
 

 

Pentecost 22-November 10th, 2019 

Baltic & East Nidaros Lutheran Parish 

 

Luke 20:27-39 

 
27Some Sadducees, those who say 
there is no resurrection, came 

to [Jesus] 28and asked him a question, 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no 
children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. 29Now there were seven brothers; the first married and died 
childless; 30then the second 31and the third married her, and so in the same way 
all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died. 33In the resurrection, 
therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
  34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 
marriage; 35but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in 
the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36Indeed 
they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, 
being children of the resurrection. 37And the fact that the dead are raised Moses 

himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for 
to him all of them are alive.”  
 

 “I Shall See God” 
Sermon by Pastor Randall J. Questad 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Christ is Risen, Hallelujah! 
 

Today may not be Easter Sunday, but every Sunday should be thought of as a “little Easter”.  Resurrection should 
be a topic frequently preached about, not just once a year on Easter morning.  In today’s gospel, the topic of 
resurrection was presented in the form of a story problem to Jesus by the Sadducees.  But since the Sadducees 
did not believe in the resurrection, they only raised the question for the purpose of trapping Jesus by how he 
would answer the question. 
It is believed that the Sadducees became extinct sometime after the year 70 AD after the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem.  The Sadducees were regarded as the highest social and economic group compared to other 
religious groups like the Pharisees.  And since the Sadducees considered themselves a cut above everyone else, 
they didn’t often associate with other groups of people.  These wealthy leaders only regarded the written law as 
authoritative.  They didn’t believe in what people said, especially Jesus.  So, when they asked Jesus a question 
about marriage in the resurrection, they waited to see if Jesus would answer by opening and reading from the 
Torah- the book that contained the first five books of the bible.  
 

The answer to the marriage question that they asked Jesus can be found by in the last book of the Torah, 
Deuteronomy in the 25th chapter.  This is what the Sadducees wanted Jesus to quote to them.  These verses 
clearly describe that if the husband of a wife dies, the deceased husband’s brother is to take over the family 



 

duties of bearing children. But if the brother has no desire to marry the widow or carry out these family duties, 
the widow can report this to the elders of the church and then they will summon him and speak to him.  If the 
brother persists with his decision, he can declare in the presence of the elders that he had no desire to marry her 
and then the widow can remove a sandal from his foot, spit in his face and say, “This is what is done to the man 
who does not build up his brother’s house” and the brother’s family becomes known as “the house of him whose 
sandal was pulled off.”  This is what the Sadducees wanted Jesus to say.  But these rules about marriage applied 
only in this age. Jesus said these rules do not apply to the age of resurrection. 
 

As I stated, the Sadducees by name no longer exist.  But it is clear there are people today who do not believe in 
the resurrection.  Quite often you see obituaries where there is no funeral service to deliver this promise of the 
resurrection.  It is not uncommon to only have a time of visitation with the family and then schedule a time to 
bury the remains. They do not believe in their loved ones seeing God face to face.  But when Jesus responded to 
the Sadducees, he said he is not a God of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive. 
 

Last week, as you see on your bulletin cover, people came forward and lit candles remembering people have died 
in Christ.  But to Christ, they are not dead, but alive.  Jesus put an end to death once and for all when he left the 
grave where he was laid.   
 

I often quote the words from Job that you heard in the first lesson for today at graveside committal services.  Job 
declared, “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my 
skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God.”  Job clearly believed in the resurrection.  Job could 
easily have been like a Sadducee and not believed in the resurrection. Job was wealthy like a Sadducee.  Job was 
very satisfied with his life in this age. 
 

But then Job’s comfortable life experienced dramatic, tragic changes.  All of Job’s oxen that were used for plowing 
were stolen by invaders who also killed his servants that were tending them.  While the one servant who escaped 
this tragedy was telling Job about this event, another servant came who was tending the camels described that 
his 3000 camels were raided and taken away and before this messenger completed telling his story the news 
arrived that all ten of his children were killed when a wind storm caused the walls of the house  to fall on them. 
In the midst of all these tragedies, Job said, “The Lord gave, the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the 
Lord.”  But that wasn’t the end of Job’s problems.  Then Job’s body was covered with sores from the top of his 
head to the bottom of his feet. 
 

Job’s wife and friends told him not to believe in this kind of a God that would allow bad things to happen people.  
But Job did not put his trust in the things of this life.  Job put his trust in the age to come.  The resurrection.  Job 
said, “After my flesh has been destroyed, I shall see God.” 
 

Today we can be thankful that the words of Job were written down in a book.  Because in this age, we, like Job 
are frequently reminded of tragedies. Reminders of a teenager killed in a car accident.  A high school football 
player still waiting to wake up from an injury from a game.  A family of 11 children surrounding the bedside of 
their first sibling to die at an age that seems too soon.  A six-year old struck down by a car as he was walking to 
school. 
 
But in the midst of the challenges in this life, we know there is a new life to come.  We know that our God is the 
God of the living. Jesus tells us that things will not be the same in the resurrection.  The story problem that the 
Sadducees presented about who is married to who will no longer apply.  As we will confess in the Apostles’ Creed 
today, we believe in the resurrection of the body.  And one day……we will see God.  Amen. 
  
 
 
 


