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Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; 
they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. For he  
commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the 
sea.                                                                                                                Psalm 107:23-25 

“If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells 

in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead 
will give life to your 

mortal bodies also through His Spirit 

that dwells in you.”            
                                   Romans 8:11  

Have a  
   Blessed  
 Easter 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107%3A23-25&version=ESV
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Pastor Ivan’s Column  

 

Sunday, March 3 was an unusual Sunday. We celebrated 

Holy Communion at both services and concluded the 

10:30 service by baptizing one of our young people 

across the street at the beach with forty folks from the 

congregation making the pilgrimage across Estero Blvd.  

And, for Beach United Methodist Church like United 

Methodist Churches around the world, we officially re-

ceived the news of the results of the called General Con-

ference that had just finished its work the previous 

Wednesday.  By 54 votes the delegates decided to essen-

tially retain the wording of the current “Book of Disci-

ple” concerning homosexuality and adding more strin-

gent rules for enforcing the “Book of Discipline” when 

pastors, district superintendents and bishops are accused 

of being in violation.  Also, for the first time since 1844 when the Methodist Episcopal 

Church voted to divide over the issue of slavery and the tenure of bishops, the United 

Methodist Church voted for a plan of dissolution that, if upheld, would allow local 

churches and annual conferences to potentially leave the denomination.  A summary 

of all of this is included elsewhere in the newsletter.   
 

What I’d like to address is “Where do we go from here?” 

Beach UMC is a unique congregation made up of a relatively small but committed 

core of year round members along with a much larger group of committed seasonal 

members and constituents.  Many of you are United Methodists elsewhere and many 

others are members of other denominations.  What we have in common is when you 

are in Fort Myers Beach, you call Beach UMC “home.”  As diverse as our congrega-

tion is, so will be the opinions about what has taken place within the larger United 

Methodist Church.  Because of this, I would like to suggest that we continue to focus 

on making disciples for the transformation of the world.  Our church and worship ser-

vices will continue to be open to all people and we will continue to emphasize loving 

God and loving our neighbors as ourselves.  Our Bears and Wannabears will continue 

to find homes all over the country and world, our partnership with Beach Elementary 

School will continue to grow.  Engaging in ecumenical cooperation and ministry will 

be a priority in order to effectively be in ministry to and with our community.  Our  
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               Our mailable offering envelopes  

 

Our mailable offering envelopes are available through 
the church office.  They are conveniently addressed to 
the church and ready for mailing; however they can 
also be used just like the box envelopes and placed in 
the offering plate.    There are no dates so they may 
be used anytime any year.  If you would like to have 
these envelopes for your offering, please note your 

request on the attendance  sheet, call or email the office and we will send or                    
                             give you new envelopes.   
 
These envelopes may also be used instead of a boxed set and are more cost effective 
for the church to purchase.  Thank you for all you do!! 
 

                                                 

      Beach United Methodist Church 
Please note my gift to Beach United Methodist Church in the amount of  
 

Apportionments, Ministry Protection (Liability Insurance) & Missions 
 
 
 
 
 
                   $________________________________  
 
 
 
Given by:__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________________________ 
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Our leaders of Beach church have completed the annual budget for 2019.  They 

worked diligently to eliminate any extravagance arriving at a total budget of 

$284,328.87 needed to continue the annual day-to-day operation of the church.  

 

Your church on the beach is, to most, a home away from home.  For those who are 

here through the summer we leave the size of the Sanctuary to meet in Fellowship 

Hall and save on utilities.  Our year-round folks work very hard to keep things 

going, however, because our summer attendance is smaller than our winter atten-

dance, the offerings are smaller as well.  Forty people cannot keep the church go-

ing financially through the summer like two hundred and forty during season.   

 

First of all, we would like to thank everyone who gives financially and/or prayer-

fully for the needs of the church year-round.  As the church continues to minister 

through the summer, please know you are part of this ministry, even if you are not 

here, and we thank God for you.  Stewardship is an important part of continuing 

the ministry of this your church and we depend upon your help.  Please let us 

know by email or cards how you are doing so we know how to continue to pray 

for you.  We are your extended church family and need to keep connected.  
 

