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BUT THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE

R

ecently, with the blessings of our Shepard and Hierarch, His Eminence Metropolitan
Gerasimos, and sponsored by our Holy Metropolis of San Francisco, a seminar on
Christian stewardship was offered to all the communities of our Holy Metropolis. This fivepart series was designed to help our parish navigate the financial shortfalls that we, and so
many of our parishes nationwide, are experiencing due to the COVID pandemic. Both I, and
our 2021 stewardship team are engaged in this seminar.
At the start of the seminar, this most powerful reminder was offered for us to think about in
the context of stewardship. When we die, and are in the presence of God, how will we answer the following question that our Lord might possibly ask us, “What did You do with My
Church under Your watch given all of the gifts I gave You?” In other words, our salvation is
directly dependent on how we as stewards used the gifts God has given us for the work of
the ministry of the Church. Wow! Powerful! Yes, my brothers and sisters in Christ, there is
a direct correlation between salvation and stewardship!
St. Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, writes about the three gifts of faith, hope and
love. (1 Corinthians 13:13). In his writing he points out that “…The Greatest of these is
Love” which is our stewardship theme for 2021. The question we must ask is, how does
our stewardship theme for the year, and the above question of our Lord to us as we stand
in His presence in the Kingdom of Heaven, connect?

The Parable of the Good Samaritan (St. Luke 10:25-37) invites us to reflect on the offering
of gifts, in love for the other, in the context of stewardship. The Good Samaritan, who is our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Himself, came upon a man who was beaten up and left for
dead on the side of the road. The Good Samaritan had compassion on him and used his
own resources (oil, wine and bandages) in offering the man aid. He then put him on his
own animal and took him to an inn where he again used his own financial resources to pay
for a room. The Good Samaritan promised to pay the innkeeper more than the two denarii
initially offered if the innkeeper needed additional funds to take care of the man.
The Parable of the Good Samaritan is very much a stewardship parable. The Good Samaritan took the time, a detour from his journey, to take care of the beaten man. He used his
talents to “bind up his wounds” and offered financial resources to the innkeeper to take
care of him. The Good Samaritan offered his stewardship gifts of time, talents, and treasures to take care of the beaten man leading him to healing. It is important to remember
that our Lord told this parable in response to the lawyer’s question which was, “…what shall
I do to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.” Yes, my brothers and sisters in Christ, stewardship
and salvation are very much connected.
The stewardship brochure for this year’s theme, which is also a reflection on the parable of
the Good Samaritan, reminds us of the importance of stewardship in light of the suffering
and needs of others. The brochure states “this understanding of the full meaning of compassion in the New Testament means that another person’s suffering becomes our own
continued ➔
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suffering. Compassion in this sense can change the way we live and care for others and for
our community. When we feel this physical type of compassion, we are fully and physically
engaged. We serve others and care for our community with love…” just as the Good Samaritan served the needs of the beaten man out of compassion and love.
Our stewardship theme this year invites us to offer our stewardship of time, talents, and
treasures to the other, out of love and compassion for the other. The man beaten and left
for dead on the side of the road represents all of humanity, beaten by the fallenness of this
world as depicted in the icon. Likewise, as we offer our gifts for the work of the Church, out
of love and compassion, to heal our wounds and the needs of the other, we are at the
same time, building, and taking care of the needs of, the body of Christ.
“What did You do with My Church under Your watch given all of the gifts I gave You?”
I want to take this opportunity to thank Dimos Katsis, George Peppes, Athena Sarantinos
and Kristina Mehas, your stewardship team for 2021. I am so very thankful for the leadership, vision and thoughtful guidance they offer. Together, as we reflect on the Parable of
the Good Samaritan, we will offer you an invitation to embark on a stewardship journey.
The goal of this journey is to, with time, become a tithing parish, where everyone offers ten
percent of their time, talents and treasures. It is this journey that will help you answer the
above question with clarity and joy.
In Christ’s Love and in His Service,

