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Ministry Team Leaders and Contact Information

President Phyllis Leone chunkymonkeysnana@gmail.com

Vice President Dustin Banks DustineBanks@yahoo.com
Secretary  Natalie Petruska  4nataliejean@gmail.com

Treasurer Ann Stone anna@flstones.com

Derek Sain, Chair  sain.derek@gmail.com
Michael Arden mikearden1973@gmail.com
Mike Brannon mbrannon0l@yahoo.com
Jimmy Flateau  jmfjr@hughes.net

Chuck Moss  chuck moss@msn.com

Fred Townsend  f.send@outlook.com

Ministry teams

Christian Education Sarah Sain sarah.d.sain@gmail.com

Christian Fellowship Danny Schmitt youth@abidingsavior.info

Outreach & Evangelism Hannah Mazur hannahjmazur@gmail.com
Trustees John Schmitt schmittjohna@aol.com
Administrative Staff
, Pastor Jack - .
Interim Pastor Mackowiak PastorJack@abidingsavior.info

Director, Music &  Joshua L. Mazur, . L ..
Jjmazur@abidingsavior.info

Digital Ministries M.M.
Preschool Director Brenda Arden barden@abidingsavior.info
Church Admin Susan Moss smoss@abidingsavior.info
Preschool Admin. Asst. Jessica Schmitt jessica@abidingsavior.info
Communications Coord. Anna Moss anna(@abidingsavior.info
Financial Assistant

& AV Tech Andrew Hodgson  andrew@abidingsavior.info



Prayer List

Members, Family, and Friends

Sandy Adams (85) broke femur — -
Charlene Stroehlen’s aunt

Pastor Besalski (pancreatic cancer) -
Elaine Besalski (Parkinson’s)

Gary Bock (pancreatic cancer) Linda -
Struckmeyer’s cousin

Michelle Buth (return of ovarian cancer)
Lynn Cera (Parkinson’s home care) -

Judy Dabrey (diabetic retinopathy) by
Susie Buth .

Hans Farber (advanced Parkinson’s) -
Carol (caregiver)

Randy Gill (biopsies show granular
sarcoidosis)

Megan and Luke Griffo — foster/adoption _
by Karen Nobles

Andy Hamilton (at Windsor) -

Jan Hamilton (heart issues / intestines
healing) -

Julia Kohlberg (stage 4 cancer) (Kathy  _
Schmitt’s sister-in-law)

Rachel Krause (hospitalized) Brenda
Arden’s mom

Georgina Lacy — in hospital (tests) Paula _
Richert’s sister

Robert Lake (102) nursing home MRSA
and Covid by Paul Mandeville

Sean Law (severe brain injury) by Mike
Brannon

Desi Nuckolls (early Alzheimers) -
Mark’s dad

JoAnn Petersen (vertigo rehap/ eye Dr.)

Graysen Riehl (2 yr old) head banging
Carla’s grandson

Katie Robel (9) Learning problems by
Karen Nobles

Todd Robel (aggressive prostate cancer age
61/pain) by Karen Noble

Gary Roberts (Guillain barre syndrome) by
Stacey Hectus

Eckhard Schadow (cancer)

Dennis Schwab (esophagus and brain
tumors) Amy Young’s uncle

Herbie Silvious (very ill) by Jimmy Flateau

Keith Sowell (36)— Covid on a ventilator
needs lung transplant by Susan Moss

Bill Stone (diabetes) heart issues Ann,
caregiver

Carol Stroehlen (fell and broke wrist)
Charlene’s mom

Dennis Schwab —esophagus and brain
tumors (Amy Young’s uncle)

Jimbo Walsh (bladder cancer) by Flateaus

Gary Bock (cancer treatment difficulties)
Linda Struckmeyer’s cousin

Aniya Wright (13) depression/poor choices
by Carla

Dan Young (diverticulitis)

continued



Prayer List Continued

Praises: Valentina & Kris Milster new adopted baby, (Miles Kieran Milster), birth of

Sophia May (Laurie Knuth’s great granddaughter)

Sympathy: Family of Robert Lake (Mandeville family friend)

Shut-Ins: Fran Jacobs, Shirley Jackson;

Military

Eric Tappy — Iraq
Casey Dougherty (MP) Annetta
Matthew Gustafson

Martin Hekking — Air Force
(Kansas) Karen Nobles’ grandson

Jason Joseph (Alaska) by
Phyllis Leone

Sam Kleinhauser (sniper) Now Home
Patrick Nobles (Air Force —Alaska)
Matt Young — Air Force Reserve

Josh Wervy USMC
(Nobles grandson)

Pray for our Military: Especially those
deployed in combat zones

Continue prayers for:

Covid victims
Missionaries
Pray for young people in college

Pray for Families and victims fleeing
war (Afghanistan) and poverty

Pray for those dealing with disasters:
fire; floods, and hurricanes, tornados

May our Lord comfort them and give
them courage.

