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Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; 
they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. For he  
commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the 
sea.                                                                                                                Psalm 107:23-25 

And she gave birth to 
her first-born son and 

wrapped him in bands 

of cloth and laid him 

in a manger because 
there was no place for   

 them in the inn.                                 

                                             ~Luke 2:7 

 

Mary’s Song of Praise 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices  in God my 

savior, for He has looked with favor on the lowliness of His servant.  Surely 

from now on all generations will call me blessed;  for the Mighty One has 

done great things for me, and Holy is His name.  His mercy is for those who 

fear Him from generation to generation.  He has shown strength with His 

arm;  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has 

brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;  He 

has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.  He has 

helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, according to the 

promise He made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to His descendants for-

ever.”                                                       

                                                                                           Luke 1:46-51 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107%3A23-25&version=ESV
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Pastor Ivan’s Column  

 
Giving Thanks 

“Since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love for all God’s people, this is the reason that I don’t stop 

giving thanks to God for you when I remember you in my 

prayers.”          Ephesians 1:15-16  Common English Bible (CEB) 

 
 

We are entering some very special seasons.  Our Canadian 

friends have already celebrated their Thanksgiving, but 

ours is coming up soon and this holiday gives everyone a 

chance to reflect on whom and what each of us is thankful 

for.  Rather than focus on all the division and rancor in our 

country and world, what would things look like if we 

spend the next month focusing on what is right in our 

world and our lives?  What if we try to find something positive to say before we turn 

to the negative?  I know that I’ve been pulled (sometimes willingly) into all the tur-

moil within our denomination and our country’s politics.  I for one need to take a 

moratorium from following and responding to every bit of bad news that comes our 

way.  Instead, I will attempt each day to find at least one thing or person to be thankful 

for and do just that:  give God thanks. 

 

I want to begin by giving thanks for this wonderful congregation that has made Debbie 

and me feel so at home in the short time we’ve been your pastoral family.  There were 

many of you who sent e-mail expressions of birthday wishes for me this past July 

when I hit the big 6-0!  I neglected to thank you all.  Then, the last Sunday of October 

many of you wrote your expressions of appreciation as part of Pastor’s Appreciation 

Month and I was overwhelmed by your kind and thoughtful words.  Debbie and I also 

enjoyed dinner at Pinchers because of your generous gift as well!  Like Paul with the 

Ephesians, “… I don’t stop giving thanks to God for you when I remember you in my 

prayers.” 

 

I am also thankful for those of you who have already responded to the letter we sent 

out last month asking you to make a faith promise of your giving for next year (and 

possibly an additional financial gift to help us through the rest of this year) as well as 

asking you to fill out and return a time and talent sheet so we know how to put you to 

service for God’s Kingdom while you are here.  The initial response was positive, but  
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               Our mailable offering envelopes  

 

Our mailable offering envelopes are available through 
the church office.  They are conveniently addressed to 
the church and ready for mailing; however they can 
also be used just like the box envelopes and placed in 
the offering plate.    There are no dates so they may 
be used anytime any year.  If you would like to have 
these envelopes for your offering, please note your 

request on the attendance  sheet, call or email the office and we will send or                    
                             give you new envelopes.   
 
These envelopes may also be used instead of a boxed set and are more cost effective 
for the church to purchase.  Thank you for all you do!! 
 

                                                 

Faith Promise Commitment for 2020 
 
We are entering a time of discerning what we will contribute monetarily in the coming year 
toward the ministry of the FM Beach Church.  The practice of exercising financial steward-
ship is a spiritual discipline and a way to grow our faith.  There is joy to be found in practic-
ing generosity and it begins with a simple step of a commitment to contribute. 

 
               
Name(s)________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Total financial commitment for 2020:   $_____________    I (we) will be giving   
 
$___________weekly,                $_________monthly,                $__________ quarterly,                                            
 
$___________yearly                       
 
In addition to our commitment for 2020, we will increase our giving for the rest of 2019 
$________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Common-English-Bible-CEB/
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 When you think about Fort Myers Beach, what comes to mind?  We hope that your 

church home in FMB is at the top of your list.  We ask because we need your help 

and commitment of your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness in order to 

continue as a place where you experience and share the fullness of God’s grace for 

whatever time you are here; be it a week, months, or all year. 
 

