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Today, the Virgin bears Him who is 

transcendent, and the earth                 

presents the cave to Him who is              

beyond reach. Angels, along with 

shepherds glorify Him. The Magi 

make their way to Him by a star.  

For a new child has been born for 

us, the God before all ages.  
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“Bless His Heart, Sometimes, He Just Don’t Get It”  

Without Mirrors We Often Get Pronouns Wrong 
 

By Bill Marianes 

 

A Southern phrase I love says: “Bless his heart, sometimes, he just don’t get it.” I love that it starts 

with a blessing. Indeed, generally, when someone starts by blessing your heart, get ready for the oth-

er shoe to drop. 

 

I have heard this phrase a lot, so I started to wonder about the pronoun. Is it just “he” we’re talking 

about who is so dense or blind or in the darkness that he doesn’t get it? Or might the pronoun be too 

narrow? Might it really be “me” or “I” or “we” who doesn’t get it. 

 

OK, let’s start at the beginning. “In the beginning God made heaven and earth…Then God said ‘Let 

there be light’; and there was light.” The first recorded words of God in Genesis 1:1, 3 were his crea-

tion of the light. So essentially everything begins in darkness and then God brings the light. A short 

time later in Genesis 1:26, we get to the big “pronoun moment” in the creation story: “Then God said, 

‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.” 

 

Wait. What? Why didn’t our Father, the creator of everything, say I will make men in My image and 

likeness? Who is this “Us” and “Our”? The Orthodox Study Bible (page 5) teaches us: “The Holy Trinity 

also made man. God the Father is speaking to God the Son (St. John Chrysostom), and He uses the 

personal pronouns Us and Our. These pronouns indicate the three distinct Persons:  the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit… Man is not one in nature with the Holy Trinity. But he was made in the im-

age and likeness of the Holy Trinity; and he was made male and female. Therefore, the dignity of 

each man and each woman is this image and likeness.” (emphasis added) 

 

To make clear that Christ was there at the beginning, we learn from John 1:1-2: “In the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.” 

And, of course, “the Word” and the “He” is the eternal Son of God. He didn’t just appear in the New 

Testament on the day we now celebrate as December 25th. He was actually there at the beginning, 

and has been there for all times, and will be there forever and ever. 

 

So, there we are. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whose birth we now commemorate and celebrate 

on a specific day in December actually made a referenced appearance from “the beginning …” of all 

times. In so doing, even Holy Scripture challenges us to rethink pronouns, not only in the context of 

creation, but in the context of calling and ultimately judgment. 

 

We often realize that when we look in the mirror, we can visibly see ourselves and how others see us. 

Yet there is a deeper dimension of who we are. That which is unseen by others in our hearts, or un-

known to them because we keep it a secret. We choose to keep some of ourselves in the darkness. 

 

In John 1:5 we learn: “And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” 

The word “comprehend” meant both “understand” and “overcome.” (Orthodox Study Bible, page 

1421) Perhaps, one of the messages of the celebration of Christ’s birth on this earth, is to truly let the 

light overcome the darkness in our lives. 

 

What does Christ being with God from the beginning, and us letting the light shine, have to do with 

the title of this stewardship sound bite of the proverbial “him” that sometimes just doesn’t “get it?” In 
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Matthew 7:1-3 we learn, “Judge not, that you not be judged. For with what judgment you judge, you 

will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And why do you look 

at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?” (I love the modern

-day image of a “plank” in one’s eye, even though the obviously the contextual meaning is different.) 

 

Instead of judging what the “other guy” doesn’t get, let’s take a brief moment to explore what “we/I/

me/you” might not get. Christmas is a time of peace, love, family and sharing. It is a season of cele-

bration. But what are we celebrating? (No, I will not devolve into a diatribe about the unspiritual and 

unhealthy preoccupation with gift giving instead of focusing on Christ’s birth. You’ve got that, right?) 

 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who was with us from the beginning, on one historic day came down 

to be with us in person to teach, to preach and to reach. So how are we doing with that? Have we tak-

en the time to “get” what he asked us to learn and do? Have we prayerfully reflected on all of the 

many gifts our Father has given to each of us and consider sharing them with others? Have we con-

templated the unimaginable good that we are capable of accomplishing, if only we stopped worrying 

about what the “other guy” didn’t get and instead focused on the light we can bring into this world? 

 

What if Christmas was every day? What if we could daily re-create the great feelings of love, and 

peace, and joy and helpfulness that we experience during the Christmas season? What if every day, 

we changed our pronouns of judgment of the other guy, and instead looked into the mirror at who we 

were, and reflected on what God has called us to do, and then just got on about doing it? Indeed, we 

could become living icons of Christ’s presence every day of the year and every day of our all too short 

lives on this earth. 

 

While our Lord has been with us since the beginning of time, we have the unique opportunity to use 

the occasion of his human birth to re-commit to making a difference. You see, I believe that steward-

ship is what you do with all of the gifts God gave you. What you do with them every day of your life. It’s 

all about you, so don’t worry about what others do, or don’t do, with their gifts. Instead, let us focus 

constantly and consistently on giving thanks, and daily celebrate our Lord’s continued presence. And 

with His help, we will conquer the darkness that exists in our world today. 

 

So, my brothers and sisters, I want to give you a Christmas gift today and every day of your life. Actual-

ly, I want to help you give yourself and everyone around you a daily Christmas gift. Just look into the 

mirror of your soul and see who you are and what you are good at, which is likely what you have been 

called to do. And then find someone else with whom you can share the light. Your light. And the Light 

of the world. 

