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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude Sursum Corda (Lift Up Your Hearts!) – John Ireland 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation / Opening Responses / Confession 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C Amen.  

P Yet even now, declares the Lord, return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with 

weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments. 

Therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

C  By the sweat of your brow you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, 

for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

P Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  

C Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning 

and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt 

you. 

P For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 

whereas worldly grief produces death. 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 

P As we begin our journey into Lent, let us pause to make confession. 

C Lord Jesus, it is our fault that You had to die. Our selfishness, self-pity, self-

reliance, stubbornness, all the many and varied ways we have sinned against 

You and broken Your commandments caused You to suffer death on the cross. 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust. O Lord, on Your way to death, have mercy on us. 

As we examine our own hearts, help us also to examine our response to Your 

love and Your call to lift up the cross for others to see. 

 

 

Imposition of Ashes     Voluntary: Psalm 51 – Wim Bomhof 
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Absolution 

P We learn more about ashes from nature. 

C Wildfires destroy forests, creating ash. Destructive volcanoes erupt, spreading 

ash for miles. 

P Yet beneath these ashes stirs the regeneration of life. The very ground, once 

destroyed, is nourished and fed, from which new life springs forth with exceeding 

abundance. 

C By the death and resurrection of Jesus, we have rebirth and renewal. Through 

the Gospel, God the Holy Spirit brings forth the fruit of the Spirit in our lives 

with exceeding abundance. 

P As a called and ordained servant of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I announce 

the grace of God to all of you. I forgive all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Joel 2:12–19 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 
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 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 

L  This is the word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God 

 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God. 

 1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 

in vain. 2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no 

obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as 

servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 

nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine 

love; 7by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 

the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander and 
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praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well 

known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, 

yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 

everything. 

L  This is the word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 16:13–20 

P  The Hold Gospel according to St. Matthew the sixteenth chapter 

C  Glory to You, O Lord 

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to 

them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-

Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 

heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples 

to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

P  This is the Gospel of our Lord 

C  Praise to You, O Christ 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 
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     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: 433 Glory Be to Jesus 
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5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Christ is the Heart - Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Gathering of Prayer Requests 

Voluntary           Prelude for Ash Wednesday - Craig Penfield 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion Liturgy 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P In his Small Catechism Martin Luther asks, “What is the Lord’s Supper?” 

C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

P He further asks, “What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?” 

C That is shown us by these words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins”; namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation 

are given us! 

P Therefore come and receive Christ’s true body and blood as we rejoice in our 

common salvation!  

 

Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 

Agnus Dei                    tune: LSB 451 

Lamb of God, have mercy on us, Lamb of God, to You we pray. 

Lamb of God, have mercy on us, Lamb of God, to You we pray. 

All the world's sin You have taken, You have borne the awful load;  

Grant us peace, have mercy on us, grant us peace, O Lamb of God.  

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Hymn: 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray…We have returned to You, Father, repenting in dust and ashes, washed 

in the cleansing waters of baptism, strengthened through the body and blood of 

Your Son given for us for the forgiveness of our sin. For all of this we give You 

thanks. Through Your Word and Sacraments increase our trust in You and 

strengthen our service to others. We pray through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P May the almighty and merciful Lord lead us in the way of peace. 

C Show us your ways, O Lord, and lead us along right pathways. 

P Guide us on our Lenten journey. 

C That we may grow in grace. 

P As you go on your way, may Christ go with you. May He go before you to show 

you the way.  May He go behind you to encourage you. May He go beside you to 

befriend you, above you to watch over you, and within you to give you peace. In 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude    Recessional into the Wilderness from The Ten Commandments – Elmer Bernstein 
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