+Fr. Dean
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:45 am Matins ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy ~ 4:00 pm Vespers
Sunday, Nov. 1 / 5th Sunday of Luke
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: I Cor. 12:27-31; 13:1-8
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31
Saturday, November 7
4:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday, Nov. 8 / 7th Sunday of Luke
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Hebrews 2:2-10
Gospel: Luke 8:41-56
Monday, November 9 / St. Nektarios
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
Gospel: Luke 12:13-15, 22-31
Friday, Nov. 13 / St. John Chrysostom
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2
Gospel: John 10:9-16
Saturday, November 14 / St. Philip
6:00 am Matins
7:15 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: I Corinthians 4:9-16
Gospel: John 1:43-51
4:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday, Nov. 15 / 8th Sunday of Luke
NATIVITY FAST BEGINS
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37
Monday, Nov. 16 / St. Matthew
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Romans 10:11-21; 11:1-2
Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13

Saturday, November 21 / Entrance of
the Theotokos
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Hebrews 9:1-7
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28
4:00 pm Great Vespers
Sunday, Nov. 22 / 9th Sunday of Luke
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Ephesians 2:14-22
Gospel: Luke 12:16-21
Wednesday, Nov. 25 / St. Katherine
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5
Gospel: Mark 5:24-34
Saturday, November 28
4:00 pm Great Vespers
Sun., Nov. 29 / 13th Sunday of Luke
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-7
Gospel: Luke 18:18-27
Monday, November 30 / St. Andrew
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: I Corinthians 4:9-16
Gospel: John 1:35-52
PLEASE NOTE: At this time, due to
restrictions relating to the COVID19 pandemic and recommendations from Met. Gerasimos, these
services are restricted to 40 persons. If you wish to attend a service, please reserve a spot by clicking <<here>>. If you are unable to
attend a service in person, please
navigate to our Assumption Church
website where you can grab a link
to the service via our live stream.
http://assumptionseattle.org
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RESTRICTED CHURCH SERVICES / WHAT TO EXPECT

E

arlier this year, we re-opened the doors of our parish for the celebration of services. To help prepare everyone for this transition, we posted updates as to how this transition would take place. Please remember,
although we do anticipate, with time, that things will return to normal, many restrictions are still in place. The
transition to the full operation of the parish will take place in stages and will take time.

P LE A S E N OT E T H E F O LL OW IN G :
* Social distancing is still a requirement and will impact the seating for services and the overall seating capacity of the Church. Markings have been clearly placed on the pews indicating where parishioners may
sit. Seating will only be allowed in the designated marked areas of the pews.

* As social distancing does not apply to families, immediate families will be able to sit together.
* Parishioners are invited to sign-up for services. If you do not have a computer and would like to attend services, please contact the parish office so we may add you to the queue for a designated Liturgy. If you
have a computer, << click this link >> inviting you and your family to sign up to attend a specific Liturgy.
* Upon arriving at the Church, you will be asked to sign in. Narthex ushers will be available to provide direction and to answer any questions you may have.
* Chanters and Altar Servers will be limited and assigned by Fr. Dean on a weekly basis. The Choir will resume
singing at a future date.
* All parishioners attending Church will be required to wear a mask. The only exception to this will be the
priest and chanter(s). The priest will wear a mask when distributing communion and antidoron. The
chanters, not wearing masks, will chant at an angle facing the icon screen and will wear masks when not
chanting.

* Please remember icons ought to be venerated through just a simple bow. Please no kissing of icons.
* Please, no veneration or kissing of the priest's hand.
* The Liturgy will continue to be streamed online for those not attending Liturgy in person.
* Communion guidelines will be outlined during each Liturgy by Fr. Dean.
* Fellowship Hour and meetings after services will not take place. We ask that all parishioners leave immediately after the conclusion of Liturgy.
* The offering plate will not be passed in Church. Please continue to offer your weekly stewardship gift online
via our parish website, via electronic funds transfer or through the regular mail system.
* Worship will be paperless. Please use your phone or iPad and utilize the ministry of AGES Initiative for the
text of the service. You may also bring your own Liturgy book from home.