 

Just as we are told that a star lit the night and brought the faithful to celebrate a new birth, let your 

light shine to celebrate Christ’s life every day. Live your stewardship calling and what God has called 

you to do. So, let’s just flip those pronouns around and, “bless your heart,” just get on with truly cele-

brating Christ’s birth and presence each and every day. The only thing standing in the way of every 

day being Christmas day is you, and me, and not that other guy or gal. 

 

To help you with this task, let me humbly suggest that you take your favorite image of Christmas and 

place it all around you. On your mirror at home. Below your computer screen at work. Next to your 

speedometer in your car. As the screen saver on your cell phone. Not just one day or month. Instead, 

keep Christmas alive every day. And in so doing keep Christ alive in your life just as he has been alive 

and in our midst since “the beginning.” 

 

Merry Christmas every day and may God bless you on your journey as you discover and live your stew-

ardship calling. My prayer for you is that you “SOTPAETJ” (stay on The Path and enjoy the journey). 

God bless. 
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PLEASE NOTE: At this time, due to 

restrictions relating to the COVID-

19 pandemic and recommenda-

tions from Met. Gerasimos, these 

services are restricted to 40 per-

sons. If you wish to attend a ser-

vice, please reserve a spot by click-

ing <<here>>.  If you are unable to 

attend a service in person, please 

navigate to our Assumption Church 

website where you can grab a link 

to the service via our live stream. 
 

http://assumptionseattle.org  
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DE CE M BE R  WO R S H I P  S C HE DU LE  
  8:45 am Matins  ~  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  ~  4:00 pm Vespers      

Fri., December 4 / St. Barbara  

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5 

Gospel:  Mark 5:24-34 

 

Saturday, December 5 / St. Savas  

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2 

Gospel:  Matthew 11:27-30 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sunday, December 6 / 10th Sunday 

of Luke & St. Nicholas  

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Hebrews 13:17-21 

Gospel:  Luke 13:10-17 

 

Wed., December 9 / Conception of 

the Theotokos by St. Anna 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Galatians 4:22-27 

Gospel:  Luke 8:16-21 

 

Sat., December 12 / St. Spyridon 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Ephesians 5:8-19  

Gospel:  John 10:9-16 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sun. , Dec. 13 / 11th Sunday of 

Luke 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Colossians 3:4-11 

Gospel:  Luke 14:16-24 

 

Tuesday , Dec. 15 / St. Eleutherios 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  II Timothy 1:8-18 

Gospel:  Mark 2:23-28; 3:1-5 

 

Saturday, December 19 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sunday, Dec. 20 / Sunday before 

Nativity & Forefeast of the Nativity 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40 

Gospel:  Matthew 1:1-25 

 

Thursday, December 24 

3:00 pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy of 

St. Basil the Great 

7:00 pm Royal Hours of Christmas 

 

Friday, Dec. 25  / HOLY NATIV ITY   

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Galatians 4:4-7 

Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Saturday, Dec. 26 / Synaxis of the 

Theotokos 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  I Timothy 6:11-16 

Gospel:  Matthew 12:15-21 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sunday, Dec. 27 / Sunday after                

Nativity & St. Stephen 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-5, 47-60 

Gospel:  Matthew 2:13-23 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b44a8a922a3fd0-assumption
http://assumptionseattle.org/
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Fri., January 1 / Circumcision of 

Christ ~ St. Basil the Great  

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Colossians 2:8-12 

Gospel:  Luke 2:20-21; 40-52  

 

Saturday, January 2 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sunday, January 3 / Sunday before 

Theophany 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Timothy 4:5-8  

Gospel:  Mark 1:1-8 

 

Tues., January 5 / Theophany Eve 

4:30 pm Royal Hours of Theophany 

6:30 pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy of 

St. Basil the Great 

8:00 pm Lesser Blessing of the Wa-

ters 

 

Wed., Jan. 6 / HOLY THEOPHANY 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

11:30 am Blessing of the Waters 

Epistle:  Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7  

Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Thursday, January 7 / Synaxis of St. 

John the Baptist 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Acts 19:1-8 

Gospel:  John 1:29-34   
 

Saturday, January 9 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sunday , January 10 / Sunday after               

Theophany 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Ephesians 4:7-13  

Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-17 

 

Saturday, January 16 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sunday, Jan. 17 / 12th Sunday of 

Luke ~ St. Anthony the Great 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Hebrews 13:17-21  

Gospel:  Luke 17:12-19 

 

Monday, Jan. 18 / Sts. Athanasios & 

Cyril 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Hebrews 13:7-16   
Gospel:  Matthew 5:14-19 

 

Saturday, January 23 

4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

Sun., Jan. 24 / 14th Sunday of Luke 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  I Timothy 1:15-17  

Gospel:  Luke 17:12-19 

 

Monday, January 25 / St. Gregory 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2   

Gospel:  John 10:9-16 

 

Sat., January 30 / Three Hierarchs 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  Hebrews 13:7-16    
Gospel:  Matthew 5:14-19  
4:00 pm Small Compline 

 

 

JA N U A RY  W O RS H I P  S C HE DU LE  
  8:45 am Matins  ~  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  ~  4:00 pm Vespers      

