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THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

W

e as a parish rejoice in the love you share for one another. Your decision
to be married in the Church shows that the Christian faith and the sacramental life of the Church are important to you. Jesus, together with His Mother
the Theotokos and the disciples, attended and blessed a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, where He performed His first miracle. (John 2:1-11) Christ, through the
priest, will also be present at your wedding, blessing your union in Him. As
Christians, the sacrament of marriage is a commitment until death to each other and, as a couple, to our Lord Jesus Christ. As such, your marriage should be
a witness to God's presence and love in a fallen and broken world.

SETTING THE DATE
A couple desiring to be married should contact our parish priest, Father Dean Kouldukis, and plan to
meet with him soon after the engagement. During the meeting, the wedding date will be confirmed.
Please do not secure any reception venues or make any other commitments dependent on the wedding date until you have received a confirmation for that date from Fr. Dean. The church cannot be
responsible for any commitments made if the above process is not followed and scheduling conflicts
occur.
According to our faith Tradition, weddings may not be celebrated during the fasting seasons or the
major feast days of our Lord as listed below:
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

January 5-6: Theophany (The Baptism of Christ)
February 2: The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
March 25: The Annunciation
Lent, Holy Week and Pascha (The Resurrection of Our Lord)
The Ascension of Our Lord (40 Days after Pascha)
Pentecost (50 Days after Pascha)
August 1-14: The Dormition Fast, and Feast on August 15
August 29: The Beheading of St. John the Baptist
September 8: The Nativity of the Virgin Mary
September 14: The Exaltation of the Cross
November 21: The Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the Temple
December 13-25: Advent and the Nativity of Our Lord

Exceptions to the above are made in extreme circumstances and only with the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos.

THE COUPLE: SACRAMENTAL PRESUPPOSITIONS
Because marriage is a sacrament, weddings can be celebrated only if:
1. At least one partner is an Orthodox Christian, baptized and/or chrismated in the Church, and
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active in the life of the Church; and
2. The intended spouse, if not Orthodox, is a Christian baptized in the name of the Father, Son
and the Holy Spirit and whose Christian baptism is accepted by the Orthodox Church.
Due to the sacramental nature of marriage, a wedding between an Orthodox Christian and a nonChristian may not be celebrated in the Church.

NECESSARY PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS
The following documentation is needed to insure that your wedding will meet the criteria established
by the Church and the local civil authorities:
1. Verification of the baptism and stewardship commitment of the Orthodox spouse. The Orthodox
spouse must present a letter of good standing from their priest (if not from our parish);
2. Verification of the baptism of the non-Orthodox spouse in a Christian community. The nonOrthodox spouse must present a baptismal document;
3. Verification that the Orthodox sponsor(s) are members in good standing with the Church. The
sponsor(s) must present a letter of good standing from their priest (if not from our parish);
4. An ecclesiastical marriage license; and
5. A civil marriage license.
Due to separation of Church and state, two marriage licenses are necessary, one for the Church and
one for the state. Also, please note that because a civil license carries a time limit of 60 days in King
County, your civil license can be secured up to two months prior to the wedding, but no later than
three days before. The state marriage license becomes valid three days after it is issued. To facilitate matters on the day of your wedding, your civil license should be delivered to the Church six
weeks prior to the wedding. We must submit the civil license to the Metropolis when we ask for the
Ecclesiastical License to Marry. Simply bring the envelope just as you received it from the County
Clerk. An Affidavit for the Ecclesiastical wedding license will also be required. This paperwork will be
handled electronically, early in the process, and should be completed and returned to the Parish Secretary no later than six weeks prior to the wedding.

FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS
Most importantly, the Orthodox partner must be an active participant and a financial steward of the Assumption parish, or
of their home parish. If you reside in Seattle and are not a
member of our community, please contact the Church office
and Stewardship information will be mailed to you. We follow
a fair share stewardship program at the Assumption. This
means there is no minimum or maximum offering. You may
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offer any amount.
Please note, if you live outside of the Seattle area, only under special circumstances, can an Orthodox Christian become a steward of the Assumption to fulfill the stewardship requirement for marriage. Orthodox Christians living outside the Seattle area must submit a letter from their local Orthodox parish priest. The same holds true for Orthodox sponsors living outside of the Seattle area.
In addition to your stewardship, we ask that you consider making a contribution to the maintenance
of the Church of at least $250. This covers the janitorial cost of cleaning the Church, the downstairs
Hall area and restrooms following the wedding. In addition your donation will support the cost of the
utilities used for the wedding such as lights, water and heat (or air-conditioning in the summer
months).
Finally, sometimes questions regarding an honorarium are asked. Although it is customary to offer
the priest(s) celebrating the wedding and the chanter(s) an honorarium it is not necessary and is not
required to celebrate the sacrament. Should an honorarium be offered, by tradition, it is usually offered by the Orthodox sponsor(s).

IN CASE OF PRIOR MARRIAGE(S)
If either of the parties has been previously married, the death certificate of the deceased spouse or
the civil divorce decree issued by the state must be presented to Father Dean. If the prior marriage
was celebrated in the Orthodox Church and ended in divorce, then an original Ecclesiastical Divorce
Decree must also be presented.

THE WEDDING PARTY
The "koumbaro" or "koumbara" - the Orthodox sponsor who will participate sacramentally in the service by exchanging the rings and the crowns that form an integral part of the marriage rite - must be
Orthodox and a steward of his/her parish. The "koumbaro" or "koumbara,” if from another Orthodox
parish, must provide a letter from his/her parish priest certifying his/her sacramental good standing
and active stewardship. Other members of the wedding party need not be Orthodox.