If you have been following the Tyde newsletters, you have noticed that the financial 

health of the church is precarious.  Some might ask, “But how can that be after the 

completion of a major renovation?  There was money for that?”  These are valid 

questions. It is important to distinguish between dedicated funds given for a specific 

project/purpose versus funds required for operating expenses. In the past, we have 

been able to build up operating reserves to help carry us from late Spring through 

Fall until our Winter folks return.   Unfortunately, we did not receive enough funds 

to replenish the reserves.  Therefore, these “reserves” used during “off-season” 

months to cover operational expenses have been quickly dwindling as our operating 

expenses and missional commitments continue all year long.   We are at cross-

roads and we need to ask you to do the following: 

 

Please be in prayer for God to provide the volunteer and financial resources needed 

to carry out our mission here in Fort Myers Beach and beyond.  We have only 

about $25,000 available to supplement our weekly offerings (or essentially one 

month of operating expenses in reserve).  The money in Dedicated and Memorial 

Designated funds can only be used for their dedicated purposes and not for operat-

ing expenses.  We average only 25-30 people in worship attendance during late 

Spring through the Fall months, yet our expenses stay the same all year.  In the Win-

ter we will be in ministry to as many as 250 people each week for about 3 months.  

Our annual budget is approximately $280,000.   In recent months we have trimmed 

expenses as far as we can in hopes that our gifts and offerings would rebound to off-

set further use of the reserves.  As you can see, it takes a congregation near and far 

to keep a church of this size healthy and well all year long! 

 

Thank you to those who have completed the faith promise and Members in Action 

commitment forms.  
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Pastor Ivan’s  Column Continued 
  

I want to encourage the rest of you who have not returned these to please do so as 

soon as possible so we can plan for 2020 both financially and to involve you in vol-

unteer areas of the church.  Whether you are here for a week, month, six months or a 

year, this is your church home while you’re here and we want to have you feel fully 

vested and involved in the life of Beach UMC.  So, if you’ve already returned your 

forms:  Thank you!  If you haven’t, “Thank You” for doing so in the very  near fu-

ture as we continue to move into God’s future where we provide a church that 

serves both those who attend and those who live in the community of Fort Myers 

Beach and beyond. 

 

As you read through the Tyde, you will see many opportunities for worship and in-

volvement.  In just a few short weeks the current Church year comes to an end and 

the season of Advent will be upon us.  We will have the opportunity to once again 

focus on the coming of Jesus as a baby born in Bethlehem and as the glorified Christ 

who comes to us one day in the future, and give thanks that the one who is called 

Immanuel “God With Us” truly is and forever will be. 

 

 

       In Christ’s service and love, 

             Ivan 
       Ivan G. Corbin, Pastor 
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From the Spouse’s Desk… 

  In Luke 14:28-30  
Common English Bible (CEB)    
Jesus said,  
28 “If one of you wanted to build a tower, wouldn’t you first sit 
down and calculate the cost, to determine whether you have 
enough money to complete it?  29  Otherwise, when you have 
laid the foundation but couldn’t finish the tower, all who see it 
will begin to belittle you.  30  They will say, ‘Here’s the person 
who began construction and couldn’t complete it!’”  
 

 
In the Altamonte Springs area of greater Orlando, there is a 
tower of a building that is the epitome of this passage in 
Luke.  For years it has stood in many stages of incomplete-
ness for all to see as they travel one of the busiest highways 
in Florida, I-4.  Bit by bit it has been constructed and, after 
too many years to count, it is finally on the way to being com-
pleted.  However, it has been an eyesore, a source of ridi-
cule, and for some people it has been nicknamed the “Tower 
of Babel” as a descriptor for what appears to be a futile at-
tempt to build or create something grand to reach up to the heavens.   
 
 
Sometimes, the projects or missions we undertake in the church feel like these tow-
ers.  We may fail to count the cost, or we simply run out of funds to continue.  We 
know that financially speaking, with a finite amount of funds, counting the cost 
means evaluating what we have to give up in order to accomplish something else, 
and that is no easy task.  It may seem that way, even with a small project like the 
landscape plans here at the church.  To some it may look as if we are not making 
much progress at all or that we have taken on more than we can handle.  Tearing 
(cutting) down has been much easier than building up.  However, I am here to say 
that we are making progress, thanks to more and more people stepping up to give of 
their time, strong arms and bodies, and their earmarked donations to fund the pur-
chase of supplies and plants.  I am reminded of the quote, “Whatever is worth doing 
at all, is worth doing well.”  (Curiosity as to the source led me to read on 
en.wikiquote.org that Philip Stanhope, 4th Earl of Chesterfield is said to have written 
this in a letter [March 10, 1746] to his son as part of a number of letters advising him 
on the art of becoming a man of the world and a gentleman.)  
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 Conference Benevolences provide funding for Florida Conference programs, mis-

sion and benevolent endeavors. Conference Connectional Ministries provides funding 

which includes the following Florida Conference ministries and programs: Camp Fa-
cilities in Leesburg, Green Cove Springs (North Florida), Alva (South Florida), and 

