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GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 

been     glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has 

been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said 

to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

  

“What Makes it a New Commandment” 
Sermon by Vicar Randall J. Questad 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

You could easily spend a whole year preaching on stories in the bible that involve people who had 

dreams or visions.  God has used dreams and visions as a way to speak to people through the ages. 

But, dreams and visions certainly were not limited to early Christianity.  Some people today dream often 

and some people rarely dream.  Some people are haunted by their dreams while others are encouraged 

by them. I know that I have had dreams full of details that seem so real and it is difficult to realize that 

it was only a dream when I awaken. The first lesson for today tells of the detail filled dream that Peter 

had and the second lesson describes one of the many visions John had while exiled on the island of 

Patmos.  These two lessons and the gospel for today however have a consistent theme of what 

happens when God appears in the lives of people.  He makes all things new. 

 

New is the right word to describe the work of God.  God doesn’t improve what you have done or take 

what you have started and shape it into something better.  God creates out of nothing and then makes 

all things new.  This has caused many not to appreciate the work of God.  Some would like God to use 

at least something we have done rather than fully rely on what he has already done and continues to 

do for us. 

 

The 11th chapter of Leviticus is very specific about what foods were not acceptable to eat. But the list 

begins by saying what could be eaten.  People were told any animal that has divided hoofs and is                

cleft-footed and chews the cud--such you may eat.  Seems clear enough.  But some animals qualify as 

clean because they chew cud, but don’t have divided hoofs so they are unclean. Camels, rock badgers, 

and rabbits would fall into this category.  Then there are animals who are unclean because they don’t 

chew cud, but make the clean list because they have divided hoofs.  Pigs would be an example of these 

animals.  

 

 

 



Then this chapter tells that you can eat anything that is in the water.  Well that is anything that has fins 

and scales like walleye and lutefisk.  But scripture says to refrain from eating the swarming creatures 

in the sea.  It also says that you can eat birds.  But there are also exceptions such as buzzards, eagles, 

vultures, ostrich, sea gulls, storks, desert owls and bats. 

 

Laws are given to make your life better.  To keep you safe.  But laws will never make all things new. 

 

In the first lesson for today, Peter was given a vision regarding what could be eaten.  In this vision God 

didn’t send down a sheet that went over what was written in the 11th chapter of Leviticus.  He didn’t 

remind Peter of the dietary rules and instruct him to encourage the people to follow the rules better.   

 

Peter had just been accused of not following rules himself. He may not only been eating the wrong kind 

of foods, but he was also eating with the wrong kind of people.  That is why the Lord sent Peter this 

detailed vision of the sheet descending and on it were all the kinds of animals that had been prohibited 

from being eaten.  Peter thought that the Lord was tricking or testing him by telling him to get up, kill 

and eat it.  Peter said, by no means for nothing profane or unclean had ever entered his mouth. Peter 

was going to follow the rules of Moses rather than follow what the Lord told him to do.   

 

But then the Spirit came upon Peter and he preached a message of salvation.  A message no longer 

about what they should do to be saved, but a message of what God had already done for them.  When 

they heard this good news they were silenced and they believed. 

 

The gospel for today begins by saying, when he had gone out.  The “He” was Judas who had just 

betrayed Jesus.  Jesus was telling the remaining 11 disciples that something new was about to happen.  

They had been well trained in the commandments.  But now Jesus was going to give them a new 

commandment.  “You are to love one another, just as I have loved you.” 

 

So what is new about this new commandment?  What is the difference between Moses giving the ten 

commandments and Jesus giving one new commandment?   

 

Jesus said that he wasn’t going to be around much longer.  Jesus said that where he was going, the 

disciples couldn’t follow.  Jesus, in dying on the cross already fulfilled the commandments of Moses, 

but then gives a new commandment to love each other. 

 

The new commandment is not an 11th commandment.  It is not something more for you to do.  Following 

the new commandment happens when you don’t know that you are doing it.  But how will you or Jesus 

for that matter keep score of your good deeds? That’s precisely the point.  Jesus is no longer keeping 

any score of your good deeds since your good deeds have nothing to do with your salvation.  Your 

salvation has been completed by Jesus alone. You can’t do anything to please Jesus.  You will simply 

have the freedom to love one another. 

 

 

This debate between keeping the law of Moses instead of believing in Jesus who has already fulfilled 

the law for you was going on in the days of Peter and continues today.  This was the debate that 

Martin Luther had with a man named Erasmus.  Martin Luther told Erasmus that the law does nothing 



to advance your way to salvation, in fact it hinders it.  Trying to keep the law puts emphasis and work 

on you rather than Jesus.  Martin Luther also told Erasmus the law says, “Do this” and it never is 

done, but grace says, “Believe this and it already is done”. 

 

In John’s vision, the one on the throne said, “It is done”.  There is nothing more for you to do.   

 

The things that impact people the most are done completely without any intent of recognition or even 

knowing that you have done them. There is nothing you can do for Jesus to help him for what he has 

already done for you.  Jesus did not go to the cross for his own benefit.  He went to the cross for you 

and that is why he said that you are to love one another as he has loved you.  You too are not to love 

yourself and then love your neighbor.  You are to love one another, just as I have loved you. 

 

What is new about this new commandment?  It was spoken by Jesus who is the ultimate example of 

giving and expecting nothing in return and you will simply do the same.  Amen. 

 


