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Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; 
they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. For he  
commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the 
sea.                                                                                                                Psalm 107:23-25 

He said to them, 
“The harvest is 

plentiful, but the 

laborers are 

few;  therefore 
ask the Lord of 

the harvest to send out laborers into 

His harvest.” Luke 10:2 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107%3A23-25&version=ESV
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Pastor Ivan’s Column  

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the for-
mer heaven and the former earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2 I saw the holy city, New Jerusa-

lem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready 
as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 I heard 

a loud voice from the throne say, “Look! God’s dwelling 
is here with humankind. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his peoples. God himself will be with them 
as their God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes. Death will be no more. There will be no mourning, 
crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” Then the one seated on the throne said, 
“Look! I’m making all things new.”    Revelation 21:1-5  
The Book of Revelation begins with a message from Je-
sus through visions given to the Apostle John who is im-

prisoned on the Isle of Patmos.  The message is addressed in the first few chap-
ters to seven churches in Asia Minor.  While the message is specific for each con-
gregation, it could be applied to other congregations then as well as now.  Most of 
the churches were given a “good news, bad news” word from the Lord.  They 
were praised for what they were doing right for the Kingdom of God and then 
warned about things they were doing or tolerating that were destructive to the 
Kingdom of God.  While the settings are different today, the praises and warnings 
could be very similar.  The rest of the vision consists of all the wild and mysteri-
ous things we’ve come to associate with this last book of the New Testament. 

Written in code that would have been understood by the early Church but provid-
ing a wealth of educated (and not so educated) speculation about the meaning of 
everything as we read it today, we get drawn into trying to decipher all these. In 
a way, we get lost in the fantastic and forget the first three chapters or praise, 
encouragement and warning. 
Finally, in the last two chapters comes a word of hope for the seven churches as 
well as those of us living 2,000 years later:  a new Heaven and a new earth and 
the holy city, a New Jerusalem comes down out of Heaven and God dwells among 
us.  No more tears, death, and suffering.  And God gives John these ultimate 
words of hope: “Look! I’m making all things new.”  Everything the early Church 
had to endure during persecutions, suffering, etc. would be worth it when God 

does what God does best: creates and recreates, restores and resurrects. 
Beach UMC has a wonderful history of effective ministry here on Estero Island and 
beyond over the past 66 years.  Like the island itself, Beach UMC has had its 
years of great growth and exciting ministry as well as periods of stability as well 
as decline.  A great parade of saints have come and gone, each building on the 
work of those who have come before. 
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               Our mailable offering envelopes  

 

Our mailable offering envelopes are available through 
the church office.  They are conveniently addressed to 
the church and ready for mailing; however they can 
also be used just like the box envelopes and placed in 
the offering plate.    There are no dates so they may 
be used anytime any year.  If you would like to have 
these envelopes for your offering, please note your 

request on the attendance  sheet, call or email the office and we will send or                    
                             give you new envelopes.   
 
These envelopes may also be used instead of a boxed set and are more cost effective 
for the church to purchase.  Thank you for all you do!! 
 

                                                 

      Beach United Methodist Church 
 

Apportionments, Ministry Protection (Liability Insurance) & Missions 
 
 

Please note my Second Mile gift to Beach United Methodist Church in the 
amount of: 
 
 
                   $________________________________  
 
 
 
Given by:__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________________________ 
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“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit 

on all people.  Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, 

your young men will see visions.”             

                                                        Joel 2:28 

 

 

The picture is of our recent leadership meeting on August 18th where we cele-

brated the past, assessed our current ministries, and discussed what we feel God’s 

vision is for our future of Beach UMC.  Part of that vision is to keep doing minis-

tries we are already doing and to continue being a welcoming church for those 

coming seasonally.  Although we are in the middle of the summer season, we are 

still here full-time and doing active ministry, but we do look forward to the return 

of our seasonal folks.  We also pray for and think of our members and constituents 

who are unable to attend and want to reach out to as many a we can to determine 

how best to support and meet needs.   

At the meeting, the financial report was made and it is important that the congre-

gation know where we are financially.  Our annual budget is Our annual budget 

is $284,095.87.  Year-to-date we have spent $161,790.37 and we have received 

$134,620.23.  In order to make up the difference we are utilizing our reserves.  

We are thankful we have these reserves so we have not had to cut out any minis-

tries and are current with our apportionments and insurance.  However, these re-

serves will not last forever.   

 

We ask you prayerfully to consider making a special gift to avoid having to use 

any more of our reserves than necessary.  We thank you for your generosity and 

continued support of BUMC.   

