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The Thief and St. Peter
T he 3 C ’ s o f T r ue Ch r i st ia n L ea de r s
( W ha t a D i ff e re nc e a F e w D a y s Ca n M ak e )
By Bill Marianes

W

hat a difference a few days can make. The most faithful doubt, and the biggest sinners believe. How can
that be and which would you be? Let’s review.

St. Peter (a/k/a “the Rock”) walked with our Lord and saw, first-hand, the many miracles Christ performed, and he
heard our Lord preach the Word. Imagine having a front row seat next to the Messiah. And after all St. Peter heard,
witnessed and saw with his own eyes, our Lord accurately foresaw that St. Peter would deny being a disciple of
Christ. (Matthew 26:34) St. Peter proudly protested that he would not abandon and deny his Master (Matthew
26:35) and boldly proclaimed: “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.”
Well we all know how that turned out. Just a short while later, St. Peter repeatedly said he didn’t even know “the
man.” (Matthew 26:69-75). In today’s vernacular, we might say St. Peter “didn’t have His back” or perhaps we’d
say he “threw Him under the bus?” But St. Peter was not alone. St. Matthew, in what must have been a hard reality
to confess, tells us clearly, that at the end, when Christ was being arrested and needed his brothers the most:
“Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.” (Matthew 26:56). So much for the Courage of Conviction. The Apostles were great and holy men who redeemed themselves with their faith, preaching and teaching, but this was not
one of their finest hours.
Now let’s fast forward and look at one of the really bad guys in the story of these days. A true thief, a
“criminal” (Luke 23:39) whose crimes were so great that he was sentenced to death. We don’t know too much
about him, but we would clearly say today: “he was a bad guy.” He had not walked and worked with Christ. He had
not seen our Lord’s countless miracles and healing grace. He had not experienced Christ’s redeeming love and
patient teaching. He just finds himself being put to death, and coincidentally crucified right next to our Lord. What
are the chances of that happening?
So what does this evil man have to say: “Lord, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.” (Luke 23:42)
Wait! What was that? The bad actor who has seen nothing of Christ’s greatness, publicly acknowledges Him to be
the Lord of “the Kingdom?” And the Apostles who saw everything, instead doubted, denied and abandoned our
Lord. What powerful contrasting imagery the Holy Gospel gives us. We know the thief was promised to be with our
Lord that day in Paradise (Luke 23:43), and yet look at what the Apostles had to do, and endure, to receive the
same great fate. Wow, this must really be an important lesson in Christian faith leadership.
So, what are we to learn about being a faithful Christian leader and good steward of God’s many gifts? I think one
message of these powerful Holy Scripture passages is what I call the “3-C” model of what it takes to be a true
Christian leader and a true steward of Christ’s church.

