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John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
8Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this 

time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 

me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 

on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the 

one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 

am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

  15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” 
25I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid.  

  

“A Reminder from the Holy Spirit” 
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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you. 

I respect teachers.  They spend a great deal of time planning what and how they are going to teach their 

students.  They often take care in clearly delivering the information to be learned. But then quite often their 

students miss the whole lesson and it seems like all their efforts had failed.  I know teachers experience days 

when they just want to throw their hands up in the air and give up.  

Jesus must have felt that way with those he was teaching. You maybe can understand why some that were 

openly opposed to Jesus’ authority would not listen to him.  But you would think that his disciples who left 

everything behind to follow Jesus would also be able to follow what he had to say to them.  But they needed be 

continually reminded. 

We know that Judas was not listening.  We know that Peter frequently forgot the words of Jesus and said stupid 

things to Jesus.  And if it were the case that just two of the twelve disciples were bad students, maybe Jesus 

would be overall pleased with his class of disciples.  But the percentage of good listening disciples goes lower in 

this gospel from John for today when Philip addressed Jesus with a question that sounds like something Peter 

would say without thinking when he asked Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  Jesus 

responded, “Have I been with you all this time Philip and you still do not know me?”  But what Philip asked is 

far more common that it is unusual.  Philip asks Jesus for proof.   

 



Philip wants more than words.  Philip wants to see something. And specifically, Philip wants to see God.  As I 

said, this request is not uncommon, and it is not a new question nor was this the first time such a request was 

made. 

 

God had spoken directly with Moses early in the Old Testament.  Moses heard every word.  But Moses too 

wanted more.  He asked God “Show me your Glory”.  Moses was tired of just listening to God and wanted to 

see him face to face.  Moses wanted more than words.    

 

You and I want more than words from God at certain times in our lives.  The question that Philip asked, “Show 

us the Father” and what Moses asked, “Show me your glory” and what Thomas demanded, “I won’t believe 

unless you show me your scars.” also is asked in other ways.  I have heard some ask me, “Why doesn’t God 

perform miracles anymore?”  or  “Why is God silent during these times?”  Again these are questions from people 

wanting something more than words.  They would like to see something because words are easily forgotten. 

 

Jesus knew after he ascended to his father that the poor remembering disciples would forget what he told them 

if they didn’t get some frequent reminders. And so Jesus didn’t leave them alone, he sends his Holy Spirit to 

teach them everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  

 

On the Day of Pentecost a pretty miraculous event took place.  There was a loud sound like a violent wind.  

When people looked at each other they saw divided tongues of fire resting on them.  They all were filled with 

the Holy Spirit.  Everyone spoke in their native language, but they heard what was said in the own language.  

You would think that this was an amazing enough event to see that would make the weakest in faith the 

strongest believer. You would think…. 

 

But seeing this miracle was not enough.  They were not satisfied. 

 

The people in the old testament lesson for today were not satisfied either. They had been given all they needed 

from their Creator.  But that was not enough. They desired more. They decided to build a city for themselves 

and build a tower that reached to the heavens.  They were not satisfied in the God that came to them. They 

thought they needed to build something to get closer to him. But when God came down to speak to them, he 

didn’t come alone. Scripture says, “Come let US go down and confuse their language so they will not understand 

each other,”  The Holy Trinity came down.  God spoke the words, Jesus was the word spoken, and the Holy Spirit 

opened their ears to remind them of what God had spoken to them earlier. 

 

Some of Jesus’ disciples believed that he had risen from the dead when he spoke to them in the locked room.  

Thomas didn’t believe unless he saw a sign.  He said that he wouldn’t believe unless he touched Jesus himself.  

So Jesus commands Thomas to touch him and Thomas believes.   

 

Jesus clearly states after this event, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  Jesus 

wants us to believe simply by hearing his words.  In today’s gospel he says, “Believe me that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.”  Jesus wants us 

to believe in him just through his word, but he said if that isn’t enough believe in me because of my works.  



 

I needed to be reminded of these words from Jesus this week.  Jesus will use both his words and he will use a 

sign if necessary, to create faith.  So this week when I was asked, “Why doesn’t God send me a sign so that I will 

believe?” I simply responded, “Maybe he will.” 

 

This is the last sermon that I will deliver to you before my ordination.  What I have done before this point is the 

same thing that I will do after ordination, I will simply remind you of what Jesus has said to you. In these 3 ½  

years, I have witnessed the joy of people hearing good news for the first time.  I have witnessed the freedom of 

people being reminded of the words that they had been waiting many years to hear again.  And I have seen 

people who have never doubted God’s word, but when they hear it they receive as if they are hearing for the 

first time. 

 

I look forward to reminding you of all that Jesus has said to you.   Amen. 