 

Soon you will receive a letter asking you to make a commitment of your time, tal-

ents and resources for 2020.  As God gives us a vision for our future, let’s work 

on improving our spiritual vision so that it is 20/20!  When the letter arrives, 

prayerfully read and respond as God leads you.   
 

.                              
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Pastor Ivan’s  Column Continued 
 Like the community of Fort Myers Beach, our church has seen some major 
changes over the past 10-15 years, with less people living on the island year 
round, lifetime seasonal visitors no longer able to live in two locations, financial 
and natural challenges, etc.  And yet, our church and the churches of FMB con-
tinue to be faithful in providing places of worship year round, ministering to the 
needs of those both on and off the island, reaching out to the less fortunate and 
seeking to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those around us.   
As in the message to the seven churches in the Book of Revelation I believe God 
is providing us both encouragement and warning: encouragement to continue to 
be faithful in reaching out in love to the world around us; warning us to not live 
in the past and become comfortable with simply being a seasonal church that 
cares primarily for those who visit us during the year.  We are to be a church of 
“both/and” not “either/or,” but to do so requires commitment from everyone 
who calls Beach UMC their home, whether it is one week a year or all year 
round. 
Over the past year as I’ve had the privilege to get to know many of you I am 
seeing the potential of this congregation.  As we learn more about what our 
community needs that is not being provided by any of our churches, I believe 
God is calling us to “stand in the gap” and find ways to fill some of these needs.  
Some examples are providing worship for those who work on weekends, a grief 
support group, utilizing our wonderful facilities for ministry in partnership with 
others, etc.  Maybe God is giving you ideas as well.  Your Leadership Team and 
I would love for you to share them with us and help us make them become real-
ity. 
As we move into the future, I believe that God is doing a new thing here at 
Beach UMC.  We will continue to be the loving, warm and welcoming congrega-
tion that we’ve always been, excited to see and include our seasonal folks in the 
full life of the church as they arrive.  And we look forward to seeing what new 
ministries God has in store for us as we continue to seek faithfully the leading of 
the Holy Spirit.   
What can you be doing to participate right now? Pray.  Ask God to not only re-

veal God’s will for us, but to raise up volunteers and other resources to make 

these new and continuing ministries possible.  You can also fill out the time and 

talent sheet that will be coming to you in September in a separate letter.  And 

you can give so that we have the financial ability to do what God is calling us to 

do.  And remember, it is God who makes all things new!   

  
 

                                                                                                                        In Christ’s service, 

                                                                                      Pastor Ivan 
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From the Spouse’s Desk… 

  “An optimist and a pessimist were walking along together one day. The 
optimist exclaimed, with a lilt in his voice, ‘This is simply the best of all 
possible worlds!’  The pessimist sighed gloomily, ‘Yeah, you’re proba-
bly right.’” [Bauknight, Brian Kelley.  Devotions to Leave You Smiling.  
(Nashville, Dimensions for Living, 2002), 87.] 
 

Sometimes we are torn between wanting to be an optimist and really 

just feeling like a pessimist.  The world around us, especially based on 

the news these days, doesn’t leave much room for optimism some-

times.  You may have heard that as Christians we are called to “be in 

the world but not of the world.”  So what are we to do with all that we see and hear around 

us?  

While the scriptures may not contain those exact words, the message throughout the 

Bible is that God’s Kingdom is not of this world BUT God has been, is, and will be in the 

world with us.  We need to be open to God’s activity and presence, (i.e. God sightings!) That 

is one place to start.  Trust that God is with us through all that is happening in the world.   

We may simply need to be open to God revealing new ways of being present with and guid-

ing us.   It is also worth recognizing and remembering that how we respond and live in the 

world involves freedom of choice.  Sometimes we have great freedom to make choices 

(physically, emotionally and socially) and at other times our freedom to choose may only lie 

in our inner being and our choice of attitude through which we will see and respond to our 

world. 

So what do we do?  The first thing to do is recognize that none of us can deal with 

the world, as we see it, by ourselves.    We are part of a community, a community of faith.  

Together we can make a difference in the world in more significant ways than we can alone.  

Whether you believe that violence is on the rise or that we are a more peaceful world now 

than at any other time in history depends on what sources you read when you do a Google 

search.  Either way, we are called to be in community, together, to “do justice, embrace 

faithful love, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8b)   We are charged with doing for 

the least among us (Matthew 25:31-46) and loving our neighbors as we love ourselves 

(Matthew  22:36-40, Mark 12:28-31). 

