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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe and 
confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating and 
drinking. Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that 
we who here receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament 
carries two pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Adult Bible Studies.
9:45 a.m. – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3.  This class is led by 

Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck and is also available via Zoom. Join 
us for a study of the book of Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com 
for a Zoom link.

9:45 a.m. – Study the Bible “One Book at a Time” with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom.  
This group is studying the Old Testament book of Haggi.  
Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com for a Zoom link for this class.

9:45 a.m. – Pastor Jack leads a study of the book of Ephesians. This class meets in the Octagon 
room in the FLC.

Monday 7:00 p.m. -  A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom.  For 
the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.

Sunday School for children through 5th grade - Join us in the Family Life Center fellowship 
hall at 9:45 a.m. or contact Sarah Sain at Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link.

Parents and Tots Sunday School in the nursery at 10:00 a.m. with Susan Moss.
Children’s Activity Bulletins are available on the welcome table in the Narthex.



Today at 3:00 pm Handel’s MESSIAH at the Reilly Arts Center in Ocala. 
Joshua Mazur conducts the Ocala Symphony Orchestra and Symphony Chorus in a rousing 
presentation of Handel’s most famous oratorio. The chorus will include seven members of 
Abiding Savior. We all invite you to extend your Easter celebration with us! 
Tickets available for purchase from the Reilly Arts Center at www.reillyartscenter.com

Monthly Book Club: This week, April 26 at 7 p.m. The book title is The Hummingbird: A Novel 
By Stephanie B. Kiernan 
Contact Georganne Eibe at savygg@yahoo.com for more information.

Our annual Meals of Hope Meal packing event will return on Saturday, May 21st, after a 
two year pause. There will be two shifts to sign up for or if 
you feel really energetic you can sign up for both. An online 
link is available on the church website, or simply use the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex to volunteer. Bring your friends, 
neighbors, co-workers and family for a fun event. All the 
meals we pack go to help the food insecure in our area. Shifts:  9:00 -11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.

VBS Planning Meeting: Planning for this summer’s VBS continues! Anyone interested in 
playing a role and continuing to help us plan a wonderful week for our children, please attend 
our next meeting on Sunday, May 1 after late service. If you can’t make it, but want to make 
sure we know you’re available to volunteer or support our VBS team, please email Sarah Sain 
at sarah.d.sain@gmail.com.

Preschool Job Opening: Abiding Savior Lutheran Preschool has an opening for a Christian 
preschool lead teacher beginning in August 2022 for the 2022-2023 school year. Applicant will 
be responsible for planning and implementing a Christian and developmentally appropriate 
early childhood program for a Preschool 2s class.  Must be a self-starter, patient, loving, 
flexible, reliable, and a team player. Hours are 7:30-1:30, with the possibility of extra after care 
hours. Bachelor’s degree required.  Early childhood teacher experience preferred.  40 Hour 
DCF Training preferred and must pass Level 2 background screening. Paid holidays, paid time 
off, and health care benefits included.  Salary based on credentials and experience.  Contact 
Preschool Director Brenda Arden at 352-331-7770.  Send resume to Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Preschool, 9700 W Newberry Rd., Gainesville, FL 32606.

Work Days: Each year, preschool playgrounds are refreshed & mulched. Many hands are needed. 
Two opportunities to help out are coming up on Saturday, April 30 & Saturday, May 7. Work 
begins at 7:30 a.m. Bring wheelbarrows, work gloves, rakes & shovels. Water, coffee & donuts 
will be provided as well as pizza for lunch. 
Students may receive services hour credits for participation.



Upcoming Musical Opportunities – Something for Everyone!
April 29th at 7:30 pm MELODIOUS ACCORD in the Sanctuary at Abiding Savior.
Capella Nova and Bradford High School Choirs present a beautiful program of choral music. 
Capella Nova will encore selections from Messiah as well as a few exciting choruses from 
Melodious Accord, written by Alice Parker. The Bradford High School Scarlet Singers (under 
the direction of Hannah Mazur) will present their own works and both choirs will sing together 
to close the concert and the 2021-2022 choral season.
May 16th at 7:00 pm   A NIGHT AT THE OPERA: VERDI’S NABUCCO  with Dinner 
& Dessert in the FLC. Verdi’s Nabucco permanently established Verdi’s reputation as a great 
composer of opera. In Verdi’s retelling of the Old Testament stories of King Nebuchadnezzar 
II’s religious conversion, King Nabucco’s hubris and ambition almost result in him losing his 
beloved daughter as well as his kingdom. Enjoy this great masterpiece in an informal setting 
with dinner & dessert provided! The opera’s runtime is ~2 hours and will be presented with an 
intermission.
May 22nd at 4:00 pm MARGARET DIXON, FRENCH HORN
Margaret Dixon, principal horn of the Ocala and Gainesville Symphony Orchestras, presents a 
charming program of music for solo horn and piano, accompanied by Joshua Mazur. 
May 25th at 7:00 pm  EVENING OF PRAISE presented by Abiding Savior’s music ministry 
(Praise Team, Choir and Brass) The combined forces of Abiding Savior’s Music Ministry 
present a program of classic and timeless music of worship and praise, including music by Bill 
and Gloria Gaither, Chris Tomlin, Martin Nystrom, Twila Paris, Andrew Peterson, Sir John 
Stainer, Mozart, and More!

Name tag orders can be written down on the clipboard on the sign up table. Write your name the 
way you want it to appear. You will have a tag in your mailbox by next Sunday.

