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GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be 
the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize 
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  

“Why Jesus Was Baptized” 
Sermon by Vicar Randall J. Questad 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
If I were to ask any of you to recite the words that are found in John 3:16, I’m sure you would quickly respond, 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever believes in him might not perish but have 
eternal life”.  Even if you asked someone who had rarely stepping inside of a church or a Sunday School 
classroom, they too would likely know this very important verse from the gospel of John.  But what if I asked 
you, what does LUKE 3:16 say, then you might not know what to say.  And before preparing this sermon this 
week, so would have I.  But Luke 3:16 is where your faith begins.  The most important words of this verse are 
printed on the cover of your bulletin today, but here is the complete verse: “John (the Baptist) answered all of 
them saying, “I will baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worth to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
A large group of people had been following this new preacher John the Baptist.  They were attracted to him in 
spite of odd way that he dressed in camel’s hair unlike the priests in the temple who dressed in priestly robes 
and in spite of his strange diet of grasshoppers that he found crawling on the ground in the wilderness.  But 
they were attracted to John not because his strangeness. They listened to him because of the message that he 
delivered.  He proclaimed that he was preparing the way of the Lord who would level the playing field of faith.  
Faith was no longer going to be reserved only for those in high places.  Faith was not going to be prevented 
from being given to those in the lowest of places.  But ALL flesh would see the salvation of God.  This news was 
so encouraging that the crowds thought this new preacher, John the Baptist was the Messiah. 
 
John could have basked in the moment of his popularity, but instead he quickly turned the attention from 
himself and pointed to the one that he was preparing the way for--Jesus Christ who would do what John could 
not.  John told the people that the baptism he did was only with water, but He (Jesus) will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire...Luke 3:16 (you should soon have this verse memorized). 
 
John the Baptist used water to baptize just as we do today.  But something was still missing. When John the 
Baptist had just baptized crowds of people, they asked him, “What should we do?”  And John responded to 
the crowd that if you have two coats you must share one of these coats with someone who doesn’t have any.  



And the tax collectors that were baptized and asked, “What should we do?” were instructed to not collect any 
more money than what was prescribed them.  And the soldiers that were baptized asked, “What should we 
do?” and were told not to extort money from anyone with threats of using their force.  When John the Baptist 
baptized people with only water, there remained something for them to do.  But when Jesus baptized people 
the question of “What should be do?” is removed because Jesus has done everything for you already.  The 
effect of your baptism is not conditional on what you do after you are baptized.  Once you ARE baptized and 
your baptism cannot be repealed. 
 
It doesn’t say who was in the crowd that came to listen to John the Baptist preach that day.  But John didn’t 
not use a fishing illustration for these people to better understand what he said about baptism. So maybe this 
group of people were people of the land rather than the sea, so John used a harvesting illustration to help 
them understand what a baptism of Jesus does. 
 
First of all you need to notice the pronoun that describes the winnowing fork, the hand, the threshing floor, 
and the granary.  All of these nouns are preceded with the pronoun “HIS”.  The baptism from our Lord is one 
where he is in charge.  You don’t bring your winnowing fork to help Jesus.  You don’t ask Jesus if he would like 
you to lend your hand in your baptism.  And after your baptism, you have a new name and home.  You are 
now a child of God and he will protect you from sin, the devil, and even your sinful self by gathering you into 
his granary.   
 
In baptism, you are given a new life in Christ and your old life, the chaff of your life is taken from you and 
burned. Never to be a part of your life again.  In John’s baptism, there is not a complete salvation, you are left 
with something to do.  But when you are baptized in the name of Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit you are 
wheat and you are gathered into his granary for eternity.  And you never again wonder or ask, “Now what 
should we do?”   
 
So when we now baptize and say, “I” baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit” it is not “I” the preacher who is speaking and it is not John the Baptist who is speaking, but it is God the 
Father himself who speaks to you and claims you as a child that he is well pleased with you.  And he pleased 
with you not because of something you have done, but simply because he has chosen you and you can believe 
what he says. 
 
As soon as John the Baptist got done with his threshing floor illustration and everyone else had been baptized, 
Jesus too was baptized.  The heaven was opened so that he could clearly hear his Father tell him that he was 
his son and he was well pleased with him. 
 
People often speculate on why Jesus was baptized.  They say if Jesus did not sin, “why was he baptized?”.  But 
to question the baptism of Jesus is to disregard why you are baptized.  You are baptized so that you are 
forgiven of your sin.  You are baptized so that you are delivered from the devil.  You are baptized so that you 
will have eternal life.  To question the baptism of Jesus is to forget why God so loved the world that he gave 
his only son.  He gave his only son to take your sin from you and take it to the cross.  Jesus who indeed was 
sinless, however became full of sin, your sin and mine.   When Jesus was baptized there was a big pile of chaff 
left on the threshing floor.   The chaff was burned away with fire and the wheat that was left--you and I are 
now gathered safety in his granary. 
 
Jesus was not baptized for his own good.  Jesus was baptized for you.  What an amazing promise it is to have 
God the Father speak to you and the word that is speaks is Jesus Christ himself, the word who became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and to have the Holy Spirit open your ears to so that you can hear your Father say to you 
again and again, no matter where you are or what is happening to you “You are Mine.”  Amen. 


