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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe 
and confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the 
forms of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating 
and drinking.
Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that we who here 
receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament carries two 
pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Adult Bible Studies. 
Bible Study is on hold this week, and will resume next Sunday.

9:45 am – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3.  This class is led by 
Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck and is also available via Zoom. Join 
us for a study of the book of Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com 
for a Zoom link.

9:45 am – Study the Bible “One Book at a Time” with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom.  
This group is studying the Old Testament book of Esther.  Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com 
for a Zoom link for this class.

9:45 am – Pastor Jack leads a study of the book of Ephesians. This class meets in the Octogon 
room in the FLC.

Monday 7:00 pm -  A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom.  For 
the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.



THE CALL PROCESS – A Primer,
Read previous primer parts at http://www.abidingsavior.info/the-call-process

Sunday School for children through 5th grade - Join us in the Family Life Center fellowship 
hall at 9:45 or contact Sarah Sain at Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link for your 
child.

Parents and Tots Sunday School for preschoolers led by Susan Moss in the nursery at 10:00 am.

Children’s Activity Bulletins are available on the welcome table in the Narthex.
2022 Offering Envelopes may be found in your mailbox if you had envelopes during 2021.

If you did not have envelopes in 2021, and would like a box for 2022, sign your name on the 
clipboard by the welcome table.

2022 Flower Chart is up on the narthex wall near the church office. Dates are still available to 
sponsor altar flowers. The cost is $40. You may place a check in the offering plate with “Altar 
Flowers” on the memo line.

New Member Class, Sundays 2pm.  This class is for those who would like to know more about 
what Lutheran Christians believe and/or are interested in joining Abiding Savior. Contact 
Pastor Jack or the church office if you have any questions. Childcare is available on request.

Dave Anderson Concert - January 17, 2022 at 7:00 pm we will be hosting a Dave Anderson 
Concert benefitting the Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat. Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat benefits 
pastors and church workers, providing them resources for emotional and spiritual wellbeings.

Send Your Newsletter Articles to office@abidingsavior.info by the 25th of the month.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PREPARATION 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 362 O Sing of Christ sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 

Tune: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



2 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Kyrie 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of our newborn King, which is beyond our understanding, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our salvation from Christ, the Prince of Peace, for the proclamation of the Gospel 

and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the Holy Christian Church, for we have seen Your salvation that You have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

 O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 

of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever 

be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon 

used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 

Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon 

said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because 

he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward 

you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to 

sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king 

in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out 

or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good 

and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now 

do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none 

like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what 

you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, 

all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 

commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood 

before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace 

offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he 

predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making 

known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 

on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 

purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who 

were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when 

you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 

with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 

possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 

was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when 

he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was 

ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 

not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then 
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they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did 

not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found 

him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when 

his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have 

you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 
49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be 

in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 
51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And 

his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession of Faith 
C I believe in God the Father, who creates all that exists and provides everything I 

need.  

I believe in Jesus, the Christ-child prophesied by Isaiah, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, named by Joseph, announced by the angels, 

worshiped by the shepherds, adored by the Wise Men and celebrated by Simeon 

and Anna. 

He grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and people. He fulfilled 

God’s law on our behalf. Though He never sinned, He took on our sin. He 

suffered, died on a cross, and was laid in a tomb. On the third day He conquered 

death and the grave and now reigns at His Father’s right hand. He will return to 

receive all who cradle Him in the manger of their hearts. Thanks be to God for 

His gift too wonderful for words 

I believe the Holy Spirit calls me to the true faith, sustains me in times of great 

despair, and leads me to the true knowledge of Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and 

the Life. I believe I can experience the love of God through the Word, the 

Sacraments, prayer, and the loving community of believers.  

Amen. 

 

Sermon Christmas is Here… See Jesus 
 

Voluntary and Gathering of Prayer Requests 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation 

of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love 

those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Stand 

 

The Dismissal 
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Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come 

in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 

with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 

has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart: 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
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Anniversaries
Charles & Susan Moss 12/28

Daniel & Jessica Schmitt 12/29
Matthew & Laura Donovan 1/1

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Jack Mackowiak

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua Mazur

8:00 AM
Acolyte: Volunteer

Elder of the Month: Derek Sain
Reader: Kris Pagenkopf

10:45 AM 
Acolyte: Volunteer 
Elder of the Month: Fred Townsend
Reader: Ann Stone

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00am: 71

10:45am: 51
Total: 122

Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $ 5,234 

Building: $ 25

2021 Year to Date 
Avg. Attendance: 95
Offerings: $ 255,052

Avg. Weekly: $ 4,990
Building: $ 9,962

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS (January 2) 
First Reading - Isaiah 55:6-11 
Second Reading - Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:1-3 
Gospel Reading - Make 4:26-32

Today’s altar flowers are 
provided by Joshua Mazur in 

memory of Becky & Lee Mazur

Birthdays
Ralph Toppins 12/27

Greg Claus 12/30
Karen Herder 12/30

Ashley Gouthro 12/31
Daniel Schmitt 12/31

Kristia Mandeville 12/31
Daniel Maxwell 1/1

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – 352-331-4409 

Connecting Jesus to People’s Hearts
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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