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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe 
and confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the 
forms of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating 
and drinking.
Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that we who here 
receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament carries two 
pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Join us on Sundays
Worship Services at 8:00am and 10:45am, with Bible Breakfast right after the 8:00am service, 
and several Bible study class options to choose from at 9:45am.
Bible Studies are on hold this Sunday (December 26) and will resume Sunday January 2.

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Jack Mackowiak

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua Mazur

4:00pm
Acolyte: Volunteer

Elders: Fred Townsend & 
Derek Sain

8:00pm
Acolyte: Volunteer 
Elders: Derek Sain & 
Jimmy Flateau

6:00pm
Acolyte: Volunteer 

Elders: Michael Arden & 
Chuck Moss



Sunday Adult Bible Studies.
Bible studies are on hold this Sunday (December 26) and will resume in the New Year.

9:45 am – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3.  This class is led by 
Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck and is also available via Zoom. Join 
us for a study of the book of Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com 
for a Zoom link.

9:45 am – Study the Bible “One Book at a Time” with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom.  
This group begins studying the Old Testament book of Esther.  Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.
com for a Zoom link for this class.

9:45 am – Pastor Jack leads a study of the book of Ephesians. This class meets in the Octogon 
room in the FLC.

Monday 7:00 pm -  A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom.  For 
the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.

Sunday School for children through 5th grade continues! Join us in the Family Life Center 
fellowship hall at 9:45 or contact Sarah Sain at Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link for 
your child.

Parents and Tots Sunday School for preschoolers led by Susan Moss in the nursery at 10:00 am.
Those who have ordered poinsettias for the Christmas season can take yours home after the 

Christmas Eve Service.
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CHRISTMAS EVE  
December 24, 2021 

8:00 pm 

 

Prelude      Gather Round Ye Children, Come  

            From Behold the Lamb of God 
 

Gather round ye children come 
Listen to the old, old story 

Of the power of death undone 
By an infant born of glory 
Son of God, Son of Man 

 

Gather 'round, remember now 
How creation held its breath 

How it let out a sigh 
And it filled up the sky with the angels 

Son of God, Son of Man 
 

So, sing out with joy for the brave little boy 
Who was God, but He made Himself nothing 

Well, He gave up His pride 
And He came here to die as a man 

 

Therefore, God exalted Him 
To the place of highest praises 

And He gave Him a name above every name 
That at the very name of Jesus, Son of God 

We would sing out with joy for the brave little boy 
Who was God, but He made Himself nothing' 

Well, He gave up His pride 
And He came here to die like a man 

 

So, in heav'n and earth and below 
Every knee would bow in worship 

Ev'ry tongue would proclaim 
Jesus, He reigns with the angels 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: O Lord, We Welcome Thee    TLH 93  

1. O Lord, we welcome Thee, Our hearts for joy are leaping. 

Thou, Jesus, dearest Child, Thy precious promise keeping, 

Art come from heav’n to earth To be our brother dear; 
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Thou, gracious Son of God, Wilt banish all our fear. 
 

2. To Thee alone we cling, For Thee all else forsaking; 

On Thee alone we build Tho’ heav’n and earth be quaking. 

To Thee alone we live, In Thee alone we die; 

O Jesus, dearest Lord, With Thee we reign on high. 

 

Opening Versicles 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music.  

C Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things;  

P His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

C He has remembered His love and His faithfulness.  

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us confess God’s righteous judgment of our sins and beg for forgiveness. 

C O God, on this holy night we gather to celebrate the gift of Your answer to our 

sin and need. Even before we ask it You have provided for us what we need the 

most. Grant us the gift of Your forgiveness as we confess all our sin with which 

we have offended You and brought suffering and death upon ourselves. May the 

love You have for the whole world be upon us; may Your Son be born in us this 

day; may Your forgiveness cleanse us and give us life for the sake of His name. 

Amen. 

