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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and 
confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and 
drinking. Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that 
we who here receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament 
carries two pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Adult Bible Studies.
9:45 a.m. – Join Pastor Glover on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study hour in the Fellowship 

Hall for an in-depth discussion on the Augsburg Confession. Presented to the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Charles V, on June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Confession is the first confession of 
faith by the Lutheran reformers. This statement of faith set the stage for what we know as 
Lutheranism today.

9:45 a.m. – “Girl Friends” Bible Study remains on hold for the next few weeks. Attendees are 
encouraged to go to Pastor’s Bible Study

9:45 a.m. – Study the Bible with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom. The Bible study is 
currently using the book Summary of Christian Doctorine.  
Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class. 

Parents and Tots Sunday School is on a break for the month of December, the class will resume 
meeting on January 8.

King’s Kids from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Children ages 4-10 are invited to participate in this weekly 
Sunday event. For more information, see Elizabeth Torrence or Susan Moss.



Midweek Advent Services will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Join us for evening 
worship on December 7 and 14.

Star Tree:  Find our annual Star Tree in the Narthex today. This year’s recipients are students 
from Mebane Middle School. Instructions will be near the tree. The last date to bring in gifts 
will be Sunday, December 11.

Preschool Book Fair: Looking for great gifts for children?  Check out the Preschool Book Fair 
in the church nursery on December 4 and 11 between services.

Blood Drive: The LifeSouth Blood Mobile will be at Abiding Savior on Sunday, December 11, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Young at Heart Ladies Bible Study meets the second Tuesday of the month in Building One. 
The next meeting will be December 13 at 10:00 a.m. Annetta Coleman will lead the study of 
“His Faithfulness to All Generations”.

Home for the Holidays: The Bradford High School Scarlet Singers, led by Hannah Mazur, 
present a concert of holiday songs on Thursday, December 15, 7:00 p.m. at Abiding Savior 
Lutheran church. Free & Open to the public.

Poinsettias:  Purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone special.  The cost is $10 
each.  The sanctuary will be decorated with these flowers for Christmas Eve and you may 
take yours home after the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service or after the Christmas service.

Noisy Offering is the third Sunday of every month. This month’s Noisy Offering will be next 
Sunday, December 18. Our monthly Noisy Offering collection will be dedicated to Meals of 
Hope. 

Christmas Eve Divine Service will be at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Lutheran Hour Ministries Advent Devotion are available on the welcome table.
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays this year.  JOIN US FOR ONE 11:00 

A.M. DIVINE SERVICE on these special days. These Sundays will have no Bible Study.
A Christmas Celebration Dinner: Join us on Saturday, December 17 for a dinner and a 

presentation of “A Christmas to Believe in” performed by the Youth. RSVP on the clipboard 
in the Narthex or through the church office by emailing them at office@abidingsavior.info. 
There is no cost for this dinner.

LWR Sewing will not meet again this year. Meetings resume January 14, 2023.
Monthly Newsletters are emailed. There are also printed copies available on the welcome table 

in the Narthex. Be sure to check it out for information on upcoming events. Email the office 
at office@abidingsavior.info if you would like to be added to the newsletter email list.

Portals of Prayer for October through December are available on the welcome table.
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+ Second Sunday in Advent + 

+ Preparation + 

 

Prelude Partita on "Freu dich sehr" - Georg Böhm (1661 - 1733) 

Welcome & Announcements 
Stand 

Opening Hymn: 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 

Tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Confession and Absolution + 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

Absolution LSB 185

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Service of the Word +

Introit Comfort Ye... Ev'ry Valley (from Messiah) - G. F. Handel (1685 - 1759) 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness; 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low; 

the crooked straight and the rough places plain. 
Sit 

Liturgy Catechesis The Kyrie 

The Kyrie is the first of the five Ordinaries of the Divine Service. The name comes from the Greek words 
“Kyrie eleison” which means “Lord, have mercy”. Some form of this prayer is found in nearly every 
ancient and modern liturgy. In ancient times, however, the Kyrie was part of a much larger litany of 
intercessions similar to our Prayer of the Church. After each petition in this litany the people responded 
with the words “Kyrie eleison” which were repeated again three times at the end of the litany. Pope 
Gregory the Great (590-604) adjusted the Kyrie as we have it today. By the next century, the Kyrie had 

become an established part of the Mass/Divine Service. 

The function of the Kyrie is not penitential; that is, it is not intended to be another confession of sins. 

Rather, the Kyrie is a prayer of God’s grace and help in every time of need and especially as we worship. 

Here we humbly beg the Lord for help to worship Him properly, for without His help we would certainly 

foul it up and rob Him of the glory and praise that He deserves, failing to recognize His gracious visitation 

as we, in faith, should. (“About Our Liturgy: Meaning, History, and Practice”, David A. Kind) 



3 

 

Stand  

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  
P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
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3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the 

nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the 
God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 

accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, 

in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
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“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Verse of the Day Luke 3:4b, 6 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the salvation 

of God. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
  

 
  

 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 
he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 
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were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 

 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in 

keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even 

now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat 
into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 

Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Gathering of Prayer Requests & Offerings 

Voluntary 

Rite of First Communion 
 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offertory LSB 192 
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+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 241 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 



11 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymn: 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 
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Stand 

The Dismissal LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
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Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Hymn to Depart: 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

Postlude  
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Use the QR code 
for electronic 
offering options

Anniversaries
Brad & Sandra Morgan 12/5
Chris & Amy Solinsky 12/5

Terry & Deb Armey 12/9

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Graham B. Glover

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua B. Mazur

8:00 a.m. 
Elder of the Month: Mike Brannon

Reader: Paul Mandeville

10:45 a.m. 
Elder of the Month: Jimmy Flateau
Reader: Brenda Arden

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00 a.m: 86

10:45 a.m: 43
Total: 129

Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $ 4,697

Building Fund: $ 0

2022 Year to Date
Average Attendance: 119

Total Offerings: $ 299,551
Avg. Weekly Offerings: $ 6,240

Building: $ 2,635

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS  
December 11 -Third Sunday in Advent
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
Second Reading: James 5:7-11
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-15

Today’s Altar Flowers are 
provided by  

Larry & Carol Mackenzie.

Birthdays
Chris Solinsky 12/5
Parker Hutson 12/7

Jim Annis 12/8

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – (352) 331-4409 

Connecting Hearts to Jesus
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