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+ Service of Light + 
Prelude  

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Stand 

Versicles 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 



Phos Hilaron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Thanksgiving for Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Psalmody + 

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Psalm Prayer 
P Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 

loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your 

praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify 

You forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

+ Readings + 

Psalm 121 Psalm 121 
L A reading from the 121st Psalm. 
  

1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 

3He will not let your foot be moved; 

 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4Behold, he who keeps Israel 

 will neither slumber nor sleep. 



5The LORD is your keeper; 

 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 

7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

 he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep 

 your going out and your coming in 

 from this time forth and forevermore.  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:1–7 
L A reading from 1 Thessalonians, the fourth chapter. 

  

 1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received 

from us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so 

more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 
3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual 

immorality; 4that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and 

honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one 

transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all 

these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For God has not 

called us for impurity, but in holiness. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 Hebrews 1:1–2a 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Office Hymn: 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

 

Sermon 
 

 

 



+ Canticle + 

Stand 

Magnificat Luke 1:46–55 

 

 

 
 

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessèd. 

  

For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 

and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. (refrain) 

  

He has shown strength with His arm;  

He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 

  

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. (refrain) 

 

+ Prayer + 

Litany 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the 

word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 



  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 

good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 

every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 

those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from 

the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 

the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart: 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 

Postlude  
 

  



 

  



 