 In this politically charged environment we are still called to be in the world but not 

of it, to rise above the fray, bring people together, listen and love.  We are not called to per-

manently retreat from life around us (only temporarily to rejuvenate and strengthen us for 

the tasks ahead) and contrary to some views that religion and politics should not mix, we 

need to remember that Jesus was political.  He spoke out and about the issues of the day, be 
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Happy 35th Anniversary  
                                     Pastor Ivan & Debbie   8/18/2019 

 

 

 

 

Happy 60th Birthday Pastor Ivan 
7/27/2019 
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A Prayer Answered, A Call Given 
During 2013, I suffered from a very rare and serious skin disor-
der.  This disease caused the skin on my arms and legs to blister.  

It came on very quickly after I began taking a new drug for my 

colitis.  It was very painful and life threatening.   
 

It took four doctors to diagnose what I had.  Having a chronic, 

incurable disease, like colitis was bad enough.  This new disease 

was ten times worse and really challenged my mental ability to 

deal with another serious illness.  
 

Every morning I’d awake to see more skin shredding off my arms and legs.  The drug the doc-

tor’s came to try and halt the blistering wasn’t working.  I became scared seeing my body fall 
apart.  When the fear set in I began praying.   
 

At that time I was not a faithful person and hadn’t prayed or gone to church in over forty years 

but I was at the end of my rope and needed help.  I prayed a simple prayer asking God to help 
me.  I prayed dozens of times each day, “Dear God please help me.”  The doctors treating me 

were great and, eventually, the drug worked.   
 

It took six months to stop the blistering.  I prayed nonstop during those six months.  It took seven 

months for my skin to completely heal.  I do not have any scars from that hideous disease and 

never had a reoccurrence.  God had surly helped, healed and cured me. 
 

Life was good after my recovery.  But I never forgot how God had  helped me and I, somehow, 

wanted to maintain a connection with Him.  I guess God knew this because, about a year later, 

I got His call.   
 

I remember one day a recurring thought popped into my head.  “Seek Him Out” was the mes-

sage that kept playing over and over.  I sort of knew what it meant, but I was undecided on what 

to do about it.  During the Fall of 2016, the message was still playing in my head every day 
“Seek Him Out.”  I began an effort researching faiths and religions.  I was serious about it, 

researching theologies, key figures, and church histories.  I decided that when I went to Florida 

for the Winter, I would seek out a church based on my research.   
 

In January 2017, I walked into the Beach United Methodist Church in Ft. Myers Beach, Florida.  

Other than for a wedding or a funeral, I had not been in a church for over forty years.  I knew 

no-one at this church.  I felt a great joy come over me and knew I had just done what God had 
wanted me to do.  And the message stopped playing in my head.   
 

At age 62, I had answered His call and began my faith journey.  It would mark the start of a 
new and very rewarding chapter in my life. 

                  

                                                                                                                                    ~Jim Malley 
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Continued..From the Spouse’s Desk  

they religious, social, economic or political norms that created injustice and oppression.  Jesus 
showed us another way to be.  We are called to do no less.  Together, in community, we must figure 

out how to respond to the damaged physical and human world around us.  With God by our side, 

there is hope and optimism for a better world.  However, we have to act and speak out! 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

God’s Gardeners:  An Update   

 

  Thank you to all who have generously contributed financially and physically to the efforts 

of God’s Gardeners.  With the money we currently have, plans are made to rework the landscape at 

the front and side entrances to the church with Florida native plants.  The areca palms beside and 

behind the church (along the property line with the library and around by our AC units) have been 

removed and stumps ground down.  A memorial prayer labyrinth, to be located in the back section 

of the grass lot, is also in the planning stages. As church members and constituents return for the 

season, (and temperatures cool off, hopefully!) we look forward to working with additional people 

who want to be engaged in the stewardship of the earth around us.   

Appreciation Luncheon for Beach Elementary Staff 

Thank you to Sharyn McNeill, Jenny Tay, Jane Stutzman, Gail Jasionowski, Nancy Zimmerman, 

Ivan Corbin, Myka Kelley and Neisha Kelley for making this event a success.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check the bulletin board to 

see the thank you from the 

school. 
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 October Birthdays 
  

1 Clayton Roberts  
 Carol Sweem 
 Julie Wenger 
2  Lawrence Spriggs 
4  Rex Douglass 
6  Diane Thomas 
11  Fran Fancher 
12  Makiah McNeill 
13  Delynn Louth 
16  Audrey Brown 
19  James McBeath 
 Jerry Schaab 
20  Guy Carlson 
21  John Chappelle 
 Dan Riddle 
25  Connie Davis 
 Wilma Schultz 
30 Dave Philip 

