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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gath‐
er before our almighty and saving God to offer him our worship and praise. We 
also assemble to hear God’s holy and powerful word and celebrate his life‐‐‐
giving sacraments. Through these means, God strengthens our faith and walks us 
ever closer to our eternal home with him.  We pray that this hour of worship fills 
you with the peace of God that transcends all understanding through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an ush‐
er, pastor, or any of our members.   Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time 
here at Beautiful Savior!  We invite you to worship with us again soon!  

TRUE WORSHIP 
True worship is more than the speaking or singing of words from a printed 
page. It takes place in the heart of each believer as we hear the Bible read, ex‐
plained, and applied to our lives, and as we respond in grateful adoration to God 
for His great love and mercy in Jesus Christ. It is helpful to arrive early to look 
over the service and to spend time in prayer. While worship may take various 
forms, the use of standardized orders of worship (“liturgies”) dates back to the 
early Church, as a means of reinforcing Biblical beliefs and actively involving the 
congregation in worship.  

THE SACRAMENT (2ND AND LAST SUNDAY) 
In this Sacrament, Christ not only gives us bread and wine, but His holy body 
and blood, for the forgiveness of those who believe this (Matthew 26:26‐28), but 
to the judgment of those who do not so believe. (1 Corinthians 11:27‐31). Nothing 
is more sacred. Scripture requires that Pastors, as “stewards of the mysteries of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1), commune only those who are spiritually prepared 
and in full doctrinal agreement. (1 Corinthians 10:16‐17, Romans 10:17, Hebrews 
13:17, James 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:11‐16, 2 Timothy 4:1‐5). We therefore ask that you 
please speak with the pastor before you receive the Lord’s Supper at Beautiful 
Savior for the first time. Thank you. 
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To Us a Child Is Born 
 
 
 
Congregation Processional Hymn:  

Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful (#55) 

1   Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
  Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
  Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 

   Refrain: 
   Oh, come, let us adore him, 
   Oh, come, let us adore him, 
   Oh, come, let us adore him, 
   Christ the Lord. 

2   God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 
  Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 
  Only begotten Son of God the Father. [Refrain] 

Please stand 
 
3   Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 
  Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above. 
  Glory to God, All glory in the highest. [Refrain] 
 
 
THE INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
  Holy Spirit.  
All:   Amen. 
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Psalm 105 (responsive) 
P:  Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 
C:  make known among the nations what he has done 
 

P: Sing to him, sing praise to him; 
C: tell of all his wonderful acts.  
 

P: Glory in his holy name; 
C:  let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  
 

P: Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always.  
C:  Remember the wonders he has done. 
 

Be Seated 
 
Congregation Hymn:  

Come, O Long Expected Jesus (#6)  
 

1   Come, O long-expected Jesus, 
  Born to set your people free; 
  From our sins and fears release us 
  By your death on Calvary. 
  Israel's Strength and Consolation, 
  Hope to all the earth impart, 
  Dear Desire of ev'ry nation, 
  Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

2   Born your people to deliver, 
  Born a child and yet a king, 
  Born to reign in us forever, 
  Now your gracious kingdom bring. 
  By your own eternal Spirit 
  Rule in all our hearts alone; 
  By your all-sufficient merit 
  Raise us to your glorious throne. 
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Responsive Reading (by Sunday School children) 

Avery: For to us a Child is born,  

Dylan:  To us a Son is given  

Avery: and the Government will be on his shoulders.  

Dylan:   And he will be called… 

Middle Row: Wonderful Counselor 

Front Row: Mighty God 

Back Row:  Everlasting Father 

All Kids: Prince of Peace.  

 

Avery:  This Christmas, we receive the blessed gift of a holy 

child, which is our comfort and hope for an everlast-

ing life in Heaven.  

 
 

The Message Presented by the Children 
The Story of Jesus’ Birth 

 
Sunday School:  To Us a Child is Born  
 
Dylan:  Every child conceived and born into this world is a 

priceless, precious gift from God. Each new life is 
unique and worth more than all the wealth of the 
world. Today we celebrate the birth of the most  
precious Child of all, Jesus, the Messiah.  
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The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 
Avery:  The Christmas story was first shared with a waiting 

world many years before Christ’s birth. From the 
pens of ancient prophets, a message from God was 
delivered to His children. Nearly 800 years before 
Christ was born, Micah wrote, “But you Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be 
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times.” 

