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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and 
confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and 
drinking. Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that 
we who here receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament 
carries two pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Adult Bible Studies.
9:45 a.m. – Join Pastor Glover on Sunday mornings during the Bible Study hour in the Fellowship 

Hall for an in-depth discussion on the Augsburg Confession. Presented to the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Charles V, on June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Confession is the first confession of 
faith by the Lutheran reformers. This statement of faith set the stage for what we know as 
Lutheranism today.

9:45 a.m. – “Girl Friends” Bible Study remains on hold for the next few weeks. Attendees are 
encouraged to go to Pastor’s Bible Study

9:45 a.m. – Study the Bible with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom. The Bible study is 
currently using the book Summary of Christian Doctorine.  
Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class. 

Monthly Newsletters are emailed. There are also printed copies available on the welcome table 
in the Narthex. Be sure to check it out for information on upcoming events. Email the office 
at office@abidingsavior.info if you would like to be added to the newsletter email list.

Portals of Prayer for October through December are available on the welcome table.



Midweek Advent Services will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays starting this week.  Join us 
for evening worship on Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and 14.

Star Tree:  Find our annual Star Tree in the Narthex today.  This year’s recipients are students 
from Mebane Middle School.  Instructions will be near the tree.  The last date to bring in 
gifts will be Sunday, December 11.

Decorating the church for Christmas:  Join us this coming Saturday, Dec. 3rd at 8:30 a.m to 
help decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.  There is a job for everyone!

Preschool Book Fair: Looking for great gifts for children?  Check out the Preschool Book Fair 
in the church nursery on December 4th and 11th between services.

Poinsettias:  Purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone special.  The cost is $10 
each.  The sanctuary will be decorated with these flowers for Christmas Eve and you may 
take yours home after the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service or after the Christmas service.

Christmas Eve candlelight communion services will be at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Lutheran Hour Ministries Advent Devotion are available on the welcome table.
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays this year.  JOIN US FOR ONE 11:00 

A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE on these special days. These Sundays will have no Bible Study.
Gift Card Fundraiser: Order gift cards to help support our preschool. Find more information on 

the welcome table in the Narthex.
A Christmas Celebration Dinner: Join us on Saturday, December 17 for a dinner and a 

presentation of “A Christmas to Believe in” performed by the Youth. RSVP on the clipboard 
in the Narthex or through the church office by emailing them at office@abidingsavior.info. 
There is no cost for this dinner.

LWR Sewing will not meet again this year. Meetings resume January 14, 2023.
New Member Class: Are you new to Abiding Savior? We are so happy to have you in fellowship 

and worship with us. If you would like to arrange a transfer from another LCMS church or 
participate in a new member class, contact Pastor Glover at PastorG@abidingsavior.info or 
call (352) 331-4409.

Parents and Tots Sunday School at 10:00am in the church nursery. If you have children under 
five, this is the class for you. Join us for music, movement and age appropriate stories for your 
child. Parent participation is required (and fun!). 

King’s Kids from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Children ages 4-10 are invited to participate in this weekly 
Sunday event. For more information, see Elizabeth Torrence or Susan Moss.

Children’s Activity Bulletins & quiet bags are available on the welcome table in the Narthex. 
Please return the bags to the table after service.
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+ First Sunday in Advent + 

+ Preparation + 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 331 The Advent of Our King 
1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ Confession and Absolution + 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

Liturgy Catechesis The Introit 

The Introit is one of the Propers chanted/sung by the congregation or choir. It is composed of a 

Psalm with an antiphon (a verse appropriate to the day) and the lesser doxology (Glory be to the 

Father…). The chanting of the Introit has its roots in the worship practices of the Early Church. 

As the believers were gathering for the Divine Service and waiting for the service to begin, they 

chanted Psalms. The chanting continued until the clergy arrived and culminated in the procession 

of the clergy toward the altar in order to begin the service. By about the middle of the 5th century, 

under Pope Celestine I, this somewhat random chanting of Psalms was organized so that certain 

Psalms and antiphons were assigned to the specific days of the Church year. 

  

In our liturgy, the singing of the Introit begins the Service of the Word, which is the first half of 

the Divine Service. The Introit is a fitting way to introduce us to the rest of the Divine Service 
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where our Lord Himself comes to us by His Word preached and Sacrament given. (“About Our 

Liturgy: Meaning, History, and Practice”, David A. Kind) 

 

+ Service of the Word + 

Stand 

The Advent Wreath is lit as the Introit is chanted 

Introit Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Save us, we pray, | O LORD!* 

 O LORD, we pray, give | us success! 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 

 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 

 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the | altar! 

You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 

 you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from 

the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
  

 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
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nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

8:00am - Solo Anthem Rejoice Greatly from Messiah - G. F. Handel 

10:45am - Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were 

unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be 

grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not 

know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had 

known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 

not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 

is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come 
1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
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Sermon 
 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit  

Gathering of Offerings & Prayer Requests 

Voluntary 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Preface LSB 160 
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Proper Preface LSB 161 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and 

to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 

and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
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Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

Distribution 
 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
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Hymn to Depart: 643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 

 

Postlude 
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Anniversaries
Paul & Susie Mandeville 12/30

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Graham B. Glover

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua L. Mazur

8:00 a.m. 
Elder of the Month: Derek Sain

Reader: Chris Annis

10:45 a.m. 
Elder of the Month: Fred Townsend
Reader: Ralph Toppins

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00 a.m: 72

10:45 a.m: 54
Total: 126

Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $ 6,441

Building Fund: $ 0

2022 Year to Date
Average Attendance: 118

Total Offerings: $ 294,854
Avg. Weekly Offerings: $ 6,273

Building: $ 2,635

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
December 4 -Second Sunday in Advent
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

Today’s Altar Flowers are 
provided by the Morgan 
family in celebration of 

their upcoming 24th wedding 
anniversary.

Birthdays
Georganne Eibe 11/29

Julie Thomas 12/1
Rachel Morgan 12/2

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – (352) 331-4409 
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