THE GOOD NEWS
T h e Mo n t h ly Bu l le t i n o f t he G r ee k O r th o dox C hu rc h of th e A s s um p t i o n

Volume 22, Issue 9

September, 2017

GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH
OF THE ASSUMPTION
1804 13th AVENUE
SEATTLE, WA 98122
Rev. Fr. Dean Kouldukis
Rev. Fr. Michael Johnson

Missions
Carolyn Evangeline
(401) 617-1109

Parish Office Hours

Chanters
John Stiles
(360) 480-3944

Camp Agape NW
Andrea Gray
(206) 310-2459

M-TH 11:30 am - 6:30 pm
Telephone (206) 323-8557
assumptionseattle.org

Byzantine Chant Classes
Vasilis Fournarakis
(206) 437-1068

Parish Office Manager
Jillian Chandler
(206) 323-8557
parishoffice@
assumptionseattle.org

Greek Dance Groups
Voula Xenos
(206) 784-7644

Parish Office Bookkeeper
Joe Howe
Parish Accounting Office
(206) 323-7230

Church School
Rachael Pamboukas
(425) 432-2786

accounting@
assumptionseattle.org

St. Catherine
Philoptochos
Kristina Mehas
(206) 232-8690

Parish Events Manager
Corinda LeClair
(206) 432-1801

St. John the Almsgiver
Basil Papahronis
(206) 923-0449

Parish Council
Gus Mehas, President
(206) 321-9875

Stewardship
Dimos Katsis
(240) 383-9000

Parish Treasurer
William Howe
(206) 999-9176

YAL
Steven Miller
(406) 696-0057

Assumption Bookstore
Trilby Coolidge
(360) 221-7650
Fellowship Hour
Ingrid Papahronis
(206) 932-8085

Youth Ministry
Fr. Michael Johnson
(206) 420-1728

St. Euphrosynos the Cook - September 11

PATRIARCHAL MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST OF THE INDICTION & DAY OF
PROTECTION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Prot. No. 702
+BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy
Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the Plentitude of the Church: Grace, peace and mercy
From the Creator of All, our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ

B
His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew

eloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

With God’s grace, today we enter the new ecclesiastical year,
even as we continue to provide witness “through him who loved
us” (Romans 8.38) and “give an account for the hope that lies
in us” (1 Peter 3.15), living in the Church, in Christ and according to Christ, who promised to be with us “all the days of our life,
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28.20)

Twenty-eight years have passed since the synodal decree of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate to establish the Feast of the Indiction
as the “Day of Protection for the Environment,” when we offer
prayers and supplications at the sacred Center of Orthodoxy “for all creation.” The relevant patriarchal
encyclical (September 1, 1989) invited all Orthodox and other Christian faithful on this day to lift up
prayers of thanksgiving to the Creator of all for “the great gift of Creation” along with petitions for its
preservation.
We express our joy and satisfaction for the broad reception and fruitful influence of this initiative by the
Church of Constantinople. We demonstrated the spiritual roots of the ecological crisis as well as the
need to repent and prioritize the values of contemporary humankind. We affirmed that the exploitation
and destruction of creation constitute a perversion and distortion of the Christian ethos, rather than the
inevitable consequence of the biblical command to “increase and multiply” (Genesis 1.22), but also that
our anti-ecological conduct is an offense to the Creator and a transgression of his commandments, ultimately working against the authentic destiny of the human person. There cannot be any sustainable
development at the expense of spiritual values and the natural environment.
The Holy and Great Church of Christ has championed and continues to champion the eco-friendly dynamic of our Orthodox faith, emphasizing the Eucharistic purpose of creation, the response of the faithful as “priest” of creation in an effort to offer it unceasingly to the Creator of all, as well as the principle
of asceticism as the response to the modern sense of gratification. Indeed, respect for creation belongs
to the very core of our orthodox tradition.
We are especially disturbed by the fact that, while it is clear that the ecological crisis is constantly escalating, in the name of financial growth and technological development, humanity has become oblivious
to the global appeals for radical change in our attitude toward creation. It is obvious that the resulting
deformation and devastation of the natural environment is a direct consequence of a specific model of
economic progress, which is nevertheless indifferent to its ecological repercussions. The short-term benefits dictated by the rise of living standards in some parts of the world simply camouflage the irrationality of abuse and conquest of creation. Corporate business that does not respect the planet as our comcontinued 
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mon home cannot be sanctioned as business at all. The contemporary unrestrained commerce of globalization goes hand-in-hand with the spectacular development of science and technology, which despite
manifold advantages is also accompanied by an arrogance over and abuse of nature. Modern man knows
this very well, but acts as if he is entirely unaware. We know that nature is not restored and renewed endlessly; yet we ignore the negative implications of “trading” in the environment. This explosive combination
of unrestrained commerce and science – that is to say, the limitless confidence in the power of science
and technology – merely increases the risks threatening the integrity of creation and humankind.
The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church spelled out with wisdom and clarity the dangers of
“autotomizing economy” or separating economy from the vital needs of humanity that are only served
within a sustainable environment. Instead, it proposed an economy “founded on the principles of the Gospel”1 in order to address the modern ecological challenge “on the basis of the principles of the Christian
tradition.”2 In response to the threats of our age, the tradition of the Church demands “a radical change
of attitude and conduct”; in response to the ecological crisis, it proposes a spirit of asceticism, “frugality
and abstinence”3; in response to our ”greed,”4 it calls for “the deification of our needs and attitude of acquisition.”5 The Holy and Great Council also emphatically referred to the “social dimensions and tragic
consequences of destroying the natural environment.”6
Therefore, echoing the decisions of this Council, we too underline through this encyclical the close connection between ecological and social issues, as well as their common roots that lie in the “imprudent
heart” that is fallen and sinful as well as in the inappropriate use of our God-given values,” by spiritual
and ethical damage. When material possessions dominate our heart and mind, then our attitude toward
our fellow human beings and toward creation inevitably becomes possessive and abusive. In biblical
terms, the “bad tree” always “produces evil fruit.” (Matthew 7.17) Furthermore, by extension, we would
underline that respecting creation and other people share the same spiritual source and origin, namely
our renewal in Christ and spiritual freedom. Just as environmental destruction is related to social injustice, so too an ecofriendly attitude is inseparable from social solidarity.
What also becomes apparent is that the solution to the multi-faceted contemporary human crisis – namely, the crisis facing human culture and the natural environment – demands a multi-dimensional mobilization and joint effort. Much as every other vital problem, the underlying and interconnected ecological and
social crisis cannot possibly be addressed without inter-Christian and inter-religious collaboration. Therefore, dialogue becomes the fertile ground for promoting existing ecofriendly and social traditions in order
to stimulate environmental and communal discussion, while at the same time initiating a constructive
criticism of progress understood exclusively in technological and economic terms at the expense of creation and civilization.
In closing, we once again reiterate the inseparable nature of respecting creation and humanity, and we
call upon all people of good will to undertake the good struggle for the protection of the natural environment and the establishment of solidarity. May the Lord and giver of all good things, through the intercessions of the all-blessed Mother of God, grant all of you “a burning within your hearts for all creation” 7 and
“a stirring of love and good works.” (Hebrews 10.24) 

