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Announcements and Reminders
Communion Statement

In accordance with the teachings of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we believe 
and confess that in this Sacrament we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the 
forms of bread and wine. Our gathering at the Table of the Lord is not a mere symbolic eating 
and drinking.
Receiving the body and blood of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that we who here 
receive this Sacrament share this common belief. Such celebration of the Sacrament carries two 
pastoral concerns:

• That all communicants understand what God is giving to us in His Supper. The New 
Testament speaks of grave harm that will come upon anyone who does not “discern the 
Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29). We desire that you receive this gift to your good and 
never to your harm.

• Each one should be able to examine themselves and recognize their sin and need for God’s 
grace, lest we contradict Christ by sin against Him and sin against His people. In this 
Sacrament we are most fully at one with Christ and with one another, and so we should 
come to this Table at peace with Him and at peace with all our sisters and brothers.

Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of common faith, worshipers 
who have a different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to 
receive the Sacrament should first speak with an Elder or the Pastor before communing.
For those with health concerns, gluten-free wafers are available on request and non-alcoholic 
wine is available in the center cups of each communion tray. Those who do not wish to commune 
may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms over their chest at the communion rail.

Sunday Adult Bible Studies.

9:45 am – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3.  This class is led by 
Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck and is also available via Zoom. Join 
us for a study of the book of Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com 
for a Zoom link.

9:45 am – Study the Bible “One Book at a Time” with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom.  
This group is studying the Old Testament book of Daniel.  Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com 
for a Zoom link for this class.

9:45 am – Pastor Jack leads a study of the book of Ephesians. This class meets in the Octogon 
room in the FLC.

Note: There will be no Sunday Bible Studies on 12/26.

Monday 7:00 pm -  A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom.  For 
the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.



THE CALL PROCESS – A Primer, final part 
At an official voters meeting, the congregation will vote on the list of nominees as presented 
by the Call Committee. Since it is the congregation which extends the call to a nominee, the 
Call Committee will typically bring more than one nominee. The Call Committee may feel 
comfortable with several nominees, and should bring as many as they feel would be suitable as 
the congregation’s Pastor. The Call Committee will also attempt to provide as much information 
as will be helpful for the congregation to make a Godly decision. The congregation should have a 
choice, not simply be putting a stamp on the Call Committee’s choice.
The constitution of Abiding Savior dictates a simple majority of those present is needed to extend 

Christmas Celebration (aka Madrigal Dinner) Tonight at 6 pm. Tickets are $10 and 
for sale after each service.

Sunday School for children through 5th grade continues! Join us in the Family Life Center 
fellowship hall at 9:45 or contact Sarah Sain at Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link for 
your child.

Parents and Tots Sunday School for preschoolers led by Susan Moss in the nursery at 10:00 am.

Children’s Activity Bulletins are available on the welcome table in the Narthex.
Christmas Eve Services - December 24 at 4pm, 6pm, and 8pm.
Order poinsettias for the Christmas season in memory or honor of someone special in your 

life. Payment must be made at the time the order is placed. The last day to order is TODAY, 
the cost for each poinsettia is $8. You can take yours home after the 8:00 pm service on 
December 24. 
Order forms can be found on the table in the narthex.

2022 Offering Envelopes may be found in your mailbox if you had envelopes during 2021.
If you did not have envelopes in 2021, and would like a box for 2022, sign your name on 
the clipboard by the welcome table.

2022 Flower Chart is up on the narthex wall near the church office. Dates are still available to 
sponsor altar flowers. The cost is $40. You may place a check in the offering plate with “Altar 
Flowers” on the memo line.

Portals of Prayer and Advent Devotion Books from Lutheran Hour ministries are on the 
welcome table in the narthex.

New Member Class, Sundays 2pm.  This class is for those who would like to know more about 
what Lutheran Christians believe and/or are interested in joining Abiding Savior. Contact 
Pastor Jack or the church office if you have any questions. Childcare is available on request.