Sun., Jan. 31 / Sunday of Zacchaeus 

8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Epistle:  I Timothy 4:9-15   

Gospel:  Luke 19:1-10 



 

ANONYMOUS (1) 

AIGNER, Rob & Tina Pappas Aigner 

ALLAMANO, Ann 

AMORATIS, Anthony & Sophie 

ANDRES, Wayne & Linda 

ANDREWS, Rothopi 

ANTONAKOS, Jetta 

APOSTOLOU, Dino & Kostoula 

APOSTOLOU, Elias & Stella 

ARGERES, Peter & Diana 

ARGUE, Cliff & Theodora 

ATHAN, Sophia 

ATHAN, Steve & Anna 

ATHANS, Emmanuel 

ATHANS, John & Stella 

AVERKIOU, Michael & Xenia 

AWARUN, Olufemi &  

        TEKLE-AWARUN, Mehret 

BARBACHAN, Hugo & Popee 

BARBAS, Ethel 

BAROKAS, Vasso 

BARTON, Roger & Mary Lou 

BEKRIS, Chris & Manda 

BENIS, Chris & Penelope 

BENIS, Helen 

BLACKWELL, Neena 

BRATSANOS, Rose 

BROOKS, James & Claudia 

BULBULA, Girma &  

        WAKENE, Alemitu 

CARDARAS, Vlasios & Voula 

CARDARAS, Yianni 

CARMEL, Alex & Roula 

CHACHARON, Andrew 

CHACHARON, Claire 

CHARONI, Nancy 

CHARONI, Tim & René 

CHARONIS, Mark 

CHRISTOFILIS, Asimas & Dora 

CHRISTOPHILIS, Petros & Tristan 

CHRISTOU, Ted & Barbara 

CONOM, Molly 

COOLIDGE, Trilby 

COSMAKOS, Nick & Cheryl 

COSTACOS, Eva 

COSTACOS, John 

COSTACOS, Tock & Terry 

COX, Jim 

COX, Maria 

DALLAS-SMITH, Mary 

DELAROSE, Ron & Teresa 

DELEGANS, George & Alex 

DELIMITROS, Katie 

DEMENEGAS, Emmanuel & Sapfo 

DENNIS, Ryan & Demetra 

DENOS, Thalia 

DIAFOS, Pauli 

DIAMOND, Maria 

DIAMOND, Nitsa 

DIEL, Angeliki 

DIMITRIOU, Ted & Kiki 

DIMITRIOU, Thom & Christine 

DODD, Voula 

DUDUNAKIS, Kenny & Kristina 

DUSSIN, Pete &  

        KALTHOFF, Genevieve 

EMMONS, Tom & Nancy 

ESTEP, Charles & Lina 

EVANGELINE, Carolyn 

EVANS, Jr., Peter 

FARMASONIS, Petros & Colleen 

FIDLER, Bill & PIRZADA, Alia 

FOOTE, Sophia & Maria 

FRANGOS, Olivia 

FRANKLIN, Justin & Nicole 

FRANKS, Soula 

GEOKEZAS, Demetrios & Eryn 

GEOKEZAS, Maria &  

        HOWARD, David 

GEOKEZAS, Mel & Theodora 

GEORGES, Helen 

GIANETSAS, Xenia 

GINOS, Alex & Carey Ann 

GOULOUMI, Dora Roula 

GREENE, Marke & Angela 

HONRADO, Marco & LIN, Eva 

HOWE, William & Maro 

HULBERT, Michael & Jodie 

ILES, Catherine 

ILIAKIS, Bernardo 

INNIS, Connie 

JEWELL, Gavin & Emily 

JOHN, Maggie 

KARIS, Terry & Hannah 

KATSAMPES, Kiki 

KATSIS, Dimos & Alexis 

KAZAKOS, Georgia 

KAZAKOS, Lakis & AVXHI, Greta 

KAZAKOS, Stephano 

KEHAYES, Naya & HEAD, Philip 

KENNEDY, Jon 

KLAPAKI, Nektaria & LAGOS, Taso 

KLIEROS-MERCOURIADIS, Pipena 

KOEMAN, Henriecus & Heleni 

KOHNKE, Ioanna 

KOHNKE, Vicky 

KOKKONIS, Nick & Jennifer 

KOLIOS, Leta 

KOLIOS, Vickie & MORRIS, James 

KONTACTSIS, Zissis 

KOULDUKIS, Betty 

KOULDUKIS, George 

KOULDUKIS, Fr. Dean &  

        Presvytera Valerie 

KOUMANTAROS, Yiannis &  

        Jenadee 

KOUTROULIS, Stavros & Leslie 

LACKIE, Randy & Athena 

LAGIAS, Dimitrios &  

        JORGE, Soledad 

LANDIS, Terry & Marina 

LENES, George & Rita 

LENTGIS, Dean & Kathleen 

LINARDOS, Jim & Janet 

LING, Maria & FATH, Thomas 

LIVIAKIS, Lea & NADLER, Sam 

LOTAKIS, Greg 

LOTAKIS, Paul 

LUCAS, Greta 

MALESIS, Louis & Mary 

MALLOS, Steve 

MANN, Philip & Andrea 

MANOLIDES, Andrew & Anastasia 

MANOLIDES, Nancy 

MANOLIDES, Steven 

MANOLIDES-POST, Karen &  

        POST, Dayne 

MANZIERIS, Christos & Kathy 

MARCINIAK, Mark & Gretta 

MARTIN, Nico & Danielle 

MARTINEZ, Robert & Christina 

MASCHINSKY, Dan & Teresa 

McCARTY, Viki 

McINTOSH, Sam & Tonia 

McMILLAN, Michael & Elizabeth 

MEHAS, Gus & Kristina 

MENTIS, Charles & Gail 

continued ➔ 
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STEWARDS OF THE CHURCH - cont inued 
MICHAELIDIS, Christina & SMITH, 

