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Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; 
they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. For he  
commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of 
the sea.                                                                                                                Psalm 
107:23-25 

Love is patient, love is 
kind. Love is not envious 

or boastful or arrogant 

or rude.  It does not in-

sist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; 

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 

rejoices in the truth.                          
                                1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107%3A23-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107%3A23-25&version=ESV
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Pastor Ivan’s Column 
 

Many years ago when our family lived near Divide, Colorado I 

thought we had landed in the most beautiful place on earth.  We lived 

at 9,000 feet above sea level and had a view of the western slope of 

Pike’s Peak out our living room window.  I was involved in a student 
led weekly Bible study and as a new Christian I couldn’t get enough 

time with brothers and sisters in Christ and learning what it meant to 

be a Christ follower.  Part of my time with God was spent going up to 

a place not far from our house called “The Rocks.”  It was a short hike 

from our house, but it felt like you were in the middle of nowhere.  No 

cars could be heard, no houses in view:  just mountains, evergreens, 

soaring eagles and the wind blowing through the trees.  When I went 

up there I would pray and listen for God.  It was during these times 

with the Lord that I realized that even though I had made a commit-

ment to follow Him, something still felt like it was missing.  I dis-

cussed this with both my youth director and one of my Christian men-

tors and they both told me that I was hearing from the Holy Spirit.  
Becoming a Christian is just the beginning.  In Wesleyan/Methodist terms, the Holy Spirit had led me to a 

point of knowing there is a God; I was then invited to give my life to Christ which I did reluctantly at a 

revival a few months before our move to Colorado.  I was experiencing God’s grace in all its forms:  pre-

venient or Grace that goes before, saving Grace and now I was learning that the Holy Spirit wanted to 

continue God’s work in my life through God’s sanctifying Grace, helping remove the power of sin in my 

life and replace it with the overwhelming presence and power of God’s Agape (divine) love. This was the 

movement of the Holy Spirit that I was missing and didn’t know it until others helped me identify it.  

Looking back at my life I can identify God at work from my earliest childhood and it is still going on.   

This same Holy Spirit is at work in every person, but not everyone realizes or welcomes this.  Those who 

do find new life in Christ and, despite setbacks, find themselves why they didn’t say “Yes” to God earlier. 

On January 6 we celebrated Epiphany Sunday, the day that commemorates the arrival of the Wise Men, 
but more importantly, God’s revelation of God’s self to the whole world through Jesus of Nazareth.  On 

January 13 we observe Baptism of the Lord Sunday where Jesus submits himself to John’s baptism in 

solidarity with all of us God has come to offer God’s love and salvation.  This act of obedience was punc-

tuated with the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus that inaugurated His earthly ministry.  It would be 

this same Holy Spirit that would fill Jesus’ disciples at Pentecost and continues to lead us to God, offer us 

salvation and ongoing transformation. 

 

Everything we do at Beach we do to help everyone in our sphere of influence know and experience God’s 

grace and to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit in each person’s life.  To help us do this, here are some of 

what we offer: 

 

We have begun having worship at both 8 and 10:30 a.m. again until sometime around Easter.  On Tues-
days at 9:30 I have a Bible study in the Fellowship Hall.  We are studying the Lectionary lessons that I 

will be preaching from the following Sunday.  In a way, you will get to help me prepare my sermons and 

we will all learn a lot from God’s Word and each other.  Everyone is invited! 
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               Our mailable offering envelopes  

 

Our mailable offering envelopes are available through 
the church office.  They are conveniently addressed to 
the church and ready for mailing; however they can 
also be used just like the box envelopes and placed in 
the offering plate.    There are no dates so they may 
be used anytime any year.  If you would like to have 
these envelopes for your offering, please note your re-

quest on the attendance  sheet, call or email the office and we will send or                    
                             give you new envelopes.   
 
These envelopes may also be used instead of a boxed set and are more cost effective 
for the church to purchase.  Thank you for all you do!! 
 

                                                 

      Beach United Methodist Church 
Please note my gift to Beach United Methodist Church in the amount of  
 

Apportionments & Ministry Protection (Liability Insurancy) 
 
 
 
 
 
                   $________________________________  
 
 
 
 
Given by:__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________________________ 
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Our second mile giving envelopes are located in the 

top portion of the attendance folders in the Sanctuary.  

