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Luke 12:49-56 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is 

your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for 

yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure 

in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 

  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master to return 

from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed 

are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 

them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 

dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 

have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour.” 

  

“Did You Say Division?” -Sermon by Pastor Randall J.Questad 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Did you think that there was a misprint in your bulletin for the gospel from Luke for today?  Or did you 

think that I got on the wrong line while I was reading the gospel for today?  Or maybe you thought the 

evangelist Luke wasn’t paying close enough attention to what the Holy Spirit inspired him to write in 

these verses so he wrote down something that seems contradictory to what you think Jesus would say.  

Did Jesus really say that he’s coming to bring fire on earth like his Father did when he destroyed 

everything in the area of Sodom and Gomorrah as told in the book of Genesis? What happened to the 

meaning of the rainbow you put in the sky after the flood? There is no mistake.  Jesus said, “Do you 

think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?  No, I tell, but rather division!” 

 

This is why as preachers we are thankful that we have more than one text to use for sermons.  But if 

we read the introduction to the first lesson from Jeremiah it says that Jeremiah delivered the unpopular 

message of God’s judgment.  And in this text, the word of God is again described as being like fire or 

a hammer that breaks rocks in pieces. Well, preachers can lose popularity contests easily enough 

without preaching unpopular messages.   

 

So thank goodness, we have another option.  The second lesson from Hebrews. And quite honestly 

many pastors will use parts of this text this week.  This would be easier, that is… if you skip the part 

where it says that faithful people were being tortured, others mocked and flogged, some put to death 

by stoning, and yes scripture records even more morbid descriptions of death that you already heard 

once and I’m not going to repeat. 



 

So, maybe the gospel from Luke isn’t so bad after all to preach on.  

 

What comes to your mind when Jesus says that he came to bring fire on earth?  What does it mean 

that Jesus wished that the baptism that he is to be baptized with is causing him stress until it is 

completed?  Where is the good news today if Jesus is bringing division rather than peace on earth? 

 

You have to skip over more than just these verses in scripture if you want to dismiss the reality that 

Jesus will come to earth and divide.  The first part of the parable Jesus tells of the kingdom of God 

being like a net thrown into the sea and catching every kind of fish sounds peaceful.  But that’s not the 

end of the story. The rest of the parable is that the net is brought to shore and the good is put into 

baskets and the bad is thrown out.  There is division.  It sounds peaceful when Jesus tells the parable 

of the wheat and weeds and tells the workers to let the weeds grow with the wheat. This parable is a 

difficult one for farmers to understand.  But that too is not the end of the story.  The story ends with the 

wheat being gathered into bundles and the weeds being bound into bundles and then burned.  Again, 

there is a division.  And if you still aren’t sure that Jesus’ kingdom is about division, Jesus tells the 

parable of the sheep and goats and the shepherd separates them.  He divides them.  At the vacation 

bible school program just a couple of weeks ago, the preschoolers made clear which side of this division 

you want to be on when they sang the song, “I just want to be a sheep Baa, Baa, Baa, Baa”. 

 

Fire, hammers, swords, judgement and division however are not words for you to fear.  The baptism 

that Jesus was under stress until it was completed--IS now completed. It was completed when Jesus 

said his final three words on earth. “It is finished.”   

 

Jesus made a division when he died on the cross. The division was not between the people that you 

think are bad and those you think are good.  He separated your sins from you.  He put a division 

between sin, death, and the devil and you.  And how do you know with certainty, complete certainty, 

that you are on the right side of the division?  Because Jesus has told you so.  Jesus the good shepherd 

has called you by name in your baptism and divided you from your sin and your death.  The sin that 

was yours was taken from you and was destroyed on the cross.   

 

In this world, there will continue to be divisions that bring fear.  There will be divisions in families.  There 

will be divisions between one political party and another.  There will be divisions between the young 

and the old.  There will be divisions between the sports teams that you love and those you hope will 

never win a game. There will be a division between those who love lutefisk and those who don’t.  Jesus 

said, you understand these divisions as much as you understand the weather. 

 

This past Thursday evening as Kim and I were leaving East Nidaros, I doubted the weather alert that I 

heard on my phone that a severe thunderstorm that was about to hit our area, but when I looked at the 

dark, swirling, stormy clouds in the west there was no doubt that it was going to get windy and it was 

going to rain hard.  Kim and I each had our own vehicles and made it as far as Midway and we took 

shelter from the wind and hail shelter under the canopy over the gas pumps.  The weather that came 

was certain, but I started to question if where we parked was a good idea . 

 



You have parked yourselves in safety today.  The safety of hearing God’s word.  God’s word that divides 

you from your fears.  This division is good news. 

 

The division that Jesus speaks about and delivers to you is salvation.  Salvation that was completed 

when Jesus died on the cross and rose again for you.  This is why when people who have been chosen 

by God in their baptisms do not fear death.  They welcome it.  We can all think of times when we feel 

that death came to soon.  But we always know that Christ has promised us a home far better than the 

one we have here on earth. 

 

I had one of my favorite experiences this week as I met with the Zuehlke family for the first time to talk 

about Bricelyn’s baptism.  As I was going through my slides reminding Bricelyn’s parents of the 

promises that she receives in baptism, Bricelyn took one of the books from the kid’s totes that I had 

given to her to keep her busy while I was talking to her parents and stretched her arms up to me with 

the child’s book as if to say, “Read more to me about Jesus.  Tell me more about Jesus.”   And then 

when we went to look at the baptismal font and see the water, I wasn’t sure if Bricelyn was going to let 

us wait until today.  

 

Bricelyn was ready for the waters of baptism to divide her from her sins.  She did not fear this division 

but welcomed it.  Another example of child-like faith.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