My first “C” stands for Conviction. Conviction is simply defined as a “firmly held belief.” I also like the definition that
says a Conviction is “the act of moving a person by argument or evidence to belief.” It takes information. It takes
reasons and reasoning. And it leads to something you are willing to pronounce as “the truth.” Not just fantasy or
opinion or conjecture. But the real “gospel truth” (pun intended). Before one can lead themselves or others, they
must be Convicted that the direction they are pursuing is righteous, appropriate, the best Choice, and just plain
right.
My second “C” stands for Courage. We all think we understand Courage. Many think they have demonstrated it.
But we clearly know it when we see it in others. We see first responders and soldiers risking their lives to save others whom they do not even know. We see it in leaders of movements who are willing to risk everything, including
their freedom, and sometimes even their lives, for the cause to which they are Convicted. There can be no better
continued ➔
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example than our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. After asking those to whom He preached to go “all in” (as in
the young rich man in Matthew 19:16-26), He demonstrated His complete Conviction to His faith and calling, by sacrificing His very life on the cross.
And when we develop a Conviction, and demonstrate Courage, we are led to the point of my third “C” a
Choice. Indeed, many Choices. What will we Choose to do? Will we demonstrate our Conviction and Courage and make the right and righteous Choice in the beliefs we pronounce and the actions we pursue? Or
will we have doubts, and fears, and “play it safe” by taking the path of least resistance. Will we “forsake”
what we say we believe in, and instead “flee” as the Apostles did on that faithful night? Or will we have the
bold Courage of Conviction of the thief, and publicly declare our humility to Christ and the cause, and ask to
be remembered in His kingdom.
Now, far be it from me, the first among sinners, to cast any stones in the direction of our glorious and Courageous Apostles. Would that any of us could take the crosses they bore with such grace, love, dignity and
power. And a few moments of weakness and doubt do not a person or legacy make. They are merely teachable moments.
I heard an inspirational preacher, Andy Stanley, deliver a powerful homily about how the Apostles doubted
right after Christ’s crucifixion and death, fearing He was just a man. That is, until they became convinced of
His resurrection. Indeed in the story of “the road to Emmaus,” and in what follows (Luke 24:13-49), we see
their transformation and Conviction that led to their Courage to inevitably make the very Choices that propelled them on their ministry to overcome all adversity and do as they were commanded in the Great Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) or if you prefer “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15).
So what kind of Christian leader and faithful steward are you? Do you believe and have the Conviction of
your faith, or are you merely going through the motions? Do you truly believe in the risen Lord and that you
too were called to some service or ministry to His church? Do you truly believe that you were given gifts by
your Maker to use for the benefit of others and on your journey toward theosis?
Do you have the Courage to step out, and forward, and live the life you were called to live and make disciples, if not yet of all nations, at least in your Parish or community? When challenged by others, including
some of those “in authority” (who would rather maintain their position of power rather than achieve what
needs to be done), will you be brave and faithful and not back down or flee?
When you truly demonstrate your Conviction and Courage, you can begin to make the right and better
Choices. You can acknowledge that you have been given gifts and talents, and then stand up and use them
better and more fully. I believe that stewardship is what you do with all of the gifts God gave you. So what
are you good at that your Parish or community needs? And how are you, with Conviction and Courage, making the right Choice to offer those gifts and talents to help others on your journey toward “the Kingdom.”
Yeah, I know, you’re busy. So are all of us. So were the Apostles when Christ commanded them to leave it
all behind and follow Him. Your Conviction and Courage can be, but doesn’t have to be, as great as theirs.
However, you have to have a Conviction of faith, and demonstrate the Courage in your belief, in order to
live, preach and teach it and then make the right Choices.
And when you do, you will be a true steward of God’s gifts and truly live your stewardship calling. What’s
stopping you from becoming the true and faithful Christian leader you were destined and called to become?
Yes, we must constantly pray that the Lord remembers us in his Kingdom. However, we must also act like
we mean it.
Discover what you’re good at that your Parish or community needs, and then have the Courage and Conviction to make the right Choice to lead by example. God bless you on your journey as you discover and live
your stewardship calling. My prayer for you is that you “SOTPAETJ” (stay on The Path and enjoy the journey).
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MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:45 am Matins ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy ~ 4:00 pm Small Compline
H O L Y SA T U R D AY, Ma y 1
10:00 am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of
St. Basil the Great
11:00 pm Matins of Pascha
Epistle: Romans 6:3-11
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-20

Sunday, May 23 / Sunday of the
Paralytic
8:45 am Matins: 3rd Tone
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 9:32-42
Gospel: John 5:1-15

HOLY AND GREAT PASCHA, May 2
12:00 am Resurrection Service
12:30 am Pascha Divine Liturgy
1:00 pm Agape Vespers
Epistle: Acts 1:1-18
Gospel: John 1:1-17

Wednesday, May 26 /
Mid-Pentecost
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 14:6-18
Gospel: John 7:14-30

Friday, May 7 / Theotokos of the
Life-Giving Spring
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 3:1-8
Gospel: John 2:12-22

Sunday, May 30 / Sunday of the
Samaritan Woman
8:45 am Matins: 4th Tone
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 11:19-30
Gospel: John 4:5-42

Saturday, May 8 / St. John the
Theologian
8:45 am Matins
10:00am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 3:11-16
Gospel: John 19:25-28, 21:24-25
Sunday, May 9 / Thomas Sunday
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 5:12-20
Gospel: John 20:19-31
Sunday, May 16 / Sunday of the
Myrrh-Bearing Women
8:45 am Matins: 2nd Tone
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 6:1-7
Gospel: Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8

PLEASE NOTE: At this time, due to
restrictions relating to the COVID19 pandemic and recommendations from Met. Gerasimos, these
services are restricted. If you wish
to attend a service, please reserve
a spot by clicking <<here>>. If you
are unable to attend a service in
person, please navigate to our Assumption Church website where
you can grab a link to the service
via our live stream.
http://assumptionseattle.org

Friday, May 21 / Sts. Constantine
& Helen
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Acts 26:1; 12-20
Gospel: John 10:1-9
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ATTENDING SERVICES / WHAT TO EXPECT



Important notice regarding COVID-19: Please note any interaction with the general public
poses elevated risk of being exposed to COVID-19 and we cannot guarantee that you will not
be exposed while attending a service at the Assumption Church. We encourage you to follow
the church’s safety policies, as well as local laws and restrictions while at the church.