Pray for our country- our president
and our elected officials

May Our Lord continue to watch over
and bless Abiding Savior Lutheran
Church, bless Pastor Jack as we begin
the call for a new pastor.

Names will be kept on the Prayer list for one month unless renewed.

Please call the church 331-4409 or
Muriel Young 332-1386

Altar Team for Feb. April Goddard (chair), Betty Smith, Nancey Strattan, Paula Richert
Altar Team for Mar. Cindy Brannon (chair), Jan Banks, Karen Herder, Samantha Nuckolls



Go for the Gold! - Pastor Jack

February of 2022 brings the Winter Olympics. There have been requests for our American
competitors to boycott these games for various reasons, from the policies of China to COVID and
its variants. All the athletes involved spent many months, even years, training for their moment at
the Olympic Games. This makes a boycott request a difficult decision.

The ultimate goal for each athlete is the gold medal, the symbol of victory. It marks one as the
best in the world in that particular event. Some come to the Olympic Games with a real chance

at the gold, along with a firm expectation of winning that medal. Some will accept nothing less
than a gold medal, feeling as if anything else would mean failure. Many come with a slim hope of
a gold medal, but cherish the opportunity to take part, to be worthy of the competition. Quite an
array of emotions are present in each event, as some athletes achieve a new “personal best” or the
occasional unexpected victory or loss. For most this is a once in a lifetime opportunity.

Paul often compares our Christian life to the running of a race. He says we should “run with
perseverance the race marked out for us” with our eyes fixed on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter
of our faith. He reminds us that while only one wins the crown, we all “press on toward the goal”
as we race. Our race involves moving in the footsteps of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

That “race” we call life brings with it many joys and sorrows. The many challenges of day-to-day
situations may also throw in an occasional unexpected victory or loss. At times we may want to
boycott or step back from the task before us. These past two years have been especially difficult
with changing parameters and at times conflicting information. This current section of our race
involves navigating the COVID effects as well as preparing for a new shepherd at Abiding Savior.
We cannot let the fear and uncertainty of the future cloud our judgment or distort our path.

As those trained by our loving Lord and Savior, we know we can do all things through Christ
who strengthens us. We can daily “go for the gold,” which is the crown of life promised by God
to all His faithful. Let that goal provide clarity, focus and strength in our daily walk, both in our
individual lives and our life together as a congregation.

President Walton of our Florida-Georgia District has declared 2022 as The Great Sending
Year of Jubilee. Each chapter of the book connects God’s heart to your own through a deep
dive into Scripture. Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, former Lutheran Hour speaker and former President
of our Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, wrote, “Today many parishioners, clergy, and church
leaders are befuddled by a public culture that doesn’t accept absolute truth, a society wherein
the church no longer has special privilege, and where congregational life often seems to

have lost its energy for gathering and outreach. This much-needed volume takes us to God’s

continued



The Great Sending - A Study During Lent Continued

inexhaustible source for faith and guidance, the living voice of the Gospel in God’s Word.”

All our members are invited to join together and study this book as part of our midweek
services during Lent, beginning Wednesday, March 2nd. Each week we will focus on a
main chapter theme, like Engaging Disciples in the Great Sending, and The Great Sending
Essentials. The book also provides short daily devotions to use between services. These
chapters will help guide us, maybe for the first time, out of the sanctuary into the streets, out
of our comfort zones and into community, out of our affinity groups to meet people who are
perishing without Jesus. It may lead to new conversations among our members. It’s not just a
book to read. It’s a way to immerse yourself in God’s Word. It’s a way of connecting you and
others to Jesus.

We ask all who are interested to sign up so we can order enough books for this study. A
signup sheet is available in the narthex. Plan now to join this study each week, either live in
church or by livestream.

We have so many talented voices at Abiding Savior. It is good to hear the singing each week
at our worship services, even with a small, scattered group. The following was broadcast on
National Public Radio April 25, 2000, by Garrison Keillor on his Lake Wobegon program.