+ Bartholomew of Constantinople
Your fervent supplicant before God

_________________________________
1 Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council, paragraph 15.
2 Encyclical, paragraph 10.
3 “The Mission of the Orthodox Church in the Contemporary World,” paragraph 10.
4 “The Mission,” paragraph 10.
5 Encyclical, paragraph 14.
6 Encyclical, paragraph 14.
7 Isaac the Syrian, Ascetical Treatises, Homily 81
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August 18, 2017

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America
Response to Racist Violence in Charlottesville, VA

T

he Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America
stands with all people of good will in condemning the hateful violence and
lamenting the loss of life that resulted from the shameful efforts to promote racial bigotry and white supremacist ideology in Charlottesville, Virginia.
The Orthodox Church emphatically declares that it does not promote, protect or
sanction participation in such reprehensible acts of hatred, racism, and discrimination, and proclaims that such beliefs and behaviors have no place in any community based in respect for the law and faith in a loving God.
The essence of the Christian Gospel and the spirit of the Orthodox Tradition are
entirely and self-evidently incompatible with ideologies that declare the superiority of any race over another. Our God shows no partiality or favoritism
(Deuteronomy 10:17, Romans 2:11). Our Lord Jesus Christ broke down the dividing wall of hostility that had separated God from humans and humans from each
other (Ephesians 2:14). In Christ Jesus, the Church proclaims, there can be neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male or female, but all are one (Galatians
3:28). Furthermore, we call on one another to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather to expose them (Ephesians 5:11). And what
is darkness if not hatred? The one who hates his brother is in the darkness and
walks in the darkness (1 John 2:11)!
Furthermore, in 1872, Hierarchs from around the world assembled in Constantinople and denounced all forms of xenophobia and chauvinism (phyletism). They
agreed that the promotion of racial or national supremacy and ethnic bias or dissension in the Church of Christ is to be censured as contrary to the sacred teachings of the Christian Gospel and the holy canons of the Church. It is formally condemned as heresy, the strongest category of false teaching.
Finally, such actions as we have witnessed in recent days, by self-proclaimed
continued 
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white supremacists, neo-Nazis, and various racists and fascists, betray the core
human values of love and solidarity. In this, we pray wholeheartedly for the families of those who lost their lives or suffered in these tragic events. In like manner,
we cannot condone any form of revenge or retaliation by any group or individual.
Therefore, we fervently appeal to every person of good will, and especially the
leaders of our great nation, to consider and adopt ways of reconciling differences
in order to rise above any and all discrimination in our history, our present, and
our future. 

Orthodox Christians throughout the world pray for peace. Read the official response of Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America to Racist Violence in Charlottesville, VA.
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 am Matins ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy ~ 4:00 pm Vespers
Friday, Sept. 1 / Beginning of the
Ecclesiastical Year
8:15 am Matins at St. Demetrios GOC
9:30 am Liturgy at St. Demetrios GOC
Epistle: I Timothy 2:1-7
Gospel: Luke 4:16-22
Sunday, Sept. 3 / 13th Sunday of
Matthew
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: I Corinthians 16:13-24
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42



Monday, September 18
10:45 am Prayers at the 3rd Hour
Sun., Sept. 24 / 1st Sunday of Luke
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: II Timothy 3:10-15
Gospel: Luke 5:1-11
Monday, September 25
10:45 am Prayers at the 3rd Hour

Thursday, Sept. 7 / Nativity of the
Theotokos (in anticipation)
6:30 pm Matins
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28

Tuesday, September 26 / St. John the
Theologian
8:15 am Matins at St. Demetrios GOC
9:30 am Liturgy at St. Demetrios GOC
Epistle: I John 4:12-19
Gospel: John 19:25-27; 21:24-25

Sunday, Sept. 10 / Sunday before
Holy Cross
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18
Gospel: John 3:13-17
Wed., Sept. 13 / Exaltation of the
Holy Cross (in anticipation)
6:30 pm Matins
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy
Epistle: I Corinthians 1:18-24
Gospel: John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30
Saturday, September 16
5:30 pm Great Vespers St. Sophia
GOC in Bellingham (followed by a light
reception)

Sunday, Sept. 17 / Sunday after Holy
Cross
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20
Gospel: Matthew 8:34-38; 9:1
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A REFLECTION FROM FR. DEAN...