God bless you richly as you continue to be a blessing to Beach Church.  

If you need new offering envelopes, they are on the table in the Narthex.  Please feel free 
to take one.  If you need one mailed to you, please contact the office.  
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Pastor Ivan’s  Column Continued 
financial gifts will continue to support the budget of the church as well as our con-

nectional giving that helps us reach around the world with the love of Christ.  Our 

communion table will continue to be open to all who seek to know Jesus.  In other 

words, we will continue to be the part of the Body of Christ known as United Meth-

odists in our local setting: loving God and loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Part of how do this is to invite everyone to keep a holy Lent.  Beginning with Ash 

Wednesday, the holy season includes a covered dish lunch and the movie 

“Chocolate” immediately after the 10:30 service on March 17.  Paul Todd and oth-

ers are in concert on March 18.  Every Tuesday at 9:30 we’ll continue our study of 

the Scriptures from Lent in the Fellowship Hall.  During Holy Week we will have a 

Holy Thursday Service at 7 p.m. We are encouraged to support one of our neighbor 

churches in their Good Friday services and then on Easter Sunday there will be a 

community sunrise service at the Pier at 6:30 a.m.  On the first Sunday of April we 

return to one service at 10:30 preceded by a 15 minute hymn sing, so on Easter Sun-

day we will gather at 10:15 to celebrate the resurrection.  All of this falls under the 

umbrella of being disciples of Jesus at Beach UMC. 
 

 

                                                                                                                          In Christ’s service, 

                                                                                      Pastor Ivan 
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From the Spouse’s Desk… 

  Entry into Jerusalem 

21 When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus gave two disciples a task. 2 He said to them, “Go into 

the village over there. As soon as you enter, you will find a donkey tied up 

and a colt with it. Untie them and bring them to me.   

8 Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. Others cut palm 

branches off the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds in front of 

him and behind him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”10 And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 

stirred up. “Who is this?” they asked.11 The crowds answered, “It’s the prophet Jesus from Nazareth 

in Galilee.”                          

                                                                                          Matthew 21: 1-2, 8-11 Common English Bible (CEB) 
 

Every year on Palm Sunday we read this, or one of the other Gospel versions of Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem.  The crowds are jubilant with expectation that Jesus has come to be their 

victorious leader and save them from Roman domination.  What must it have been like for 

Jesus and his disciples to see Jerusalem from the vantage point of the Mount of Olives and 

then to enter the city to the joyous cries of “Hosanna” only to have those joyous cries of wel-

come turn, within days, to angry demands for execution?  What would it have been like to be 

a person in the crowd, seeing and hearing Jesus throughout the week?  We can only imagine.   

Centuries have passed and the land where Jesus walked, in many cases, is literally and figu-

ratively buried below layers of history that have both positively and negatively impacted its 

neighbors and the world at large.   By peeling back those layers, we may begin to catch a 

glimpse of life in biblical times. One way to do this is to study the Bible-its historical context, 

the customs and culture of the people, the use of language – with the help of study resources 

from biblical scholars, theologians and historians.  Another way, which can complement the 

study, is to walk where Jesus walked. 
 

As we head toward the season of Lent and think about the events in Jesus’ life leading up to 

his death and resurrection, I reflect on the opportunity Ivan and I had to walk in some of the 

places Jesus walked and see some of the things Jesus may have seen.  We hosted a trip to the 

Holy Land a year ago in March. It was our first Holy Land excursion and we came back with 

an enhanced understanding of the biblical story.   The people who joined us had  varying  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For this reason, we invite you to join us on a Bible Land Exploration trip March 16-25, 2020 through 

Educational Opportunities Tours.  We will be joining our group with the group hosted by Rev. Bill 

and Kim Fisackerly from Wesley UMC in Marco Island.   Brochures with all the details of the trip are 

available on the bulletin board in the office lobby.  You can also check out the trip online at 

                   http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20031620f11141#eotours . 