* Social distancing is still a requirement and will impact the seating for services and the overall
seating capacity of the Church. Markings have been clearly placed on the pews indicating
where parishioners may sit. Seating will only be allowed in the designated marked areas of
the pews.

* Parishioners are invited to sign up for services. If you do not have a computer and would like to
attend services, please contact the parish office at (206) 323-8557 or call Penny Peppes at
(425) 503-3421 so we may add you to the queue for a designated Liturgy. If you have a computer, << click this link >> inviting you and your family to sign up to attend a specific Liturgy.
* All parishioners attending Church will be required to wear a mask. The only exception to this
will be the priest and chanter. The priest will wear a mask when distributing Communion and
Antidoron. The chanters, not wearing masks, will chant at an angle facing the icon screen
and will wear masks when not chanting.
* All services will continue to be streamed online for those not attending Liturgy in person.
* Fellowship Hour, Lenten potluck dinners and meetings after services will not take place. We
ask that all parishioners leave immediately after the conclusion of Liturgy.
* The offering plate will not be passed in Church. Please continue to offer your stewardship gift
online via our parish website, via electronic check from your bank, or through the regular mail
system.
* Worship will be paperless. Please use your phone or iPad and utilize the ministry of AGES Initiative for the text of the service. You may also bring your own Liturgy book from home.

As needed, further information will be forthcoming.
Please contact us know if you have any questions.
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ANONYMOUS (1)
ALLAMANO, Ann
AMORATIS, Anthony & Sophie
ANDERSON, Larry & Kate
ANDRES, Wayne & Linda
APOSTOLOU, Dino & Kostoula
APOSTOLOU, Louis & Stella
ARGERES, Peter & Diana
ARGUE, Cliff & Theodora
ATHAN, Sophia
ATHAN, Steve & Anna
ATHANS, Emmanuel
ATHANS, Stella
AVERKIOU, Mike & Xenia
BARBACHAN, Hugo & Popee
BARBAS, Ethel
BAROKAS, Vasso
BARTON, Roger & Mary Lou
BEKRIS, Christos & Manda
BENIS, Chris & Penelope
BENIS, Helen
BESBEAS, Nick & Angie
BRATSANOS, Rose
CARDARAS, Vlasios & Voula
CHACHARON, Christina
CHACHARON, Claire
CHARONI, Tim & René
CHARONIS, Mark
CHRISTOFILIS, Asimas & Dora
CHRISTOPHILIS, Petros
CHRISTOU, Ted
CONOM, Joanna
CONOM, Molly
COOLIDGE, Trilby
COSMAKOS, Nick & Cheryl
COSTACOS, Eva
COSTACOS, John
COSTACOS, Marianne
COSTACOS, Tock & Terry
COX, Maria
DALLAS-SMITH, Mary
DELAROSE, Ron & Teresa
DELEGANS, George & Alex
DELIMITROS, Katie
DEMENEGAS, Emmanuel & Sapfo
DIAFOS, Pauli
DIAMOND, Maria & Nitsa
DIMITRIOU, Ted
DUDUNAKIS, Kenny & Kris
EMMONS, Tom & Nancy
ESTEP, Charles & Lina