These envelopes are to be used for a designated need 
of the church and to be placed along with your regular 

giving envelope in the offering plate.  January and 

February are designated for Apportionments and Min-
istry Protection Liability insurance.  

 

If you are away or unable to attend the worship service and wish to give to this special need, 
please just write on your check “2nd offering” or use the coupon  provided on the next page. 

 

 

Apportionments are the main way we support the ministries of the church through our appor-
tioned funds, a method of giving that proportionally allocates the churchwide budget to con-

ferences and local churches.  For United Methodists this method of giving has become a 

strong, generous tradition.  Together, through our connected congregations, we accomplish 
what no single church, district or annual conference ever could hope to do alone. In this way, 

each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for the church's work. We 

combine our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant difference in the lives of 
God's people. 

 

Ministry Protection Liability insurance  protects the church’s property, (injury to non-

employee during church activity or physical damage to property of others in the care of the 
church), worker’s compensation, property damage, losses due to crime, personal injury to em-

ployees, and other general liabilities.     

 
These are to be paid by individual churches on an annual basis.  Our apportionments for 2019 

are billed at $24,464.  Our payment made for 2018 on Ministry Protection was $15,190.  The  

finance committee has voted to try to pay 10% monthly during the year.  This will be approxi-

mately $3,300 per month.   
 

We are praying we can due our part as a church to meet these District obligations plus the op-

erating day to day expenses of the church.   
 

Thank you for your stewardship and faithfulness to your Beach United Methodist Church. 

Your giving statements will be available January 20, 2019 and will be in a box alphabeti-
cally in the Narthex.  Please feel free to take yours.  Those not taken will be mailed.   
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Pastor Ivan’s  Column Continued 
Our Church Council/Leadership has begun planning for the rest of the year 2019.  We are prayerfully 

seeking God’s will and your ideas about how our church can be in vital ministry in our island commu-

nity! 

Beginning on Sunday, January 27 I will be teaching a Sunday school class in the church Library on the 

second floor.  It will begin at 9:15 and go to about 10 a.m.  Stop in the Fellowship Hall and grab some-
thing to eat and drink and join me for a time of diving deeper into God’s Word. 

 

If you have a desire to raise your voice to God in song, please consider coming to choir rehearsals on 

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

If you have a green thumb or would simply like to help make our church grounds more beautiful and 

inviting, consider getting involved in God’s Gardeners.  See Debbie Corbin for information. 

 

Also, please be in prayer between now and the end of February.  In February there will be a called Gen-

eral Conference of the entire United Methodist Church to be held in Saint Louis.  There delegates will 

prayerfully consider several plans presented by The Commission on the Way Forward along with plans 

submitted by others throughout the denomination.  We want to bathe this conference in prayer before, 
during and after and ask that God’s will be done.  We will be conducting a time of information and lis-

tening sometime in early February so that we will be ready to respond when decisions are made. 

 

Finally, Debbie and I want to thank everyone in the Beach UMC Family for your very generous gifts to 

us and the staff.  Debbie and I will be using ours to help us make our way out west to see our son Chris 

and his family and to see parts of the country we have not seen before. 

 

As you can see, we’re off to a busy start.  I want to wish each and every one of you a very Happy and 

Blessed New Year. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Ivan 
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From the Spouse’s Desk… 

  

I am the true vine 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vineyard keeper. 2 He 

removes any of my branches that don’t produce fruit, and he 

trims any branch that produces fruit so that it will produce even 
more fruit. 3 You are already trimmed because of the word I 

have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A 

branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but must remain in the 
vine. Likewise, you can’t produce fruit unless you remain in 

me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 

and I in you, then you will produce much fruit. Without me, you 
can’t do anything.”   

                                                                          John 15:1-5 Common English Bible (CEB) 

 

We can learn a lot from Jesus about gardening.  It is a simple message.  A branch cut off 
from the main vine will die.  Plants need to be pruned of dead areas to allow for new 

growth and hopefully that “fruit” will be lush and full.  I try to follow this advice when I 

work in the garden.  I am successful only if I look to others with more knowledge than me 
to guide me and help me prune the right way and at the right time so as not to do more 

damage to the plant. 

