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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and 
confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and 
drinking. Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that 
we who here receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament 
carries two pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Adult Bible Studie
9:45 a.m. – Join Pastor Glover on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study hour in the Fellowship 

Hall for an in-depth discussion on the Augsburg Confession. Presented to the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Charles V, on June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Confession is the first confession of 
faith by the Lutheran reformers. This statement of faith set the stage for what we know as 
Lutheranism today.

9:45 a.m. – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the FLC Library in between services. Contact 
Linda at struck60@gmail.com or Debbie Hill at debbie@lombardihill.com for more 
information.

9:45 a.m. – Study the Bible with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom. This group is currently 
using the book Summary of Christian Doctorine. Starting in February, this class will be 
studying the book of James. 
Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class. 

10:00 a.m. - Parents and Tots Sunday School meets in the Youth room in the FLC. 



Congregational Meeting TODAY: Members of Abiding Savior are asked to attend a 
congregational meeting in the Family Life Center at 12:15 p.m. today. The meeting agenda 
will include a mid-fiscal year financial report (July 1 through December 31, 2022), an update 
on the driveway project, and the report of the Compensation Review Committee. A light 
lunch will be served.

2023/2024 Preschool Registration:  Enrollment for the new school year, which begins in 
August, takes place in January. Open registration for the community has begun. Please call 
our office at (352) 331-7770 or email us at preschool@abidingsavior.info if you would like 
more information.  Tell your friends and neighbors!

Chili Cook-Off: Join us after late service on February 12th for fellowship and chili!  Prizes will 
be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. The cost is $5 for a bowl and all the samples 
you can eat. Proceeds benefit Meals of Hope.  If you would like to participate by providing a 
pot of your best chili recipe, find the sign-up sheet on the welcome table in the narthex.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 20.  Abiding Savior’s 2023 Meals of Hope food 
packing goal is 50,000 meals at a cost of $15,000.  Donations can be made by check with 
“Meals of Hope” in the memo line or through the online portal.  A volunteer sign-up sheet for 
the two 2-hour packing sessions will be available soon.

Girlfriends Bookclub will be meeting January 31, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the book 
Borrowing Life by Shelley F. Mickle. Ms. Mickle will be attending this event as a special 
guest. To RSVP contact Carol Wilson at (352) 538-0835

VBS 2023 Vacation Bible School is being planned for July 24 - 27.  If you would like to volunteer 
or be involved in the planning, please contact Liz Torrence (eliztorren@gmail.com) or Susan 
Moss (smoss@abidingsavior.info).  

Confirmation Class & Youth Today: Confirmation from 3-4:00 p.m.
Employment Opportunities in our Preschool: Abiding Savior’s preschool is always in need 

of substitute teaching staff and potential teachers and assistants for summer camp and the 
academic school year. If you or someone you know may be interested, please contact Brenda 
Arden at barden@abidingsavior.info or call the preschool at (352) 331-7770.

Update contact information.  If your address, email or phone number have changed recently, 
please send any updates to the church office.
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+ Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany + 
+ Preparation + 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 
Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 535 How Wide the Love of Christ 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Confession and Absolution + 

Exhortation LSB 167 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 167 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 167 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ Service of the Word + 

Introit Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,* 

 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of | scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,* 

 and on his law he meditates | day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its 

leaf does not | wither.* 

 In all that he does, he | prospers. 

The wicked | are not so,* 

 but are like chaff that the wind | drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,* 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

Kyrie LSB 168 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 170 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 

frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all 

dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

 and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
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 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

 and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

 and to walk humbly with your God? 

 L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of 

God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 

what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 

wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
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things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might 

boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God 

made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Liturgy Catechesis The Holy Gospel 

 

Of the three lessons which are read in the Divine Service, the Holy Gospel is accorded the most 

honor. While it is certainly true that the Holy Spirit works through the reading of other portions 

of Scripture, and that these readings are just as much the Word of the Lord as is the Gospel, the 

Holy Gospel ranks somewhat higher for in it we have the culmination and fulfillment of all the for 

which the Scripture has been given. The prophets and apostles were sent first to prepare the way. 

Now, through the Holy Gospel we encounter the incarnate Christ Himself. We see our Lord 

revealed in His Divinity and His humanity, behold His wondrous words, and witness the events 

by which He has won our salvation. Through the Holy Gospel our incarnate Lord is present and 

speaks to us in our own time, giving us anew the fruits of His work, implanting His Word in our 

hearts and minds, that we might have faith and confess Him with our lips. 

 

Since ancient times (at least the 4th century), the Church has sought in her liturgy to emphasize 

the reading of the Gospel in several ways. While lay lectors may read the other lessons, 

according to ancient practice only the ordained clergy read the Holy Gospel. As the lesson is 

announced, the pastor [and congregation] may make the sign of the cross on their foreheads, 

mouth and chest; praying that this Holy Gospel might be received in their minds, confessed with 

their lips, and treasured in their hearts. The ceremonies bring no blessing in themselves, but 

direct us to venerate our Lord in His Gospel and receive the blessing He bestows on us through 

it. (“About Our Liturgy: Meaning, History, and Practice”, David A. Kind) 
 

 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 

in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.    C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 932 Jesus Sat with His Disciples 
1 Jesus sat with His disciples 

    On a mountainside one day; 

As the crowds of people gathered, 

    He began to teach and say: 

“Blessèd are the poor in spirit, 

    Heaven’s kingdom they will share. 

Blessèd are the sad and mourning, 

    Joy and comfort will be theirs. 

 

2 “Blessèd are the meek and humble, 

    All the earth to them is willed. 

Those who hunger to be holy, 
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    They are bless’d and will be filled. 

Yes, the merciful are blessèd, 

    Mercy will to them be shown. 

And the pure in heart are blessèd, 

    They have eyes for God alone. 

 

3 “Blessèd are God’s sons and daughters, 

    Making peace where there is strife. 

Blessèd are the persecuted, 

    Who for righteousness lose life; 

Their reward is great in heaven, 

    In the kingdom up above— 

So be glad to share My suff’ring 

    And rejoice to know My love.” 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Gathering of Offering & Prayer Requests 

Voluntary 

Reception of New Member Teri Radillo 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Offertory LSB 176 
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+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Preface LSB 177 
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Proper Preface LSB 177 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
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be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei: 962 Agnus Dei — I 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Distribution 

Hymn: 811 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices 
 

Stand 
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The Dismissal LSB 181 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 182 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 183 

 
  

 
  

 

Hymn to Depart: 700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling sts. 3–4 
 

Postlude 
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ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Graham B. Glover

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua L. Mazur

8:00 a.m. 
Elder of the month: Chuck Moss

Reader: Chris Annis

10:45 a.m. 
Elder of the month: Michael Arden
Reader: Brenda Arden

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00 a.m: 79

10:45 a.m: 61
Total: 140

Last Week’s Offering:
Total: $ 3,953

Building Fund: $ 24

Fiscal Year-to-Date 
(7/1/22-1/22/23)

Average attendance: 126
Total offering: $ 205,779

Avg. weekly offering: $ 6,859
Total building: $ 1,625

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
February 5: Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First Reading: Isiah 58:3-9
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

Birthdays
Austin Struckmeyer 2/1

Hunter Hyland 2/1
Grady Spooner 2/3
Claudia Thomas 2/4

Judith Newell 2/4

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – (352) 331-4409 

Connecting Hearts to Jesus
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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