D

ear Beloved Parishioners,

If you look at the statistics on Church attendance over the last sixty years, you’ll be startled at what is
being reported. After World War Two and the Korean War, Church attendance peaked in the mid1950’s with 74% of Americans being present in Church on any given Sunday. Sixty years later, in 2010,
that average has declined to 42%. Taking “over-reporting” into account, some feel the 2010 average is
actually closer to 30%. This thirty percent plus decline in Church attendance over the last sixty years is
nationwide and all Christian denominations are affected.
I wasn’t able to find any statistics regarding attendance trends specific to Orthodox Churches, however,
I feel the Orthodox faith has fared much better than the national statistics. I believe this to be true
simply because fifty years ago there were only six Orthodox Churches in the state of Washington (5
Greek, 1 OCA). Today there are twenty-nine Orthodox Churches in the state of Washington (9 Antiochian, 7 Greek, 7 OCA, 3 ROCOR, 2 Serbian and 1 Romanian) and two monasteries (1 Greek, 1 ROCOR). A
surge of growth in the number of people who have become Orthodox has accompanied the increase in
parishes.
One national trend is the trend of the “nones.” The nones are defined as those individuals who have no
Church affiliation but who consider themselves spiritual. Although some who identify as nones are
atheists and some agnostic, the majority state that they have a relationship with God but do not associate themselves with any particular faith denomination. This trend is the greatest among the millennials, those who were born between 1990 and 1996 but is by no means limited to this generation.
You might be thinking, what does all of this have to do with us as Orthodox Christians? I think we need
to acknowledge that religious national trends also affect us as Orthodox Christians. Perhaps some of
us, like the nones, subscribe to the belief that we can be spiritual but we don’t have to be religious to
be an Orthodox Christian. In other words, I can be a good Orthodox Christian but I don’t have to attend
Liturgy, pray, fast, give alms, go to confession or cultivate a relationship with a spiritual father to whom I
am accountable. I can pick and choose the doctrines and beliefs that I agree with and disregard the
ones I don’t. What’s most important is that God will love me while I determine for myself how to live my
Orthodox faith. Perhaps some of us feel the same way.
You might be thinking, “Yes Father, this is what I believe, so what’s wrong with this approach?” The
answer to this is simple: The faith of the nones is based on what feels good and right. The problem
with this approach is that emotion by itself is not a powerful enough motivator to institute change in a
person’s life. Our Orthodox community of faith is where change takes place in our lives. Emotions
alone will not accomplish this long term. Only a commitment to walking your journey of life with others
where we can be challenged in the context of our faith, in the context of community in Christ, will your
faith truly make a difference in your life. The Israelites of the Old Testament who constantly walked
away from God in their search for life and faith discovered this many times over. The beloved Saints of
our Church did not become holy on their own but in the context of a faith community where their desire
to be whole, to be healed, to be fulfilled in life transcended their emotion.
So in the end, what does this mean for us? If you subscribe to the principles of the “nones” as described above, begin by attending Liturgy. Offer your stewardship of time to the Liturgy and to an Orthodox faith community. Connect yourself to an Orthodox community even if you don’t believe everything
espoused by the Orthodox Church. It may be difficult to be challenged at times, but in the end it’s always better. Perhaps this is what those who are joining the Orthodox faith have discovered. 
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR

P

lease stay for a while after Liturgy and join us for refreshments. All are welcome!

Thank you to our friends and families who hosted a Fellowship Hour in August: Manda Bekris & family; the families of
the Church Founders, Mary Lou Barton, Joanne Zarkades
and John & Laurie Skandalis.
In September, we have two Sundays available to host:
 Sept. 03: AVAILABLE TO HOST
 Sept. 10: AVAILABLE TO HOST
 Sept. 17: St. Catherine Philoptochos in support of

Hellenic College Holy Cross
 Sept. 24: Andrea Mann - Asia Minor Memorial

In October, four Sundays are available to host:






October 01: AVAILABLE TO HOST
October 08: AVAILABLE TO HOST
October 15: AVAILABLE TO HOST
October 22: AVAILABLE TO HOST
October 29: St. Catherine Philoptochos for Sts. Cosmas & Damian

Hosting a Fellowship Hour is a great way to honor a loved one for
their nameday, birthday, anniversary or any special occasion.

For more information on hosting a Fellowship Hour please
view the Guidelines at the Assumption home website,

USHERS
&
READERS
Sunday, Sept. 03
Ushers: William Howe &
James Prekeges
Close: Straton
Spyropoulos
Reader: Larry Fly

Sunday, Sept. 10
Usher: Christina Siaterlis
Close: Niko Pamboukas
Reader: Athena Martinez

Sunday, Sept. 17
Ushers: Jim Cox & Kosta
Pamboukas
Close: Chris Pamboukas
Reader: Steve Miller

http://www.assumptionseattle.org/
or on our members only website,
http://assumptionseattle.360unite.com/groups/fellowship-hour.

If you would like to host a Fellowship Hour, please contact
me at (206) 932-8085, or via email at
papahronism@wwdb.org .

Sunday, Sept. 24
Ushers: Ron Delarose &
William Howe
Close: Gus Mehas
Reader: Penny Peppes

Thank you for serving!

