin and death: 
C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 
preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of 
salvation to those doomed to death. 

 

M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good 
news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to 
speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 
 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and 
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the 
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort 
those who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 (Silent prayer.) 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 
the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting 
song of triumph. 

C: Amen. 

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
 thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory 
 as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on 
 earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their  glorious 
 song: 
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W    
 
M:  

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 BE SEATED 18 

 

D  
 
HYMN  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  311 
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STAND 
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M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name  of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN   Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing   340  
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Thursday Jan 27  6:30 PM 2022 Monthly Out-to-Dinner K-Group  
 
 

Weather permitting we will be going to  
El Patron Mexican Restaurant & Cantina, 6350 Douglas, Urbandale  

 
Contact Carolyn Stroh to be added to the reserva on list. 

carolynstroh1767@gmail.com 
(515) 720-0610 

 

 
Sunday  January 23  9:00 AM Worship w/Communion 
           (also Zoom, YouTube) 
 

10:15 AM Sunday School 
        10:15 AM Adult Bible Class
 
Thursday January 27  4:35 PM Catechism Class 
        6:30 PM Out to Dinner K-Group 
 
Sunday  January 30  9:00 AM Worship  
           (also Zoom, YouTube) 
  

10:15 AM Sunday School 
        10:15 AM Adult Bible Class

Zoom:h ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/6801341226?
pwd=aGJPYzlyK2FSaG5PZndpY0VuNEtDUT09 

 
YouTube:h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOpIwmjcStamZeoTS4GihFw/videos?

view=57&flow=grid 
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your own, please 

accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the service, or by appointment at 

your convenience). Please come and worship with us again. 

 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches congregations unit-

ed by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, called the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations 

serving in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The WELS 

also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 

 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the 

broader Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

 
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

 
Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  pastor@lhelc.org 
(515) 771-5111  

 
https://wels.net/  https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version EHV 

 

All materials reprinted under OneLicense.net A-722518. 
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God’s Word  
for This Week: Jesus is Our Long-Foretold Savior 

Jesus “going public” should not have surprised his Jewish countrymen. They had 
known of the coming Messiah for a long time, dating back to the promise given 
Abraham (Genesis 12:3), even to Eden (Genesis 3:15). Yet, when Jesus finally ar-
rived, “his own did not receive him” (John 1:10). He was not the kind of Savior that 
many were looking for. That too was foretold: “He was despised and rejected by 
men” (Isaiah 53:3). 

First Lesson – Isaiah 61:1-6 
 
Who is speaking in these verses? 
 
What would the Savior come to do according to Isaiah? 
 
What promise does the Lord make to Christians in verse 6? 
 
 
Second Lesson – Acts 4:23-31 
 
When Peter and John were released from imprisonment, the believers in Jerusalem re-
sponded with prayer. Why did they begin by reminding God of all he had made? 
 
Why did the believers turn next in their prayer to what God had said in Psalm 2, about a 
thousand years earlier? 
 
Were Herod and Pilate helpless pawns on God’s chessboard? 
 
 
Gospel – Luke 4:14-21 
 
What Scripture did Jesus read in Nazareth’s synagogue? 
 
What amazing words did Jesus use to conclude his reading? 
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God’s Word for This Week:  Answers from last Sunday 
 
First Lesson – Isaiah 62:1-5 

Who is speaking in these verses through the prophet Isaiah? For instance, who’s the “I” of verse 

one? 

The pre-incarnate Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, is the speaker. 

For whose sake would Jesus do what he did as our Savior? 

Jesus says that he would speak “for Zion’s sake” and “for Jerusalem’s sake.” (In the Old Testament, “Zion” and 

“Jerusalem” often represent the people of God, the Church. That is the case in these verses.) In other words, Jesus 

serves as our advocate; he speaks on our behalf before his heavenly Father. (See 1 John 2:1; Romans 8:34.) 

What is the result of Jesus’ gracious work for his people? 

No longer are we estranged from our heavenly Father because of our sin. Instead, the Lord delights in us (Hephzibah), 

and we are “married” (Beulah) to him. All this is a result of Jesus’ work as our gracious Savior. 

 

Second Lesson – Ephesians 3:14-21 

Jesus came to visit a wedding in Cana. What does Paul pray for the Christians in Ephesus, by con-

trast? (See 3:17.) 

Paul prays that Christ may not just visit but dwell in the hearts of believers through their trust in Christ. 

Nobody knew how Jesus turned water into wine. Likewise, what does Paul want Christians to 

know? (See 3:19.) 

Paul wants Christians to know the love that surpasses knowledge, the immense love Christ has for us. (Note the irony. 

How do you truly know something that surpasses knowledge?) 

How much is God able to do? (See 3:20-21.) 

God is not just able to do what we ask. God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine. 

 

Gospel – John 2:1-11 

What problem arose at the wedding in Cana to which Jesus and his disciples were invited? 

The wedding had run out of wine. It was customary in Jesus’ day for weddings to be celebrated several days. It seems 

clear that the wedding hosts had not adequately prepared. 

How did Jesus react when Mary told him that they had run out of wine? Why did he react this way? 

Jesus wondered why Mary involved him, stating, “My time has not yet come.” Jesus seems to be suggesting that it was-

n’t yet time for him to publicly reveal himself as the promised Savior through his miracles. As it was, the forthcoming 

miracle seemed to be performed quietly. 

What did Jesus do to resolve the problem? 

Jesus changed water into wine. Although his disciples trusted in him, it seems his miracle went otherwise unnoticed. 

(Note also the wondrous kindness of Jesus in performing a miracle that was not necessary but improved a celebration. 

What a Savior we have, one who loves to do more than he promises and more than we need!) 