 
Dylan:  This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, 
but before they came together, she was found to be 
with child through the Holy Spirit.  

 
Zackery:  An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.” 

 
Dylan:  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet Isaiah: “The virgin will be with 
child and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
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Choir and Sunday School:  
He Is Born, the Child Divine  

 
The Birth of Jesus 
 
Mariana:  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that 

a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world.  (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone 
went to their own town to register. 

 
Dora:  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  

 

Amelia:  He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 
child.  

 
Ellie O:  While they were there, the time came for the baby 

to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son.  

 
Josh:  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a man-

ger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
 
 
Sunday School:  

Away in a Manger 
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The Shepherds and the Angels 
 
Cooper:  And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terri-
fied.  

 
Nathaniel:  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  

 
Pre K & K:  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
Ellie Z:  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host ap-

peared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 
Congregation Hymn:  

Angels We Have Heard on High (#63)  
 

1   Angels we have heard on high, 
  Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
  And the mountains in reply, 
  Echoing their joyous strains. 

  Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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3   Come to Bethlehem and see 
  Him whose birth the angels sing; 
  Come, adore on bended knee 
  Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

   
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
Dora:  When the angels had left them and gone into heav-

en, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 

 
 

Amelia/Ellie O:  So they hurried off and found Mary and  
 Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the   
 manger.  
 
 

Ellie Z:  When they had seen him, they spread the word  
concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them.  

 

 

Josh:  But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 
them in her heart.  

 
 

6th/7th Gr: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen,  
which were just as they had been told. 
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Congregation Hymn:  
Go Tell it on the Mountain (#57)  

 Refrain: 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born. 
   

1.  While shepherds kept their watching 
 O'er silent flocks by night, 
 Behold, throughout the heavens 
 There shone a holy light.  [Refrain] 
 
3.  Down in a lowly manger 
 The humble Christ was born; 
 And God sent our salvation 
 That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
 
 
Dylan:  The story of Jesus’ birth is humble, yet so remarka-

ble! An immaculate conception, born in a stable to 
an earthly mother. Surely, this is God’s greatest gift 
to us! Jesus was sent to earth to live a perfect life, 
die on the cross to take away our sins, and was 
raised to life. Because of God’s great goodness and 
compassion, we now have the everlasting hope of 
Heaven.  
 

Sun School:  For God so loved the world, that he gave his one 
and only son, that whoever believes in him, shall not 
perish, but have eternal life. John 3 verse 16 
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Avery:  Action Poem: Jesus Was a Baby Boy  
  Jesus was a baby boy     
  Came to earth to bring us joy.    
  God had promised us His Son,     
  So that sin would be undone.     
  What a gift our Father gave:     
  Jesus Christ, who’s strong to save!    
  Thanks to Him, we are set free.     

 We are in God’s family!   
 
 
Choir: Angels Lullaby 
 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE   “House of Bread”  Micah 5:2-5 

2   But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
      though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
      from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. 
      His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 

3   Therefore the Lord will give them up, 
      until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child. 
      Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of 
  Israel. 

4   He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the Lord, 
      in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
      They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the 
  earth. 

5   This one will be their peace. 
      When Assyria invades our land 
      and tramples on our citadels, 
      we will raise against him seven shepherds 
      and eight leaders of men. 
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Congregation:  
Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising (#42) 

 
1.   Come, your hearts and voices raising, 
  Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 
  Loudly sing his love amazing, 
  Worthy folk of Christendom.  
 
2.   See how God, for us providing, 
  Gave His Son and life abiding; 
  He our weary steps is guiding 
  From earth's woe to heav’nly joy. 
 
5.   Gracious Child, we pray you, hear us, 
  From your lowly manger cheer us, 
  Gently lead us and be near us 
  Till we join th’ angelic choir. 
 

Please stand 
 
APOSTLES CREED 
 
All:   I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ,  
  his only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilot,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
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  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at  
   the right hand of God the Father  
   almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living  
   and the dead.  
  
  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting.   Amen.  
 