Centenary (North Florida), Camps Ministry, including Summer Camps for children 

and youth, Communications, including the conference web site: www.flumc.org, 

Church & Society, Disaster Preparation & Relief, Discipleship, Ethnic Local Church 
Concerns ELCC, Health & Wholeness, Hispanic Ministry, Learning for Spiritual 

Leaders, Missions, Young Adult Ministry, Youth Ministry, Conference Board of 

Higher Education and Campus Ministries, Conference Board of Lay Ministry, Office 
of Congregational Transformation.  The conference benevolences apportionment sup-

ports the work of many ministries and agencies operating throughout the Florida Con-

ference  

 The Conference Services and Administration apportionment funds the general 

operations and administration of the Florida Conference. The coordination, oversight, 

and other administrative services provided by the Conference are a vital part of all 
that we do together. Our buildings and facilities in Lakeland, Leesburg and other 

places serve to nurture, strengthen, and broaden our ministry and mission. All of this 

and more is funded through the Conference Services and Administration apportion-
ment.  

 Equitable Comp/Mission Support are funds that help support a ministry that can-

not financially support itself .  It usually means all missions and new church starts.   
 

Even though the United Methodist Children’s Home is not considered part of the 

apportionments churches pay, it is an understanding that each church give $1 a 

month or $12 a year per member as a minimum of support. .   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Continued….Where Do Our Apportionments Go?  
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Where Do Our Apportionments Go? 
Apportionments/Connectional Giving—or what some annual conferences call “mission 

shares,” “a portion meant for ministry” or “the first mile”—are a prime expression of the 

covenantal connection of The United Methodist Church.  They enable the ministry and 

programs of the annual conference and other expressions of the United Methodist con-

nection.   

 

Together, all of the churches, as represented by their clergy and lay members at sessions 

of annual conference, determine the conference’s program and budget; and together they 

agree to fund it fully.  Truly, apportioned funds do great work in the name of Jesus! 

 World Service Fund is used to build 

new churches, pay the salaries of mis-

sionaries and doing God’s work in the 

world. 

 Africa University Fund is the only 

General Conference-approved, degree 

granting institution of higher education 
supported by the United Methodist 

Church on the continent of Africa.  

 Ministerial Education Fund is es-

sential to continue its commitment to 

recruit and educate quality pastoral 

leadership. This also equips our annual 
conferences with local pastor courses of 

study, continuing education. 

 Black College Fund helps the 11 his-

torically black UM related colleges and 

universities maintain solid, challenging 

academic programs, strong faculties and 
well-equipped facilities.  

 Interdenominational Cooperation 

Fund enables a presence and voice 

in the activities of several national 

and worldwide ecumenical and in-

terreligious organizations.  This pays 

for the travel expenses of UM repre-

sentatives to meetings to advocate 

for unity among Christians through-

out the world. 

 General Administration Fund finances 

the administrative activities of the church 

and basic costs of General Conference, 

Judicial Council and maintains official 
UM documents, historical artifacts, and 

supports designating historical shrines, 

landmarks and sites. 

 District Work Fund is the primary ap-

portionment that provides funding for the 

operations of each District. Monies sup-
port the maintenance of the District Par-

sonage and District Office, the salary and 

benefits of the District Administrative 
Assistant (and sometimes other staff), of-

fice supplies, office utilities, office equip-

ment, etc. The cost of District meetings 

and/or District training events may be 
supported from this apportionment.  

 Clergy Support provides funding for the 
expenses borne by the Florida Conference 

to sustain, support, hold accountable, and 

nurture our clergy. The Clergy Support 

apportionment provides funding for clergy 
salaries and benefits paid by the Florida 

Conference and for other expenses related 

to our clergy system.  

 Episcopal Fund pays bishops salaries, 

office and travel expenses, pension and 

health-benefit coverage. 
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Continued..From the Spouse’s Desk  

_________________________________________________________________ 

A new church year will soon be upon us. 

It will be time to decorate the church for                          

Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Seasons. 