* Please refrain from all physical touching (handshaking, hugging, no kiss of peace during Liturgy, etc.) and
maintain proper physical distancing. All parishioners are asked to acknowledge each other with a simple
bow.
* If you are sixty-five years of age, or older, and/ or, you have an underlying health condition, we encourage
you to not attend services. Please continue to utilize our on-line streaming service. << click this link >>
The above are in place to create a safe environment for all participants. As we must comply with all regulatory
guidelines, it is our prayer that the above will create a safe environment for us all.
As needed, further information will be forthcoming. Please let us know if you have any questions.
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ANONYMOUS (1)
AIGNER, Rob & Tina Pappas Aigner
ALLAMANO, Ann
AMORATIS, Anthony & Sophie
ANDRES, Wayne & Linda
ANDREWS, Rothopi
ANTONAKOS, Jetta
APOSTOLOU, Dino & Kostoula
APOSTOLOU, Elias & Stella
ARGERES, Peter & Diana
ARGUE, Cliff & Theodora
ATHAN, Sophia
ATHAN, Steve & Anna
ATHANS, Emmanuel
ATHANS, John & Stella
AVERKIOU, Michael & Xenia
AWARUN, Olufemi &
TEKLE-AWARUN, Mehret
BARBACHAN, Hugo & Popee
BARBAS, Ethel
BAROKAS, Vasso
BARTON, Roger & Mary Lou
BENIS, Chris & Penelope
BENIS, Helen
BLACKWELL, Neena
BRATSANOS, Rose
BROOKS, James & Claudia
BULBULA, Girma &
WAKENE, Alemitu
CARDARAS, Vlasios & Voula
CARDARAS, Yianni
CARMEL, Alex & Roula
CHACHARON, Andrew
CHACHARON, Claire
CHARONI, Nancy
CHARONI, Tim & René
CHARONIS, Mark
CHRISTOFILIS, Asimas & Dora
CHRISTOPHILIS, Petros & Tristan
CHRISTOU, Ted & Barbara
CONOM, Molly
COOLIDGE, Trilby
COSMAKOS, Nick & Cheryl
COSTACOS, Eva
COSTACOS, John
COSTACOS, Tock & Terry
COX, Jim
COX, Maria
DALLAS-SMITH, Mary
DELAROSE, Ron & Teresa
DELEGANS, George & Alex

DELIMITROS, Katie
DEMENEGAS, Emmanuel & Sapfo
DENNIS, Ryan & Demetra
DENOS, Thalia
DIAFOS, Pauli
DIAMOND, Maria
DIAMOND, Nitsa
DIEL, Angeliki
DIMITRIOU, Ted & Kiki
DIMITRIOU, Thom & Christine
DODD, Voula
DUDUNAKIS, Kenny & Kristina
DUSSIN, Pete &
KALTHOFF, Genevieve
EMMONS, Tom & Nancy
ESTEP, Charles & Lina
EVANGELINE, Carolyn
EVANS, Jr., Peter
FARMASONIS, Petros & Colleen
FIDLER, Bill & PIRZADA, Alia
FOOTE, Sophia & Maria
FRANGOS, Olivia
FRANKLIN, Justin & Nicole
FRANKS, Soula
GEOKEZAS, Demetrios & Eryn
GEOKEZAS, Maria &
HOWARD, David
GEOKEZAS, Mel & Theodora
GEORGES, Helen
GIANETSAS, Xenia
GINOS, Alex & Carey Ann
GOULOUMI, Dora Roula
GREENE, Marke & Angela
HONRADO, Marco & LIN, Eva
HOWE, William & Maro
HULBERT, Michael & Jodie
ILES, Catherine
ILIAKIS, Bernardo
INNIS, Connie
JEWELL, Gavin & Emily
JOHN, Maggie
KARIS, Terry & Hannah
KATSAMPES, Kiki
KATSIS, Dimos & Alexis
KAZAKOS, Georgia

