
Answer Guide to Genesis 4 

4:1-2 

-What is the verb used for sexual intercourse? (ע ַ֖  Yada ) Knew-ָיד 

-What is verb is used in 2 Samuel 11:4-5? ( -ַּ֣ב כ  שְׁ יִּ   Wayyiskab)  Lay with- ו 

-Why the difference? What does “knew” add? Yada, knew, adds a dimension of 

experience.. 

-What adjective describes Eve? wife 

-What was the blessing given by God in creation to man and woman in Genesis 1:28? 

To be fruitful and multiply.  Reproduction. 

-Sin arrived in Genesis 3. Was the blessing removed? Was it changed? No, pain in 

childbirth now added. 

-What was the name of the first-born?  Cain  (Spear) 

-How does Eve describe her first-born? She produced a man 

-Who does Eve say “helps” her give birth to Cain? The Lord 

-What do you think was Eve’s hope about Cain? (Genesis 3:15) She thought he was the 

“seed” that would crush the head of the serpent. 

-What seems to be missing in the birth of Abel? No mention of “knowing” Eve again.  

Were Cain and Abel twins? 

-How is Abel described in terms of relationship to the first family? Cain’s brother 

-Cain’s vocation was a tiller of the ground. Abel’s vocation was a Shepherd, cared for 

livestock. 

 

4:3-7 



-What was Cain’s offering? Fruit from the ground 

-What was Abel’s offering? Firstlings of his flock 

-What is the Lord’s response to Cain’s offering? NO regard 

-What is the Lord’s response to Abel’s offering? Had regard 

-What does Exodus 13:2 and 13:12 suggest about “first-born”? Greater importance, 

receive greater inheritance. 

-Primogeniture is favor of the first born. 

-Why did the Lord prefer Abel’s offering? We aren’t told.  Simply God chose and favored 

it more. 

-Does the Lord follow the “law” in electing his chosen? No 

-How does God’s electing make you feel? Good when it is you, causes you to question 

why he chooses some. 

-What is the root emotion dealing with murder? Anger 

4:8-16 

-What do you think about what is recorded that Cain told Abel? Cain was crafty in just 

telling Abel “Let us go out to the field”. 

-Who is the Lord looking for when he speaks?  How does this compare to what the Lord 

asked of Adam and Eve in the garden? He asks Cain, “Where is your brother?”  In the 

garden, the Lord asks, “Where are you?”  In each case the Lord knows where people 

are. 

-How does Cain respond to the Lord’s question? “I don’t know; am I my brother’s 

keeper?” 

-What did Cain have the opportunity to do at this point? He could have confessed his 

sin. 



-Describe how the Lord cursed Cain: The ground would no longer yield its strength.  He 

would become a wanderer and fugitive. 

-What does Cain complain to the Lord about? His punishment.  He was not concerned 

about his sin. 

-What does the Lord do for Cain in spite of his sin? Protects him by placing a mark on 

him. 

4:17-24 

Genogram of Adam and Eve’s family 
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4:25-26 

-Now whose name is added to the “knowing” which was not included  in Genesis 4:1? 

Seth 

-How is Seth described when born? Son 

-From which son of Adam and Eve will the “seed that will crush the head of the serpent 

come from? Seth 

 

 


