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GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book 
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
 and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.' 
 
“John the Baptist’s only Sermon” -Sermon by Vicar Randall J. Questad 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

On this second Sunday in Advent our attention turns from Jesus Christ’s second coming which we heard last 
week to his first appearance as told from Luke’s vantage point by John the Baptist who prepared the way of 
the Lord.  Luke was multitalented. Writing books of the bible was his second career.  His first vocation was that 
of a physician.  But he also had a great interest in history which led him to writing the gospel of Luke and the 
book of Acts. These books are unique in that they contain interesting details that only a historian include.  
Luke is the only gospel writer who begins his gospel with an introduction to explain what you are about to 
read, unlike the other gospel authors who just get right to the point of what they are saying.  Luke not only 
tells the story of Jesus, but he also includes details of other people and places that he feels are necessary in 
the telling of his stories.  But the only sermon that John the Baptist preached was not added to or changed by 
Luke. Nothing could make John the Baptist’s sermon more clear other than by simply stating that John the 
Baptist preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. That was the extent of John’s sermon.  
But of course, I am not ending my sermon here.  

Before Luke writes this short sermon from John the Baptist, he begins with some historical background.  He 
wants you to know when John delivered this sermon by including people of political and religious importance 
to help authenticate his version of the message from John the Baptist. 

He places this story of John the Baptist in the 15th year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius which was at the 
same time that Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, when his brother Philip 
ruled the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and this was when Lysanias was the ruler of Abilene.  Then he tells 
who the religious leaders were at that time by saying this was when Annas and Caiaphas were serving as high 
priests. So Luke uses many more words to describe when John the Baptist gave his sermon than the few words 
that John the baptist preached-- a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 



But Luke did not only give these details to authenticate his story.  He did so also to show the sharp contrast 
between these high ranking political and religious leaders and who and where the Lord decided to give his 
word.  Instead of having the high priests who served in the temple to be the first preachers about baptism, 
repentance and of the forgiveness of sins, the word of the Lord came to John the Baptist--an essentially 
homeless preacher who had a small congregation without a church building. His congregation didn’t meet in 
the temple, but in the wilderness. 

Yes, John the Baptist was a lowly, unlikely preacher with the smallest group of followers. But this is where the 
word of the Lord first arrived.  But this lowly preacher declared that this good news was not just for those in 
the wilderness, but it was  for everyone as he quoted these words from Isaiah.  Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Yes, everyone EVERYONE will see the salvation of God.  Those who didn’t think they needed salvation from 
God because they thought their works were enough will be lowered to a point so they will see God’s salvation.  
And those who think they are too low for God to see them will be raised up and they too will see that God’s 
salvation is for them.  This kind of road work  has been going on with about 7 miles of road that is a mile west 
of where we live.  There were many dangerous intersections along this highway where there were hills 
obstructing the view so it was dangerous to cross.  But these hills have been lowered and some of the low area 
have been raised up so that the view is now clear. Lives may be saved by preparing the way.  Another example 
is that the road west of Dell Rapids is no longer rough, but now the path is smooth whether you are coming to 
or leaving town.  John the Baptist was the road builder that made the way smooth and clear so that all would 
see the salvation of God through his son Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist made this way smooth by preaching his only sermon of baptism and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Although it began first in the wilderness, it did not stay there, but spread throughout the 
world and you are hearing it today. 

There was a nice news segment this week about the Nora store in Nora South Dakota which is near Alcester. 
For 29 years, Mike Pederson, the owner of the store has prepared the visitors to this small town for the season 
of Christmas by welcoming people into his humble place.  In this wilderness town with a population of 5 near 
Alcester, people from all over the country come to sing Christmas carols as Mike plays the old pipe organ that 
he restored in this historical country store which closed in 1962.  People hear the good news of forgiveness is 
for everyone and it begins with the birth of Jesus Christ.  When Mike Pederson was interviewed, he said the 
thing that he likes most of all about all the people that come to sing the Christmas carols is that you never 
know if you are sitting next to the richest man in town or the poorest.  The good news is for everyone. 

This was also a message in the funeral services for George H. W. Bush this week.  The National Cathedral in 
Washington DC and the St. Martin Episcopal Church in Houston Texas are quite a bit more ornate than the 
Nora store and their pipe organs are massive compared to the few pipes that are make the music from Mike’s 
little organ made from wood..  But the message delivered to the 41st president and the poorest man who 
might be singing Christmas carols in Nora, SD is the same.  Baptism, repentance, and forgiveness of sins.  And 
this salvation is for all to see. 

Of course, I wasn’t invited to either of President Bush’s funeral services, but I have sung Christmas Carols at 
the Nora Store.  And I was equally moved hearing the large congregation and choir join in singing “For All the 
Saints” in Washington or “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” in Houston or singing “Away in the Manger” in a 
Country Store in Nora, SD.   

 

 

 



So maybe to announce the event that we will hear in our congregations next week and using Luke’s historical 
wording at the beginning of the gospel for today, I could say: 

In the 18th year of the 21st Century when Donald Trump was president of the United States, and Dennis 
Daugaard ended his reign as Governor of South Dakota and the year when Kristi Noem was elected to be the 
first female governor of the State of  South Dakota, and when Scott Grunewald served as Mayor of the city of 
Baltic, and when  the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton was bishop of the ELCA church and when David Zellmer was 
completing his final term at Bishop of the SD Synod ELCA and when Vicar Randall Questad was serving at the 
Baltic and East Nidaros Lutheran Parish:  

the word of the Lord  came to the youth of the Baltic Lutheran and East Nidaros and they delivered the good 
news of the birth of Jesus who came to earth in a manger to become our Savior. Next week, we will once again 
hear John the Baptist’s only sermon of the Salvation we will all see that began in Bethlehem--and this sermon 
is for you.  Amen.   

 
 


