BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
West Des Moines, IA
Sunday, December 12, 2021
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gather before our almighty and saving God to oﬀer him our worship and praise. We
also assemble to hear God’s holy and powerful word and celebrate his life--giving sacraments. Through these means, God strengthens our faith and walks us
ever closer to our eternal home with him. We pray that this hour of worship ills
you with the peace of God that transcends all understanding through our Lord
Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an usher, pastor, or any of our members. Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time
here at Beautiful Savior! We invite you to worship with us again soon!

TRUE WORSHIP
True worship is more than the speaking or singing of words from a printed
page. It takes place in the heart of each believer as we hear the Bible read, explained, and applied to our lives, and as we respond in grateful adoration to God
for His great love and mercy in Jesus Christ. It is helpful to arrive early to look
over the service and to spend time in prayer. While worship may take various
forms, the use of standardized orders of worship (“liturgies”) dates back to the
early Church, as a means of reinforcing Biblical beliefs and actively involving the
congregation in worship.

Third Sunday of Advent
JOY
December 12, 2021

THE SACRAMENT (2ND AND LAST SUNDAY)
In this Sacrament, Christ not only gives us bread and wine, but His holy body
and blood, for the forgiveness of those who believe this (Matthew 26:26-28),
but to the judgment of those who do not so believe. (1 Corinthians 11:27-31).
Nothing is more sacred. Scripture requires that Pastors, as “stewards of the
mysteries of Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1), commune only those who are spiritually prepared and in full doctrinal agreement. (1 Corinthians 10:16-17, Romans
10:17, Hebrews 13:17, James 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:11-16, 2 Timothy 4:1-5). We
therefore ask that you please speak with the pastor before you receive the
Lord’s Supper at Beautiful Savior for the irst time. Thank you.
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M:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.

C
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:

.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

PėĆĞĊė Ćēĉ ĕėĆĎĘĊ
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M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts
with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

♫

Lord, have mercy.
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M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your
love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan
and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
♫

M:

For the well‐being of your holy Church in all the world and for those
who oﬀer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C:

♫

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power
and keep us in your tender care:

C:

♫

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of
praise.

C:

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

C: ♫

Z

3:14‐17

Sing out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all
your heart, you daughter of Jerusalem. 15 The LORD has removed the judg‐
ment against you. He has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is
in your midst! You no longer need to fear disaster. 16 In that day Jerusalem
will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion. Do not give up. 17 The LORD your God
is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes great delight in you. He will
quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with singing.”

Amen.
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♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit; you make us pure
and holy in your sight. You did not spare your only Son, but gave
him up for us all. O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all
the earth. O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to
live with us; you made your Father known; you washed us from our
sins in your own blood. You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.

Let us pray.
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news
of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and
fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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ALL:

Remember your mercy, O Lord;
remember your mercy and love.

M:

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;*

C:

O Lord, hear my voice.

M:

Let your ears be attentive*

C:

to my cry for mercy.

M:

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,*

C:

O Lord, who could stand?

M:

But with you there is forgiveness;*

C:

therefore you are feared.

M:

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.*

C:

My soul waits for the Lord more than

L

P
M:

F
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C:
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TčĊ ĜĔėĉ

watchmen wait for the morning.
M:

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,*

C:

for with the LORD is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.

BE SEATED
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ALL:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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4:4‐7

4

Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all under‐
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

V
M:

C:

Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way before you. Alleluia.
♫ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia!
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Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should
we do?”

13

To them he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.”

14

Soldiers were also asking him, “And what should we do?”

He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force or false accusa‐
tion. Be satisfied with your wages.”
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The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their
hearts if John might be the Christ. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you
with water. But someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie
the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out
his threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn
up the chaﬀ with unquenchable fire.”

18

Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching
good news to the people.
C:

♫

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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3:7‐18
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So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him,
“You oﬀspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruits in keeping with repentance! Do not even
think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ because I
tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these
stones. 9 Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every
tree that does not produce good fruit is going to be cut down and thrown
into the fire.”

10

The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”

11

He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with the person
who has none, and whoever has food should do the same.”
7

8

V

S

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

O
We did not pass the oﬀering plate this morning. If you desire, your oﬀering may be placed in the plate at
the back of the sanctuary after worship, or consider using VancoOnline as linked on our website.
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4:4‐7)

STAND

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
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C

P: We come with joyous hearts, O Lord Most High, into the courts of
Zion
C: Your judgments against us have been removed by the One whose
birth we soon shall celebrate.
P: We confess that we deserve the same righteous judgments John the
Bap zer hurled against the mul tude that came to him.
C:

C:
P: As stewards of your crea on, we have o en been wasteful and
unconcerned about damaging natural resources entrusted to us.
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C:
P:

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets,
he promised a King to bring light to those living in darkness and in
the shadow of death. Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory for ever and ever.

C:

♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of
your glory. You are my God, and I will exalt you. I will give you
thanks, for you have become my salvation. Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.