KAZAKOS, Lakis & AVXHI, Greta
KAZAKOS, Stephano
KEHAYES, Naya & HEAD, Philip
KENNEDY, Jon
KLAPAKI, Nektaria & LAGOS, Taso
KLIEROS-MERCOURIADIS, Pipena
KOEMAN, Henriecus & Heleni
KOHNKE, Ioanna
KOHNKE, Vicky
KOKKONIS, Nick & Jennifer
KOLIOS, Leta
KOLIOS, Vickie & MORRIS, James
KONTACTSIS, Zissis
KOULDUKIS, Betty
KOULDUKIS, George
KOULDUKIS, Fr. Dean &
Presvytera Valerie
KOUMANTAROS, Yiannis &
Jenadee
KOUTROULIS, Stavros & Leslie
LACKIE, Randy & Athena
LAGIAS, Dimitrios &
JORGE, Soledad
LANDIS, Terry & Marina
LENES, George & Rita
LENTGIS, Dean & Kathleen
LINARDOS, Jim & Janet
LING, Maria & FATH, Thomas
LIVIAKIS, Lea & NADLER, Sam
LOTAKIS, Greg
LOTAKIS, Paul
LUCAS, Greta
MALESIS, Louis & Mary
MALLOS, Steve
MANN, Philip & Andrea
MANOLIDES, Andrew & Anastasia
MANOLIDES, Nancy
MANOLIDES, Steven
MANOLIDES-POST, Karen &
POST, Dayne
MANZIERIS, Christos & Kathy
MARCINIAK, Mark & Gretta
MARTIN, Nico & Danielle
MASCHINSKY, Dan & Teresa
McCARTY, Viki
McINTOSH, Sam & Tonia
McMILLAN, Michael & Elizabeth
MEHAS, Gus & Kristina
MENTIS, Charles & Gail
MICHAELIDIS, Christina & SMITH,
Darin
continued ➔
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STEWARDSHIP - continued
MICHAELIDIS, Michael & Elaine
MITALAS, Pat
MITCHELL, Cameron & Sofie
MOORE, Georgia
NEWTSON, Michael & Elaine
NICON, John & Joann
O’NEIL, Katie
ORTIZ, Arturo &
VLAD-ORTIZ, Catalina
OSBON, Joymarie
PALLIS, Chris & Vicki
PAMBOUKAS, Chris & Glyka
PAMBOUKAS, Nick & Rachael
PAMBOUKAS, Niko & Sonia
PAMPOUKAS, Evangelos &
Tasoula
PANTAGES, Tarsi
PAPAHRONIS, Basil
PAPAHRONIS, Michael & Ingrid
PAPANTOS, Spero & Tina
PAPPAS, Cristina
PAPPAS, George & Ann
PAPPAS, George & Lora
PARALIS, Ioannis
PARALIS, Panagiotis & Asimo
PAVLOS, George & Pam
PEPPES, George & Penny
PEPPES, Popi
PIERIDES, Maria & GIBBONS, Nick
PIERIDES, Paraskevi
PISHUE, Jim & ROBERTS, Lisa
POLIMENAKOS, Vasilios
POULOS, Pete

PRAGGASTIS, Chris & Brenda
PREKEGES, James
PRINEAS, Anna
PRINEAS, Michael
QUEENANN, David
RAKUS, Tom
RONDOS, Sam
ROYAL, Barbara
SAITES, Betty
SAKELLARIS, John & Penelope
SARANTINOS, George & Athena
SAYLES, Katerina
SEBOK, Evangelia
SERPANOS, George & Meropi
SIATERLIS, Dimitrios & Christina
SIDERIS, Panagiotis & Voula
SKANDALIS, John & Laurie
SKARLATOS, Nikoletta
SKEPETARIS, Evanthia
SKEPETARIS, Tom & Teresa
SMETHERAM, Philip & Carol
SMETHERAM, Sofia
SOLOMON, Karen
SORENSON, Maria
SOUDAS, Elene
SOUKAS, George & Ritsa
SOUTHAS, Tom & Virginia
SPYROPOULOS, Straton
STAFFORD, Stephanie Pulakis
STOCKER, William & Georgi
STRONG, Despina
STUBBS, Sue
TABAKIAN, Ben