P “You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” Upon 

this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. In the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us pray… 

O loving God, You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Turn our thoughts toward Bethlehem and the Christ Child. May the words of 

Scripture remind us again that the old story is ever so new. May the carols reveal to 

us again the wonder and mystery of His birth. May the candles symbolize for us Your 

Son as the Light of the world. May all who have known this mystery of that Light on 

earth come to the full measure of its joy in heaven, where You live and reign with the 

Babe of Bethlehem and the Holy Spirit now and forever.   

C Amen. 
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The Prophecy Of The Light – Isaiah 9 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them a light has dawned. 

P You have multiplied the nation; You have increased its joy; 

C they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 

divide the spoil. 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

C and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

P and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

C Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end. 

 

Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory     LSB 367 

1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth, 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, 

Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

Yonder shines the infant Light. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar, 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

Ye have seen His natal star. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

The Preparation For The Light – Luke 1 

P An angel came to Mary and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
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C But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 

greeting this might be. 

P And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  

C And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

P And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

C And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy – the Son of God.”  

P And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 

word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

Hymn: This Night A Wondrous Revelation    TLH 88 

1. This night a wondrous revelation  

Makes known to me God’s love and grace; 

The Child that merits adoration 

Brings light to our benighted race; 

And though a thousand suns did shine, 

Still brighter were that Light divine. 
 

2. O Jesus, precious Sun of gladness, 

Fill Thou my soul with light, I pray, 

Dispel the gloomy night of sadness 

And teach Thou me this Christmas Day 

How I a child of light may be, 

Aglow with light that comes from Thee. 

 

The Preparation For The Light – Matthew 1 

P Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 

the Holy Spirit.  

C And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. 

P But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
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C She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 

P All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

C “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

P When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 

took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 

name Jesus. 

 

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem            LSB 361 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

The Coming Of The Light – Luke 2 – From Behold the Lamb of God 

 

It Came to Pass 
It came to pass back in those days that Caesar, he decreed 

A census would be taken of the Roman world, you see 
So everyone packed up and headed back to their home towns 

And this couple up from Galilee to Bethlehem was bound 
 

So it came to pass this man named Joe was with his fiance 
Back when her pregnancy began to show he planned to go away 

But it came to pass that in a dream an angel of the Lord 
Said, "Joseph, don't you be afraid to marry Mary for 
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The little baby in her womb it is the Holy Spirit's work 
You may have read the prophet said a virgin would give birth 

 

So it came to pass that Joseph was the noblest of men 
With a woman on a donkey on their way to Bethlehem 

And I wonder whether either was aware enough that day 
To know the child would bring a Kingdom 

And the old would come to pass away 
 

Labor of Love 
It was not a silent night 

There was blood on the ground 
You could hear a woman cry 
In the alleyways that night 

On the streets of David's town 
And the stable was not clean 

And the cobblestones were cold 
And little Mary full of grace 
With the tears upon her face 

Had no mother's hand to hold 
 

It was a labor of pain 
It was a cold sky above 

But for the girl on the ground in the dark 
With every beat of her beautiful heart 

It was a labor of love 
 

Noble Joseph by her side 
Callused hands and weary eyes 

There were no midwives to be found 
On the streets of David's town 

In the middle of the night 
So he held her and he prayed 

Shafts of moonlight on his face 
But the baby in her womb 

He was the maker of the moon 
He was the Author of the faith 

That could make the mountains move 

 

The Promise Announced – Luke 2 

P And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 

C And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were filled with great fear. 
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P And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

C And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.” 

P And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying, 

C “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!”  

 

Hymn: To Shepherds as They Watched by Night    TLH 103 

1. To shepherds as they watched by night 

Appeared a host of angels bright; 

Behold the tender Babe, they said, 

In yonder lowly manger laid. 
 

2. At Bethlehem, in David’s town, 

As Micah did of old make known; 

‘Tis Jesus Christ, your Lord and King, 

Who doth to all salvation bring. 

 

The Adoration – Luke 2 

P When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” 

C And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 

P And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 

C But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

P And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 

Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard On High     LSB 368 

1. Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
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Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 

2. Shepherds why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Wise Men Find The Christmas Rose – Matthew 2 

P Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,  

C “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him.” 