“I have made fun of Lutherans for years. Who wouldn’t if you lived in Minnesota! But I have
also sung along with Lutherans, and that is one of the main joys of life, along with hot baths
and fresh sweet corn.

We make fun of Lutherans for their blandness, their excessive calm fear of giving offense,
their constant guilt that burns like a pilot light, their lack of speed, and also for their secret
fondness for macaroni and cheese. But NOBODY sings like them!

If you ask an audience in New York City, a relatively “Lutheran-less” place, to sing along on
the chorus of “Michael Row the Boat Ashore” they will look daggers at you as if you had
asked them to strip to their underwear. But if you do this among Lutherans, they’ll smile and
row the boat ashore and up the beach and down the road!

And Lutherans are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony. It’s a talent that comes
from sitting on the lap of someone singing alto or tenor or bass, and hearing the harmonic
intervals by putting your little head against that person’s rib cage. It’s natural for Lutherans to
sing in harmony.

continued



Why Lutherans Love to Sing Continued

We’re too modest to be soloists, it’s too worldly to sing in unison. And when you sing in
the key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, all two hundred of you, it’s an
emotionally fulfilling moment.

I once sang the bass line of “Children of the Heavenly Father” in a room with about three
thousand Lutherans in it. And when we finished we all had tears in our eyes, partly from the
promise that God will not forsake us, partly from the proximity of all those lovely Lutheran
voices. By joining in harmony, we somehow promise that we will not forsake each other.

I do believe this people who love to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people you could
call up when you’re in deep distress. If you're dying, they’ll comfort you. If you’re lonely,
they’ll talk to you. If you’re hungry, they’ll give you tuna salad!”

Financial Report

January Estimated

Offerings § 28,000
Preschool Income $ 87,000
Other Income $ 0
Total Operating Income $ 115,000
Total Operating $ 89,000
Expenses

Net Operating Income $ 26,000

*Estimates are provided because the newsletter is prepared before the month’s end.

Lutheran World Relief Sewing

Join us this year on the 2nd and last Saturday of the month, meeting in the library of the
Family Life Center at 10:00 a.m. In February, we are meeting on the 12" and 26,

We are sewing quilts for Lutheran World Relief.
Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com for more information.



Spring Yard Sale

A Spring Yard Sale will be held in the Abiding Savior parking lot on March 12th from 8:00
a.m. until noon. This event will be different from the rummage sales of past years. There are
two options for your participation.

1. You may bring items from home and tables will be provided for your use. Proceeds
are yours to keep or you may donate to the ministry of your choice.

2. If you have larger items you would like to sell, contact Danny or the church office
to arrange pick-up. Please consider a donation to the Youth for the pick-up. Proceeds
are yours to keep or you may donate to the ministry of your choice.

Bible Breakfast

Bible Breakfast is always looking for new volunteers! If you feel so inclined, you can sign up
to bring items to help support our Bible Breakfast.

Please call/text Kathy Schmitt (352-672-2163) to let her know what you will bring. Also,
a monthly rotating schedule is being prepared, look for a sign-up sheet on the kitchen hall
bulletin board in the Family Life Center.

Upcoming Fellowship

Chili Cook Off

The chili cook off this year will be on February 20™. If you want to provide a chili please
sign up using the link provided ttsu.me/chiliabiding or contact Danny at (352) 512-371.
We will be offering tickets to some Gator Baseball and Softball game please be on the
lookout for these amazing deals.

Noisy Offering
Noisy offerings will resume on third Sundays. Save your pocket change and make a joyful
noise on February 20". Coins gathered each month through May will benefit Meals of Hope.

Pie Supper
Preschool Pie Supper on Tuesday, March 1* at 5:00 p.m.. — Save the date!
Details still cooking.

Lenten Soup Supper
Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers will begin on March 2" (Ash Wednesday) and run through

April 6". The supper will start around 5:30 p.m. before the 7:00 p.m. service. If you would
like to provide soup or bread for these suppers place your name on the sign-up sheet found on
the welcome table.




Meals of Hope

After a two year hiatus, Abiding Savior will once again host a food packing event benefitting
Bread of the Mighty. Mark your calendars for May 21%. If you would like to donate to Meals
of Hope, you can do so with a check in the offering

plate or mailed to the church office with “Meals of @ M ea ls O‘F HODE

Hope” on the memo line. Communities coming
.. . cogether t0 end hunger!
You may also visit the church web site at www.

abidingsavior.info and find the “Offerings” tab.