TALERICO, Joyce
TEKLE, Selam
THOMPSON, Chuck & Niki
TOLIAS, Christto & Dorothea
TOURAS, Antonios & Antonia
TRAPALIS, Eleni & Dina
TREMBANIS, Sophia
TRIGGS, Edwin & LOUKAS, Vasiliki
TSAKONAS, Stephanie
TSITSIS, Nick & Stacy
TURNER, Frederique
TZIOTIS, Dometios & Georgia
TZIOTIS, Ourania
TZIOTIS, Yiannis & Katerina
VASILATOS, Katheryn
VELIS, Stan
VISINTAINER, James & Irina
VLAHOS, Fotini
WATSON, Rob & Katherine
WATTS, Harry & Nina
XENOS, Spiro & Voula
XYDIS, John & Janice
ZAFIROPOULOS, John & Adreanna
ZANIDES, Franny
ZARKADES, Joanne
Denotes parishioners who have
fallen asleep in the Lord

We want to thank everyone who has become a 2020
Steward of the Church. With your support, the Greek
Orthodox Church of the Assumption continues to sanctify us through the Sacraments and provide wonderful
ministries that truly make a difference in our lives and
in the lives of others.
While your gift makes all of this possible, Christian
stewardship is much more than financial support of the
Church. It is a means by which you become closer to
God by giving back a portion of His blessings in order to
do His work.
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FROM YOUR 2020 STEWARDSHIP TEAM

W

hat a year… a global pandemic, social and political strife, and record natural disasters. Without a doubt, we as individuals, communities, and as a greater society
have faced a degree of challenge that has not been seen in generations. The affects of
these challenges are being felt by everyone - our children, adults in the roles of parents and
providers, and especially our senior citizens. There has been loss of loved ones, jobs, gatherings and activities. This year has encouraged us, if not forced us, to view our daily lives,
routines, and the way we do things, in a new light. And with this new vision, there is great
hope for our future. So please read on…
The events of 2020 have made ever more clear the shift needed to support our beloved
parish, its ministries, and the maintenance of its structure. While efforts are made every
year to achieve financial balance, it has become evident that we are not adequately prepared to weather a time of crisis such as this. It’s no secret that our parish has relied heavily (upwards of 40%) on the income from non-stewardship sources such as parking lot income, Fellowship Hall rentals, and of course, our two annual festivals and bake sales. With
the COVID lockdown, revenue from these sources has nearly dried up. And there is no
guarantee that 2021 will return to the old ways. Now is the time to shift our strategies to
ensure that the Assumption church continues to serve the liturgical needs of its faithful
members and to serve our greater community with our acts of philanthropy through our
ministries.

Here comes the good news… finally! We have a plan! With the guidance of the Metropolis,
your Stewardship team is offering our parishioners the opportunity to transition our beloved
Assumption from a fundraising community to a tithing community. This is a goal that will
take time. But now is the time to start.
The Basic Principles of Becoming a Tithing Community Are:
•

As stewards of the church, we give our time, talents, and treasure to ensure
that the work of the church gets done, not simply to meet the expenses of the
church.

•

Our financial gifts are proportional to our income. Using the methodology of
“percentage giving”, we pledge to the church a percentage of our income that
we are able to give.

•

We then endeavor to increase our annual stewardship commitment by rounding up to the next whole percentage point of our gross household income, per
year, until we meet 10%.

Please see the illustrations in Box A and Box B on pages 10 & 11 to better understand how
impactful the “round up” concept is.
continued ➔
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Yes, this sounds like a lofty goal, especially in these difficult times. Please remember the term “proportional giving”.
Only those people able to give more are
being asked to give more. And as mentioned earlier, this is a long-range goal.
It will take time. But by starting now with
small steps, we will make the difference
needed to allow our parish to do the
Lord’s work, for our own members and
for those in our greater community.

While the work of many of our ministries has slowed due to COVID-19 restrictions, the need
for our ministries has never been greater. Stepping up now and moving towards these
stewardship goals will ensure that our parish and its ministries will be well positioned to do
critical outreach and provide the many services, as we have in the past, when we are safely
allowed to do so.
Our 2021 Stewardship Ask:
•

We ask that you stay engaged with our parish by attending liturgy weekly, either in person or online. This is the highest priority.