Send Your Newsletter Articles to office@abidingsavior.info by the 25th of the month.



a call to a nominee. After one nominee has received that vote, a motion should be made to make 
it a unanimous vote to call that person. This is an indication of the full and complete support 
of the congregation for this Pastor, even though he may not have been everyone’s first choice. 
The Pastor deserves that support as the congregation hopes to move forward together. Typically, 
any information shared about nominees is viewed as confidential and should be collected and 
destroyed at the end of the meeting. 
Provisions should be made at the voters meeting to fill out and sign the appropriate call 
documents and accompanying letters. These things should be sent within a day to the elected 
nominee for his consideration. It is now that Pastor’s task to gather whatever information he 
feels will be helpful to make a Godly decision. There is no prescribed timeline for the Pastor to 
respond. Generally accepted protocol suggests a response be made in about 30 days. The calling 
congregation may choose to communicate with the Pastor during that time to offer any additional 
information or arrange a visit or answer other requests from the Pastor. We may ask when the 
Pastor expects to decide, but should not apply pressure to make the decision.
Throughout the whole process ask that God’s will be done. Remember that our decision to 
call the elected Pastor should be in response to what we honestly believe is God’s will for our 
congregation. Do not assume that the Pastor will automatically come. He must seek whether it is 
God’s will to come or God’s will to stay. Pray that God bless his thoughts and decision.
Should the elected Pastor feel it is God’s will to stay where he is serving and not come to be our 
Pastor, we begin again. If more than one name was presented, the Call Committee may see if any 
of the other names are still viable and bring them again for consideration. If none of the names 
are viable, the process begins again with a new request for names from the District President.   
Should the elected Pastor accept the call, an agreeable time will be selected for his ministry to 
begin at Abiding Savior. Plans will be made for his installation. Remember, this Pastor will be 
different from the former Pastors. Please don’t compare them. God gives different gifts to each 
of His servants to help all His people. God will choose a person with the special gifts Abiding 
Savior needs to grow in faith and love. 
The call process does not always work as we might prefer, but be patient. We are doing the 
Lord’s work. The points expressed here are based on historical practice. They may differ among 
congregations, but are offered here as “best practices.” We continue to pray for God’s guidance 
and direction throughout the call process. We have been richly blessed as we have seen God’s 
hand at work in our midst thus far. We look forward to His continued presence and blessings as 
we move forward. 

Read previous primer parts at http://www.abidingsavior.info/the-call-process
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
PREPARATION  

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Hymn: 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Introit - Choir Anthem - O Come, Divine Messiah 

 
O come, divine Messiah! 

The world in silence waits the day 

When hope shall sing its triumph, 

And sadness flee away. 
 

Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. 

Dispel the night and show your face, 

And bid us hail the dawn of grace. 

O come, Divine Messiah! 

The world in silence waits the day 

When hope shall sing its triumph, 

And sadness flee away. 
 

O come, Desired of nations, 

Whom priest and prophet long foretold. 

Come break the captive's fetters, 

Redeem the long-lost fold. 
 

O come in peace and meekness, 

For lowly will your cradle be: 

Though clothed in human weakness 

We shall your Godhead see. 

 

 

Confession and absolution 
P Through the prophet Micah the Lord promised that the One to be born in Bethlehem 

would provide peace and security for His people. 

C We confess that we have sought protection through our own efforts, our society, 

and our nation. We have failed to trust our Lord for all things in good times and 

bad. We ask God to help us be aware of His strong, guiding presence among us.  

P When our Lord came to earth He offered His own body as the complete sacrifice for 

sin.  

C We confess that at times we have expected God to look kindly upon us because we 

have lived moral lives in our own eyes. We have failed to rely on the total grace of 

God in Christ. We ask God to keep the cross and empty tomb before us so that 

we may see the true beauty our Savior brings. 
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P Mary sang of God’s caring for the poor and downtrodden, and His remembering all 

His promises. 