EVANS, Jr., Peter
FARMASONIS, Petros & Colleen
FIDLER, Bill & PIRZADA, Alia
FOOTE, Sophia
FRANKLIN, Justin & Nicole
FRANKS, Athanasia
GEOKEZAS, Demetrios & Eryn
GEOKEZAS, Maria &
HOWARD, David
GEOKEZAS, Mel & Theodora
GEORGES, Helen
GIANETSAS, Xenia
GINOS, Alex & Carey Ann
GOULOUMI, Dora Roula
GRAY, James & Andrea
GRAY, Matthew
GREENE, Marke & Angela
HASSEL, Kenik & Laura
HEAD, Philip & Naya
HOWE, William & Maro
HULBERT, Michael & Jodie
ILES, Catherine
ILIAKIS, Bernardo
JEWELL, Emily
JOHN, Maggie
KARAMATAS, Chris & LIN, Lydia
KARIS, Terry & Hannah
KATSAMPES, Kiki
KATSIS, Dimos & Alexis
KAZAKOS, Stephano
KAZAKOS, Laki & AVXHI, Greta
KENNEDY, Jon
KLIEROS-MERCOURIADIS, Pipena
KOEMAN, Henriecus & Heleni
KOKKONIS, Nick & Jennifer
KOLIOS, Leta
KOLIOS, Vickie &
MORRIS, James
KONTACTSIS, Zissis
KOULDUKIS, Betty
KOULDUKIS, George
KOULDUKIS, Fr. Dean &
Presvytera Valerie
KOUMANTAROS, Yannis & Jenadee
KOURTIS, Angelo & Aphrodite
LACKIE, Randy & Athena

LENES, George & Rita
LENTGIS, Dean & Kathleen
LIMANTZAKIS, Johnette
LINARDOS, James & Janet
LUCAS, Greta
MACRIS, Chris & Paula
MALESIS, Mary
MALLOS, Steve
MANN, Philip & Andrea
MANOLIDES, Andrew & Anastasia
MANOLIDES, Nancy
MANOLIDES, Steven
MARCINIAK, Mark & Gretta
MASCHINSKY, Dan & Teresa
McCARTY, Viki
McCLURE, Virginia
McINTOSH, Sam & Tonia
McMILLAN, Michael & Elizabeth
MEHAS, Gus & Kristina
MICHAELIDIS, Michael & Elaine
MICHAELIDIS-SMITH, Christina &
SMITH, Darin
MIHAS, Nick & Beulah
MITCHELL, Cameron & Sofie
NEWTSON, Michael & Elaine
NICON, John & Joann
O’NEIL, Katie
ORTIZ, Arturo &
VLAD-ORTIZ, Catalina
OSBON, Joymarie
PALLIS, Chris & Vicki
PAMBOUKAS, Chris & Glyka
PAMBOUKAS, Niko & Rachael
PAMBOUKAS, Niko & Sonia
PAMPOUKAS, Evangelos & Tasoula
PANTAGES, Tarsi
PAPAHRONIS, Basil
PAPANTOS, Spero & Tina
PAPPAS, Cristina
PAPPAS, George & Ann
PAPPAS, George & Lora
PAPPAS, Tina & AIGNER, Rob
PARALIS, Panagiotis & Asimo
PAVLOS, George & Pam
PEPPES, George & Penny
PEPPES, Popi
PHILLIPS, Thomas & Renee
PHOUTRIDES, Maria
PIERIDES, Voula
PIERIDES, Maria &
GIBBONS, Nick
continued ➔
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PIROTIS, George & Diane
PISHUE, James & ROBERTS, Lisa
PRAGGASTIS, Chris & Brenda
PREKEGES, Alice
PREKEGES, James
PRINEAS, Anna & Michael
RAKUS, Tom
RONDOS, Sam
SAKELLARIS, John & Penny
SARANTINOS, George & Athena
SAYLES, Katerina
SERPANOS, Alexandra
SERPANOS, George & Meropi
SIATERLIS, Dimitrios & Christina
SIDERIS, Panos & Voula
SITARAS, Fay
SKANDALIS, John & Laurie
SKARLATOS, Nikoletta

SMETHERAM, Sofia
SOLOMON, Karen
SOUKAS, George & Ritsa
SOUTHAS, Tom & Virginia
SPYROPOULOS, Straton
STAFFORD, Stephanie Pulakis
STOCKER, William & Georgi
STRONG, Despina
STUBBS, Sue
TAGIOS, Dino & Sophia
TALERICO, Joyce
THOMPSON, Anthony & Ashleigh

THOMPSON, Chuck & Niki
TOLIAS, Christto & Dorothea
TRAPALIS, Eleni
TREMBANIS, Sophia
TSITSIS, Nick & Stacy
TURNER, Frederique
VELIS, Stan
VLAHOS, Fotini
von DOEMMING, Gerd & Elizabeth
WATSON, Rob & Katherine
XENOS, Spiro & Voula
XYDIS, John & Janice
ZAFIROPOULOS, John &
Andreanna
ZANIDES, Franny
ZARKADES, Joanne
 Denotes a parishioner
who has passed away

T

hanks to everyone that submitted a 2021 Stewardship Pledge card. As of April 8th, 180 pledges have been
submitted, totaling $344,628, which is great progress towards our goal of $390,000. The median annual
pledge is $820, an increase from last year's $500! The attached bar chart shows how the180 pledges are distributed by value.