 Darin 

MICHAELIDIS, Michael & Elaine 

MITALAS, Pat 

MITCHELL, Cameron & Sofie 

MOORE, Georgia 

NATSIOPOULOS, Louis 

NEWTSON, Michael & Elaine 

NICON, John & Joann 

O’NEIL, Katie 

ORTIZ, Arturo &  

        VLAD-ORTIZ, Catalina 

OSBON, Joymarie 

PALLIS, Chris & Vicki 

PAMBOUKAS, Chris & Glyka 

PAMBOUKAS, Nick & Rachael 

PAMBOUKAS, Niko & Sonia 

PAMPOUKAS, Evangelos &  

        Tasoula 

PANTAGES, Tarsi 

PAPAHRONIS, Basil 

PAPAHRONIS, Michael & Ingrid 

PAPANTOS, Spero & Tina 

PAPPAS, Cristina 

PAPPAS, George & Ann 

PAPPAS, George & Lora 

PARALIS, Ioannis 

PARALIS, Panagiotis & Asimo 

PAVLOS, George & Pam 

PEPPES, George & Penny 

PEPPES, Popi 

PIERIDES, Maria & GIBBONS, Nick 

PIERIDES, Paraskevi 

PISHUE, Jim & ROBERTS, Lisa 

POLIMENAKOS, Nick & Martha 

POLIMENAKOS, Vasilios 

POULOS, Pete 

PRAGGASTIS, Chris & Brenda 

PREKEGES, James 

PRINEAS, Anna 

PRINEAS, Michael 

QUEENANN, David 

RAKUS, Tom 

RONDOS, Sam 

ROYAL, Barbara 

SAITES, Betty 

SAKELLARIS, John & Penelope 

SARANTINOS, George & Athena 

SAYLES, Katerina 

SEBOK, Evangelia 

SERPANOS, George & Meropi 

SIATERLIS, Dimitrios & Christina 

SIDERIS, Panagiotis & Voula 

SKANDALIS, John & Laurie 

SKARLATOS, Nikoletta 

SKEPETARIS, Evanthia 

SKEPETARIS, Tom & Teresa 

SMETHERAM, Philip & Carol 

SMETHERAM, Sofia 

SOLOMON, Karen 

SORENSON, Maria 

SOUDAS, Elene 

SOUKAS, George & Ritsa 

SOUTHAS, Tom & Virginia 

SPYROPOULOS, Straton 

STAFFORD, Stephanie Pulakis 

STOCKER, William & Georgi 

STRONG, Despina 

STUBBS, Sue 

TABAKIAN, Ben 

TALERICO, Joyce 

TEKLE, Selam 

THOMPSON, Chuck & Niki 

TOLIAS, Christto & Dorothea 

TOURAS, Antonios & Antonia 

TRAPALIS, Eleni & Dina 

TREMBANIS, Sophia 

TRIGGS, Edwin & LOUKAS, Vasiliki 

TSAKONAS, Stephanie 

TSITSIS, Nick & Stacy 

TURNER, Frederique 

TZIOTIS, Dometios & Georgia 

TZIOTIS, Ourania 

TZIOTIS, Yiannis & Katerina 

VASILATOS, Katheryn 

VELIS, Stan 

VISINTAINER, James & Irina 

VLAHOS, Fotini 

WATSON, Rob & Katherine 

WATTS, Harry & Nina 

XENOS, Spiro & Voula 

XYDIS, John & Janice 

ZAFIROPOULOS, John & Adreanna 

ZANIDES, Franny 

ZARKADES, Joanne 
 

Denotes parishioners who have               

fallen asleep in the Lord 

W e want to thank everyone who has become a 

2020 Steward of the Church.  With your support, 

the Greek Orthodox Church of the Assumption contin-

ues to sanctify us through the Sacraments and provide 

wonderful ministries that truly make a difference in our 

lives and in the lives of others. 

 

While your gift makes all of this possible, Christian 

stewardship is much more than financial support of the 

Church.   It is a means by which you become closer to 

God by giving back a portion of His blessings in order to 

do His work.   
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A s you may be aware from reading last month’s bulletin, we as a community are moving 

in the direction of becoming a tithing parish.  The COVID pandemic has identified a 

major weakness in our parish, and in many parishes throughout the Archdiocese - the reli-

ance on external funding sources to maintain the offerings of ministry in our communities.  

To become a more resilient parish, to not be affected by events which limit our ability to 

raise funds externally, we as a community are moving towards tithing.  In a tithing parish, 

parishioners are invited to offer ten percent of their income for the transformation of lives 

through the work of ministry.  Where does this concept of tithing come from?  And is it ob-

ligatory for us as Orthodox Christians? 