Send Your Newsletter Articles to office@abidingsavior.info by the 25th of the month.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PREPARATION 

Welcome and Announcements  

Prelude 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt. 

Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession and Absolution  
P God, You are our strength, our might, and our salvation. 

C There are glad songs of victory in this place because of all that You have done.  

P Death is defeated. We are alive! He is risen. 

C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P This is the day that the Lord has made. 

C We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

P You are our God and we give thanks to You. 

C Your steadfast love endures forever. 

P God of each day of life, we know You are a loving God who is filled with mercy 

toward everyone who confesses their sins and turns to You for forgiveness. Hear 

our prayers of confession: 

C God, we come needing You to do what we cannot do for ourselves. We are 

broken people living in a broken creation. Our priorities and intentions are 

confused. Our ambitions and needs are self-centered. Forgive us, restore us, 

and renew us. Give us new life again. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us pray… 

Risen, victorious Jesus Christ, You love us and free us from our sins and make us 

into a kingdom of priests serving You and one another. You are the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end; the one who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty. All glory and dominion belongs to You forever and ever. 

C Amen.   

 



3 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Hymn of Praise 

 

 
 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: French, 13th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 

First Reading Acts 5:12–20 
 12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands 

of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest 

dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14And more than ever 

believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15so that they 

even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter 

came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16The people also gathered 

from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean 

spirits, and they were all healed. 
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 17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the 

Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18they arrested the apostles and put them in the 

public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 

brought them out, and said, 20“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 

the words of this Life.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Revelation 1:4–8 
 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 

those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 

Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 



5 

 

23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 

anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of 

the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 

put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Confession of Faith 
C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. As of first importance Christ also died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures. He was buried and was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures. He appeared to Peter, and then to the 

Twelve and after that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 

at the same time. He ascended into heaven and will come again to gather the 

harvest as He is the first fruits of all who have fallen asleep. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 950 Splendor and Honor 

 

 

 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1944 

Tune: K. Lee Scott, 1950 

Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 
Tune: © 1987 K. Lee Scott, admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 

 

Sermon The Beginning and the End 
 

Noisy Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface  
P Holy are You, O God of heaven and earth. 

C You are the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. 

P You are the One who loves us and frees us from our sins by Your body and blood. 

C You are the risen Christ who is present in bread and wine.  

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P Let us pray…Come, Holy Spirit, help us to receive the blessing hidden in the 

pages of Revelation for all who read it and hear it. Come and bring us your grace 

and peace. Come and be the beginning of all our endings and the end of all our 

beginnings. With the church on earth and the hosts of heaven we praise Your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus: Holy are You (Tune: LSB 475) 
 Holy are You, the heav’nly King! 

 With angel hosts we join to sing, 

 “Your majesty fills ev’rything!” 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 Holy are You, our Lord most high! 

 Bless-ed is He who now draws nigh 

 In God’s own name! With joy we cry: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 Holy are You, through endless days! 

 Our glad hosannas now we raise 

 To greet You with exalted praise. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei: Lamb of God (Tune: LSB 741) 
 Lamb of God, You take away 

 All the sinful world’s transgression; 

 Let Your mercy now, we pray, 

 And Your peace be our possession. 

 Grant us from our sin release; 

 Lord have mercy, grant us peace! 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Stand 

 

Thanksgiving: Oh, Thank the Lord (Tune: LSB 461) 
 Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure 

 And steadfast love fore’er endure! 

 Our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, 

 And we have tasted of His word. 

 

 As His own servants we depart 

 With His salvation in our heart. 

 His saving power He has made known; 

 His love through all the earth is shown. 

 

 Lord, let us show the world Your light; 

 Let us declare Your glory bright. 

 Proclaim Your death until You come 

 To take Your ransomed servants home. 

  

 Glory to God, the Father, Son, 

 And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

 Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure 

 And steadfast love fore’er endure. 
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Prayer 
 

Benediction  
 

Hymn to Depart: 478 The Day of Resurrection 

 

 

 

 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
 

Acknowledgments 
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8:00 a.m. Choir
Hannah Mazur 
Bette Pring
Carol Wilson
Phyllis Leone

10:45 a.m. Praise Team
Dustin Banks

Hannah Mazur
Ralph Toppins

Colleen Toppins

Susan Moss
Barbara Moore
Joni Johnson
Paul Moore

Lenny Terry
Stephen Saxon
Ron Wilson
Michael Baltzell

Carol Wilson
Ron Wilson

Randy Coleman
Zachery Sain

Anniversaries
Daryl & Bette Pring 4/25

Todd & Jamie William 4/28

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Jack Mackowiak

Guest Pianists

8:00 a.m.
Acolyte: Emily Morgan 

Elder of the Month: Chuck Moss
Reader: Chris Annis

10:45 a.m. 
Acolyte: Leland Spooner
Elder of the Month: Jimmy Flateau
Reader: Dave Buth

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00am: 110

10:45am: 108
Total: 218

Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $ 5,387

Building Fund: $ 25

2022 Year to Date
Average Attendance: 114

Total Offerings: $ 100,874
Avg. Weekly Offerings: $ 6,305

Building: $ 914

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS (May 1) 
First Reading - Acts 9:1-22
Second Reading - Revelation 5:8-14 
Gospel Reading - John 21:1-19

Today’s altar flowers are provided 
by the Moss family in celebration 
of their grandchildrens’ birthdays.

Birthdays
Leland Spooner 4/24

Sharilyn Hodgson 4/27

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.
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