If your name is not listed as a Steward in this bulletin, please contact the church office or your Stewardship Ambassador to become a Steward in 2021. Being a Steward and having a Stewardship pledge form on file is very
important because: 1) It establishes your voting privileges at General Assemblies for participation in the
church's business/administration, 2) It allows the ability to hold baptisms/wedding/etc. and to participate as
godparents/sponsors for sacraments, and 3) Most important, establishes the church's operational budget for
the year.
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FROM YOUR 2021 STEWARDSHIP TEAM
S pr i n g C l e a ni n g

C

hristos Anesti! We hope you all enjoyed a beautiful celebration with loved ones and
feel the hope that this season of Christ’s resurrection brings! As our greater Seattle
area continues to get vaccinated and our return to community gatherings approaches, we
thought it was a good time to take care of some Stewardship “housekeeping”, if you will.
All parishioners should have received Stewardship/Donation statements for 2020. These
can be used for your 2020 tax documentation. Also, the first quarterly statements for
2021 Stewardship commitments/payments have been mailed. This is a new format from
the past. If you have not yet submitted a stewardship commitment form to the church for
2021, a form will be included with your statement. We ask that you return your 2021 stewardship commitment form to the church as soon as possible. If you have any questions regarding 2020 or 2021 Stewardship statements, please , please contact our parish Treasurer, Justin Franklin, via e-mail at justinfranklin@franklinpacific.net or via phone at (206) 734
-6971, or you may contact our parish Stewardship Chair, Gus Mehas via e-mail at
gmehas@mac.com.
Our various ministries continue to meet virtually and plan for reopening as soon as we are
allowed. We ask that you think about which of our parish ministries you would like to be
involved with. Refer to the parish website or call the parish office for contact info regarding
our ministries.
Stay connected with our parish by joining our Facebook page-Greek Orthodox Church of the
Assumption, and by reading our e-Bulletin. If you are not subscribed yet to our e-Bulletin,
please send your email address to the parish office email:
parishoffice@assumptionseattle.org.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
GENERAL FUND

MARCH

YTD

$30,657

$148,286

1,950

7,480

436

28,331

Other Revenue

2,734

8,872

TOTAL REVENUE

35,777

REVENUE
Stewardship Collected
Repair & Renovation Fund
Memorial/Beautification Fund

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET PROFIT

( 28,704 )
7,073

2021 REVENUE (thru 2/28/2021)

$192,970

2021 EXPENSES (thru 2/28/2021)

( 105,498 )

2021 NET PROFIT
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THANK YOU...

T

hank you Presbytera Valerie Kouldukis for volunteering to sort through the large
amount of Jubilee donations that we collected in the hall over the past year. Thank you
also for transporting the donations to Jubilee Women’s center, where women, taking time
to heal from trauma and crisis, will be able to use them!!
Thank you René Charoni for the macaroni and cheese you provided as the main dish of our
monthly community meal for 30 women at Jubilee Women’s Center. Your food donation
helped the women at Jubilee get through these stressful times!
Thank you to Gabriel Maschinsky for joining our acolyte team! Saturday, March 27th was
Gabriel’s first time serving in the altar along with his dad, Dan. Afterwards, Gabriel told his
parents it was the best day ever and that he wants to serve every day!!

