BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
West Des Moines, IA
Sunday, December 26, 2021
WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! In our service we gath‐
er before our almighty and saving God to oﬀer him our worship and praise. We
also assemble to hear God’s holy and powerful word and celebrate his life‐‐‐
giving sacraments. Through these means, God strengthens our faith and walks us
ever closer to our eternal home with him. We pray that this hour of worship fills
you with the peace of God that transcends all understanding through our Lord
Jesus Christ. If you are a visitor and have any questions, please speak to an ush‐
er, pastor, or any of our members. Thank you, and we hope you enjoy your time
here at Beautiful Savior! We invite you to worship with us again soon!

TRUE WORSHIP
True worship is more than the speaking or singing of words from a printed
page. It takes place in the heart of each believer as we hear the Bible read, ex‐
plained, and applied to our lives, and as we respond in grateful adoration to God
for His great love and mercy in Jesus Christ. It is helpful to arrive early to look
over the service and to spend time in prayer. While worship may take various
forms, the use of standardized orders of worship (“liturgies”) dates back to the
early Church, as a means of reinforcing Biblical beliefs and actively involving the
congregation in worship.

THE SACRAMENT (2ND AND LAST SUNDAY)

First Sunday after Christmas
December 26, 2021

In this Sacrament, Christ not only gives us bread and wine, but His holy body
and blood, for the forgiveness of those who believe this (Matthew 26:26‐28), but
to the judgment of those who do not so believe. (1 Corinthians 11:27‐31). Nothing
is more sacred. Scripture requires that Pastors, as “stewards of the mysteries of
Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:1), commune only those who are spiritually prepared
and in full doctrinal agreement. (1 Corinthians 10:16‐17, Romans 10:17, Hebrews
13:17, James 3:1, 1 Timothy 4:11‐16, 2 Timothy 4:1‐5). We therefore ask that you
please speak with the pastor before you receive the Lord’s Supper at Beautiful
Savior for the first time. Thank you.
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THE COMMON SERVICE w Communion
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the
Christian church. It became the service commonly used by English‐speaking Lutherans
in America and appeared as “The Order of the Holy Communion” in The Lutheran
Hymnal. The present revision may be used either with or without the sacrament.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

♫

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

CW pg. 15

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD
Gloria in Excelsis
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C:

STAND

M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

♫ Amen.

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

C:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I
have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I
deserve your punishment both now and forever. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. You only, O Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

♫

M:

Let us pray
Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon
himself our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from
the corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness of his
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

♫

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

C:

♫ Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us.
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♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward
men. We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you,
we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly
King, God the Father almighty.

And also with you.

Amen.
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THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:

1S

2:18‐20, 26

18

But Samuel ministered before the Lord while he was still a young boy,
dressed in a special vest made of linen. 19 His mother would make a little
robe for him and bring it to him whenever she came up with her husband to
oﬀer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say,
“May the Lord give you oﬀspring from this woman in place of the son she
asked for, whom she loaned to the Lord.” Then they would go back to their
home.
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The young man Samuel continued to grow, and he increased in favor with
both the Lord and with men.

had the power of death (that is, the Devil) 15 and free those who were held
in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 16 For surely he was not con‐
cerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham’s oﬀspring. 17 For this
reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way, in order that he
would be a merciful and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God,
so that he could pay for the sins of the people. 18 Indeed, because he
suﬀered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being
tempted.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia

C:

♫

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

STAND

PSALM OF THE DAY
SECOND LESSON: H

111

I

Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom eve‐
rything exists), in leading many sons to glory, to bring the author of their
salvation to his goal through suﬀerings. 11 For he who sanctifies and those
who are being sanctified all have one Father. For that reason, he is not
ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says:
I will declare your name to my brothers.
Within the congregation I will sing your praise.
And again:
I will trust in him.

Luke 2:41‐52

M:

The Holy Gospel is written in the 2nd chapter of Luke,
beginning at the 41st verse

C:

♫

2:10‐18

10

13

THE GOSPEL:

Glory be to you, O Lord!

41

Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festi‐
val. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up according to the
custom of the Festival. 43 When the days had ended, as they were re‐
turning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not
know it. 44 Since they thought he was in their group, they went a day’s
journey. Then they began to look for him among their relatives and
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him.
46

Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the
same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who

After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his an‐
swers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His moth‐
er said to him, “Son, why have you treated us this way? See, your fa‐
ther and I have been anxiously looking for you.”
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And again:
Here I am and the children God has given me.
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49

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

He said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know
that I must be taking care of my Father’s business?” 50 They did not
understand what he was telling them.
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He went down with them and came to Nazareth. He was always
obedient to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her
heart. 52 Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
with people.
M:

This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

C:

♫

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.’
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
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STAND

C: ♫ Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take
not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your sal‐
vation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen.

O
We did not pass the oﬀering plate this morning. If you desire, your oﬀering may be placed in the plate at the
back of the sanctuary a er worship, or consider using Vanco Online as linked on our website.

P
P: Glory, honor, and praise be to you Heavenly Father, for you have sent
your Eternal Son to be born of a Virgin,Sinless man to save us
C: Being true God, he did not consider himself too far above us to take
upon himself our flesh and to be called our brother.

P: B
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C:

L
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

C:

P:

C:

P:
C:

P:
C: To this end, may we redouble our eﬀorts to reach all nations with your
Gospel message of everlasting life through your Son.

P:

C:

(Special Petitions)

P: Maintain, O Lord, Love in our homes, Peace in our relationships, Joy in
our heart, and a sure and certain Hope in Christ our Savior.
C: All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
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T
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

♫

M:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

♫

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C:

♫

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of his
birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and
renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:

And also with you.

We lift them up unto the Lord.

It is good and right so to do.
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Nunc Dimittis

Sanctus

C:

♫ Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your
word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have pre
pared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of your people Israel.

