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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and 
confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and 
drinking. Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that 
we who here receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament 
carries two pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Bible Studies
9:45 a.m. – Join Pastor Glover on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study hour in the Fellowship 

Hall for an in-depth discussion on the Augsburg Confession. Presented to the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Charles V, on June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Confession is the first confession of 
faith by the Lutheran reformers. This statement of faith set the stage for what we know as 
Lutheranism today.

9:45 a.m. – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the FLC Library in between services. Contact 
Linda at struck60@gmail.com or Debbie Hill at debbie@lombardihill.com for more 
information.

9:45 a.m. – Study the Bible with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom. This group is currently 
studying the book of James. Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class.

10:00 a.m. - Parents and Tots Sunday School will meet in the Youth room of the FLC.
Children’s Activity Bulletins & quiet bags are available on the welcome table in the Narthex. 

Please return the bags to the table after service.



Time Change! Remember to set your clocks forward an hour for Daylights Savings next  
Sunday, March 12.

Confirmation Class & Youth: Confirmation from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Youth begins at 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Lenten Services & Soup Suppers:  Soup is served in the FLC from  

5:30-6:30 p.m. each Wednesday during Lent. A sign-up sheet to provide soup or bread can be 
found on the narthex table.  Services will take place each Wednesday in March at 7:00 p.m.

Spring Work Day on Saturday,  March 11 starting at 7:30 a.m.  Help us spiffy up the church 
grounds before Easter. We plan to clean out dead vegetation, freshen plantings and spread 
mulch in the flower beds in front of the church and around the parking lot. Bring your gloves 
and favorite yard maintenance tools. There will be donuts for our volunteers.

VBS 2023 Volunteer meeting will be held on Sunday, March 19 at 12:15 p.m. to begin 
organizing for The Rainforest VBS (July 24-27).  There is a job for every volunteer.  A light 
lunch will be provided.  

Help make Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday!  Join Muriel Young on Saturday, March 25 at 
9:30 a.m. to learn how to make palm crosses for use on Palm Sunday.  Meet in the classroom 
behind the choir room.

Abiding Savior’s Annual Preschool Pie Supper will be held on Thursday, March 30.  
Proceeds from this sweet event will be used to help furnish a preschool classroom and 
support Meals of Hope. Join us for a free spaghetti dinner followed by a dessert auction.

Easter Lily Orders:  Place an Easter Lily in the church in memory or in honor of someone 
special in your life.  The cost of each lily is $10.  Order forms with envelopes are available on 
the table in the narthex.  Orders must be turned in by April 3.

Employment Opportunities in our Preschool:  Abiding Savior’s preschool is always in need 
of substitute teaching staff and potential teachers and assistants for summer camp and the 
academic school year.  In addition, an afternoon office assistant is needed on a temporary 
basis starting in August.  
If you or someone you know may be interested, please contact Brenda Arden at barden@
abidingsavior.info or call the preschool at (352) 331-7770.

Update contact information.  If your address, email or phone number have changed recently, 
please send any updates to the church office.

Monthly Newsletters are emailed. There are also printed copies available on the welcome table 
in the Narthex. Be sure to check it out for information on upcoming events. Email the office 
at office@abidingsavior.info if you would like to be added to the newsletter email list.
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+ Second Sunday in Lent + 
Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 
Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 542 When I Behold Jesus Christ 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Confession and Absolution + 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ Service of the Word + 

Introit Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 

 seek his presence con- | tinually! 

Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 

 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 

 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 

He is the | LORD our God;* 

 his judgments are in | all the earth. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 

defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 

thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
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Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–9 
 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will 

bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, 

and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 

people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. 