 

It is important to understand that in the ancient world, people’s beliefs regarding property 

were vastly different then the secular beliefs of today.  In biblical times, the belief was that 

God possessed everything.  In our contemporary verbiage, the people of the ancient world 

believed that God “owns all of it”; land, people, animals, environment, everything!  He owns 

all of it because he created it, hence it all belongs to him.  People saw themselves as stew-

ards of their possessions, including their lives, to be cared for, and, when people died, eve-

rything was given back to God.  This is a very foreign concept to us in our consumerist soci-

ety where we own everything; land, car, furniture, etc., and we even have the documents to 

prove it!  We believe it is our right to own our possessions.  When we die, what we own will 

probably be passed on to our children.  People in biblical times saw their world in relation 

to God and personal “rights” took a back seat to the needs of the community, both in the 

context of worship and in taking care of the poor and those in need.   

 

Because the concept of God owning everything was so very 

central to the life of the Israelites of the Old Testament, 

God directed, concept of the tithe, is a natural outcome of 

this belief.  There are many examples of the tithe in the Old 

Testament, each offering a perspective of the tithe from a 

different vantage point.  For example, in Leviticus 27, the 

tithe was discussed in the context of proportional giving, 

offering ten percent of one’s labors and considered “holy to 

the Lord.”  

 

In Deuteronomy 12:5-7 , our Lord instructs the people of 

Israel to bring their tithe, usually in the form of an animal 

for the temple sacrifice, to their place of worship and for the entire community to enjoy the 

eating of the sacrifice.  When St. Paul teaches the Corinthians to “put something away” to 

offer on the first day of the week, in the context of worship, he was no doubt making refer-

ence to the established old testament practice of offering a tithe to the Lord in the context 

of worship.   

 

An interesting modification of the tithe occurs in Deuteronomy 14:27-29.  Here the concept 

of the tithe is expanded.  The people of Israel are instructed, every three years, to offer 

THE TITHE AND THE CHRISTIAN 

continued ➔ 
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their tithe to the poor.  The reason for 

this modification is “so that the Lord 

your God may bless you in all the work 

that you undertake.” (Deuteronomy 

14:29) Here the implication is that if the 

community neglects the poor and 

needy, God has no reason to bless the 

work of that community.   

 

In Deuteronomy 26, the tithe to the 

poor is connected to gratitude ex-

pressed to God for all the blessings God 

has given the people of Israel.   

 

Hence, in just the few examples offered above (and there are so many others throughout 

the Old Testament), we see that the tithe is (1) proportional giving considered holy to the 

Lord, (2) is connected with worship and (3) is offered in gratitude to the needs of the poor.   

 

While the Old Testament tithe was binding on the people of Israel, it is not binding to the 

Christians in the New Testament.  What is emphasized in the New Testament, rather is pro-

portional giving, connected with worship, offered in gratitude to the needs of the poor and 

the ministries of the Church.   It is true that The New Testament does not make the tithe 

obligatory.  However, we who are Orthodox Christians, who have seen the glory of God in 

the face of Christ, and enjoy great prosperity, whose faith has made a difference in our 

lives, why would we want to give less than was required of the poorest Israelite?   

 

Incense, clergy vestments, celebrating Christ-centered feasts for eight days; all these, for 

example, are Old Testament traditions which have been Christianized.  It makes sense that 

the Apostles, who were Jewish, just like our Lord, took the traditions known to them and 

Christianized them.  Tithing, although not a New Testament concept, is an Old Testament 

tradition that can be Christianized.   

 

Although the tithe is not obligatory upon us, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ wants us to 

experience the joy of giving. We are, as a result, invited to consider the tithe as a Christian 

offering.  The question should never be, how little can I give, treating giving to God and his 

purposes like tax obligations, nor should giving be viewed as a transaction, as if God is 

owed 10% of all of our earnings, but rather how much can I give to help others with their 

spiritual and physical needs.  How much can I give as an expression of my life transformed, 

and to help transform the lives of other.  As Christians, we are called to excel in the grace of 

giving (2 Corinthians 8:7), as we have the Lord Jesus as our example and motivating force: 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 

he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9).  Our 

Lord gave us everything, even himself.  He owns it all, we are just acknowledging this by 

giving a part of it back to him, that spiritual fruit may be born, from our tithe, considered 

holy to the Lord, unto the glory of God.  

+ Fr. Dean 
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T he Advent season is here.  And while we are tweaking some of our traditions and gath-

erings to meet the challenges presented by this very different year, what we celebrate 

remains constant.  We continue to rejoice in our Savior’s birth!  We continue to wish our 

friends and family all the blessings of the season and year ahead!  We will find goodness 

and joy by making these extra efforts!  Similar to this, and as mentioned last month, we are 

now tweaking our stewardship program to meet the challenges presented by COVID-19.  

But in reality, COVID-19 simply magnified the fact that our former approach to stewardship 

needed to change in order for our parish to flourish and reach its true potential.  Simply 

put, we have always wanted our parish to thrive.  In order to achieve this, our approach 

must change.  And with this change, many good things will be possible! 

   

A few weeks ago, the Stewardship Committee was fortunate to be joined by His Eminence 

Metropolitan Gerasimos in a Zoom meeting.  In addition to expressing his  constant prayers 

and love for our parish and members, he was very pleased to hear that we have embarked 

upon the journey to becoming a tithing parish.  He reminded us that this journey requires 

that we have a culture of faith and trust among each other.  And to achieve that level of 

trust, he encourages us to talk about our faith with each other.  Not just in church on Sun-

days, but throughout the week in our daily lives.  He wants us to share with each other why 

we are part of the church.  What encourages our generosity?  Are we giving because we are 

asked to give or because we want to give?  Metropolitan Gerasimos acknowledges that this 

may make some of us feel vulnerable as we speak our truths with each other.  But in our 

honesty and vulnerability, trust grows.  It truly was a beautiful and inspiring conversation! 