Adult Bible Study

We have several group Bible studies; you are welcome to join any of these classes.

Sundays

9:45 a.m. — “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3. This class is led by
Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck. Join for a study of the book of
Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com for a Zoom link.

9:45 a.m. — Study the Bible “One Book at a Time”. This group is studying the Old Testament
book of Zechariah. Contact Chuck Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class.

9:45 a.m. — Pastor Jack will lead a study of the book of Ephesians held in the Octagon room.

Monday 7:00 p.m. - A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom.
For the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.

Second Tuesday of each Month “Young at Heart” ladies Bible study meets at 10:00 a.m. in
the Building 1 classroom (behind the choir area). The next Young at Heart meeting will be
on Febuary 8, hosted by Paula Richert, “We’ve Got Good News to Tell”.

Children’s Sunday School

Sunday School for children through Sth grade continues!

Join us in the Family Life Center fellowship hall at 9:45 a.m. or contact Sarah Sain at
Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link for your child.

Parents and Tots Sunday School

Music, movement, age-appropriate Bibles Stories and Jesus for preschoolers! Led by Susan
Moss in the nursery at 10:00 a.m.



Monthly Book Club

If you would like to serve as hostess/discussion leader for any upcoming meetings or want to
be added to the email list, contact Georganne Eibe at savygg@yahoo.com.

February 22 on the book We Were the Lucky Ones: A Novel by Georgia Hunter.
The March Book: My Dear Hamilton: A Novel of Eliza Schuyler Hamilton By Stephanie Dray.

Save the Date, VBS 2022

Save the Date: Abiding Savior Lutheran Church’s Vacation Bible School
Climb aboard for a mountain of fun at Rocky Railway VBS!

=

Monday, July 25-Thursday, July 28

Anyone interested in volunteering can contact Sarah Sain at sarah.d.sain@gmail.com. We
will hold our first planning meeting in February.

Youth in February

Youth attended the 2022 Rock the Universe at Universal Studios in Orlando. Youth are also
meeting together with the youth from First Lutheran on Sunday nights. We are planning some
fun events this month so please be on the lookout for those. If you are not on the REMIND
group for messaging please let us know.

During the month of February, Youth meets every Sunday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. Note that
there will be a NYG meeting on 2/13 from 3-4:00 p.m. followed by a youth event starting at
4:00 p.m., and confirmation at 5:00 p.m.



St. Francis House- Phyllis Leone

Abiding Savior’s St. Francis House outreach ministry is off to a good
start for 2022. We provided a tummy-warming meal of chili and all the
fixings on January 27. Special thanks to Sara Daniel, Marlene Swett,
Charlene Stroehlen, Linda Tobias, Becky Hernandez, Joni Johnson,
and Pam Gustafson for their contributions.

s Volunteers have signed up to prepare the main course for the following
A g i e months: February - Linda Tobias; March - Jan Hamilton; May - Becky

Hernandez; June and October - Judy Bates. That leaves four additional
service opportunities: April, July, August, and September.

The February menu is: The dates for the remainder of 2022 are: February 24,
March 24, April 28, May 26, June 23, July 28, August
25, September 22, and October 27.

If you are able to help in anyway listed above, please
Vegetable - Still needed contact me either by cell phone/text (352-316-3586) or
Tossed Salad - Karen Nobles email (ChunkyMonkeysNana @gmail.com).

Fruit - Becky Hernandez

Bread & Butter - Jill Hendrickson Blessings,
Phyllis Leone

President and St. Francis House Ministry Team Leader

Salisbury Steak - Linda Tobias
Potatoes/Rice - Still needed

Brownies - Marilyn Palumbo

“Then the King will say to those on his right. ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King
will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.””
Matthew 25:34-40



Concert Series

Save the dates for the concerts you'd like to attend this year! All concerts are free and open
to the public. Please let us know which ones strike your fancy the most... and don’t forget to
invite a friend or neighbor!

Diamonds in the Rough - Friday, February 18, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.
Operatic Favorites and Intimate Moments from the Greatest Composers
Kimberly Hernandez, Mezzo-Soprano - Joshua L. Mazur, Piano

Concordia University Chicago Wind Symphony - March 5, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

St. Paul Lutheran High School Choir- March 17, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

On March 17 the Saint Paul Lutheran High School Choir will be performing at Abiding
Savior at 7:00 p.m.