•

We ask that you stay engaged with each other to strengthen and add joy to the
lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Make a phone call, send a quick
text, or mail a card to a parishioner that you haven’t seen in months.

•

We ask that you consider your gifts of time and talents and how they can be
used weekly at our parish.

•

We ask that you prayerfully and honestly look at your finances and decide what
percentage of your income you can give for your stewardship offering.

•

We ask that you take advantage of the convenience of automated online
monthly transfers in making your financial stewardship gifts, ensuring the timely payment and fulfillment of your pledge.

•

And finally, we ask that, to the degree you are able, you round up your financial
gift to the next percentage point (or even half-percentage point) starting right
now.

By doing these things, we will be ensuring that the richness of our parish exists not by
simply meeting its expenses, but in the ability to serve others in His name, as we have
been asked to do.

continued ➔
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STEWARDSHIP - continued
BOX A
This illustration shows how impactful the “round-up” and “percent giving” concept
is.
The GOCA 2020 median stewardship pledge is $500. King County’s 2020 median
household income is $80,000 (adjusted for inflation from 2016 data published on
King County’s website). Assuming this income for a typical GOCA household, the current median stewardship offering is 0.63%. A “round-up” to 1.0% produces a new
stewardship pledge of $800 for 2021; an annual increase of $300 or less than “a
dollar a day”. If this small increase is applied to all our GOCA stewardship households, our annual income increases by $67,800!

As a reference, our budgeted 2019 fundraiser income (Bite of Greece, Holiday Dinner/Bake Sale) was $75,000.
In 2022 this typical GOCA household increases to a 2% pledge of $1,600 (assuming
no change to income), which is an annual increase of $800 from the 2021 pledge
of $800. This additional 1% increases our annual income a further $248,600, on
top of the $67,800 from the previous year.

continued ➔
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STEWARDSHIP - continued
BOX B

The “percent giving” methodology, implemented initially with this “round-up” strategy, will easily transition our parish from a fundraising to a tithing community, allowing us to enrich/expand both our internal and external ministries.
A most gracious thank you to our 2021 Stewardship Team!
A thank you to Athena Sarantinos for her excellent stewardship write-up. To George
Peppes for his amazing visuals (above) and for helping us understand the impact of
percent giving. To Dimos Katsis for his excellent meeting notes and for his rapid
critical analysis of all the ideas offered at our meetings. And a thank you to Kristina
Mehas for her excellent work in reviewing all the details offered in writing and for
the development, and purchase of, the stewardship cards and brochures for 2021.
At our last stewardship meeting, we realized we’ll need to expand our stewardship
team in order to accomplish our stewardship task for 2021. If you are interested in
offering your time and talents to this ministry, please contact any of the team members above, either directly, or through the parish office.
Thank you!
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MINISTRY UPDATES

T

hroughout this COVID-19 pandemic, the following ministries continue to function:

STUDIES IN THE FAITH: ADULT CATECHISM

Studies in the Faith meets every Thursday evening, via ZOOM, from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. This
class is for all: Orthodox Christians, catechumens, and seekers. Those parishioners who
have graduated from high school and are eighteen years of age and older are invited to
participate. This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about, and strengthen, your Orthodox Christian Faith. You may join us for all or some of the topics offered below. For catechumens wishing to become Orthodox, this class is required. If you are interested in participating,
please
forward
your
request
to
Fr.
Dean’s
e-mail
at
frdean@assumptionseattle.org and we’ll send you the Zoom invitation and password.
Topics to be covered in November:
•
•
•
•

Thurs., November 5th: Theosis (Part 1) - An Orthodox Perspective on Spiritual Growth
Thurs., November 12th: Theosis (Part 2) - Salvation, Life After Death
Thurs., November 19th: The Sacramental Life of the Church (Part 1)
Thurs., November 26th: Thanksgiving Day Holiday - No Class

MEN’S MINISTRY FELLO WSHIP
Our Assumption Men’s Ministry Fellowship continues to meet once a month, on the last Monday evening of every month. We have almost
completed our review of St. Porphyrios’ book
Wounded By Love: The Life and Wisdom of
Saint Porphyrios. At our November meeting
we’ll discuss St. Porphyrios’ writing on illness.
So often illness has no meaning, and we see
illness only as a vehicle toward suffering. St.
Porphyrios acknowledges that illness brings
suffering. He also teaches us that through illness we can acquire the grace of God.