Ingrid Papahronis

Coordinator - Fellowship Hour
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BOOKKEEPER’S SUMMARY
GENERAL FUND

JULY

YTD

$20,672

$157,351

Dollar-a-Day Income

2,202

22,444

Other Revenue

9,380

118,494

TOTAL REVENUE

32,254

REVENUE
Stewardship Collected

( 31,337 )

TOTAL EXPENSES

JOE HOWE
Assumption Bookkeeper

917

NET PROFIT

YTD REVENUE (through 7-31-17)

$298,288

YTD EXPENSES (through 7-31-17)

( 286,017 )
$12,271

YTD NET PROFIT

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Number of Steward Families: 214
2017 Budgeted Stewardship
Stewardship Pledged (through 04-30-17)
Pledges needed to meet Stewardship Goal

$300,000
228,887
71,113

Stewardship Collected (through 07-31-17)
Regular Stewardship

$157,351

Budgeted to Date

175,000

Unpaid Pledged Stewardship Balance

$71,536
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AIGNER, Rob & Tina Pappas
ALLAMANO, Ann
AMORATIS, Anthony & Sophie
ANDERSON, Larry & Kate
ANTONOPOULOS, Nikos
APOSTOLOU, Elias & Stella
APOSTOLOU, K.G. & Kostoula
ARGERES, Peter & Diana
ARGUE, Clifford & Theodora
ATHAN, Steve & Anna
ATHANS, Eleni & George Bariames
ATHANS, Emmanuel
ATHANS, John & Stella
ATTIAS, Anna
AVERKIOU, Michalakis & Xenia
AVGERIS, Christine
BARBACHAN, Hugo & Popee
BARBAS, E. Anthe
BAROKAS, Marie
BAROKAS, Vasso
BARTON, Roger & Mary Lou
BASS, Steve & Stella
BEKRIS, Chris & Manda
BLACKSTONE, Cleo
BLACKWELL, Neena
BOYD, Raymond & Christine
BRATSANOS, Rose
BUEHRER, Lee
BULBULA, Girma & Alemitu Wakene
CAMERON, Brad
CARDARAS, Vlasios & Voula
CHACHARON, Claire
CHARONI, Nancy
CHARONI, Tim & René
CHARONIS, Mark
CHRISTOFILIS, Mike & Dora
CHRISTOU, Ted & Barbara
CONOM, Joanna
CONOM, Madeline
COOLIDGE, Trilby
COSMAKOS, Nick & Cheryl
COSTACOS, Constantine & Terry
COSTACOS, Jerry & Eva
COX, Maria
CUMMINS III, John
DALLAS-SMITH, Mary
DELAROSE, Ron & Teresa
DELEGANS, George & Alexandra
DELIMITROS, Katherine
DEMENEGAS, Emmanuel & Sapfo
DENNIS, Ryan & Demetra
DIAFOS, Pauli
DIAMOND, Maria
DIAMOND, Nitsa
DIEL, Angeliki
DIMITRIOU, Ted & Kiki
DIMOS, Gabriella
DUBINETS, Konstantin & Julie
EMMONS, Tom & Nancy
ESTEP, Charles & Lina
EVANGELINE, Carolyn
EVANS, Jr., Peter
EXARHOS, Helen
FARMASONIS, Petros & Colleen
FARMER, Joanna
FLY, Larry
FOOTE, Maria & Sophia
FRANKLIN, Justin & Nicole
FRANKS, John & Athanasia
GABRIEL, Laura & Timothy O’Donnell
GEOKEZAS, Demetrios & Eryn

