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Grace and peace to you this morning as you consider the Words I am sharing.  

May peace come to you as you consider the recent news we have heard.  Of 

49 lives lost within the mosque’s in New Zealand.  Of the recent fatal stabbing 

in Sioux Falls.  Of story after story that is told on the news of someone 

wronging another.  Or even of people forced out of their homes by nature 

rearing its head.  What comes to mind with each of these instances?   

 

For me, it was a word that is within all of our readings or at least described in 

our readings.  That word is enemy. Have you ever considered what this word 

means though? To start, I think it would be helpful to define it. And so, an 

enemy is a person who is actively opposed or hostile to someone or something.  Enemy can also mean a 

hostile nation or its armed forces, especially in a time of war.  Lastly, enemy can mean a thing that harms or 

weakens something else. 

 

Now that you know the definition, I’m sure many of you can think of people or things that fit that definition. 

Whether that would be people say in Iraq or Iran, maybe people who are within ISIS or the Taliban.  Maybe 

the person that comes to mind is someone more local. It could be a neighbor you have a disagreement with or 

even a family member that you just don’t see eye to eye with.  Maybe the first thing that came to mind was 

not a person, but rather maybe an illness or natural disasters, or other form of accident, vehicle or otherwise.  

You all know that illnesses such as cancer, storms like floods or tornados, and vehicle accidents take on their 

own form of evil, and so you consider the thing as an enemy that took something from you. 

 

In whatever form it takes, this enemy threatens or has taken away your happiness, your security, the thing or 

one that you find comfort in.  What we see several times in scripture today is that these enemies will be 

present. They won’t just be family or neighbors.  They are not only other nations.  An enemy can take all these 

different forms and sometimes maybe even all of them at once. 

 

Just like the fallen angels pictured on the front of the bulletin, your enemies surrounding you. They have fallen 

though just like these angels, in that they came against you, but stumbled and fell.  They have tried and will 

continue to try to fill your ears and the ears around you with the false witnesses they carry.  These enemies 

will speak with malice against you.  You will be burdened by troubles that stem from these enemies. 

 

The problem that the enemy carries though is borne up because as scripture says, their god is their belly; and 

their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things as Philippians tells us.  And so, though they 

are always surrounding you, they will continue to fall in the pursuit of you.  I want to expand on this in a little 

bit. 

 

Let’s go deeper into the scripture for more now.  To start, today’s gospel comes not only from Luke, but from 

each of the other lessons too.  Genesis tells us that God is our shield.  God spoke to Abram the words “Do not 

be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”   



He speaks those words to you today.  Do not be afraid, my child, I am your shield from all of these enemies; 

your reward shall be very great.  My child, I am your shield.  When evil begins to overwhelm you, God will be 

there to shield you.   

 

He rewards you with the forgiveness of your sins and raises his large shield against your enemies. 

 

 

So we move to the Psalm for today.  In verse seven, it said “For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in 

his shelter; he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.”  Well, today is that 

day of trouble. Each of you thought of an enemy in your life as I began today.  I mentioned some current 

enemies that we have heard about in the news too. 

 

In regard to all of these enemies though, God will keep you safe in the shelter of his promise.  God will hide 

you in his dwelling, where these enemies will have no more say over you.  You will be placed up high, where 

the enemies can no longer reach out to you. 

 

You may ask, where is this dwelling, well as you heard from Philippians, your citizenship is in heaven.  There in 

heaven is where you sit with God, you sit with him as his subject, under his protection.   

 

Now you may feel like heaven is a far-off place.  You probably think that you are finding no shield or shelter 

here today, after hearing what has been said.  Your enemy that came to mind is active and it is in front of you.  

It is from the Words in Luke thought that I hope your ears are opened.  May you hear these words and find 

comfort in them.   

 

God has sent many to proclaim his good news.  That is what I am here to do today.  Often this good news is 

turned away from though.  Those who stand ready to hear that news stand with closed ears, unwilling to hear.  

From Luke, we see this in God’s own children, the people of Jerusalem, epicenter of Judaism.  These, the ones 

who are God’s chosen children continue to kill God’s prophets.  The prophets are stoned, rock after rock 

thrown until these who speak God’s Words have their last breath release and they succumb to death.  The 

words they have spoken land on deaf ears. 

 

So may your ears be open to the news that God is like a hen.  Those of you who have raised chickens or other 

foul, know how protective the mother hen really is.  As a mother hen would stretch out her wings to bring her 

chick close to her, so too does God.  He reaches out to his children, and those children are not just the line 

that he originally called in Abram's lineage.  These children are not limited to the confines of Jerusalem any 

longer.   No, the children God reaches out to are all who have heard his promise.  That means you. 

 

Now after all of that, why did I name my sermon “A God who is persistent”?  Well, you are the children that 

face their enemies on their own.  You are the children that stone the prophet who brings the good news.  You 

are even enemies in someone else's eyes.  But even still, God worked through his plan. 

 



What is this plan?  It was a promise to Abram of a son, who would bring many descendants.  It is a promise of 

a shield against the enemies.  It is the promise of heaven and God’s company even though you turn from him.  

All of these promises arise from the death of Jesus upon the cross, which is the culmination of the promise of 

the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

Through the clash between enemies and a promise, the law and the gospel, God tells of his promise over and 

over, so that ears that are not open today, can hear the promise another day.  God promises to send prophets 

to proclaim his Word.  These prophets will tell of how God will bring you up out of the presence of the 

enemies that surround you.  The good news for today is that not only can you stand firm in the Lord, but he 

will stand firm beside you as well.  He will continue to feed you the promise of salvation, though you are 

encumbered by enemies that surround you.   

 

Grace and peace to you in this continuous good news.  Amen. 