W

M:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M:

C:

♫

M:

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this
holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in
you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
‐or‐

C:

♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

♫

OC

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness
you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that
through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.
We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after
day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

,
Agnus Dei

C:

♫

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us your peace. Amen.

BE SEATED
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And his mercy endures forever.

C:

♫

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

♫

H

53

Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen.
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During the distribution, please exit your pew from the side aisles only, go to the back
of the sanctuary, apply hand sanitizer and approach the altar via the center aisle.
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God’s Word
for This Week:

Jesus Goes to the Temple Obediently

The readings today give us a window into our salvation and eternal
glory, via the boyhood years of Jesus. The early life of Samuel has
some interesting parallels to that of Jesus. In Hebrews, Jesus willing‐
ly becomes one of us and calls us “brothers.” Look in wonder at Je‐
sus, the almighty God, going through early learning years just as we
all do.

God’s Word for This Week: Answers from last Sunday
First Lesson – Micah 5:2‐5a
What is going to make little Bethlehem great?
In connection with Christmastime, the city of Bethlehem will be known throughout the
world because the Ancient of Days, the Ruler of Israel, the Savior will be born there.
What eﬀect will that child of Bethlehem have on us today?
He will be our peace and calm our hearts. He will be the one who watches over us like a
shepherd but with the power of the universe at his disposal. Such a picture of his ten‐
der care for us will reach throughout the world. (Do you realize that peace?)

First Lesson – 1 Samuel 2:18‐20,26
What was the yearly present Samuel’s mother would give him?
How are his childhood years described (v.20)?

Second Lesson – Hebrews 2:10‐18
What is Jesus not ashamed to call us?
Why did he have to become human like us?
What comfort do we get in everyday life from the fact that he faced
the same things we do?

Gospel – Luke 2:41‐52
What was Jesus’ priority and desire as a 12‐year‐old child?
What phrase does Luke use that you already heard in the 1 Samuel 2?
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Second Lesson – Hebrews 10:5‐10
Why wasn’t God pleased with the sacrifices of the Old Testament times?
The ritual oﬀerings of the sacrifices could not do away with sin, nor could they calm
the guilty conscience. However, they did help the nation of Israel realize the death sen‐
tences of sin as well as look forward to the promised substitute, the Messiah, who
would provide eternal forgiveness.
What assurances do you have now that Jesus has finished his work?
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross of Christ had to be done only once, and it became eﬀective
for everyone. Because of it, we are considered holy in God’s sight and prepared for
being transformed to be like him. (Is this the central part of your faith and life?)

Gospel – Luke 1:39‐55
What happened when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting?
The baby in Elizabeth’s womb, John the Baptist, leaped for joy. Then the Holy Spirit
filled her with new insight into what was happening. What awesome things the Spirit
does in connection with the message of Jesus!
What does Mary first call God in her song?
In her song, Mary calls God her “Savior.” She was a sinner, just like all of us. No one
should pray to her.
Summarize the content of the song in your own words.
Mary knew God was fulfilling the promise he had made to Abraham and had repeated
for centuries. Generations to come would look at this event and see how God power‐
fully lifts the humble up to experience the great things God has done for us by his
grace in his Son.
14

Compelled by Christs love, the members of Beautiful Savior glorify
God by

Growing in the faith, Gathering together as believers,
and Going to our neighbors with the gospel

If you are new to the area or looking for a church to call your
own, please accept our invitation to meet our pastor (after the
service, or by appointment at your convenience). Please come and
worship with us again.
Beautiful Savior is part of a group of more than 1300 churches
congregations united by a common faith in Christ’s saving love,
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The
WELS is a world‐wide church with congregations serving in all
fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico & Canada. The
WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission
work.
We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of
the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the broader Confessional Evangelical
 Pastor Pfeifer has accepted the call to serve as vacancy pastor.
 Short Voters Meeting Jan 2, 2022 at 10:15am to approve final draft of
Subsidy request.
 Regularly scheduled voters meeting January 16, 2022 at 10:15am
 2022 Council Meeting and Voters Meeting schedule is posted on the infor‐
mation board. The dates for Voter meeting is set by our constitution and by‐
laws, as are the discussion topics. If you’ve misplaced your copy of the bylaws,
there are extras by the mailboxes.
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Lutheran Conference (CELC).
8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225‐4392
Pastor Greg Sahlstrom pastor@beautifulsavior.org
https://wels.net/

https://els.org/

https://celc.info/

Scripture readings are from the
Evangelical Heritage Version
EHV
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Sunday

Dec 26

9:00 AM

Sunday

Jan 2

Worship
(also Zoom, YouTube)
9:00 AM Worship
(also Zoom, YouTube)
10:15 AM Special Voters Mee ng

Sunday

Jan 9

9:00 AM

Worship
(also Zoom, YouTube)

Re rement Brunch a er service
Zoom:h ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/6801341226?
pwd=aGJPYzlyK2FSaG5PZndpY0VuNEtDUT09
YouTube:h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOpIwmjcStamZeoTS4GihFw/videos?view=57&flow=grid

Monday

Jan 10

6:30 PM

Sunday

Jan 16

10:15 AM Voters Mee ng
Sunday School Classes resume

Thursday Jan 27

6:30 PM

Church Council Mee ng

2022 Monthly Out‐to‐Dinner K‐Group

Mrs. Sahlstrom is retiring, so we need
a PreK-K-1st grade
Sunday school teacher.

BRUNCH IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022

Regular Sunday School classes
start on January 2nd.

Sign up sheet for potluck is online!

See Kathy Peterson if interested.
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Signup Genius

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0945AEAE29A3FE3‐pastors

Contact Kathy Peterson or Anna
Christian with questions
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