2017 STEWARDS
GEOKEZAS, Maria & David Howard
GEOKEZAS, Meletios & Theodora
GEORGES, Helen
GIANETSAS, Xenia
GINOS, Alexander & Carey Ann
GOULOUMI, Dora Roula
GOVETAS, Eleni
GREENE, Marke & Angela
HENRY, Harry & Eleni
HOWE, William & Maro
HULBERT, Mike & Jodie
HUNT, Kelsey
HUNT, Madeleine
ILES, Catherine
JEWELL, Gavin & Emily
KALASOUNTAS, Helen
KARIS, Terry & Hannah
KATSIS, Dimos & Alexis
KAZAKOS, Georgia
KAZAKOS, Stephano
KEHAYES, Naya & Philip Head
KLAPAKI, Nektaria
KLIEROS-MERCOURIADIS, Pipena
KOHNKE, Ioanna
KOKKONIS, Nick & Jennifer
KOLIOS, Alexandre & Leta
KOSTAKIS, Constantine & Ann
KOULDUKIS, Betty
KOULDUKIS, George
KOULDUKIS, Fr. Dean & Pres. Val
KOUMANTAROS, Yannis & Jenadee
KOURTIS, Angelo & Aphrodite
LACKIE, Randy & Athena
LEE, Nancy & Stuart Anderson
LENES, George & Rita
LENTGIS, Dean & Kathleen
LINARDOS, James & Jan
LING, Maria
LIVIAKIS, Lea & Sam Nadler
LORD, Timothy & Debby
LOTAKIS, Greg
LOTAKIS, Paul
LUCAS, Greta
MacVICAR, Kyle & Marina
MALESIS, Louis & Mary
MALLOS, Steve & Sophia
MANN, Philip & Andrea
MANOLIDES, Andrew & Anastasia
MANOLIDES, Nancy
MANOLIDES, Steven
MANZIERIS, Chris & Kathy
MARCINIAK, Nikoletta & Joseph
MARTINEZ, Christina
MASCHINSKY, Dan & Teresa
MEHAS, Gus & Kristina
MICHAELIDIS, Christina & Darin Smith
MICHAELIDIS, Michael & Elaine
MITALAS, Panagiota
MITALAS, Pete & Demetra
MITCHELL, Cameron & Sofie
MOORE, Georgia
MORRIS, James & Vickie Kolios
NATSIOPOULOS, Louis
NEWTSON, Michael & Elaine
NICON, John & Joann
OJEDA, Ted & Vicky
O’NEIL, Katie
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OSBON, Joymarie
PALLIS, Chris & Vicki
PAMBOUKAS, Chris & Glyka
PAMBOUKAS, Kosta
PAMBOUKAS, Niko & Rachael
PAMPOUKAS, Evangelos & Tasoula
PANTAGES, Tarsi
PAPADOPULOS, Erasmia
PAPAHRONIS, Basil
PAPAHRONIS, Michael & Ingrid
PAPANICOLAOU, Stathis & Joanna
PAPANTOS, Spero & Tina
PAPPAS, Cristina
PAPPAS, George & Ann
PAPPAS, George & Lora
PARALIS, Panagiotis & Asimo
PAULOS, Selamawit
PEPPES, George & Penny
PEPPES, Steve & Popi
PIERIDES, Maria & Nick Gibbons
PIERIDES, Voula
POULOS, Pete
PREKEGES, James
PULAKIS, Joanna
RAKUS, Tom
RIGOPOULOS, Marianne
RONDOS, Sam
SAITES, Betty
SAKELLARIS, John & Penny
SARANTINOS, George & Athena
SARIDAKIS, Arthur
SAYLES, Katerina
SEBOK, Evangelia
SERPANOS, George & Meropi
SIATERLIS, Dimitrios & Christina
SKANDALIS, John & Laurie
SKARLATOS, Nikoletta
SKEPETARIS, Evanthia
SKEPETARIS, Tom & Teresa
SMETHERAM, Philip & Carol
SMETHERAM, Sofia
SOLOMON, Karen
SOUKAS, George & Ritsa
STAFFORD, Stephanie Pulakis
STAMATOYANNOPOULOS, George & Thalia
STOCKER, Bill & Georgi
STUBBS, Sue
TAGIOS, Dino & Sophia
TALERICO, Ed & Joyce
TARLSON, Popi
TAYLOR, Valerie Ann
TEKLE, Selam
TOLIAS, Christto & Dorothea
TOURAS, Antonios, Antonia & Nikolas
TRAPALIS, Dina & Eleni
TREMBANIS, Sophia
TSAKONAS, Sam & Stephanie
TSALAKY, Molly
TSALAKY, Tony
TZIOTIS, Yiannis & Katerina
VASILATOS, Katheryn
VELIS, Stanley
VISINTAINER, James & Irina
VLAHOS, Fotini
WEST, Joann
XENOS, Spiro & Voula
XYDIS, John & Janice
ZAFFEE, Maria
ZAFIROPOULOS, John & Andreanna
ZANIDES, Fran
ZARKADES, Joanne
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ST. CATHERINE PHILOPTOCHOS
Jubilee Women’s Center
Jubilee Women’s Center: Rebuilding Lives, One Extraordinary Woman At A Time

O

n Thursday August 17th, Alexis Katsis, Christine Boyd and Raymond Boyd served a comforting
meal of spaghetti pie, bread, salad and fresh fruit to the women of Jubilee Women's Center. Our littlest volunteer, Vasilios Katsis spent the time checking all the cabinets to see what was
in them and eating lots of grapes. Many thanks to Christine Boyd for all the cooking and Raymond
Boyd for the last minute errands, including getting butter for the bread. As usual, we had many
wonderful and enlightening conversations with the women. Alexis was particularly interested in
their opinions on how to ensure more affordable housing in the area and they were eager to share
along with being well informed. The next meal service will be on September 21st. Please let Alexis
(boyda02@gmail.com; 203-314-5069) know if you would like to help out. All are welcome!"

Dormition Feast Day Luncheon
We were honored and blessed to have Metropolitan Gerasimos, Dn. Evryviadis Champas (Deacon
from Jerusalem), John Boyer (Chanter), Fr. Photios Dumont, Dn. Perry Angelos, and Fr. Daniel Triant
(from St. Demetrios); Fr. Seraphim Majmudar (from St. Nicholas), Fr. John Angelis, Fr. Daniel Armatas (from Holy Resurrection Church), and Fr. Tom Tsagalakis (from Holy Apostles). This contingent
of guests joined Fr. Dean Kouldukis and Fr. Michael Johnson to celebrate the services for the Dormition of the Theotokos. Monday evening Vespers was well attended as was the reception (offered
by the members of the Parish Council) following the service.
Approximately 175 people attended this year’s free will offering luncheon following Divine Liturgy.
They enjoyed Chef Tom Swanton’s herb roasted chicken, orzo, salad, and delicious baklava and
berries dessert. Thanks to Tom Swanton, Corinda LeClair, John Maxwell (our in-house floral expert),
and to all who helped in making our Panagia’s luncheon a memorable success.
Our heartfelt thanks to Pauline Diafos for her generous yearly donation to St. Catherine’s in
memory of her parents, Peter and Effie Wells, Godparents of Church of the Assumption.
Many thanks to John and Soula Franks for their generous donation underwriting the luncheon this
year; making all luncheon proceeds free and clear to benefit the Assumption Church General Fund.
Metropolitan Gerasimos’ remarks at the luncheon indicate that he was very pleased and will make
a return visit soon. Thanks to all who helped make the day a success.
And, of course, many, many thanks to Father Dean and Father Michael for their love, patience, and
guidance to Philoptochos and the community.
Thanks to our Philoptochos Panagia’s Luncheon Committee: Mary Lou Barton, Joanne Zarkades,
Katie O’Neil, Rose Bratsanos, & Marianne Bratsanos.

