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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gath‐
er before our almighty and saving God to offer him our worship and praise. We 
also assemble to hear God’s holy and powerful word and celebrate his life‐‐‐
giving sacraments. Through these means, God strengthens our faith and walks us 
ever closer to our eternal home with him.  We pray that this hour of worship fills 
you with the peace of God that transcends all understanding through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an ush‐
er, pastor, or any of our members.   Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time 
here at Beautiful Savior!  We invite you to worship with us again soon!  

TRUE WORSHIP 
True worship is more than the speaking or singing of words from a printed 
page. It takes place in the heart of each believer as we hear the Bible read, ex‐
plained, and applied to our lives, and as we respond in grateful adoration to God 
for His great love and mercy in Jesus Christ. It is helpful to arrive early to look 
over the service and to spend time in prayer. While worship may take various 
forms, the use of standardized orders of worship (“liturgies”) dates back to the 
early Church, as a means of reinforcing Biblical beliefs and actively involving the 
congregation in worship.  

THE SACRAMENT (2ND AND LAST SUNDAY) 
In this Sacrament, Christ not only gives us bread and wine, but His holy body 
and blood, for the forgiveness of those who believe this (Matthew 26:26‐28), but 
to the judgment of those who do not so believe. (1 Corinthians 11:27‐31). Nothing 
is more sacred. Scripture requires that Pastors, as “stewards of the mysteries of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1), commune only those who are spiritually prepared 
and in full doctrinal agreement. (1 Corinthians 10:16‐17, Romans 10:17, Hebrews 
13:17, James 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:11‐16, 2 Timothy 4:1‐5). We therefore ask that you 
please speak with the pastor before you receive the Lord’s Supper at Beautiful 
Savior for the first time. Thank you. 
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THE COMMON SERVICE w Communion 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the 

Christian church. It became the service commonly used by English‐speaking Lutherans 
in America and appeared as “The Order of the  Holy Communion” in The Lutheran 
Hymnal. The present revision may  be used either with or without the sacrament. 
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STAND 

M:    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   ♫ Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
 our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
 that I have  disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 
 have done what is evil  and failed to do what is good. For this I   
 deserve your punishment both now and forever. But I am truly  sorry 
 for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus  Christ, I pray: Lord, have 
 mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

  Kyrie 

C:   ♫  Lord, have mercy on us.   
 Christ, have mercy on us.   
 Lord, have mercy on us. 

M:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
 only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
 called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
 sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:    ♫  Amen. 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD  
  Gloria in Excelsis 

C:   ♫  Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward 
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 men. We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, 
 we give thanks to you, for your great glory,  O Lord God, heavenly 
 King, God the Father almighty. 

 O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 
 God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have 
 mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 
 You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  

 For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father.
 Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

As the first Advent candle is lit—the Hope Candle—the congregation 
sings CW 23   OH, COME, OH, COME, EMMANUEL 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:    ♫  And also with you. 

M: Let us pray 
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength 
 and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live 
 and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever.  

C:  ♫  Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:  J  33:14‐16  
14 Listen, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the good 
promises that I have spoken to the house of Israel and concerning the 
house of Judah. 
15  In those days and at that time, 
 I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line. 
 He will establish justice and righteousness on earth. 
16  In those days Judah will be saved, 
 and Jerusalem will dwell securely. 
 This is what she will be called: 
 The Lord Our Righteousness. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 25  
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SECOND LESSON:  1 T  3:9‐13  
9 Indeed, how can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we 
have before God on account of you? 10 Night and day we are praying ear‐
nestly to see you in person and to supply what is lacking in your faith. 