 

You are invited for the 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Date:   Sunday, November 24 

Time:  After worship- stay for lunch, fellowship, and decorating the church 

 

Do you have a side dish that just screams holidays, family time, and favorite com-

fort food (usually with no calories!)?   Come join us for a time of sharing, eating, 

and getting the church ready for the new season.  Bring your side dish to share 

(meat or main dish and drinks will be provided). 

 

Sign up on Sunday November 17, or call the church office, so that we will know 

who and what food to expect. 

No matter the source, it is a good viewpoint to hold.  If it is worth doing, we should do it 
well and to the best of our abilities.  That is what God desires and expects of us.  So 
God’s Gardeners are doing just that, even as it takes some time to accomplish.  
  
Now, let us look back at the passage in Luke. It is one of several that make up a broader sec-
tion of Jesus’ teachings regarding what it means to be a disciple and to follow him.  To truly be 
a disciple there is a cost, a sacrifice to be made.  It may involve changing our way of life, how 
we spend our money, how we relate to others, and what we choose to support.   Counting the 
cost involves making choices about priorities and deciding what is most important in our rela-
tionship with God through Jesus Christ and the people around us in the world.  Read the larger 
section in Luke starting with verse 25.  Some of these words of Jesus are hard to read and take 
in.  However we, as individuals and as the larger body of the Church, have to honestly evaluate 
on a regular basis what matters most and what we are willing to sacrifice or rank as a lower 
priority in order to truly answer the call of discipleship and follow Jesus’ great command, “You 
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” See Luke 10:25-28, Matthew 22:34-40, 
and Mark 12:28-34. 
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 December Birthdays 
  

3  Jeanette Appleby 
4  Betty Dann 
4  Nick Williams 
6  Fred Kelley 
10  Donald Sweem 
13  Jefferson Davis 
15  Kathy Arnold 
16  Frances Davis 
16  Donald Meyers 
17  Beverly Fisher 
17  Ruth Smith 
22  Lois Eakle 
23  Tom Dixon 
24  Robert Simon 
27  Pat Paul 
30  Martha Hurt 
31  Robert Hickox 

      November Birthdays 

 
1  Jane Riddle 
2  James Davis, Jr 
4  Paula Naffziger 
5  Joy Bowe 
8    Glenwyn Fields 
        Joyce Mathues 
11    Kevin Arnold 
14    Joan Maupin 
16   Barbara Cantley 
17   Bess Eastin   
18  Ann Cook 
30  Susie Bloom 
30 Carole Magie 

    November Anniversaries 
 

2  Larry & Pat Juul 
22  Charles & Joyce Mathues 
22 Bill & Cathy Venzke 

 December  Anniversaries 
 

8  Donald & Betty Leis 
8 Duwain & Mary Ann Meyers 
15  Bob & Mary Ann Clayton 
21  Roger & Mary Beery 
22  Don & Lynn Mitchell 
26  Kenneth & Marie Smith 
27  Joe & Lois Eakle 
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Toni Wolfe 
21619 Portrush Run 

Estero, FL 33928 

 

                   

 

 

                  

 

 

 

We  appreciate your contributions to the Tyde and your help in keeping your   

information current.  If you have changed your address, email,  phone,  or any 

other information, please let us know.   

  

If you do not receive birthday or anniversary cards from us it is because we do 

not have your information in our records.  Please contact us  by  phone, mail,     

e-mail,  or drop a note in the black metal office mailbox that is attached to the 

office door across from the elevator, so we can send love to you on those special 

days.   Thank you. 

 

 

 
Those who have joined the “Great Cloud of Witnesses”                               

since last All Saints Day 
 

Walter Reed—January 25, 2019 

Billie Lou Lacy—February 1, 2019 

Sally Beck—April 1, 2019 

Janet Bonamy—April 2, 2019 

Paul Stephenson—4/3/2019 

Mildred Howarter—April 4, 2019 

Marcine Carlson—April 21, 2019 

Larry Bales—May 27, 2019 

Douglas Hovenden—July 9, 2019 

Lawrence Spriggs—September 6, 2019 

Roger Beery 
2602 Norman Hill Road 

Frankfort, OH 45628 

 

Pat Baker 
Barrington Ter #216 

9731 Commerce Center Ct 

Fort Myers, FL  
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 Memorable Times 

                             God’s Gardeners beautifying the grounds! 