2017 Alki Picnic
Thanks to one and all for joining us for our annual Alki picnic. We had great weather - not too hot,
not too chilly. With a low tide, some even put their feet in the refreshing Puget Sound. We had
continued 
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ST. CATHERINE PHILOPTOCHOS - cont’d
about 47 attendees who brought a great variety of side dishes and desserts. The hot dogs were
grilled by Tom Swanton. Great job!
Again...thanks to all who attended. While we call this a Philoptochos Picnic, all are invited to join us.
See you July 2018… 
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ORTHODOX FAMILY OUTING...
Our “Parish Family” Enjoys Beautiful Hansville, August 26th

Jodie, Ted and Marianne at the beautiful waterfront home of Sue Stubbs, who
showed true philoxenia in hosting our group. Mt. Baker soars in the background.

T

he view from Sue’s home in Hansville has to be one of the finest anywhere on Washington’s
inland waters. Small wonder since it’s located right on the shipping lane where boats sail in
and out of Puget Sound. Toward evening, we had the unforgettable sight of three cruise ships parading by on their way up the coast to Alaska.
The whole time, there were plenty of different things to do. Some of our people stopped nearby to
enjoy the formal beauty of Heronswood Botanical Garden. The teenagers played croquet on Sue’s
expansive lawn, while some of our fishermen tried their luck from Sue’s beach – following the example of numerous eagles soaring above, then diving into the sea for salmon. All the activity made
everyone hungry, and the tasty food at dinner, mostly from Sue’s kitchen, was as plentiful as the
smiles on our faces.
Participating in the beautiful day were Steve & Anna Athan, Marianne Bratsanos, Rose Bratsanos,
Jerry & Eva Costacos, Ted & Kiki Dimitriou, Thalia Dinos, Larry Fly, Alex & Carey Ann Ginos with sons
Jason, Leo and Aiden, Mike & Jodie Hulbert (Sue’s daughter), with their daughter, Kathryn, Fr. Michael Johnson, Georgia Kazakos, Basil Papahronis, Jacob Perlman (Sue’s grandson), Laurie Skandalis, and our wonderful hostess, Sue Stubbs. 
Hopefully the photos on the following pages will give everyone a sense of being there continued 
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02 The beautiful setting in Sue’s yard overlooking the sea. L-R: Alex (getting his fishing gear ready),
Jerry, Dodie visiting with Kiki, Ted, Anna (in the shadow), Larry, Laurie, Marianne, Mike.
03 At the Heronswood Botanical Garden: (front) Rose, Anna, Steve; (back) Fr. Michael. (Marianne,
Laurie and Basil also enjoyed the site.)
04 Jason, casting into the surf from Sue’s beach.
05 Aiden (right) addressing the croquet ball, while in the background his brother, Leo, waits his
turn.
06 Sue (right), ever the caring hostess, during a rare opportunity to sit down. Here she shares a
moment with Thalia.
07 [large photo] Sue and her neighbors are very patriotic – each with an American flag flying. Here
a Princess cruise ship seems to be sailing among them.
08 Who wouldn’t be patriotic with all the American eagles in the area? These two, seen in a tree
near Sue’s home, were taking some time out from fishing.
09 Eva passing through the food line. Nothing better than the meal at a Greek Orthodox event!
10 Jason finishing up some tasty pie for dessert. (Fortunately, his mom, Carey Ann, brought it to
share.)
11 One more look at an enormous cruise liner, seen from Sue’s yard, passing in front of Mt. Baker
as it goes by. As beautiful as faraway locations might be, you had to wonder, “Why go on a cruise,
when you could go to Hansville”?

2

continued 
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ORTHODOX FAMILY OUTING - cont’d
7
8

4

3
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ORTHODOX FAMILY OUTING - cont’d
6

5

9

10
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SAVE THE DATE...
Parish Plans Fall Family Outing, Sat.-Sun., Sept. 30-Oct. 1

From bluffs high above the sea, we look back at the entrance to Ebey’s Landing
State Park on historic Whidbey Island.

L

ast year, our family event took place in beautiful Goldendale, in eastern Washington. This year
we’d like to stick a bit closer to home. A leading candidate for the site of this year’s family
weekend is Whidbey Island, just 30 miles north of Seattle. On August 12 th, our parish men’s group
did us the favor of holding a hike there, giving us a chance for a close-up look at what the island
has to offer. As the photos show, it’s a truly magnificent venue.
Participating in the event were Andrew Manolides, who head’s up our men’s group program; also
Steve Kalpaxis and Gus Mehas, along with Father Dean and Father Michael.
Our parish families with kids - along with all of our parish family - should keep September 30
through October 1 open. We’ll be sending out more event information soon. Meanwhile, the photos
on the next page should give you a good look at this unique and scenic area, not “that far” from
home. 
Photos of an unforgettable outing:
02 Heading across the bluffs above the blue inland waters far below. L-R: Andrew (with dog, Chili);
Gus, Steve, Father Dean.
03 A quick break to take in the scenery. L-R: Father Dean, Steve, Gus, Andrew (and Chili).
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04 Descending for a return hike along the beach. Back to front: Andrew with Chili, Gus, Steve, Father Dean.
05 On the sparkling beach – Andrew and Chili.
06 Father Dean about to enjoy an energy bar.
07 Whidbey Island extends to the northern reaches of Puget Sound, skirting the shipping lanes.
Here a huge Hapag-Lloyd container ship appears outbound to the ocean, as gulls swirl in the
sea breeze.