      September Birthdays 

2    Janet Arndt 
      Wilda Gastelu 
      Betty Pintar 
4 Noble Zimmerman 
5 Carol Eder 
8 Carrol Woods 
11 Rod Fike 
13 Allen Heape 
17 Don Hamilton 
      KarLynn Armstrong-Hall 
23 Ora Cook 
24 Lois Smith 
26 Michele McNeill 
      Mary Ann Meyers 
27 Oran Cromwell 
27  Barbara Likins 
        

    September Anniversaries 
3 Dale & Susie Bloom 
6 Noble & Nancy Zimmerman 
      Bill & Joanne Harding 
13 Darwyn & Shirley Mueller 
22 Jack & Carrol Woods 
26  Dave & Mary Phillip 

 October  Anniversaries 
 

4 Jim & Linda Bastin 
13 Jim & Sharyn McNeill 
15 Bob & Pat Simon 
20 Dick & Ruth Miller 
22 Billy & Audrey Brown 
24  Kevin & Kathy Arnold  
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Roger Beery 

2602 Norman Hill Road 

Frankfort, OH 45628 

 

                   

 

 

                  

We express Christian sympathy to the families and friends of: 
 

 

    

   Pastor Ivan’s family on the death of his cousin Carol Carter 

   Jim McNeill’s brother Norman (Ted); 

   The Bales family on the death of Larry Bales 

   The Hovenden family on the death of Doug  

 

 

 

 

We  appreciate your contributions to the Tyde and your help in keeping your   

information current.  If you have changed your address, email,  phone,  or any 

other information please let us know.   

  

If you do not receive birthday or anniversary cards from us,  it is because we do 

not have your information in our records.  Please contact us  by  phone, mail,     

e-mail,  or drop a note in the black metal office mailbox that is attached to the 

office door across from the elevator so we can send love to you on those special 

days.   Thank you. 
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Thank you Vickie Warner for 

leading the Layperson’s Service 

on June 30th 

Thank you John Tay for bring-

ing your gorgeous orchids every 

Sunday, even throughout the 

summer.  They are so beautiful 

as are you for this wonderful 

ministry of love.   

Our prayers continue for 

the Louth family and 

their move to Geneva, 

Switzerland.   

 

You are missed.  

 

 

Memorable Times 
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Our prayer shawls have been stitched by loving hands of 
talented people at Beach United Methodist Church.  
Every stitch has been prayed over with the recipient in 
mind.  As this shawl is wrapped around someone, it is our 
prayer that he or she will feel the warmth and comfort of 
God’s love.   If you know of someone who would be 
blessed to receive a prayer shawl, please let the office 
know.  You can knit or crochet a shawl from your own 
pattern or if you need a pattern you can go to 

www.shawlministry.com.  If you need help in making a prayer shawl please call Lynn Mitchell 
at 513-532-0997 
 

When finished,  please contact the office for further information so we can make arrange-
ments to tag the shawl and send it out.  Thank you for your part in being a blessing to this 
ministry.               

 

 

 

 

Our bear ministry has traveled throughout the world...bringing comfort and love 
to people.  We have sent out over 10,000 bears in ministry.    

 

Thank you to all who have hugged a bear, brought bears to be deployed,  taken a 

bear to someone, and also to those who have started bear ministries after attend-
ing Beach UMC. We have posted a few testimonies and  welcome additional input.  Our bear 

ministry is always willing to receive bears to be prepared for service. 

 
 

A special thanks to Dave & Mary Philip (the Bear lady) 

for their generous contribution of over 90 bears a year. 
They are collected all through the year and brought 

down with them when they come to the Beach Church. 

What a blessing to this ministry of the church.  
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Angels Among Us 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A journey leaving this world of my loving husband and God’s blessings 
to me through angels in disguise began November 2003.  Angels don’t 
always tell us what we want to hear but prepare us for what’s ahead.  
After being admitted to Health Park Hospital ER in Fort Myers, FL, 
the doctors began tests.  The results were very discouraging.  After 
treatment, and more tests by the doctors, another bomb fell.  The doctor 
sent him home and told us not to fly home for Christmas as we had 
planned and not to do anything after he had spent a week in the hospi-
tal.  They made an appointment for him to see a doctor of hematology.  

On the outside of the building it read, “Florida Cancer Specialists”.  The doctors began to read aloud  
tumors on the liver, yellow in the eyes and dismissed  us with a follow-up appointment ordering a liver 
biopsy and scan.   
 