Take a look.  A journey following in the footsteps of Jesus will change the way you read the Bible, 

and you will learn why scholars refer to the Holy Land as the “Fifth Gospel.” Join us and see the Bible 

come to life.  Register early and receive discounts. 

 

Mark your calendars:  An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, March 31 after worship 

to answer questions and give more information about the trip, early registration, and savings. 
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 VALENTINE DINNER/DANCE 
Saturday, February 16, 2019 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20031620f11141#eotours
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Kari Mae Schell 

 

Celebrating the Baptism of 

Fort Myers Beach Sunday, March 3 
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Continued..From the Spouse’s Desk  

reasons for going.  Some of their expectations were met and others came away with new 

perspectives or renewed desire to learn more.  I believe everyone found the experience 

meaningful and enlightening.   

For this reason, we invite you to join us on a Bible Land Exploration trip March 16-25, 2020 

through Educational Opportunities Tours.  We will be joining our group with the group hosted by 

Rev. Bill and Kim Fisackerly from Wesley UMC in Marco Island.   Brochures with all the details 

of the trip are available on the bulletin board in the office lobby.  You can also check out the trip 

online at  http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20031620f11141#eotours .  

Take a look.  A journey following in the footsteps of Jesus will change the way you read the Bible, 

and you will learn why scholars refer to the Holy Land as the “Fifth Gospel.” Join us and see the 

Bible come to life.  Register early and receive discounts.   
 

Mark your calendars:  An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, March 31 after wor-

ship to answer questions and give more information about the trip, early registration, and sav-

ings.  

 

    Garden of Gethsemane 

Tour group with city of Jerusalem  

in the background   

Remains of boat from Jesus’ time 

found in the Sea of Galilee 

             Sea of Galilee 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl20031620f11141#eotours
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 April Birthdays 
  

2  Joyce Woodland 
       Wally Woodland 
4 Bob Clayton 
8  Linda Brewer 
12  Cameron Flick 
 Linda Bastin 
13  Stacy Macer 
 Mary Philip 
18  Debra McBeath 
20  Siena Davis 
22  Debbie Corbin 
 Larry Juul 
26  Thelma Mathews 
28  Rev. Jeanne Davis 
 Bob Jones 
29 Barbara McKeever 
 

      March  Birthdays 
 

2  Joan Johnson 
3   Glenn Brosell 
4   Anne Nelson 
5   Ellen Fischer 
6   Ron Thorndyke 
7   Lowell Banks 
9   Joan Hickox 
     Cathy Venzke 
12  JoAnn Cripe 
13  Hanna Louth 
16  Winnie Yordy 
      Mary Ellen Kimble 
17  Owen Cromwell 
18  Sharyn McNeill 
19  Catherine Luker 
21  Nancy Ross 
22  Ellie Previti 
23  Lynn Mitchell 
24  John Tay 
25  Ainslee Cromwell 
27  Stan Eeten 
       Nancy McDowell 
31  Don Lasco 

    March  Anniversaries 
 
1  Robert & Joan Hickox 
11  Mike & Karen Leep 
15  Paul &  Fran Fancher 
31 Dan & Jane Riddle 

 April   Anniversaries 
 

2  Richard & Thelma Mathews 
3  Stacy & Debbie Macer 
4  Jeff & Lara Davis 
9  Gil & Karen Whaples 
12  Rex & Marilyn Douglass 
18  Duane & Susan Cox 
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Roger Beery 

2602 Norman Hill Road 

Frankfort, OH 45628 

 

                   

 

 

We express Christian sympathy to the families and friends of: 
 

 

 

 

Paul Todd’s family on the death of Paul’s wife 

Dawn, the Hommerding family, Walter Reed fam-

ily, Rigsby family and Becker family on the death 

of Bob.   

 

 

 

 

We  appreciate your contributions to the Tyde and your help in keeping your   

information current.  If you have changed your address, email,  phone,  or any 

other information please let us know.   