C We confess that our care has too often been limited to the holiday season and to 

charitable donations. We have failed to be God’s hands and feet to visit and 

relieve the plight of the hungry and forgotten around us so that they may magnify 

the Lord with us. We ask God to open our eyes for opportunities to serve in His 

name.  
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P The beauty of Advent and Christmas is that our heavenly Father remembered all His 

promises and sent His Son Jesus to meet our needs in time and for eternity. With His 

death on the cross our Lord Jesus Christ paid for our sins and the sins of the whole 

world. The Holy Spirit has worked faith in our hearts and hears our prayers. God 

indeed forgives us and moves us to walk in paths pleasing to Him. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
P This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, 

C but that God loved us and sent His Son to be the means by which our sins are 

forgiven. 

P If this is how God loved us,  

C then we should love one another. 

P We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into our darkness. 

C With the coming of this light there is love. Such great love helps us love both God 

and one another. 
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Hymn: We Light the Advent Candle sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Abiding Savior no. 10016675 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray…Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Help us by Your might, that the 

sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 

 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

 you have taken no pleasure. 
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7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 

establish the second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 

Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when 

Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the 

mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting 

came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
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     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

 

Hymn: 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 

 

 

 



8 

 

Sermon – Christmas is Here…Feel the Joy     Luke 1:39-45 

 

Voluntary & Collection of Prayer Requests 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is good, right and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus      Holy, Holy, Holy  (Tune: Hark the Herald)  

C Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

 God of hosts, by all adored! 

 Heav’n and earth cannot contain 

 All the glory of Your name! 

 Hail, hosanna, God most high! 

 Blest is He who now draws nigh 

 In the name of God the King! 

 Hallelujahs glad we sing: 

 Hail, hosanna! Praises due 

 Be forever, Lord, to You! 

  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You sent Your Son in the fullness of 

time to rescue our fallen race. He came willingly to offer His own body as the sacrifice 

for all sin. Gathered in His name, we pray You to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

through this Sacrament. Be present at our table, Lord; come and save us! To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer          (Tune: Away in a Manger)   
C Our Father in heaven,  

All praise to Your name! 

Your kingdom among us 

Your will done the same 

By mortals and angels. 

Come, Lord reign alone: 

O, hear us and bless us 

From heaven’s high throne. 

 

The bread that we yearn for  

Provide us each day; 

As we forgive others, 

Our sins take away. 

In times of temptation, 

To lead us be near; 

From evil deliver 

Your children most dear. 

 

For Yours is the kingdom; 

O’er all things You reign. 

And Yours is the power; 

All things You maintain. 

To You be the glory, 

Resounding again 

From all of creation, 

Forever! Amen.  

 

Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C AMEN. 
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Agnus Dei    Lamb of God (Tune: O come, O come Emmanuel) 

C O Lamb of God You take away 

The sin of all, have mercy, Lord, we pray! 

O Lamb of God You take away 

The sin of all, have mercy, Lord, we pray! 

O Lamb of God our faith increase, 

And grant us now Your gift of peace! 

Sit 

Distribution 
Stand 

Dismissal 

Nunc Dimittis       Song of Simeon (Tune: From Heaven Above) 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P God of light, with our eyes we have seen Your salvation, and In this supper we have 

feasted on Your grace. Send us forth into the world to be Your holy people, revealing 

Your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction   

 

Hymn: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come sts. 1–2, 6, 8 

 

 

 
Text (st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 



Anniversaries
Greg & Maria Claus 12/22

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Jack Mackowiak

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua Mazur

8:00 AM
Acolyte: Volunteer

Elder of the Month: Derek Sain
Reader: Chris Annis

10:45 AM 
Acolyte: Volunteer 
Elder of the Month: Fred Townsend
Reader: Dustin Banks

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00am: 73

10:45am: 62
Total: 135

Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $  6,857 

Building: $ 89

2021 Year to Date 
Avg. Attendance: 93

Total Offerings: $ 249,818
Avg. Weekly: $ 4,986

Building: $ 9,938

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS (December 26) 
First Reading - 1 Kings 3:4-15 
Second Reading - Ephesians 1:3-14 
Gospel Reading - Luke 2:40-52

Today’s altar flowers are 
provided by the Youngs for 

Muriel’s Birthday.

Birthdays
Kevin Hooper 12/19
Paul Schubring 12/21
Jamie Williams 12/24
Muriel Young 12/25

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – 352-331-4409 

Connecting Jesus to People’s Hearts
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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