
Genesis 1: Six Days of Creation 

1 In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while 
a wind from God[b] swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, 
“Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and 

separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry 

land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 

was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 

day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created 

the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
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24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 

cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 

cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind[c] in our image, according to 

our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth,[d]and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind[e] in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them;[f] 

    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 

fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 

the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
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Study Guide 

 

1:1-2  

 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the face of the waters. (ESV) 

-Who is credited for writing Genesis? _______________________________ 

-What other books is he given credit for writing? _____________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

-What word was added in the NRSV version of the first verse?___________ 

-What difference do you find in verse 2? ____________________________ 

-What is the wind?______________________________________________ 

-How is the earth described? ______________________________________ 

-The unformed heaven and earth are characterized by ___________ and ? 

___________________ 

 

1:3-5 First Day  God creates __________________________________ 

-What is the name used for the creator?___________________________ 

-What method does the creator use for his work? ___________________ 

-What was created on this day? _________________________________ 

-What is the purpose of this part of creation? _______________________ 

-John 8:12 How is Jesus described? _____________________________ 

-Over what period of time was light created? _______________________ 

-What petition of the Lord’s prayer relates to this time period? __________ 

-What are people doing that complain of being too busy or not having enough time? 
________________________________________________ 

 

1:6-8 Second Day God creates_________________________________ 

-Where are the waters located? __________________________________ 

-What does God create to separate the water?_______________________ 

-Psalm 104 How does the Psalmist describe this structure?_____________ 

 

 

 



1:9-13 Third Day God creates __________________________________ 

-What is different first word used describing God’s creating work from the first day and 
how the second and third day begin? ___________________ 

-When God speaks, it happens. What words say this throughout the creation 
narrative?  _______    _____    _______   ________ 

-In this day God completes work began in Day two. What part of the dome or 
firmament does he work on today? _____________________________ 

-What does God do first on this day? ______________________________ 

-What is the distinction between the vegetation that is created next? 

____________________________________________________________ 

-What is necessary for the continued existence of plants? ______________ 

-How does God describe what he sees in his creative work of the first and third day? 
___________________________________________________ 

-How would we describe the diet that was first given?_________________ 

 

1:14-19 Fourth Day God creates________________________________ 

-God focuses his attention on what part of the dome? _________________ 

-God separates the ____________ from the ________________________. 

-The lights were created to be signs of ____________, _______________ and 
____________________. 

 

1:20-23 Fifth Day God creates__________________________________ 

-What has God provided in order to now create living things? ___________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

-Where does God bring the fish and birds from? _____________________ 

-What is unique about these two creatures and where they were given to live? 
_______________________________________________________ 

-Does God need to follow rules of nature or law in his creative work? _____ 

-What does God’s blessing give the creatures the ability to do?__________ 

 

1:24-25 Sixth day-First  work God 
creates________________,  ___________________, and 
____________________________________ 

-These three groups of created work are expanded to mean all animals by adding the 
words ________  ______________________  _____________ 



1:26-31 Sixth day-Second work   _______________________ is created 

-What is the same in the description of the first day of creation (vs 1) and the final part 
of Creation (vs 26)? _________________________________ 

-Who is present doing this last creative work? _______________________ 

-What word unique to this part of creation is added after God’s speaking? 

____________   ________   “_____________________” 

-In whose image are we made?___________________________________ 

-In what image were all other living things created? ___________________ 

-What ranking does God give humankind? __________________________ 

 

Genesis 1:26 English Standard Version (ESV) 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man[a] in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

-What word is used here instead of “humankind”? ____________________ 

-What other words tell you that God was speaking about more than one 
sex?________________________________________________________ 

-Verse 27 seems repetitious and is written in different form.  Why?_______ 
____________________________________________________________ 

-What does God’s blessing give man and woman the ability to do? 

____________________________________________________________ 

-What is different in what God gives humankind to eat and what is given to other living 
creatures? _________________________________________ 

-What is different in God’s evaluation of the created work of the individual days and 
looking at the completion of creation? ______________________ 

-Is this where you would have placed an end of the first chapter of 
Genesis?____________________________________________________ 
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