Pastor:  O God, you make us glad with the yearly  
  remembrance of the birth of your one and only Son, 
  Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive him as 
  our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold 
  him when he will come to be our judge, who lives 
  and reigns with you and the Holy  Spirit, one God, 
  now and forever.  
 
All:   Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
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  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power  
   and the glory  
   forever and ever.  
  Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION: 
 
Pastor:   May he, who by his incarnation gathered things 
  earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy 
  that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of 
  sins and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of 
  God Almighty—the Father, the (+) Son, and the Holy 
  Spirit—be upon you  and remain with you always.  

 
C:   Amen 
 
Be Seated 
 
Sunday School:  Bells  

Joy to the World 
 
Dylan:  May we join the heavenly chorus and sing with the  
  angels: 
C:   Joy to the world. The Lord is come! Glory to 
  God in the highest.  
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Avery:  Joy to the world! 
C:   The Savior Reigns! Glory to God in the highest! 
 
Dylan:  Joy to the world! 
C:   Glory to God in the highest! 
 
 
Congregation Recessional Hymn:  

Joy to the World (#62)  
 
1   Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

  Let earth receive her King; 
  Let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
  And heav'n and nature sing, 
  And heav'n and nature sing, 
  And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 
2   Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
  Let all their songs employ, 
  While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
  Repeat the sounding joy, 
  Repeat the sounding joy, 
  Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
4   He rules the world with truth and grace 
  And makes the nations prove 
  The glories of his righteousness 
  And wonders of his love, 
  And wonders of his love, 
  And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Thank you to our Sunday School children,  
teachers, musicians, and youth for leading us in 

worship today with the story of Jesus’ birth! 
Teresa Ennen, Kathy Peterson,  
Caley Zibert, Kelsey Johnson,  

Anna Christian, Eloise Sahlstrom 

 

  Mariana Esquivel  Nathaniel Eveland 

  Zackery Eveland  Dylan Everett 

  Avery Finestead  Cooper Finestead 

  Dora Liu   Ian Liu 

  Easton Orr   Ellie Orr 

  Seraphina Ragner  Alena Wagner 

  Amelia Wagner  Ellie Zibert 

  Esme Zibert   Jeffrey Zibert 

  Josh Zibert   

Please join us for coffee, treats  
and fellowship after the service 
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

DECEMBER 24@ 6:30PM 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY DEVOTION 
DECEMBER 25 @ 10:00am (ZOOM ONLY) 
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BRUNCH IMMEDIATELY  
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022 

Sign up sheet for potluck is online! 

Signup Genius  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0945AEAE29A3FE3‐pastors  

Contact Kathy Peterson or Anna Christian with questions 
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Friday    Dec 24   6:30 PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 
Saturday  Dec 25   10:00 AM  Christmas Day (zoom only) 
 
Sunday   Dec 26   9:00 AM  Worship   
                     (also Zoom, YouTube) 
             10:15 AM 

Zoom:h ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/6801341226?
pwd=aGJPYzlyK2FSaG5PZndpY0VuNEtDUT09 

 
YouTube:h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCOpIwmjcStamZeoTS4GihFw/videos?view=57&flow=grid 

Mrs. Sahlstrom is retiring, so we need  
a PreK-K-1st grade  

Sunday school teacher.  

Regular Sunday School classes  
start on January 2nd.  

See Kathy Peterson if interested.  

R EM IN D ER :	

B rief	voters	m eeting		
TO D AY 		

after	service	to	review 		
the	inform ation	from 	the		
Pre�Call	M eeting	and		
issue	the	V acancy	Call.	
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Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify 
God by 

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,  

and Going to our neighbors with the gospel 

 

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your 
own, please accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the 
service, or by appointment at your convenience). Please come and 
worship with us again. 

Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches 
congregations united by a common faith in Christ’s saving love, 
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The 
WELS is a world‐wide church with congregations serving in all 
fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The 
WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission 
work. 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of 
the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the broader Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference (CELC). 

 
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225‐4392 

Pastor Greg Sahlstrom  pastor@beautifulsavior.org 

https://wels.net/ https://els.org/  https://celc.info/ 

Scripture readings are from the  
Evangelical Heritage Version  
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Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version®, EHV® 

© 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. 