When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place at 

Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the 

LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to 

the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and 

Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the 

LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 

Epistle Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 

flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 

not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages are not 

counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but trusts him who 
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justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks 

of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . . 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world 

did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 

the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one 

who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 

exist. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Verse  L  John 3:16 

 

Holy Gospel John 3:1–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 

the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 

born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” 
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 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I 

say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but 

you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 

heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted 

up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 
 

Sermon 
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Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Gathering of Offerings & Prayer Requests 

Voluntary 
 

Liturgy Catechesis The Offertory 

 

The Offertory is more than just a piece of music to help with the transition from one part of 

the service to the next, but is the sacrifice of praise offered up along with the sacrifice of 

goods. It is rooted in the Early Church practice of the Offertory Procession in which the 

individual members of the church came forward in process to present their offerings at the 

altar for use in the Lord’s house and distribution to the poor. These offerings often included 

such things as fruit, grain, bread, meats, olives, cheese, oil, wine, honey, wool, etc; as well as 

gold and silver. From these offerings of the people, the pastor would take some bread and 

wine to be used for Holy Communion, while the rest of the offerings were removed for later 

use and distribution. As the congregation made its way in procession to the altar, the choir 

would sing psalmody as an Offertory chant. 

 

From these humble roots, a very elaborate ceremony developed during medieval times in 

which the people’s procession was eliminated. While some of the ceremonies which came 

about were acceptable and are still in use among us, a series of prayers were included in 

which the priest claimed to offer up bread and wine as a sacrifice for sin. This became known 

as the “little canon” and was said in anticipation of the Canon of the Mass in which the priest 

claimed to sacrifice Christ (sacramentally) to God the Father, and to turn the bread and wine 

into Christ’s body and blood. Through the inclusion of the “little canon” the sacrificial thank-

offering of the people was transformed into a sin-offering made by the priest. 

 

Luther, in his reform of the Divine Service, rightly eliminated not only the Eucharistic prayers 

of the Canon of the Mass, but also the “little canon” of the Offertory and most of the chants 

associated with it. His concern was that the liturgical prayers and actions of the Church not 

obscure the gift of Christ given to us in the Sacrament. 

 

Hence, the Lutheran Offertory remains relatively simple and maintains the sense of the 

ancient Church’s Offertory practice. The offerings are gathered from the people and brought 

forth to be presented to God as a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. At the same time the 

elements are made ready for the Holy Sacraments in which we eat and drink of the once-for-

all sacrifice of Christ Jesus given and she for the remission of our sins. During the action we 

sing the Offertory verses taken from the Psalms or a seasonal hymn. (“About Our Liturgy: 

Meaning, History, and Practice”, David A. Kind) 
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Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 

11:23–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Distribution 
Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.  C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis: 937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): James Quinn, 1919–2010; (st. 3): Henry V. Gerike, 1948 

Tune: American 

Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer sts. 1, 3 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 



Meals of Hope: Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 20.  Abiding Savior’s 2023 Meals of 
Hope food packing goal is 50,000 meals at a cost of $15,000.  Donations can be made by 

check with “Meals of Hope” in the memo line or through Abiding Savior’s web site giving 
portal.  Workers are needed for two shifts: 9:00-11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 



Use the QR code 
for electronic 
offering options

Anniversaries
Dean & Dianne Brown 3/5

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Graham B. Glover

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua L. Mazur

8:00 a.m. 
Elder of the month: Derek Sain

Reader: Chris Annis

10:45 a.m. 
Elder of the month: Fred Townsend
Reader: Ann Stone

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00 a.m: 92

10:45 a.m: 66
Total: 158

Midweek Lenten Service
7:00 p.m:  34

Last Week’s Offering:
Total: $ 5,213

Building Fund: $ 0

Fiscal Year-to-Date 
(7/1/22-3/5/22)

Average attendance: 126
Total offering: $ 236,815

Avg. weekly offering: $ 6,766
Total building: $ 1,813

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
March 12: Third Sunday in Lent
First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8
Gospel: John 4:5-26

Birthdays
Debbie Hill 3/5

Michael Ouligian 3/8

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – (352) 331-4409 

Connecting Hearts to Jesus
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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