   

At the same meeting, the committee discussed what was motivating us to become a per-

cent giving community on the way to a tithing community.  Overwhelmingly, we all agreed 

that the excitement over what our parish could offer to our own members as well as our 

greater community through our existing and new ministries was our motivating factor.  We 

brainstormed many exciting ideas ranging from growing a strong engaging youth program 

from the very young to college aged kids, to strengthening our technical infrastructure to 

continue online access for those homebound, to sponsoring retreats with engaging guest 

speakers that would draw not only our own Orthodox community, but entice others to come 

learn about our faith.  We invite you to brainstorm along with us.  What do you want to see 

our parish achieve and be able to offer the greater community?  As we explore this togeth-

er, we pray you find this motivating as you consider your 2021 stewardship pledge. 

   

As mentioned last month, we are at the starting line on the road to becoming a tithing com-

munity.  It’s now time to take our first steps.  You will soon receive your 2021 stewardship 

packet via USPS mail.  We ask that you keep an eye out for it and return it completed as 

soon as is convenient.  Please make use of the “Percent Giving” chart on the next page to 

help you identify your current giving level and the amount to which you can “round up” your 

gift in the coming year.  We want to remind everyone that tithing is developed around the 

concept of proportional giving.  Each parishioner is being asked to offer their gifts in propor-

tion to their ability to do so. 

FROM YOUR 2020 STEWARDSHIP TEAM  



 

 

STEWARDSHIP -  cont inued 
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Our 2021 Stewardship Ask: 

 

• We ask that you stay engaged with our parish by attending liturgy weekly, 

either in person or online.  This is the highest priority.  

 

• We ask that you stay engaged with each other to strengthen and add joy to 

the lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Make a phone call, send a 

quick text, or mail a card to a parishioner that you haven’t seen in months. 

 

• We ask that you consider your gifts of time and talents and how they can be 

used weekly at our parish.    

 

• We ask that you prayerfully and honestly look at your finances and decide 

what percentage of your income you can give for your stewardship offering. 

  

 

• We ask that you take advantage of the convenience of automated online 

monthly transfers in making your financial stewardship gifts, ensuring the 

timely payment and fulfillment of your pledge.   

 

• And finally, we ask that, to the degree you are able, you round up your finan-

cial gift to the next percentage point (or even half-percentage point) starting 

right now.   

 

By doing these things, we will be ensuring that the richness of our parish exists not by 

simply meeting its expenses, but in the ability to serve others in His name, as we have 

been asked to do.
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PARISH ASSEMBLY - DEC. 13 t h 

AGENDA 
PARISH ASSEMBLY  

TELECONFERENCE ZOOM MEETING 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th  
 Noon - 1:30 pm 

 
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading 

(Fr. Dean) 

 
Election of Chair 
(Niko Pamboukas) 

 
Approval of Minutes from Nov 15th, 2020 Meeting  

(Christina Siaterlis) 

 
Approval of 2021 Budget 

(Justin Franklin) 

 
PPP Loan Update / Metropolis Parish Support 

(Justin Franklin) 

 
Empty Parish Council Seats 

(Niko Pamboukas) 

 
Old Business 

 
New Business 

 
Adjourn 

 
Closing Prayer  

(Fr. Dean) 

O n Sunday, December 13th, immediately following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, 

our final Parish Assembly for 2020 will be convened via teleconference.  Please make 

every effort to attend this event and share in the administration of our beloved parish.  Con-

tact the parish office (parishoffice@assumptionseattle.org) for the ZOOM meeting connec-

tion instructions. 

mailto:parishoffice@assumptionseattle.org


 

RESTRICTED CHURCH SERVICES / WHAT TO EXPECT 

E arlier this year, we re-opened the doors of our parish for the celebration of services. To help prepare eve-

ryone for this transition, we posted updates as to how this transition would take place. Please remember, 

although we do anticipate, with time, that things will return to normal, many restrictions are still in place. The 

transition to the full operation of the parish will take place in stages and will take time.  

 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  
 

* Social distancing is still a requirement and will impact the seating for services and the overall seating ca-

pacity of the Church. Markings have been clearly placed on the pews indicating where parishioners may 

sit. Seating will only be allowed in the designated/marked areas of the pews.  
 

* As social distancing does not apply to immediate families, immediate families will be able to sit together.  
 

* Parishioners are invited to sign up for services. If you do not have a computer and would like to attend ser-

vices, please contact the parish office so we may add you to the queue for a designated Liturgy. If you 

have a computer, << click this link >> inviting you and your family to sign up to attend a specific Liturgy.  
 

* Upon arriving at the Church, you will be asked to sign in. Narthex ushers will be available to provide direc-

tion and to answer any questions you may have.  
 

* Chanters and Altar Servers will be limited and assigned by Fr. Dean on a weekly basis. The Choir will resume 

singing at a future date.  
 

* All parishioners attending Church will be required to wear a mask. The only exception to this will be the 

priest and chanter(s). The priest will wear a mask when distributing communion and antidoron. The 

chanters, not wearing masks, will chant at an angle facing the icon screen and will wear masks when not 

chanting. 
 