If you are able to host a pair of boys or girls for that night, please reach out to Susan Moss at
smoss(@abidingsavior.info.

Death by Aria: an Opera Gala - Sunday, May 1, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.
Fantastic Arias, Duets, and Trios from Grand Opera

Kimberly Hernandez, Mezzo- Soprano

Hannah J. Mazur, Soprano - Joshua L. Mazur, Tenor



@E\ Preschool News - Brenda Arden

January at Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool was an exciting month of Winter, Hibernation,
Dinosaur fun, and celebrating Lutheran Schools Week. Our themes during the month of
February are Space/Wild West, Valentine’s Day, Community Helpers, and Transportation.
February Bible stories include Jesus Calls His Disciples, Jesus Calms the Storm, The Lost
Son, and Jesus Blesses the Children.

January has been an especially challenging month. The highly contagious nature of the
Omicron variant has presented new complications for our classrooms. We do our best to enact
procedures and protocols we believe to be best to protect the health, safety, and welfare of our
students, staff, and families. Thank you for your continued prayers and support of Abiding
Savior Lutheran Preschool as we navigate these challenging times.

The 24th Annual Pie Supper is scheduled for Tuesday, March 1. We are currently planning to
host a spaghetti dinner and the best desserts in town (being mindful of COVID logistics and
concerns). We will be having a silent auction for the 24th Annual Pie Supper with themed
baskets created by the PTA and amazing handmade “tug at your heart strings” classroom
projects made by our very own Abiding Savior students and teachers. The funds raised this
year will go towards playground improvements for Building 3 (Bear Country) and classroom
curriculum needs. Please keep your eyes peeled for more information coming soon!

We started registration in January, and we have approximately 150 children already enrolled
for the 2022-2023 school year. We will have ongoing registration until we reach capacity.
Registration packets are available in the preschool office or may be downloaded from our
website. Spots fill up quickly, so share the news about our awesome preschool! We will also
begin summer camp registration during the month of March. We will be open for at eight
weeks in the summer from June 6th- July 28th. We will have lots of fun things planned to go
along with our weekly themes, so do not miss this fantastic opportunity! Call the preschool
office for more information at 352-331-7770.

Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool will be hosting Parent/Teacher Conferences on Friday,
February 11, from 8:00-1:30. The parent/teacher conferences will help us to continue to build
our parent/school partnerships and share information regarding student growth during the
school year. We are thankful for the blessing of connecting hearts to Jesus at our preschool.

In His Hands,
Brenda Arden
Preschool Director



February Calender

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
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February Readers, Elders, and Acolytes

Readers 8:00 a.m. 10:45 a.m. Readings

Malachi 3:1-7
Colossians

Psalm 34:1-8
Hebrews 13:15-16

Exodus 23:10-13
1 Corinthians 9:16-27

2/6/22 Paul Mandeville Ralph Toppins
2/13/22  Phyllis Leone Ann Stone

2/20/22 Paul Mandeville Liz Torrence

. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
2/27/22 Kris Pagenkopf Brenda Arden Hebrews 3-1-6
If you are interested in volunteering to read, email office(@abidingsavior.info and let us know
what Sundays you are avalible.

Elders of the Month Acolytes  8:00a.m. 10:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - Derek Sain 2/6/22 Brody Sain Leland Spooner
10:45 a.m. - Fred Townsend

2/13/22 Gillian Collins Brody Sain

2/20/22 Liam Hernandez Alice Townsend

2/27/22 Liam Hernandez Norbert Lutz



Birthdays and Anniversaries

Austin Struckmeyer 2/1 Mike & Gabi Hein 2/10
Grady Spooner 2/3 Mike & Cindy Brannon 2/11
Claudia Thomas 2/4 Ralph & Colleen Toppins 2/14

Judith Newell 2/4
Anna Moss 2/8
Gary Smith 2/8

Saylor Slaughter 2/10
Allison Fissenden 2/11
Michael Androlevich 2/11

Paul Moore 2/12

Pete Schmitt 2/12
Ann Stone 2/13

Gary Washburn 2/14

Loren Struckmeyer 2/17

Thomas Dougherty 2/17

Camden Fissenden 2/18

Linda Struckmeyer 2/18

Dean Brown 2/19
Priscilla Townsend 2/19
Kerry Pett 2/21
Nancy Strattan 2/22
Joe Andes 2/27
Taylor Stiff 2/27