 

Here at Beach UMC our fledgling God’s Gardeners group has begun to reflect on what 
needs to be done to take care of this little bit of God’s earth.  We have begun some of the 

pruning and nourishing.   In the spring we need to bring in some new plants.  What is im-

portant is finding the right plant for the right location.  Thank you to our small but mighty 
group of workers (Gail Jasionowski, Pastor Ivan, Rich Louth, Richie Louth  and Taylor 

Louth) who helped to prepare for the holidays during the early part of December. 

 
We will continue to work around the church on a regular basis so there will be opportu-

nity for more people to get involved.  Watch for announcements of monthly God’s Gar-

dener meetings and future workdays. 

 
Reflecting back on Jesus’ words, we know that he was speaking about more than garden-

ing.  He used familiar scenarios and life experiences to convey a deeper message.  For 

people who were growing food and working the earth these words would make sense.  
Unfortunately, they did not always understand the deeper meaning of the words or apply 

them to their own lives.  We also don’t always understand so it is important to learn and 

grow  in faith together. 
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  Just in time for Valentine’s Day 

 Raspberry Heart Cookie Recipe  

                   Made with Splenda 

RECIPE INGREDIENTS: 

3/4 cup unsalted butter, room temperature 

1/4 cup light butter, room temperature 

1 cup SPLENDA no calorie sweetener, granulated 

1 tablespoon vanilla 
1/4 cup egg substitute 

1/4 cup water 

3/4 teaspoon vinegar (white or cider) 

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

1 1/2 cups cake flour 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1/3 cup low sugar or no sugar raspberry jam 

3 ounces sugar free chocolate, melted 

 

Blend together butters, SPLENDA granulated sugar and vanilla in a medium mixing bowl.  

Blend until butter is softened.  Add egg substitute, water and vinegar.  Mix briefly.  Add flours, 
salt and baking powder.  Mix with electric mixer on low speed (or by hand) until dough is 

formed. Do not overmix. 

 

Remove dough from the refrigerator and roll out on a floured work surface to approximately 1/8 

inch thickness.  Cut with two-inch heart shaped cookie cutter.  Cut small heart shapes out of the 

center of half of the cookies (these will be the tops of the finished cookies).  Place cookies on 

prepared cookie sheet. 

 

Bake in preheated 350 degrees F oven 8-10 minutes or until lightly browned on the bottom (do 

not overcook).  Cool on a wire rack. 

 
Spread 1 tsp raspberry jam in the center of the larger heart cookies.  Then, flip over and smaller 

cutout hearts and drizzle melted chocolate on the underside.  Carefully place smaller cutout 

hearts, chocolate side down on the top of the larger cookies so the raspberry jam shows through.  

Push down lightly.  
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Paul Todd & PJ 

We were blessed to have this wonderful family Sunday January 6, 2019 

CONCERTS 

The Chosen Ones Singers 

Paul Todd, PJ and Friends gave lively and joyous concerts November 12 and December 13 
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As we enter into this new year, it is good to be reminded that the church can only be 
fruitful to the extent that it remains focused on God, through Jesus.  We may have to 

prune away some traditions, attitudes or even ministries that no longer produce fruit.  

Perhaps we need to explore what is the next best course of action for our location and 

realize that fruit comes in many forms.  It is a new year in which we can discover to-
gether fresh opportunities to make a difference in the community and produce new 

growth on the “branches.“ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

                                       
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Taylor Louth                                         Richie Louth                       

                    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                    

           Taylor and his dad, Rich Louth                                                       Pastor Ivan 

 

    
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 

                                          

Continued..From the Spouse’s Desk  
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  February Birthdays 
  

2 Robert Towns, Jr 
3 Sharon Gardner 
6 Don Mitchell 
9 Billy Brown 
10 Michelle Cromwell 
 Mike Fletcher 
 Lucy Ortt 
12 Dick Miller 
14 Charles Mathues 
16 Peg Lasco 
21 Sally Beck 
 Jerry Zygner 
 Wally Woodland 
22 Phil Benjamin 
23 Judy Boone 
25 Jayne Tappe 
27 Dale Bloom 
 Jerry Payne 
 Bill Ortt 

      January  Birthdays 
 

1 Barbara Pratt 
4 Pat Baker 
5 Mike Cavanaugh 
6 Harold Pratt 
11 Joann Harding 
 Betty Leis 
 Julia Irvine 
12 Jane Stutzman 
16 John Eder 
19 David Brewer 
21 Chad Cromwell 
26 Pat Simon 
 Gayle Zygner 
30 Nancy Galland 
31 Dave Tank 