P When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born. They told him,  

C “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

P Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared. 

C And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 

and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 

him.” 

P After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 

seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 

was. 

C When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

P And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 

and worshiped him.  

C Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense 

and myrrh.  
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P And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 

country by another way. 

 

Hymn: Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming     LSB 359 

1. Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming 

As prophets long have sung. 

 It came a flower bright, 

 Amid the cold of winter, 

 When half-spent was the night. 
 

2. This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

The darkness ev’rywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens ev’ry load. 

 

The Message 

 

Prayer Of The Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Words Of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: Behold the Lamb of God  

 

Lighting Of The Candles 
P Tonight we celebrate the coming of Christ, the Light of the world. Our candles bear 

witness to the Light, and brighten this time of our celebration. With the coming of 

God’s Son, Jesus, Emmanuel, the Light shines still more brightly. 
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C By the light of God’s creating Word, we are led to the brighter light of faith and 

trust in Him. The Light of our Lord continues to shine as it glows in our lives of 

Christian love and service, for God has given us His Word. 

 

(As you light your candle, please hold the lit candle upright and tip the unlit candle to 

receive the light. You may extinguish your candles after the hymn.) 

 

Hymn:  Silent Night        LSB 363 
 

Praise Team:  Cold are the people, winter of life 

We tremble in shadows this cold endless night 

Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping 

Flowers that will echo the sunrise 

Fire of hope is our only warmth 

Weary, it's flame will be dying soon. 
 

Voice in the distance, call in the night 

On wind you enfold us You speak of the light 

Gentle on the ear you whisper softly 

Rumours of a dawn so embracing 

Breathless love awaits darkened souls 

Soon will we know of the morning. 
 

Spirit among us, shine like the star 

Your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar 

Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely 

Rising in the warmth of your son's love 

Star unknowing of night and day 

Spirit we wait for your loving Son. 
 

All:   Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

a cappella: Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Benediction 
P The Lord’s benediction is not a wish. As I speak this blessing of the Lord, the gift is 

yours.  Receive it with joy on this holy night, as the Holy Spirit opens this gift and 

reveals its truth to you: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 

give you His peace. 

C Amen! 

 

Closing Hymn: Joy to the World      LSB 387 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

  

2. Joy to the earth the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

Postlude   Gather Round Ye Children Come (Reprise) from Behold the Lamb of God 
 



In Memory of those who have died from Covid
By Judy Bates

In Memory of Valerie Schadow
By Jean & Eckhard Schadow

In Memory of Elizabeth Briner
By Marilyn Jaquette

In Memory of our parents
By Betty & Gary Smith

In Memory of Loved Ones
By Karen Nobles

In Memory of Ethel Heiss & Harvey Heiss,  
Dr. Sheldon Zane 

And in Honor of the Birth & Saving Grace of 
Jesus Christ

By Janice Forguson-Hamilton

In Honor of our Lord Jesus
By Len & Muriel Young

In Memory of Marilyn Kohlberg
By the Schmitt Family



In Memory of Allan & Arline Schmitt
By the Schmitt Family

In Memory of Jerry & Marguerite Shelby,  
Louis & Catherine Kacie, and in Honor of our Lord

By A.C. Schoonmaker
In Memory of Barbara B. Schoonmaker,  

David & Dorthy Bale, and Allen & Vesta Schoonmaker
By A.C. Schoonmaker

In Loving Memory of Art Swett
By Marlene Swett

In Loving Memory of Pastor Alan Struckmeyer
By Linda Struckmeyer

In honor of God and the many blessing bestowed on 
family and friends
By Pattie H. Gill

In Memory of Susan Schutte, Mike Small,  
Lynn & Ardis Mathews, Bill & Marie Small,  

and Jim Small
By Joel & Kathy Mathews

In Memory of Hazel Martin
By Carol & Larry Mackenzie

In Loving Memory of Fred Townsend Sr.  
and Patricia McPhersen (Priscilla’s mother)

By the Townsend Family


	back page filler
	christmas eve cover
	poinsettia orders 2
	Christmas Eve 8 2021