C:
P:
C: Send your Holy Spirit to work through your Word to create faith.
P:
C:
(Special PeƟƟons)

P: Grant us increasing an cipa on and Joy as Christmas draws near,
C: We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
W

L
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

TčĊ ĘĆĈėĆĒĊēę
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

♫

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

♫

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

♫

And also with you.

We lift them up to the Lord.

M:

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

♫

C:

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.

Amen.

BE SEATED

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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T
C:

♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell everyone what he has
done. Let all who see the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts
of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia!

M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again,
and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: ♫

Amen.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: ♫

Amen. Amen. Amen.
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God’s Word
for This Week:

Knowing Jesus Brings
Wondrous Joy

The coming of Christ into the world the first time created
joy like none other. His reappearing will bring unimagina‐
ble joy to all who really know him and trust in him. The
better we know God’s grace to us in forgiving all our sins
and his concern for all our needs, the more we will seek to
serve him and help others. Once again, we will rejoice.
First Lesson – Zephaniah 3:14‐17
What is the emotion that he desires in “Zion”?
What is the motivation for such emotions?

Second Lesson – Philippians 4:4‐7
What two attitudes does Paul encourage in us here?
How can someone feel joyful in the troubled world we see all around
us?

Gospel – Luke 3:7‐18
What did John the Baptist say comes with real repentance?
What are some examples of actions that fit real repentance?
What was the final goal of John’s preaching?
15
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God’s Word for This Week: Answers from last Sunday
First Lesson – Malachi 3:1-4
Look at Malachi 3:1. Who is the messenger who will prepare the
way before the LORD? Here Malachi prophesies about John the Baptizer. (See Matthew 11:10 for details.) John would prepare people for the arrival
of the master they were seeking when they complained, “Where is the God of
justice?”
What will the coming of the LORD be like? When Jesus, God’s messenger, came the first time, Malachi said he would be like strong soap or hot
fire to purify people. These images picture the often-painful process God uses
to remove people’s selfish ways and to create lives of faith which honor the
God of justice.

Second Lesson – Philippians 1:3-11
What brings Paul joy when he thinks of the Philippian congregation? He is excited because God has shared that same grace with them
that he has experienced through the gospel. This is his underlying joy through
everything. (Does this endear you to your fellow Christians?)

What does he want for their lives (and ours) up to the time of
Christ’s return? He prays that they will be able to understand clearly and
make the right choices of what is best. This will lead them to exhibit a life without blame before God. This comes from a knowledge and depth of insight connected with Jesus. (Is your spiritual life progressing?)

Gospel – Luke 3:1-6
In contrast to some of the great men of that era, to whom did the
word of the Lord come? Where? God did not speak directly to the Roman emperor or the Jewish high priest. He spoke directly to John the Baptist,
in the desert of all places. (Today too, God casts down the mighty from their
thrones, but he lifts up the lowly.)
On what did John the Baptist center his preaching? John was
known for his baptizing. People were prepared for it by repenting. In Baptism,
they found forgiveness of sins through faith.
How had the prophet Isaiah described John’s task? John would be
a lone voice getting people ready to see the Messiah when he arrived on the
public scene. It was to be a preparation like that of an arriving king. This spectacular coming would rescue the whole17
world.
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beau ful Savior glorify
Sunday

Dec 12

9:00 AM

Worship
(also Zoom, YouTube)

10:15 AM
2:00 PM

Christmas Caroling

4:00 PM

Vacancy Pre‐Call Mee ng

God by

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your

Mon.

Dec 3

6:30 PM

Church Council

Wed.

Dec 15

5:30PM
6:30 PM

Soup Supper
Advent Vespers

service, or by appointment at your convenience). Please come and

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches

Sat.

Dec 18

9:30 AM

Children's Christmas Program Prac ce

Sunday

Dec 19

9:00 AM

Children's Christmas Program

own, please accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the
worship with us again.

congregations united by a common faith in Christ’s saving love,
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The

Zoom:h ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/6801341226?
pwd=aGJPYzlyK2FSaG5PZndpY0VuNEtDUT09

WELS is a world‐wide church with congregations serving in all

YouTube:h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOpIwmjcStamZeoTS4GihFw/videos?view=57&flow=grid

WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission

Wed.

Dec. 24

6:30 PM

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

Sunday

Jan 9

9:00 AM

Pastor Sahlstrom Re rement/Last
Service at BSLC

fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The
work.
We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of
the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the broader Confessional Evangelical
Lutheran Conference (CELC).

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225‐4392
Mrs. Sahlstrom is retiring, so we need
a PreK-K-1st grade
Sunday school teacher.
Regular Sunday School classes
start on January 2nd.
See Kathy Peterson if interested.
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Pastor Greg Sahlstrom pastor@beau fulsavior.org
h ps://wels.net/

h ps://els.org/

h ps://celc.info/

Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV)

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version®, EHV®
© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved.
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You won’t want to miss

To Us a Child Is Born

the Children’s Christmas Service
on Sunday, December 12
at our 9AM service.
Children will tell about Jesus’ birth
with joyful hearts, songs, and readings.
See you there!
Beautiful Savior Ev. Luth. Church
8051 E.P. True Pkwy
West Des Moines
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