NECESSARY FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE SERVICE
Among the items necessary to celebrate one's marriage in the Orthodox Church are the following:
1. A pair of rings;
2. A pair of stefana (wedding crowns); and
3. Two candles (more prominent in size and decoration than the other candles being used).
Although the couple may use the church’s silver tray and wine goblet, you may elect to provide your
own so that these items may be kept after the marriage.
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MUSIC
Although it is not essential to the celebration of this sacrament,
organ music has become a customary part of the wedding service
in America. As your wedding will take place in the Church, you
should avoid planning to incorporate musical instruments that are
not used in Orthodox services. The organist may play as guests
enter the Church, a processional for the wedding party and the
bride and a recessional at the conclusion of the service. The music should be drawn either from the hymns of the Orthodox Church
or appropriate classical music. You may secure the services of an
organist from our parish or outside the parish. Please consult
with Fr. Dean for any questions concerning music for the sacrament. For names of organists in our parish, please consult the
Church Secretary. The Church of the Assumption does not set the
organist fees. Payment for the services of the organist is done
directly to the organist by the wedding party and does not involve
the church.
The Chanter, by tradition, is an integral part of the wedding service. There are several chanters at the
Assumption Church who are familiar with the Orthodox wedding hymns. Father Dean will discuss the
chanter and his/her role in the service with you. The chanter has received a blessing to participate in
the worship of the Church. As such, he/she will adhere to the tradition of the marriage rite.
Singers other than the chanter may perform prior to the beginning of the service and during the processional. If the music is not drawn from the hymns of our Church, its content must be Scriptural or
consonant with our Christian tradition; absolutely no popular music may be sung. Again, if there are
any questions, please consult Father Dean. Payment to musicians is to be arranged directly by the
wedding party and the musician hired.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Photographs and video recordings of your wedding are permitted but should not in any way impede or
distract from the celebration of the sacrament. Photographers and video operators should be up in
the balcony or off to the side opposite the chanter’s stand; they should not be conspicuous and
should not use a flash during services. At no time should the photographer or video operator enter
the holy altar. Please ask the photographer and video operator to meet with Father Dean prior to the
day of the wedding.

RESPECT FOR THE CHURCH
The Church is where we come to encounter God in worship and the sacraments. At the rehearsal and
on the wedding day, make sure you and your wedding party show due respect for the Church. Specifically:
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⇒

Absolutely no food or drink inside the Church at any time;

⇒

If you take photographs before or after the wedding in the Church, please see to it that
you and your wedding party engage in appropriate talk and behavior;

⇒

Please do not tape, glue or wire flowers or bows to the pews (most florists provide clips
that do not scratch);

⇒

To prevent accidents or harm to animals, please do not plan to provide rice or confetti to
be thrown after the wedding;

⇒

Take with you what you brought to the Church (i.e., change of clothes, suit bags, purses,
wedding pamphlets, the aisle runner, flowers, etc.), and properly discard what you do not
want;

⇒

Please keep your wedding party and others out of the altar and enter through the front
rather than the back doors to the Church;

⇒

Please note: parking directly behind the Church is for clergy and disabled persons only.

WEDDING ATTIRE
Wedding attire should be respectful of the Church as a consecrated and holy space. Casual attire,
therefore, is not appropriate to be worn in the Church. Short pants, tank tops, tee shirts, flip flops for
example, should be avoided. Ladies, please no spaghetti strap or low cut dresses. Please remind
the wedding party to wear appropriate dress in the Church at all times (including the rehearsal).
To the bride—please make sure the wedding dress is conservative. The wedding dress should cover
the shoulders and upper body.

PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE
It is a requirement of our Greek Orthodox Metropolis that all couples marrying in the Church attend a
pre-marital seminar. The pre-marital seminars are lead by Fr. Dean twice a year. They occur on designated Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in our parish Hall; two three hour sessions with one
hour for lunch. Usually multiple couples attend the seminar. There is no charge for the seminar as
the cost of it is covered through your stewardship.
If a couple choses to do so, the requirement of the pre-marital seminar may be completed by making
an appointment, or series of appointments, with a licensed mental health professional (marriage and
family counselor or psychologist). Visits to therapists are usually fee based. A letter of completion
must be provided by the therapist.
This requirement is not necessary for those who are currently married and who wish to have their
marriage blessed in the Orthodox Church.
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A NOTE TO THE BRIDE AND THE GROOM
To those spouses who are Orthodox: there is no substitute for Jesus Christ in maintaining the dignity and sanctity of the marriage
bond. For the celebration of your marriage in the Church to be real, you must live out, in subsequent years, the Christian commitment that you will make on the day of your wedding.
To those spouses who are not Orthodox: you are always welcome
here at the Assumption. Please note that your marriage in the
Church does not automatically grant you membership in the Orthodox Church. If you desire to become an Orthodox Christian, this
must be your decision, made after much prayer and thought, in
consultation with Father Dean, and never for the sake of convenience.
It is recommended that the couple marrying in the Orthodox
Church attend Orthodox Christianity 101: Studies in the Orthodox
Faith. This adult catechism class will give both parties entering marriage a better understanding of
the Orthodox faith and how to live out that faith in the context of marriage. Although this class is a
requirement for those wishing to become Orthodox Christians, participation in the class is not a commitment to the Orthodox faith. After having completed the class, that commitment will be made only
if the non-Orthodox spouse is comfortable professing the faith and with the blessings of Fr. Dean.
You may review the course material for Studies in the Faith by visiting our parishes website at this
link: http://assumptionseattle.360unite.com/studies-in-the-faith.

F

inally, to both of you: the Lord and the Greek Orthodox Church of the Assumption
are here to help, support and sustain you in your marriage bond and the life of
faith to which we are called as Christians. May the Lord grant you both many years
together in peace and oneness of mind and heart! Congratulations!!
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