    January  Anniversaries 
 

 February  Anniversaries 
 

3 Bill & Lucy Ortt 
9 Doug & Kathy Hovenden 
22 AllenHeape & Rev. Jeanne 

Davis 
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Roger Beery 

2602 Norman Hill Road 

Frankfort, OH 45628 

 

                   

 

 

We express Christian sympathy to the families and friends of: 
 

 

 

Shapiro family on the death of their son Zack; Tay 

family on the death of John’s brother Bruce; family 

of Heidi McGovern; Pastor Corbin’s family on the 

death of Lowell Corbin 

 

We  appreciate your contributions to the Tyde and your help in keeping your   

information current.  If you have changed your address, email,  phone,  or any 

other information please let us know.   

  

If you do not receive birthday or anniversary cards from us,  it is because we do 

not have your information in our records.  Please contact us  by  phone, mail,     

e-mail,  or drop a note in the black metal office mailbox that is attached to the 

office door across from the elevator so we can send love to you on those special 

days.   Thank you. 
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There is a draft of our directory available.  Please check to 

see if your information is correct.  If we missed your name 

please just write your information in where it belongs alpha-

betically in the directory and notify the office. If we do not 

have your picture-please let John Tay know. Thank you. We 

thank those of you that have already participated. 

 

We are still working on the church cookbook.  We still need some breakfast 

recipes and some unusual recipes like sugar-free, sugar substitute or gluten-

free and unusual recipes that have proven successful.  

 

 

 

 

Worship Services are at 8 & 10:30 a.m. until around Easter. 

 

Tuesdays Pastor’s Bible study in Fellowship Hall @ 9 am 

 

Wednesdays women’s bible study @ Palm’s Club House January 30-March 6 call                   

Susie @ 260-450-5646 

 

Choir rehearsal Wednesdays at 7 pm 

 

1/13 Sunday following 10:30 am service all committee meeting @ the Island Pancake 

House 

 

1/27 Sunday Pastor’s Sunday school class in the library upstairs @ 9:15-10 am 

 

1/27 Sunday The Gideons will bring a presentation at both services 

 

2/16 Saturday Valentine’s Dinner/Dance 6 pm $12 per person 
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Our prayer shawls have been stitched by loving hands of 
talented people at Beach United Methodist Church.  
Every stitch has been prayed over with the recipient in 
mind.  As this shawl is wrapped around someone, it is our 
prayer that he or she will feel the warmth and comfort of 
God’s love.   If you know of someone who would be 
blessed to receive a prayer shawl, please let the office 
know.  If you need a pattern you can go to 
www.shawlministry.com.  If you need help in making a 

prayer shawl please call Lynn Mitchell at 513-532-0997 
 

If you would like to make a prayer shawl please go to the internet address below for the di-
rections on how to knit or crochet the shawl or you can use your own pattern.   When fin-
ished,  please contact the office and we will tag the shawl and send it out.  Thank you for your 

part in being a blessing to this ministry.              http://www.shawlministry.com 

 

 

 

 

Our bear ministry has traveled throughout the 
world...bringing comfort and love to people.  We have sent 

out over 10,000 bears in ministry.    

 

Thank you to all who have hugged a bear, brought bears to 
be deployed,  taken a bear to someone, and also to those 

who have started bear ministries after attending Beach 

UMC. We have posted a few testimonies and  welcome ad-
ditional input.  Our bear ministry is always willing to re-

ceive bears to be prepared for service. 
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Thank you notes from Beach Elementary School 

Christmas gift bags, 

treats, and a card  were 

brought to Beach      

Elementary school (the 

school across from the 

church) by Debbie  

Corbin on behalf of 

BUMC. 
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Our Sanctuary Chrismon Tree 

Christmas Tree Decorating Auction 

Fort Myers Beach held an auction for non-profits to enter a decorated Christmas tree.  Our 

“Have a Beary Merry Christmas” tree was purchased for $150 and donated back to the church.  

The tree was also donated back to the church We decorated it with beany bears and  “wanna 

bears” and candy canes and lights. We placed it in the Narthex and lit it up during Christmas.  

So much fun!! Thank you to our anonymous donor.  


