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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and 
confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and 
drinking. Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that 
we who here receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament 
carries two pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Bible Studies
9:45 a.m. – Pastor’s Bible study will not meet this week and will resume next Sunday.
9:45 a.m. – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the FLC Library in between services. Contact 

Linda at struck60@gmail.com or Debbie Hill at debbie@lombardihill.com for more 
information.

9:45 a.m. – Study the Bible with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom. This group is currently 
studying the book of James. Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class.

10:00 a.m. - Parents and Tots Sunday School will meet in the Youth room of the FLC.
Children’s Activity Bulletins & quiet bags are available on the welcome table in the Narthex. 

Please return the bags to the table after service.
Confirmation Class & Youth: Confirmation from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Youth begins at 4:00 p.m.



Abiding Savior’s Annual Preschool Pie Supper will be held on Thursday, March 30.  
Proceeds from this sweet event will be used to help furnish a preschool classroom and 
support Meals of Hope. Join us for a free spaghetti dinner followed by a dessert auction.

Wednesday Night Lenten Services & Soup Suppers:  Soup is served in the FLC from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. each Wednesday during Lent. A sign-up sheet to provide soup or bread can be 
found on the narthex table.  Services will take place each Wednesday in March at 7:00 p.m.

VBS 2023 Volunteer meeting will be held on Sunday, March 19 at 12:15 p.m. to begin 
organizing for The Rainforest VBS (July 24-27).  There is a job for every volunteer.  A light 
lunch will be provided.  

Help make Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday!  Join Muriel Young on Saturday, March 25 at 
9:30 a.m. to learn how to make palm crosses for use on Palm Sunday.  Meet in the classroom 
behind the choir room.

Easter Lily Orders:  Place an Easter Lily in the church in memory or in honor of someone 
special in your life.  The cost of each lily is $10.  Order forms with envelopes are available on 
the table in the narthex.  Orders must be turned in by April 3.

Egg Your Yard! Abidings Savior’s Youth Group will fill eggs which can be delivered to your 
yard by our Volunteer Easter Bunnies or picked up at church on Saturday, April 8 (the day 
before Easter). Visit https://abiding-savior-lutheran.square.site to place your order.

Join us for Easter Breakfast between services on Easter Sunday. The cost is $5 per plate and 
you may choose to eat on site or take a box home. You can pre-order at https://abiding-savior-
lutheran.square.site. Proceeds benefit the Youth program at Abiding Savior.

An Easter Egg Hunt for preschool and elementary aged children will be held between services 
on Easter Sunday after breakfast has been served.

Candy donations (non-chocolate) and small non-candy items for the Easter eggs may be placed 
in the narthex.

Employment Opportunities in our Preschool:  Abiding Savior’s preschool is always in need 
of substitute teaching staff and potential teachers and assistants for summer camp and the 
academic school year.  In addition, an afternoon office assistant is needed on a temporary 
basis starting in August. If you or someone you know may be interested, please contact 
Brenda Arden at barden@abidingsavior.info or call the preschool at (352) 331-7770.

Update contact information.  If your address, email or phone number have changed recently, 
please send any updates to the church office.

Monthly Newsletters are emailed. There are also printed copies available on the welcome table 
in the Narthex. Be sure to check it out for information on upcoming events. Email the office 
at office@abidingsavior.info if you would like to be added to the newsletter email list.
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+ Third Sunday in Lent+
+ Preparation +

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 684 Come unto Me, Ye Weary 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Confession and Absolution +

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Confession of Sins 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Absolution [John 20:19–23]

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
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authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Service of the Word +

Introit Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;

let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, let us bow down in worship;

let us kneel before the LORD who made us.

For he is our God,

and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides.

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:

"Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the desert,

Where your fathers tempted me;

they tested me though they had seen my works."

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 

faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1–7 
 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin 

by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but 

there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses 

and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 

with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the 

people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to 

kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, 

“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, 

and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will 

stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water 

shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of 

the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is 

the LORD among us or not?” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 
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Epistle Romans 5:1–8 
 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, 

we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us 

to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one 

will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 

dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Verse John 4:23a

T The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth. 

Holy Gospel John 4:5–26

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 

journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

 7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 

woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 

knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to 

him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you 

get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 

drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone 

who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I 

will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become 
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in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, 

give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered 

him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 

husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 

husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that 

you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will 

you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 

the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking 

such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship 

in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who 

is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who 

speak to you am he.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 
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     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 824 May God Bestow on Us His Grace 

Sermon 

Gathering of Offerings and Prayer Requests 

Voluntary 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 "Saving the One!"   Matthew 18:12-14                             Rev. Ron Biel             
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 

and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 

death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 

on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 



8 

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 

mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks 

that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a 

ransom for many. 

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to 

trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Sit 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn: 425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 

faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
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kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Hymn to Depart: 707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

Postlude 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 



Meals of Hope: Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 20.  Abiding Savior’s 2023 Meals of 
Hope food packing goal is 50,000 meals at a cost of $15,000.  Donations can be made by 

check with “Meals of Hope” in the memo line or through Abiding Savior’s web site giving 
portal.  Workers are needed for two shifts: 9:00-11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
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Anniversaries
Alex & Dallas Mansolo 3/12

Greg & Sallie Miller-House 3/18

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Graham B. Glover, Senior Pastor
Joshua L. Mazur, Director of Music Ministry

8:00 a.m. 
Elder of the month: Mike Brannon

Reader: Kris Pagenkopf

10:45 a.m. 
Elder of the month: Michael Arden
Reader: Liz Torrence

Last Week’s Attendance 
8:00 a.m: 82

10:45 a.m: 46
Total: 128

Midweek Lenten Service 
7:00 p.m:  28

Last Week’s Offering:
Total: $ 10,408

Building Fund: $ 49

Fiscal Year-to-Date 
(7/1/22-3/12/22)

Average attendance: 126
Total offering: $ 247,223

Avg. weekly offering: $ 6,867
Total building: $ 1,862

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
March 19: Fourth Sunday in Lent
First Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

Birthdays
Barbra Moore 3/14
Norma Virden 3/15

Connor Williams 3/16
Linda Gouthro 3/16

Samantha Nuckolls 3/16
Susie Buth 3/17

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – (352) 331-4409 

Connecting Hearts to Jesus
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