The ministry provides us the opportunity to grow spiritually while at the same time provides
a vehicle for fellowship. This is important, as all too often, men find themselves isolated. If
you have graduated from High School and are eighteen years of age or older, you may join
our fellowship. Please e-mail Andrew Manolides at amanolides0815@gmail.com for details.
Since the pandemic we have been meeting via ZOOM. However, the COVID-19 rules now
allow the gathering of small groups, five or less, excluding the priest, once every week.
Hence, while offering a ZOOM option, we will also begin meeting in small groups.
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

P

hiloptochos is planning a ZOOM meeting for Tuesday evening, November 3rd at 7:00 pm. An
agenda and ZOOM link to the meeting will be sent via email. We will be discussing upcoming
philanthropic projects and other items. Everyone is welcome and we look forward to your participation.

C l ar a’ s Ba g s f or A ng e l in e ’ s D ay C e nt er
Although we are unable to provide bags this year due to the corona virus, Angeline's Day Center is
collecting gift cards and scarf, hat and glove sets.

•
•
•

Target Gift Cards $20
Starbucks Gift Cards $5
Scarf, Hat & Glove Sets

If you are interested in donating a gift card, please label the gift card "Clara's Bags" and place in the
grey lock box in the Fellowship Hall. Any scarf, hat or glove sets can be placed in the box across
from the Assumption Bookstore in the Fellowship Hall. Also, any donations may be mailed to the
church—attention Philoptochos.
The deadline for contributions is December 6th.
Please reach out with any questions or donation coordination at jtcanyon@yahoo.com. Thank you!
- Jodie Hulbert

V ir t u a l A dv e nt G iv in g T re e
The Virtual Advent Christmas Tree is also going with gift cards this year due to the virus. If you
would like to donate a gift card to a needy child, please send them to the church labeling the donation for Philoptochos----Advent Tree. The deadline is December 6th.

Teresa Delarose

Philoptochos Co-President

GREEKS IN WASHINGTON

F

resh from the Collection -- our latest books from the GreekAmerican Historical Museum are now available. A Place at the
Table took readers through historic Greek restaurants in Western
Washington from 1900-1970. Now the next chapter, A Place at the
Table Vol. 2 adds many modern favorites to the collection -- including restaurants you can visit today!
Cost is $30 and all proceeds support museum operations. Contact
info@greeksinwashington.org to order.
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BITE OF GREECE UPDATE

D

ear Assumption Family,

We hope you are all doing well and staying safe. We
wanted to give you an update on some decisions that
have been made regarding the Bite of Greece this year.
We have heard from quite a few of you regarding very
innovative solutions for having the Bite this year. However, upon reflection and discussion with the Parish Council, we have decided not to hold the Bite of Greece this
year in any iteration. We are working with the Parish Council on ideas for outreach and for
re-cooperating the revenue usually brought in by the Bite.
We want to thank you all so much for your efforts so far. We hope that we can all reconvene and continue our efforts for the Bite in the coming year. In the meantime, we will be
working on a way to sell the spanakopita and tiropita that was so lovingly made.
As always, please let us know if you have any questions or suggestions. We look forward to
working with you all again soon.
In Christ,

Kristina and Alexis

ASSUMPTION ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

A

s King County is still in phase two of the COVID reopening plan, we are continuing to assign
one altar server per Liturgy. Once we enter phase three, we will be able to assign two adult
acolytes per Liturgy with one acolyte standing on the north side and one acolyte standing on the
south side of the altar. Please continue to keep this COVID journey in your prayers that we may be
delivered from this pandemic.
Below is the acolyte schedule for November through the first Sunday in December:
Sunday, November 1st: Manny Xenos
Sunday, November 8th: Yianni Cardaras
Sunday, November 15th: Gus Mehas
Sunday, November 22nd: Niko Pamboukas
Sunday, November 29th: Dan Maschinsky
Sunday, December 6th: Nick Cosmakos
As always, if you are not able to attend Liturgy on your assigned Sunday, please let me know.