7

6

4
5

2
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STUDIES IN THE FAITH

T

his year, Studies in the Faith will be offered at the Church of the Assumption on Sundays after
Liturgy. We’ll meet from noon to 1:00 PM on most Sundays. Each class will begin with the celebration of Liturgy at 10:00 AM. This year we are combining worship and the class on the same day.
This combination of worship and study is important as Orthodox Christianity is not something that
can be understood by simply reading a book. One must enter into the faith through worship in order
for the faith to be understood. This helps us understand Orthodoxy not as a religious institution, but
rather as a spiritual path where the institution exists to help us with the journey. On this journey we
are invited to be filled more fully with the life and presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Ultimately we must know our faith and live it if we are to witness its transforming power to those whom
our Lord places in our path.
Whether you are Orthodox or not, this class will enhance your understanding of the Orthodox Christian faith. All are welcome to participate.
This year our catechism book will be the excellent text written by Frederica Mathewes-Green entitled “Welcome to the Orthodox Church: An Introduction to Eastern Christianity.” The class will be
primarily a book study with my notes used as a supplement. If you would like to review a sample of
my notes, please go to our parish website at www.assumptionseattle.org and click on the “Fr.
Dean’s Class Material Link” under “Studies in Orthodox Christianity.” You may select and download
any of the topics showing links in blue.
If you are interested in participating in this year’s class, lease R.S.V.P. your intent to me at
frdean@assumptionseattle.org.
Our first meeting will take place on Sunday September 17th. 

O

ur first Men’s Ministry meeting of the new Ecclesiastical year will be held Monday,
September 25th beginning at 6:00 PM at the home of John & Laurie Skandalis (1015
NE 127th St., Seattle, 98125).
All men of the parish are welcomed. Please feel free to join us! 
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BIBLE STUDY

T

his year, our Bible Study

fellowship will discuss
the first book of Samuel in
the Old Testament. The book
of Samuel is mainly devoted
to sharing with us the spiritual
journey of three significant
Old Testament kings; Samuel,
Saul and David. As we seek
to apply this book to our lives,
much can be learned from
these three powerful figures
in the history of Israel and
from their families as well.
For example, Hannah, the mother of Samuel, trusts God to answer her prayers. Due to her barrenness, she was unkindly treated by others. Although Hannah was in pain and in much distress due to
the way she was treated, she nevertheless trusted God to provide her with a child. Ultimately, God
responded to her prayers and Samuel was born.
Certainly, prayer is an important part of our spiritual armor. St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians
reminds us that prayer is vitally important to our spiritual health, and through the imagery of military
armor, reminds us that we are invited to hold fast to our faith that we may battle and resist the
temptations of the devil. All too often we fall away from God in times of distress or we lack trust in
Him, that his loving hand will always guide us and be with us. One of the greatest problems the people of Israel had was that they did not put their hearts into prayer and lacked a trust in God’s providence. Perhaps you have had this same experience in your journey of life.
Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel, chapter 2, is a beautiful example of thanksgiving and gratitude for answered prayers and for the joy that occurs when we put our trust in the Lord.
This year our bible study fellowship will meet on most Mondays. We will begin as always with the
third hour prayer at 10:45 AM followed by Bible Study at 11:00 AM, followed by fellowship and
lunch at noon.
To register for this class, please forward an e-mail to Fr. Dean at frdean@assumptionseattle.org.
The cost of this class is covered by your stewardship; hence there is no fee to register for the class.
This class is open to all. You do not have to be Orthodox to attend. All are welcome. 

Looking forward to walking this journey of faith with you!
September Meeting Schedule: Mondays from 11:00 AM to Noon
September 18th – 1 Samuel 1: The Power of Prayer and Faith
September 25th – 1 Samuel 2: The joyous song of Hannah
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ST. JOHN THE ALMSGIVER

E

veryone is welcome to participate in our ministry of cooking for the Homeless. Our efforts provide a hot meal twice monthly to the men (aged 55 and older) at the St. Martin de Porres shelter in downtown Seattle. We meet every first and second Thursday of the month from 9:00 am to
noon.
Below, please enjoy the pictures from when we cooked together on August 10th. 

 “Super Greek Chef” Katie O’Neil sautéing
the onions on the grill (pasta pots cooking in
the background).

Chuck Seacrest stirring the Béchamel sauce.

 Mel Geokezas making sure that things go
right (hands on his hips). Raymond Boyd and
Steve Kalpaxis (face hidden) are stirring the
cooking pasta pots.
Basil Papahronis
(foreground) is preparing to add pasta water to
the pots.
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Break time! Olive oil tasting session. Seated L-R: Raymond
Boyd, Basil Papahronis, Mel Geokezas, Steve Kalpaxis, Katie O’Neil,
Laurie Skandalis (back of her head) and Chuck Seacrest (red shirt).
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O.C.M.C. MISSIONS

I

continue to work in Guatemala
through the generous support of
Church of the Assumption. So, how
are your prayers and support bearing fruit in the mission in Guatemala? Let me share two recent highlights.
I have seen progress with a group
of young men who are interested in
becoming Orthodox priests in Guatemala. I live in the same complex
with these youths and we pray Matins and Vespers every day; I also
give them talks about the Church
and I practice music with them.
Teaching the young men how to serve as acolytes.
Over the course of this year, they’ve
progressed so much in Matins and Vespers that they easily can celebrate reader’s versions of the
services by themselves. When it comes to music, I love how eager they are to learn! Sometimes at
night, while I am working on my computer, I can hear them practicing different apolytikia downstairs and recently they learned the hymns of the Dormition and of the Exaltation of the Cross.
Please pray especially for the three most advanced men in the group: Sebastian, Jorge, and Antonio. We hope they will become ordained eventually!
There also is great news from the Orthodox clinic in Guatemala. The clinic is run by a young community health worker named Juana. Recently she applied to attend medical school to become a
doctor, and she was accepted! So we have begun a fundraising project to help her with the financial burden of medical school because she comes from a very humble family that does not have a
car or even a motorcycle. We want to support her because has shown herself to be an incredible
leader who has vision and dedication. Since Juana was 12 years old
she continued dreaming an impossible dream of becoming a doctor;
but now that dream is becoming
possible through the Orthodox mission in Guatemala and especially
thanks to your prayers.
My warm greetings to everyone at
Church of the Assumption! I think
of you fondly and continue to remember you in my prayers. 