  

If you do not receive birthday or anniversary cards from us,  it is because we do 

not have your information in our records.  Please contact us  by  phone, mail,     

e-mail,  or drop a note in the black metal office mailbox that is attached to the 

office door across from the elevator so we can send love to you on those special 

days.   Thank you. 
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Report from                                         

General Conference 2019 
 

 
Eight hundred sixty-four delegates (half-lay, half-clergy) met last week in St. Louis, MO to 

discuss the report of the Commission on A Way Forward at a Special Session of the General 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  The General Conference is the highest legisla-

tive body of the church and the only group who can decide church law and speak officially for 

the church. 

 
The decision of the General Conference was to offer a majority support for the Traditional 

Plan.  The vote was 53% for and 47% against.  It needed a simple majority to pass. 

 
What is the Traditional Plan?  The Traditional Plan keeps the current language around ho-

mosexuality and increases accountability by streamlining the processes to enforce penalties 

for violations of The Book of Discipline related to marriage and ordination of homosexual per-
sons.  Some pieces of the Traditional Plan did not pass and some parts will go to the Judicial 

Council to decide on their constitutionality.  Legislation does not become official church law 

until January 1, 2020.  We continue to teach and believe that all persons are welcomed in the 

church.  All persons are persons of sacred worth and we welcome all to receive the ministry of 
Jesus.  Human sexuality is a topic on which people of faith have different views.  Despite our 

differences, we will continue to work together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-

formation of the world and share God’s love with all people.  
 

What does this mean for our United Methodist Church?  Right now, it means nothing.  

Nothing will change in our church.  Our church will continue to welcome all people because 
all persons are persons of sacred worth.  We remain and open table that welcomes anyone.  

Our church is open to people of all nations, ethnic groups, ages and sexual orientations.  We 

hope to find better ways to embrace our diversity and put devisiveness behind us so that we 

may focus our energies toward ministry.  We should remember that loving family members 
can disagree, even on important issues like these.  We are a diverse and global church, and 

because of that, we have cultural, generational and geographical differences.  We seek to 

honor God and offer abundant grace to all people.  We will not host same-sex weddings in our 
church, we will not have LGBTQ clergy, and our pastors will not perform same sex weddings.  

 

What do I do Now?   Keep coming to church.  Keep focused on our  mission that glorifies 

God and reaches new people with the Gospel.  Stay informed.  We need everyone to walk 
with us through this important time.  We need to draw near to God together.  Your pastor and 

church leaders are available to you to answer questions and offer support.   
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Our prayer shawls have been stitched by loving hands of 
talented people at Beach United Methodist Church.  
Every stitch has been prayed over with the recipient in 
mind.  As this shawl is wrapped around someone, it is our 
prayer that he or she will feel the warmth and comfort of 
God’s love.   If you know of someone who would be 
blessed to receive a prayer shawl, please let the office 
know.  If you need a pattern you can go to 
www.shawlministry.com.  If you need help in making a 

prayer shawl please call Lynn Mitchell at 513-532-0997 
 

If you would like to make a prayer shawl please go to the internet address below for the di-
rections on how to knit or crochet the shawl or you can use your own pattern.   When fin-
ished,  please contact the office and we will tag the shawl and send it out.  Thank you for your 

part in being a blessing to this ministry.              http://www.shawlministry.com 

 

 

 

 

Our bear ministry has traveled throughout the 
world...bringing comfort and love to people.  We have sent 

out over 10,000 bears in ministry.    

 

Thank you to all who have hugged a bear, brought bears to 
be deployed,  taken a bear to someone, and also to those 

who have started bear ministries after attending Beach 

UMC. We have posted a few testimonies and  welcome ad-
ditional input.  Our bear ministry is always willing to re-

ceive bears to be prepared for service. 
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United Methodist Men 

 

 

 

Join our United Methodist Men who meet on the first Monday of each month at 

8 am from January-April at the Island Pancake House in the plaza across the 

street from the church!  
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United Methodist Women’s Tea 2-21-2019 

Join us on March 21, 2019 at 9:45 a.m. for UMW’s 150th Birthday!  

Any questions contact Barbara Cantley @ 239-765-8515 