11 May God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. 12 And may the Lord increase your love and make it overflow for each 
other and for all people, just as ours does for you, 13 so that he may estab‐
lish your hearts as blameless in holiness before our God and Father, when 
our Lord Jesus comes with all his saints. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:  Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming 
 soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia  

C:  ♫  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

STAND 

 

THE GOSPEL:  Luke 21:25‐36  

M:  The Holy Gospel  is written in the 21st chapter of Luke,  
 beginning at the 25th verse 

C:  ♫  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And on the earth nations 
will be in anguish, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the surging 
waves, 26 people fainting from fear and expectation of the things coming 
on the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory 
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28 But when these things begin to happen, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is near.” 
29 He told them a parable. “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 As soon as 
they are sprouting leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer 
is actually near. 31 So also, when you see these things happening, know that 
the kingdom of God is near. 32 Amen I tell you: This generationwill not pass 
away until all these things happen. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will never pass away. 
34 “Watch yourselves or else your hearts will be weighed down with carous‐
ing, drunkenness, and the worries of this life, and that day may come on you 
suddenly. 35 For it will come like a trap on all those who dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. 36 Stay alert all the time, praying that you may be able to 
escape all these things that are going to happen and that you may be able to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

M: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
C:  ♫  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is,  
  seen and unseen.’ 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one being with the Father.    
       Through him all things were made.  
        For us and for our salvation, he  came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
        He suffered death and was buried.  
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
        He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his  kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped  
  and glorified,  
  who has spoken through the prophets.  
        We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
        We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.    
        We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

H     364  L  H  C     
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SERMON T  LORD O  R  
STAND 

C:  ♫  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit  
within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take  
not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your sal‐
vation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

O  

We did not pass the offering plate this morning.   If you desire, your offering may be placed in the plate at the 
back of the sanctuary a er worship, or consider using Vanco Online as linked on our website. 

P     

P: We lift up our souls to you, O Lord  
C:  Make us to know your ways and teach us your paths. 
 
P:  
C:   
 

C:  help us to recognize Jesus Christ as that promised Messiah and to wel‐
come him into our hearts and lives each day through faith. 

 
P:  Grant that your Holy Spirit would touch our hearts to recognize our 

sinfulness and our need for repentance and forgiveness.  
C:  Help us to hate sin and to take to heart your will for our lives. 
 
P:  Be our strength in the hour of temptation and help us to serve you and 

bring glory to your name with an undivided heart. 
C: 

 
 
P:  

 
C:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the high‐

est. Oh come Lord Jesus to save us and set us free. 
 
P:  

  
C: 

P: 
C: 

P:  Especially, O Lord, we implore you to look with favor upon our land. 
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C:  Grant wisdom, understanding, and honesty to those who govern and 
those who are governed. 

 
 

(Special Petitions) 
 
 
P:  Help us to recognize the signs of your coming and be prepared for that 

great day. 
C:  We pray in the name of and for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 
    
L   

  Our Father, who art in heaven,   
    hallowed be thy name,  
    thy kingdom come,   
    thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
    who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,   
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom  
    and the power and the glory  
    forever and ever. Amen. 

T   

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  ♫  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  ♫  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C:  ♫  It is good and right so to do. 
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M:   It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
 give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist  
 prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus 
 as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, 
 with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
 name and join their  glorious song: 

, ,  
  Sanctus 

C:  ♫  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he,  blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of 
 the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

W    

M:  

M:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:    ♫  Amen. 

O C ,    
  Agnus Dei 

C:  ♫  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
  have mercy on us.   
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
  have mercy on us.  
 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
    grant us your peace. Amen. 
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BE SEATED 

D  

During the distribution, please exit your pew from the side aisles only, go to the back of 
the sanctuary, apply hand sanitizer and approach the altar via the center aisle.   

S   S  
  Nunc Dimittis 

C:    ♫  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 
 word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have pre
 pared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 
 and the glory of your people Israel. 

M:   O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C:    ♫  And his mercy endures forever. 

M:   We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 
 holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in 
 you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name 
 of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
             ‐or‐ 

 O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness 
 you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that 
 through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 
 We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and 
 minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after 
 day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    ♫  Amen. 

M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:    ♫  Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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God’s Word  
for This Week: 

Be Prepared for Jesus’ Coming 

“Advent” comes from the Latin word for “coming” or “arrival.” In today’s 
Bible readings, Jesus urges us to be ready for his coming. It could be at any 
time. It will bring far greater destruction than when the Lord leveled Sod‐
om. What a difference that outlook makes in our prayers! How much we 
long to see our Lord and experience fully the freedom he bought for us 
with his blood. 

First Lesson – Jeremiah 33:14‐16 

 Who is the “righteous Branch” that will sprout from David’s line? 