Jesse Brandow

Juana (on right) helps to treat a patient in the medical clinic.
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GREEKS IN WASHINGTON

G

reeks in Washington and Paul Carkonen present a one-time special showing of the acclaimed movie SWING AWAY the poignant story of a woman who revives
her strength after a bad experience which
results in a cultural awakening benefiting
her, a little girl and others. A great show for
all, not just Greeks or golfers.
The presentation will be held at the Seattle
Center in the JBL Theater of the Museum of
Pop Culture (formerly known as the EMP)
located at 325 5th Avenue North in Seattle.
Admission is $15 and seating is limited so
make your reservation today by calling Paul
Carkonen at (206) 612-6207 or John Nicon
at (206) 325-8554. 
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GREEK LANGUAGE PROGRAM
Greek Language Program at
St. Demetrios

T

he ability to speak a second
language presents numerous
advantages and opportunities. At a
conversational level, Greek language advances one’s general
knowledge, paves a path towards
an experience of cultural learning
and sparks interest in exploring different cultures.
Program Goal: To teach children, youth, and adults conversational Greek language, cultural customs, history and holiday traditions. Through this experience, students take part in
the AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association) sponsored Greek Independence Day and year-end promotional celebrations.
Program Overview: The program offers curriculum for children, youth and adults. Classes
are scheduled to begin the first week of October and run until early June.
· Adult classes: Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 pm.
· Pre-K, grade school, and teen classes: Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 pm. Sunday sessions may be an option depending on interest and enrollment. Please make
your preferred date selection on the registration link below.
·

Tuition is $350 for the school year with a 5% sibling discount. Payment is due at the
first day of class.

·

Meet weekly in the St. Demetrios classrooms.

Teachers and Support: Our volunteers and teachers are committed to sharing their
knowledge of the Greek language and rich culture. Collectively, we are excited to offer such
an enrichment program to the community. With your support and commitment, we are
hopeful to once again have a thriving program.
If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact us at
greekschoolseattle@gmail.com.
Register online here or use this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSf6cxEqkpbF_4syIWu37xuCdlqpoaT7ZBCH19mdtEVe3WTn8A/viewform 
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ASIA MINOR MEMORIAL SERVICE

O

n Sunday, September 24th, a memorial service will be
celebrated in remembrance of our family members
from Asia Minor who suffered during the catastrophe.
The memorial service will be followed by a reception in our
Fellowship Hall sponsored by Asia Minor family members
from our Assumption community. 

Questions? Contact Andrea Mann at
(206) 842-7632 or
andrea.s.t.mann@gmail.com.
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GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION

SEPTEMBER 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Wine/Oil Allowed

Fish Allowed


4

SUNDAY OF
MATTHEW
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

5

13th

10

11

ST. DEMETRIOS FESTIVAL

SUNDAY AFTER
HOLY CROSS

8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
Church School on
Procession Schedule
Philoptochos Luncheon
12:00 pm Studies in the
Faith

24
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy
Asia Minor Memorial
Church School
12:00 pm Studies in the
Faith

13

14

EXALTATION OF
THE HOLY CROSS
(in anticipation)

6:30 pm Matins
7:30 pm Divine
Liturgy

19

20

10:45 am Prayers
at the 3rd Hour
11:00 am Bible
Study
6:00 pm Parish
Council Meeting

10:45 am Prayers at
the 3rd Hour
11:00 am Bible Study
6:00 pm Men’s
Ministry Meeting at the
Skandalis Residence

NATIVITY OF THE
THEOTOKOS
(in anticipation)

FR. DEAN ON VACATION

18

ST. SOPHIA FESTIVAL

9:00 am St. John the
Almsgiver - Cooking for
the Homeless

6:30 pm Matins
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy

12

25

1st SUNDAY OF
LUKE

7
7:00 pm
Small Paraclesis

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

SUNDAY BEFORE
HOLY CROSS
8:30 am Matins
10:00 am Liturgy

17

6

LABOR DAY
HOLIDAY

ST. SOPHIA FESTIVAL

2

ECCLESIASTICAL
NEW YEAR
8:15 am Matins at
St. D’s
9:30 am Divine
Liturgy at St. D’s

Strict Fast

3

Sat

ST. JOHN THE
THEOLOGIAN
8:15 am Matins at
St. D’s
9:30 am Divine
Liturgy at St. D’s

27

ST. SOPHIA FESTIVAL

7:00 pm
Family Wellness
Conference at Holy
Apostles GOC
PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

9:00 am St. John
the Almsgiver Cooking for the
Homeless

21

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

22

28

9

ST. SOPHIA FESTIVAL

9:45 am
Family Wellness
Conference at Holy
Apostles GOC

16

15

4:30 pm
Philoptochos Meal
Service at Jubilee
Women’s Center

26

8

ST. DEMETRIOS
FESTIVAL

5:30 pm Great
Vespers at St.
Sophia GOC in
Bellingham

23

ST. DEMETRIOS
FESTIVAL

PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

30

29
PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED

Annual Orthodox
Family Outing





PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
M - TH 11:30 AM - 6:30 PM ~ (206) 323-8557
(PARISH OFFICE is CLOSED on FRIDAYS)

MATINS GOSPEL & TONE SCHEDULE
Sunday
03
10
17
24

Gospel
2
3
4
5

Tone

Fourth
Plagal First
Plagal Second
Grave
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