PAGE

10

THE GOOD NEWS - MAY 2021

THANK YOU - continued
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MAY ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
•

Holy Saturday Morning, May 1st - Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am: Niko Pamboukas
with Stefanos and Evangelos

•

Holy Resurrection Service and Liturgy, May 1st/2nd - Matins beginning at 11:00 pm on
May 1st, Resurrection Service at Midnight followed by the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom: Gus Mehas and Manny Xenos

•

Agape Vesper Service, Sunday, May 2nd at 1:00 pm – Daniel Maschinsky with Gabriel

•

Sunday, May 9th, Thomas Sunday – Gus Mehas, Athan, Max and Vasili

•

Sunday, May 16th, Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women – Daniel Maschinsky and Yianni
Cardaras

•

Sunday, May 23rd, Sunday of the Paralytic – Christo Mitchell, Elias and Stavros

•

Sunday, May 30th, Sunday of the Samaritan Women – Yianni Cardaras & Manny Xenos

Please keep in mind that all acolytes must wash their hands, wear masks and maintain social distancing. One acolyte will serve on the north side and one acolyte will serve on the
south side of the altar.
Thanks everyone! God bless you for your commitment to our community and your willingness to serve.

+Fr. Dean Kouldukis
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STRATEGIC PLAN INTRODUCTION

G

reetings to all our Assumption Parishioners. Christos Anesti!

Soon we will be embarking on a Strategic Plan for our parish. I think it is fitting that we introduced this concept during the Great and Holy Lenten season. Certainly, Great Lent is
about change, specifically change in the context of spiritual growth. Similarly, the development of a Strategic Plan for our parish has the same goal in mind, the spiritual growth of all
of us unto the Glory of God.
St. Peter, in his first pastoral epistle, offers the following exhortation to the persecuted
Christians in Asia Minor; “Like newborn infants long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow in salvation…” (1 Peter 2:2 NRSV) The process of our growth in Christ’s Salvation begins at baptism and continues throughout our entire lives. As St. Peter reminds
us, as we are walking our life’s journey, we must long for this growth. However, longing for
this growth by itself is not enough. St. Peter reminds us that we must be fed for this growth
to occur. The spiritual food for our growth must be present.
I think we would all agree that the birth of a child is a great miracle. Children are born and
change constantly. It is this constant change that leads them to maturity in adulthood.
Their birth is a miracle and so is their growth. I think we would agree, that anything that
stifles the growth of a child would be unfortunate, perhaps even a tragedy. A baby is meant
to grow into a child, a child into an adolescent and an adolescent into an adult. Yes, it is
continued ➔
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STRATEGIC PLAN - continued
tragic when a child fails to develop, it is just as tragic when a person fails to develop spiritually. The book of Hebrews says in 6:1 “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to [Christian maturity]…” Just like the goal of a child’s life
is maturity, the goal of a Christian’s life is spiritual maturity, as we were not meant to remain in the same spiritual state forever, but to forever grow in Christ.
Hence, the need for a Strategic Plan for our parish! The Strategic Plan will help us identify
those areas of ministry which need strengthening, or perhaps establishing new ministries
which may be lacking. As I have said before, and I will say it again, my hope, my dream is
for all of us to be together in the Kingdom of Heaven. Hence, our parish leadership wants
to offer you all the opportunities possible, the spiritual milk necessary, to grow in your faith.
Kristina Mehas, who is a member of our Parish Council, and on our Strategic Planning
Team, offers this video presentation to the parish regarding the Strategic Plan (or click on
the link on the previous page to view the video). This same presentation was given at our
last Parish Assembly. Please take the time to watch this presentation as all our parishioners will be asked to participate in this upcoming journey.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the Strategic Planning team and those parishioners
who have stepped forward to help lead us through this process. We ask that you join me
and the Strategic Planning team in prayer that we may, through this process continue in
our spiritual growth, unto the glorify of God.

+Fr. Dean Kouldukis
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Upcoming General Membership Meeting
Please join us for these upcoming General Membership meetings on May 25th.
These meetings will all be held via ZOOM. Connection/Meeting information will be e-mailed
prior to the meeting. All are invited to join us!!

2020 & 2021 Membership Dues Being Collected Now
As you all know, this has been a challenging year for all of us. COVID has disrupted our
church life, Philoptochos projects and our Philoptochos fundraisers.
We would like to remind everyone to please, if you can, pay your 2020 and 2021 Philoptochos Membership dues if you have not already done so. Many of us have forgotten this
year since many of us have not been at church on a regular basis. The membership dues
are $40.00 per year ($10.00 of which stays here for our own chapter).
Our Philoptochos supports many projects at our Assumption Church, and also at the Metropolis and National level.
If you have any questions about your membership please contact Rose or Marianne
Bratsanos at (206) 932-7152.
Thank you in advance!
Stay safe, warm and healthy and we hope we can return to normal soon and meet again in
person! - Rose & Marianne Bratsanos
(Click below to download the 2020-2021 Philoptochos Membership Form)
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ETERNAL LIGHT SOCIETY

H

ave you ever wondered about that “Planned Giving” area at
the bottom of your Stewardship form? If you were to mark the
box that says, “Please send me information on making a planned
gift to the Church,” what would happen? Several of you have already done this so this is no mystery to you. What happens is that
the parish office will send you a folder about joining the “Eternal
Light Society.”