 Who will be called “the LORD our righteousness”? 

Second Lesson – 1 Thessalonians 3:9‐13 

 What does Paul ask the Lord to do within the Thessalonian congrega‐
tion? 

 What is Paul’s underlying concern as he prays? 

Gospel – Luke 21:25‐36 

 What will it be like right as Jesus reappears at the end of time? 

 How will God’s people react when Jesus returns visibly? (See especially 
21:28.) 

 Because of this, what should our daily lives be like now? (See especially 
21:34‐36.) 

. 
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God’s Word for This Week:  Answers from last Sunday 
 
First Lesson – Daniel 7:13,14 
Who is the “Ancient of Days” mentioned in verse 13? 
The “Ancient of Days” is God the Father. The name “Ancient of Days” refers to the fact 
that he has existed from all eternity. 

According to verse 14, what did Jesus receive? 
Having humbled himself to pay for the sins of the world, God the Father exalted Jesus 
once again to his rightful position as King of kings. He received authority, glory, and 
power. He receives the praise and worship that is his alone. His kingship and almighty 
power will never end. 
 
Second Lesson – Revelation 1:4b‐8 
According to verses five and six, what has Jesus our King done for us? 
Our King has freed us from sin by his blood. He has made us citizens of his heavenly 
kingdom. He has made us priests who have the right to approach him and serve him. 
To him be glory and power forever and ever! 
 
Verse seven tells us that our King is coming with the clouds and everyone will see 
him. What is he coming to do? 
He is coming to judge the living and the dead. Those who rejected him and continue to 
reject him will see him. He will send them to their eternal punishment in hell. He will 
then take us, his faithful subjects to be with him forever in his heavenly kingdom. 

What does it mean that Jesus our King is the “Alpha and the Omega”? 
The letters Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Jesus, 
our King, is the beginning and the end. He is eternal. 

Gospel – John 18:33‐37 
How is Jesus different from the kings of this world? 

His kingdom is not of this world. Jesus is the king and ruler of all things in this world 
and the next. His kingdom will have no end. Geographical borders do not bind his sub‐
jects. Those on the side of truth, i.e., those that believe in Jesus are citizens of his king‐
dom. Jesus, our King, offered the ultimate sacrifice by dying on the cross in order to 
win for us salvation. As our King he offered his life in humble service. 
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Sunday   Nov 28   9:00 AM  Worship   
           (also Zoom, YouTube) 
       10:15 AM 

Wed.    Dec 1    6:30 PM   Advent Vespers 
 
 
Sunday   Dec 5    9:00 AM 
             10:15 AM   

Zoom:h ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/6801341226?
pwd=aGJPYzlyK2FSaG5PZndpY0VuNEtDUT09 

 
YouTube:h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCOpIwmjcStamZeoTS4GihFw/videos?view=57&flow=grid 

Wed.      6:30 PM  Advent Vespers
Sunday   Dec. 5    5:30 PM  Advent by Candlelight 
Sunday   Dec 19   9:00 AM  Children’s Christmas Program 
Wed.    Dec. 24  6:30 PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
Sunday   Jan 9    9:00 AM  Pastor Sahlstrom Re rement/Last 
                   Service at BSLC 
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Ladies, you won’t want to miss this year’s  

Advent by Candlelight  

Sunday, December 5 at 5:30pm.  

All women of the church are invited, and are encouraged to invite female 

family members, friends and neighbors for a Christ-centered preparation for 

the holiday season.  Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board,  

or contact Kathy Peterson. 

He is Coming! 

Let the joy about Jesus’ birth fill your heart!  
 

Children’s Christmas Service 
December 19  

9am 
Children will be practicing during the Sunday School hour,  

starting this week 
20 

Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify 
God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  

and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your 
own, please accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the 
service, or by appointment at your convenience). Please come and 
worship with us again. 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches 
congregations united by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, 
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The 
WELS is a world‐wide church with congregations serving in all 
fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The 
WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission 
work. 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of 
the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the broader Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225‐4392 

Pastor Greg Sahlstrom  pastor@beautifulsavior.org 

https://wels.net/ https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version  

EHV 

 