As Tom’s health began to decline, I called an ambulance on Friday, December 5.  Our friend was there 
and he reached over, took my keys, and drove me to the hospital where Tom was admitted.   The tech 
aide at the hospital asked Tom if he was nauseas and he said “yes”  and he went out and told the nurse 
who called the doctor.  They fixed me a Murphy bed.  We kissed each other good-night and told each 
other, ‘I love you”.  I awoke at 6 am, I thought Tom was asleep.  I decided to call our friends in Flor-
ida to let them know how Tom was doing.  At that point, nurses and a doctor came running into the 
room and asked me to leave.  A nurse was running pushing a red cart and someone followed me and 
told me to wait in the waiting room.    Our friend, Don Zimmerman, came to the hospital at 8 am every 
day while Tom was hospitalized  two weeks prior.   I called Don and his wife to let them know what 
was going on only to find out he was already at the hospital and stepped out of the elevator at 6:30 
am.  He must of felt led to come then instead of his normal 8 am visit time.  We sat down and prayed.  
A doctor came and told me they thought Tom had a massive heart attack and was without oxygen for 
some of the time.  They moved him into intensive care and at 10 am they let me see him.  There was no 
response from Tom to anything I said to him or when I held his hand.  The doctors came and told me to 
call the family.  Each one lives one hundred miles from the Airport in Indianapolis.  A friend of my 
daughter called the airlines and got all three tickets if they could pick the tickets up by 12:30 pm and 
this was 10 a.m.   
 

Ruby and Cameron Flick and several other friends came and sat with us.  Pastor Jeanne came and had 
prayer.  The main nurse in Intensive Care was not only a nurse but was also a minister.  I couldn’t go 
into his room in the Intensive Care Unit except during visiting hours.  This nurse stayed with Tom al-
most all the time.   
 

A young woman came by the waiting room I was in and said, “I have been listening to you my husband 
had open-heart surgery and he is going to be okay.”  She gave each of us an angel pin. 
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The Rosiers gave me their cell phone to use with unlimited minutes.  My sister and her husband 
were in Tampa, FL for a convention through his work.  They came to the hospital-they live in Indi-
ana.  The timing couldn’t have been better for them to be close by.   
 

God sent his angels to call Tom home on December 8, 2003.   When I called the funeral home, I 
asked what I had to do because we were in Florida at the time.  He said nothing, I will take care of 
everything and he did.    
 

Delta Airlines gave me credit for tickets Tom and I had purchased earlier to go home for Christmas.   
I was able to get tickets for myself and my children to Indiana at a good price.  We were amazed to 
be able to get tickets for the next day for the four of us to fly home. My grandson picked us up at 
the airport, and we were fortunate that he was off work that day.   Our daughter-in-law had un-
covered furniture and put food in the fridge.  Friends and relatives brought food to my house, to the 
funeral home and to the church.   
 

Our church in Indiana was having a baby shower and luncheon for a member having twins  on the 
day of Tom’s funeral so my church wasn’t available.    My minister was at my house along with 
two of Tom’s cousins when my minister told me the church was unavailable due to the baby  
shower, Tom’s cousins said if our church is open you can have the bereavement dinner there-it was 
and we did.  My Sunday school class and others came and prepared a bountiful dinner. 
 

God granted Tom a divine healing so he didn’t have to take a long, painful journey.  Things don’t 
just happen.  I believe God watches over me.  Angels and the perfect timing of God were seen 
throughout this journey.  The first angel was Don Zimmerman who was visiting just at the right 
time to drive us to the hospital.  The doctors who treated Tom were angels because of their ability to 
prepare us for what was ahead.  The timing of nurse who took the time to stop whatever she was 
doing to bring the crash cart. The perfect timing of angels getting the tickets  for our children to 
come and see their father before he passed.  The timing of my friends who sat with me was truly a 
wonderful blessing and my sister and her husband being within driving distance to also be with me.  
We were thankful and grateful to be able to get tickets for the next day for the four of us to fly 
home which was a miracle in itself.  Our  angel grandson being off work and able to pick us up at 
the airport  was no coincidence but God’s perfect timing again.  The other UMC being available and 
our angel cousins being at the right place at the right time to offer was also amazing. There were so 
many angels that came and prepared food and were there for me. 
 

Sometimes my tears are for my broken heart and other times for the joy and blessings in God’s an-
swers to prayer.  Even though I miss Tom a lot I thank God for His perfect timing and for all his 
earthly angels that we there for me and for having him for fifty-four years.  Who knows you may be 
one of God’s Earthly angels.                                             ~June Lotich Tiller 
 
 
        
 

 