* Please remember icons ought to be venerated through just a simple bow. Please no kissing of icons. 
 

* Please, no veneration or kissing of the priest's hand.  
 

* The Liturgy will continue to be streamed online for those not attending Liturgy in person. 
 

* Communion guidelines will be outlined during each Liturgy by Fr. Dean.  
 

* Fellowship Hour and meetings after services will not take place. We ask that all parishioners leave immedi-

ately after the conclusion of Liturgy.  
 

* The offering plate will not be passed in Church. Please continue to offer your weekly stewardship gift online 

via our parish website, via electronic funds transfer or through the regular mail system. 
 

* Worship will be paperless. Please use your phone or iPad and utilize the ministry of AGES Initiative for the 

text of the service. You may also bring your own Liturgy book from home.  
 

* Please refrain from all physical touching (handshaking, hugging, no kiss of peace during Liturgy, etc.) and 

maintain proper physical distancing. All parishioners are asked to acknowledge each other with a simple 

bow.  
 

* If you are sixty-five years of age, or older, and/ or, you have an underlying health condition, we encourage 

you to not attend services. Please continue to utilize our on-line streaming service.  << click this link >> 

 

The above are in place to create a safe environment for all participants. As we must comply with all regulatory 

guidelines, it is our prayer that the above will create a safe environment for us all. 

 

As needed, further information will be forthcoming. Please let us know if you have any questions. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b44a8a922a3fd0-assumption
https://assumptionseattle.org/live_broadcast.html
https://assumptionseattle.org/live_broadcast.html
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B elow is the acolyte schedule for both December and January.  I’m providing two months of acolyte assign-

ments as we condense the December and January bulletins into one publication.  Please, let me know if 

you have any questions. 

Below is the acolyte schedule for December: 
 

Saturday, December 5th:  Christo Mitchell 

Sunday, December 6th:  Manny Xenos 

Saturday, December 12th:  Niko Pamboukas 

Sunday, December 13th:  Yianni Cardaras 

Sunday, December 20th:  Daniel Maschinsky 

Friday, December 25th:  Gus Mehas 

Saturday, December 27th:  Nick Cosmakos 

 

Please note, some of these assignments are for Liturgies on Saturday, and for the Holy Nativity Liturgy, on 

Friday.   

 

There are also Liturgies celebrated on December 4th,  9th, 15th, 24th and 26th  which are open for anyone to 

serve. 

Below is the acolyte schedule for January:  
 

Friday, January 1st:  Christo Mitchell 

Sunday, January 3rd:  Manny Xenos 

Wednesday, January 6th:  Nick Cosmakos 

Sunday, January 10th:  Niko Pamboukas 

Sunday, January 17th:  Yianni Cardaras 

Sunday, January 24th:  Gus Mehas 

Sunday, January 31st:  Daniel Maschinsky 

 

Please note, one of these assignments is for a Liturgy on a Friday, for New Year’s, and a Wednesday, for Holy 

Theophany. 

 

There are also Liturgies celebrated on January 5th (beginning at 4:30), 7th, 18th, 25th and 30th which are open 

for anyone to serve. 

 

Thanks so much for your service and commitment to our Lord and community! 

 

In Christ’s Service,    
 

+Fr. Dean Kouldukis 

ASSUMPTION ACOLYTE SCHEDULE  

PAGE   16     THE  GOOD  NEWS   -   DECEMBER 2020 / JANUARY 2021   

THANK YOU! 

The family of Evangelia Sebok would like to thank you very much for the cards, flow-
ers, and kind expressions of sympathy shown following her passing. Your support at 
this difficult time was very much appreciated and of great comfort to all the family.  
 

Thank you again.  



 

 

THE  GOOD  NEWS   -   VOL. 25,  ISSUE  12 / VOL. 26, ISSUE 1                                                                  PAGE   17 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  
      

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

1   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2    

 
   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

3       

 9:30 am                   
Cooking for the  

Homeless                     
(Society of St. John 

the Almsgiver) 
 

7:00 pm Studies in the 
Faith via ZOOM 

 

4      
 

ST. BARBARA 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 

*RESTRICTED*                    
*SERVICES 

 
PARISH OFFICE 

5  
 

ST. SAVAS 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 
4:00 pm Small               

Compline 
 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

 

6      
10th SUNDAY OF 

LUKE 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
Memorial:  Evanthia 
Skepetaris (40 days) 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

7     
 
 

8   

 
5:30 pm Parish  

Council  
Meeting via ZOOM 

 

 

 

9   
 

CONCEPTION OF 
THEOTOKOS 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 

*RESTRICTED*                    
*SERVICES 

10          
9:30 am                   

Cooking for the  
Homeless                     

(Society of St. John 
the Almsgiver) 

 

7:00 pm Studies in the 
Faith via ZOOM 

11      

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
ST. SPYRIDON 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 
4:00 pm Small               

Compline 
 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

13                  
11th SUNDAY OF 

LUKE 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
Memorial:  Evangelia 

Sebok (40 days) 
*RESTRICTED SERVICES* 

12:00 pm Virtual Parish 
Assembly 

14       
 

 

 

 
 

 

15        
ST. ELEUTHERIOS 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 

*RESTRICTED*                    
*SERVICES* 

 
 
 

 

16    
 

 

 

17       
   

 

7:00 pm Studies in the 
Faith via ZOOM 

 
 

 
 

 
 