+Fr. Dean Kouldukis
PAGE
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PARISH ASSEMBLY - NOV. 15 t h
AGENDA - PARISH ASSEMBLY - TELECONFERENCE ZOOM MEETING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15th ~ Noon - 1:30 pm
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading
(Fr. Dean)

Election of Chair
(Niko Pamboukas)

How Has COVID Affected our Parish?
(Fr. Dean/Niko Pamboukas)

Approval of Minutes from Nov 24th, 2019 Meeting
(Christina Siaterlis)

2020 Stewardship Report
(Dimos Katsis)

2021 Stewardship Vision and Goals
(Stewardship Team)

Budget for 2021 – Discussion and Approval
(Justin Franklin)

Update on Parish Council Seats
(Niko Pamboukas)

2020 San Francisco Metropolis Clergy-Laity Assembly
(Fr. Dean / John Skandalis)

2020 National Clergy Laity Congress Report
(Fr. Dean)

Church Renovation Project Report
(Rachael Pamboukas)

Audit Committee Nominations for 2019/2020 Audit
Old Business
New Business
Comments for the Good of the Community
Fr. Dean’s Comments
Adjourn
Closing Prayer
(Fr. Dean)
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GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION

NOVEMBER 2020
Sun
1

Mon

Tue

2

3

5thSUNDAY OF
LUKE
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

Thu
5

Fri
6

9:30 am
Cooking for the
Homeless
(Society of St. John
the Almsgiver)

Sat
7
4:00 pm Great
Vespers

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICE*

7:00 pm Studies in the
Faith via ZOOM

9
7th SUNDAY OF
LUKE
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

10
ST. NEKTARIOS
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

16

8th SUNDAY OF
LUKE

11

12

6:00 pm Parish
Council
Meeting via ZOOM

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

15

4

7:00 pm Philoptochos
General Meeting
via ZOOM

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

8

Wed

17

18

8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

7:00 pm Studies in the
Faith via ZOOM

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES

20

7:00 pm Studies in the
Faith via ZOOM

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

14

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

19

ST. MATTHEW
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

NATIVITY FAST
BEGINS

13

9:30 am
Cooking for the
Homeless
(Society of St. John
the Almsgiver)

ST. PHILIP
6:00 am Matins
7:15 am Liturgy
9:00 am Event with Dr.
Albert Rossi via ZOOM
4:00 pm Great
Vespers
*RESTRICTED SERVICES*

21
ENTRANCE OF THE
THEOTOKOS

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
4:00 pm Vespers
*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

*RESTRICTED*

22

23

24

25

9th SUNDAY OF
LUKE
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

29

30

13th SUNDAY OF
LUKE
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

26

ST. CATHERINE
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

PLEASE NOTE: At this time,
due to restrictions relating to
the COVID-19 pandemic and
recommendations from Met.
Gerasimos, these services
are restricted to 40 persons.
If you wish to attend a
service, please reserve a
spot by clicking <<here>>. If
you are unable to attend a
service in person, please
navigate to our Assumption
Church website where you
can grab a link to the service
via our live stream.

ST. ANDREW
8:45 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICES*

7:00 pm Men’s Ministry
Meeting via ZOOM

27

THANKSGIVING
DAY HOLIDAY
PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

28
4:00 pm Great
Vespers
*RESTRICTED*
*SERVICE*

Strict Fast
Wine/Oil
Allowed
Dairy
Allowed
Fish
Allowed

MATINS GOSPEL & TONE SCHEDULE
Sunday
1
8
15
22
29

Gospel
10
11
1
2
3

Tone

Fourth
Plagal First
Plagal Second
Grave
Plagal Fourth

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC,
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CURRENTLY
CLOSED TO VISITORS.
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