Pastor’s Appreciation Sunday 

Paul Todd Benefit Concert 
For victims of hurricane Dorian 

in the Bahamas 
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Our prayer shawls have been stitched by loving hands of 
talented people at Beach United Methodist Church.  
Every stitch has been prayed over with the recipient in 
mind.  As this shawl is wrapped around someone, it is our 
prayer that he or she will feel the warmth and comfort of 
God’s love.   If you know of someone who would be 
blessed to receive a prayer shawl, please let the office 
know.  You can knit or crochet a shawl from your own 
pattern or if you need a pattern you can go to 

www.shawlministry.com.  If you need help in making a prayer shawl please call Lynn Mitchell 
at 513-532-0997 
 

When finished,  please contact the office for further information so we can make arrange-
ments to tag the shawl and send it out.  Thank you for your part in being a blessing to this 
ministry.               

 

 

 

 

Our bear ministry has traveled throughout the world...bringing com-
fort and love to people.  We have sent out over 10,000 bears in minis-

try.    

 

Thank you to all who have hugged a bear, brought bears to be de-
ployed,  taken a bear to someone, and also to those who have started 

bear ministries after attending Beach UMC. We have posted a few tes-

timonies and  welcome additional input.  Our bear ministry is always 
willing to receive bears to be prepared for service. 
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           Calendar  
         NOVEMBER  2019 
 

 

GRIEF SHARE: Mondays,  1-3 pm 
 

BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays in Fellowship Hall.  Bring your own dinner at 5:30 pm 
for a time of food & fellowship. The Bible Study will be from 6-7 pm. We are explor-
ing Paul’s letter to the Colossians.  There will be no Bible Study on the 27th. 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesdays, 7 pm.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

GOD’S Gardners: Saturday, November 23rd,  8 a.m. planting new plants  
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS & COVERED DISH LUNCH-Sunday, 24th, after Wor-
ship 
 

ADVENT STUDY: Tuesday 26th,  10:30 am (bring a bag lunch & stay for fellow-
ship)   
   
 
    DECEMBER 2019 

  
LEADERSHIP MEETING: Sunday 1st,  11:45 am 
 

GRIEFSHARE: Mondays 1-3 pm  (no meeting 23rd or 30th) 
 

ADVENT STUDY: Tuesdays 3,10,17 10:30 am Bring a bag lunch & stay for fellow-
ship 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesdays, 7 pm. Everyone is welcome! 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 15th, 5 pm (tentative) 
 

CONCERT: Paul Todd Christmas Concert Monday, 16th  7 pm 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: 4  &  7  pm 

  
 

LOOKING AHEAD-JANUARY 2020 

 
Saturday 11th, 8-Noon Church Work Day: Indoor & outdoor tasks, followed by a 
simple lunch together.   

Musical Worship: Sunday January 12, 8 & 10:30 services with Dan Schall  
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Beach Elementary School Partnership 

 

On Sunday, November 17th, after church, we will be 

putting together Thank You gift bags for the Beach 

School teachers and staff.  You are invited to join us in 

the fellowship hall for this time of fellowship and swift completion of this project. 

Items for the gift bags are already planned; however, if you would like to contribute 

toward the purchase of a fruit basket, please talk to Debbie Corbin.   

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

In many cases, schools provide more than education to the children and youth of a 

community.  More often than not, schools also have to take on the role of social ser-

vice providers for some of their families.  This is no different at our local elementary 

school.  Therefore, our mission focus in the month of January will be Beach Ele-

mentary School.    There will be several ways to support the very important work of 

the dedicated teachers and staff.  

A “Wish List” of supplies will be provided toward the end of December so that 

we can replenish school supplies for use in the second half of the year.   

“Undie Sunday” will be January 26:  We will be collecting packages of under-

wear (girls and boys sizes 4-8, 8-10, and 10-12) to contribute to Renee’s 

Closet at the school .  These are used for children who are in need of a change 

of clothes during the school day or to provide to families who are experienc-

ing financial difficulties. 

Second Mile giving will be designated for the school and to purchase gift cards in 

various amounts (to Walmart, etc.) that can be given when the school discov-

ers a family is in need.   

 

The first week of February is tentatively set for another thank you and encourage-

ment gesture for the teachers and staff.  We are looking to provide a “Souper-Bowl” 

Lunch.  In addition we will plan for other recognitions, perhaps in April and then at 

the end of the school year.   

 

Watch for more details of these events and ways to help coming in the January/

February issue of the Tyde.   

     
 
    