18    

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 
 

19       

 
4:00 pm Small            

Compline 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

  
 

20       
SUNDAY BEFORE 

NATIVITY 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

 

21      

 
 

22       

 
 

 

23    
 

 
 

 

24       
 

NATIVITY EVE 
3:00 pm Vesperal 
Divine Liturgy of                 

St. Basil 
7:00 pm Royal Hours 

of Christmas 
*RESTRICTED SERVICES* 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

25    
 

HOLY NATIVITY 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
*RESTRICTED*                    

*SERVICES 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26       
SYNAXIS OF THE 

THEOTOKOS 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 
4:00 pm Small               

Compline 
 
 

*RESTRICTED SERVICES* 

27      
SUNDAY AFTER 

NATIVITY 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

28 

 
7:00 pm Men’s  

Ministry Meeting  
via ZOOM 

 

29 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

30 31 

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

    
 

 

 
 

  

                
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

   
   

    
 

 

 

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, 
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CURRENTLY 

CLOSED TO VISITORS. 

Strict Fast  
 

Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

 

        Dairy 
Allowed 

 

      Fish 
Allowed 

G R E E K  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  A S S U M P T I O N  

DE CE M BE R  20 2 0  

 

MATINS GOSPEL & TONE SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
6 
13 
20 
27 

Gospel 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Tone 
First 

Second 
Third 

Fourth 

PLEASE NOTE: At this time, 

due to restrictions relating to 

the COVID-19 pandemic and 

recommendations from Met. 

Gerasimos, these services 

are restricted to 40 persons. 

If you wish to attend a 

service, please reserve a 

spot by clicking <<here>>.  If 

you are unable to attend a 

service in person, please 

navigate to our Assumption 

Church website where you 

can grab a link to the service 

via our live stream. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b44a8a922a3fd0-assumption


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  
  

 
 
 
 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

    

 
   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

       

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

1      
 
 

ST. BASIL 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 

*RESTRICTED*                    
*SERVICES 

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

2  

 
4:00 pm Small            

Compline 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

  

3      
SUNDAY BEFORE 

THEOPHANY 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

 
 

4     
 
 

5   
EVE OF THEOPHANY 
4:30 pm Royal Hours of 

Theophany 
6:30 pm Vesperal Divine 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
8:00 pm Lesser Blessing 

of the Waters 
 

*RESTRICTED SERVICES* 

6   
HOLY THEOPHANY 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 
11:30 am Greater 

Blessing of the  
Waters 

 

*RESTRICTED SERVICES* 

7          
SYNAXIS OF JOHN 

THE BAPTIST 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 

9:30 am Cooking for 
the  Homeless                      

7:00 pm Studies in the 
Faith via ZOOM 

8      

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

 
4:00 pm Small            

Compline 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES 

 

10                  
SUNDAY AFTER 

THEOPHANY 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

 

11       
 

 

 

 
 

 

12        
 

5:30 pm Parish  
Council  

Meeting via ZOOM 
 
 

 

 

13    
 

 

 

14       
 9:30 am                   

Cooking for the  
Homeless                     

(Society of St. John 
the Almsgiver) 

 

7:00 pm Studies in the 
Faith via ZOOM 

15    

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 
 

16       

 
4:00 pm Small            

Compline 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES 

  

17       
12th SUNDAY OF 

LUKE 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

 

18      

STS. ATHANASIOS 
& CYRIL 

8:45 am Matins 
10:00 am Liturgy 

*RESTRICTED SERVICES* 
 

MARTIN LUTHER  
KING DAY 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

19       

 
 

 

20    
 

 
 

 

21       

   

 
 
 

 

7:00 pm Studies in the 
Faith via ZOOM 

 
 

 

22    

  
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 
 
 
 

23       

 
4:00 pm Small            

Compline 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

 

24      
14th SUNDAY OF 

LUKE 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

25 

ST. GREGORY 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

 

7:00 pm Men’s Ministry 
Meeting via ZOOM 

26 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

27 28 
 

 
7:00 pm Studies in the 

Faith via ZOOM 

29 

 
PARISH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

30 

THREE HIERARCHS 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
4:00 pm Small            

Compline 
 
 

*RESTRICTED*                 
*SERVICES* 

31 

SUNDAY OF 
ZACCHAEUS 
8:45 am Matins 

10:00 am Liturgy 
 

 

*RESTRICTED*                
*SERVICES* 

 

  
 

    
 

 

 
 

  

                
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

   
   

    
 

 

G R E E K  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  A S S U M P T I O N  

 

MATINS GOSPEL & TONE SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Gospel 
8 
9 
10 
11 
1 

Tone 
Plagal First 

Plagal Second 
Grave 

Plagal Fourth 
First 

JA N U A RY  2 02 1  

PLEASE NOTE: At this time, 

due to restrictions relating to 

the COVID-19 pandemic and 

recommendations from Met. 

Gerasimos, these services 

are restricted to 40 persons. 

If you wish to attend a 

service, please reserve a 

spot by clicking <<here>>.  If 

you are unable to attend a 

service in person, please 

navigate to our Assumption 

Church website where you 

can grab a link to the service 

via our live stream. 

Strict Fast  
 

Wine/Oil 
Allowed 

 

        Dairy 
Allowed 

 

      Fish 
Allowed 

 

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, 
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CURRENTLY 

CLOSED TO VISITORS. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b44a8a922a3fd0-assumption
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