T HE BO D Y O F C H R I S T
The Church is the Body of Christ on earth and carries on His ministry
in the world today. Giving to the Church is an opportunity to examine
our priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to give of ourselves and to grow in grace.
For most people, the greatest financial gift we are able to give is
what we leave behind when we fall asleep in the Lord.
Through a charitable gift, you can have a significant positive effect on the ministries of the Church
and those people whose lives are changed because of them. The impact of your gift will be felt for
years and generations to come.
A charitable gift may also give you substantial current tax benefits as well as estate tax benefits.

As you explore the ways by which you can support the ministries of the Church, please know that
the staff in the parish office, the Metropolis and the Archdiocese are available to assist you in any
way possible.
Planned giving can be very rewarding, allowing to you to see your gift at work while receiving tax
benefits now.
Though you may not want to consider preparing a will, it will save your heirs significant time and
money.
With a will you also ensure that your family, charitable, and financial wishes are carried out.
Most people who prepare a will also have planning directives. These documents, known as powers
of attorney, letters of instruction, and living wills provide guidance about one’s wishes for:
•
•
•

Medical Care consistent with your beliefs
Tax-Advantaged & Charitable Financial Planning
Distribution of personal property

Live with peace of mind knowing that your wishes will be followed...
~ Prepare a will ~
Contact Dimos Katsis or the parish office if you would like to receive more detailed information and
resources.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

PLEASE NOTE: At this time,
due to restrictions relating to
the COVID-19 pandemic and
recommendations from Met.
Gerasimos, these services are
restricted. If you wish to attend
a service, please reserve a
spot by clicking <<here>>. If
you are unable to attend a
service in person, please
navigate to our Assumption
Church website where you can
grab a link to the service via
our live stream.

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

MATINS GOSPEL & TONE SCHEDULE
Sunday
2
9
16
23
30

HOLY SATURDAY

Tone

Gospel

10:00 am Vesperal
Divine Liturgy of
St. Basil

----Second
Third
Fourth

2
1
4
5
7

11:00 pm Matins
of Pascha
*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

http://assumptionseattle.org

2

3

4

GREAT AND
HOLY PASCHA

RENEWAL MONDAY

12:00 am
Resurrection Service

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

5

7:00 pm Studies in
the Faith

1:00 pm Agape Vespers
*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

10

11

THOMAS SUNDAY

12

13

17

18

SUNDAY OF THE
MYRRH-BEARING
WOMEN
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

19

20

5:30 pm Parish
Council Meeting
Via ZOOM

25
7:00 pm
Men’s Ministry
Fellowship

8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

7:00 pm
Philoptochos General
Membership Meeting
via ZOOM

26

27

MID-PENTECOST
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

31

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

14

15
PARISH
OFFICE
CLOSED

21

22

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

24

8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

SUNDAY OF THE
PARALYTIC

SUNDAY OF THE
SAMARITAN WOMAN

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

STS. CONSTANTINE
& HELEN
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

30

ST. JOHN THE
THEOLOGIAN
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

9:30 am
Cooking for the
Homeless
(Society of St. John
the Almsgiver)

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

23

8
THEOTOKOS OF
THE LIFE-GIVING
SPRING
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

FR. DEAN O UT O F THE O FF ICE F OR V ACA TI O N

MOTHER’S DAY

8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

16

7

9:30 am
Cooking for the
Homeless
(Society of St. John
the Almsgiver)

12:30 am Pascha Liturgy

9

6

Sat

MEMORIAL DAY
HOLIDAY
PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

28

29
PARISH
OFFICE
CLOSED

Strict Fast

DUE TO THE PANDEMIC, THE
PARISH OFFICE IS CURRENTLY
CLOSED TO VISITORS.

Wine/Oil
Allowed
Dairy
Allowed
Fish
Allowed
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