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Acts 9:1-20 
1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the                   
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along 
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5He asked, "Who are you, Lord?"                                
The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do." 7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice 
but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing;   so they 
led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank. 
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He 
answered, "Here I am, Lord." 11The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul.  
At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight." 13But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who invoke your name." 15But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen 
to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name." 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on 
Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18And immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."  
  
 John 21:1-19 
1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. 
  4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said 
to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 
hundred yards off. 
 



 
  9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, 
full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn.  
12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”  Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” 
because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same 
with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 
  15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A 
second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.”  
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used tofasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 
wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to 
him, “Follow me.” 
 

“An Instrument Whom I Have Chosen” 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
What is it like to encounter the risen Jesus Christ?  Saul, who had spent his life persecuting Jesus is stopped dead 
in his tracks when a light from heaven flashed around him when he encountered the risen Christ.  The disciples 
who had gone fishing were stopped in the sea with nothing to show for their fishing efforts when Jesus 
encountered them. When you encounter Jesus, things are about to change. 
 
In these two stories, Jesus is choosing his flock.  He is choosing his followers.  This is contrary to what many think 
happens when you become a follower or a disciple of Jesus.  Many think that following Jesus is their personal 
decision, a movement on their part to accept Jesus, or at least they have decided not to reject Jesus.  But in 
scripture, it never happens that way and we can be thankful it never works that way for us. 
 
I will not be asking the confirmands today  if they will accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  Confirmation is not 
a time of preparing young people to make a decision about their faith. That  decision has already happened. 
And it happened when God the Father decided to claim each of these youth in their baptisms. Confirmation is a 
time for teaching.  Confirmation is a time when parents and sponsors fulfil the promises that they made when 
these youth on the day of their baptisms.  On the day of their baptism a promise was made to teach them the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, the Ten Commandments,  and to place in their hands the scriptures and to instruct 
them in the Christian faith. 
 
And one of the first lessons learned in confirmation is to get the direction of faith right.  John 15:16, simply says, 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you.”  
 
Jesus chose Saul who was persecuting Jesus and his followers.  This story is often called the Conversion of Saul.  
Again, some are lead to believe that Saul had some choice in the matter.  But it was Jesus who blinded Saul.  It 
was Jesus who told Saul to get up and enter the city and their he would be told what to do next.  And when 
Jesus was speaking to Saul, the only active part played was to listen to what Jesus had to say.   



Then Jesus chose Ananias to go and lay his hands on Saul so that he could regain his sight.  When Ananias first 
heard his voice, he was ready to obey.  He replied, “Here I am, Lord.”  That is until Jesus told him to lay his hands 
on the one who had been using his hands to persecute people that were following Jesus.  But once again, is not 
concerned about who your thoughts about who should be chosen.  Jesus didn’t look for someone who might be 
more eager to serve.  Jesus repeats to Ananias what he told him to do in the first place.  Jesus tells him to do it 
because he has chosen Saul to be an instrument.  An instrument that will proclaim what Jesus tells him to say. 
 
Ananias does what he was instructed to do and when Saul’s sight is restored, Saul was baptized.  Once again, 
Saul didn’t decide to be baptized.  He simply was baptized and immediately after he was baptized, he went from 
persecuting Jesus to proclaiming Jesus. 
 
We studied this story about Saul’s conversion in confirmation this year.  It was studied along with the Third 
Article of the Apostles Creed dealing with the work of the Holy Spirit.  We learned in this third article of the 
Apostles Creed that “We believe that we cannot believe on our effort” We believe when the Holy Spirit chooses 
us and gives us faith.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to call and gather the whole Christian church.  And without 
the Holy Spirit, you will choose something other than Jesus. 
 
This was also the true for the disciples of Jesus on the day that he encountered them while they were fishing.  
Jesus had risen from the dead.  Jesus had appeared to his frightened disciples in the locked room and had calmed 
their fears and forgave them for deserting them by saying, “Peace be with you.”  Jesus had just given them the 
authority to leave their locked room and go out in the world and forgive the sins of others. 
 
But what does Peter say to the other disciples instead?  He says, “I am going fishing.”  And not to single out 
Peter, other disciples forgotten what Jesus had told them too and decide to go fishing with Peter.  You can 
almost hear the tone of voice Jesus may have used when he calls out to the unsuccessful fishermen, “Children, 
you have no fish, have you?”   
 
Without Jesus, we too are left with empty nets.  We are like the fishermen or Saul have nothing to offer.  But 
that didn’t stop Jesus from using them and it doesn’t stop Jesus from using you.   
Encountering the risen Jesus was not just something that Saul experienced on the road to Damascus or when 
Jesus called out to the fishermen with empty nets. Encountering Jesus is not just something we read about in 
the bible.  Encountering the risen Jesus Christ did not only happen from the time that he rose from the dead 
and when he ascended into heaven.  Encountering the Risen Jesus Christ happens every time you hear him speak 
to you.  You have encountered the risen Jesus again today through the hearing of his word and soon you will 
encounter Jesus in the Sacrament of his Holy Supper. 
 
Today is a great day to celebrate the accomplishments of our graduates and confirmands.  But this is not an end 
of their learning.  It is a new beginning.  A new beginning grounded in the promise that the Holy Spirit goes with 
you wherever you go.  And in the promise that God’s word never fails.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


