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Announcements and Reminders
The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, 
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood 
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great 
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an usher.

Sunday Adult Bible Studies. 
Sunday Schools will resume next week.

9:45 am – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3.  This class is led by 
Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck and is also available via Zoom. Join 
us for a study of the book of Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com 
for a Zoom link.

9:45 am – Study the Bible “One Book at a Time” with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom.  
This group is studying the Old Testament book of Daniel.  Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com 
for a Zoom link for this class.

9:45 am – Pastor Jack leads a study of the book of Ephesians. This class meets in the Octogon 
room in the FLC.

Monday 7:00 pm -  A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom.  For 
the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.

Sunday School for children through 5th grade continues! Join us in the Family Life Center 
fellowship hall at 9:45 or contact Sarah Sain at Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link for 
your child.

Parents and Tots Sunday School for preschoolers led by Susan Moss in the nursery at 10:00 am.

Children’s Activity Bulletins are available on the welcome table in the Narthex.



November 21 at 4pm – Reserve your seats by signing up on the clipboard found on the outreach 
table in the narthex.  There is no cost to attend this event, but cleanup assistance will be 
appreciated.

In the month of November, we will feature the various areas of Outreach here at ASLC on a 
table in the narthex.

Bread of the Mighty - From now until Sunday, November 21, we will be collecting both 
monetary donations and food donations to support Bread of the Mighty Food Bank. Every $1 
provides 8 meals, and food items are of course, welcomed also. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service - November 24 at 7 pm
First Midweek Advent Service - December 1 at 7 pm
Decorate the Church for the Advent Season – December 4 at 9 am.  Help make our sanctuary 

beautiful for the Christmas Season!
Congregational Meeting will be held between services on December 5 in the FLC. Members 

will be asked to consider the church operating budget for 2022.
Danza! Capella Nova presents Rustic Holiday Songs & Dances with instrumental ensemble – 

December 11 at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary
Youth Progressive Dinner beginning at 4 pm on Dec. 18. This is an event for our youth and 

their guests.
Christmas Celebration (aka Madrigal Dinner) on December 19 at 6 pm. Look for tickets to go 

on sale soon. 

New Member Class, Sundays 2pm.  This class is designed for those who would like to know 
more about what Lutheran Christians believe and/or are interested in joining Abiding Savior. 
Contact Pastor Jack or the church office if you have any questions.  Childcare is available on 
request.

The blood drive on November 14 has been canceled. Look for rescheduled date.
Call Committee Update: Paul Moore chairs the Call Committee. The other members are Jan 

Banks, Jeremy Hernandez, Karen Nobles, Derek Sain, Sarah Suter, and Heather Wilson
Send Your Newsletter Articles to office@abidingsavior.info by the 25th of the month.

Thanksgiving Dinner Next Week!



THE CALL PROCESS – A Primer, part 2 
The Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) of our Synod periodically issues 
reports on various topics. In 2003 they filed the report, “Theology and Practice of the Divine 
Call.” In this report they stated, “As we summarize the biblical data that pertain to the call into 
the public ministry of the Word, we can say in general the following. First, the biblical writers 
give us several pictures of how the church actually went about the process of selecting pastors 
in ‘normal,’ settled situations. Second, the texts that address the issue are largely descriptive and 
narrative in character. This raises the difficult hermeneutical question as to whether these texts 
are unique to themselves, or whether they provide normative guidelines for the church in all 
times and places. In any case, however, they do not provide any explicit directives regarding the 
practice of the call. Any guidance drawn from these examples, therefore, will necessarily have to 
be inferential. We may further conclude that the New Testament appears to be more concerned 
with the qualifications and characteristics of the individual called to serve than the procedure for 
placing him into office. It also seems more important for the church to know that the man who 
occupies the pastoral office has been placed there by God (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4).”  
The CTCR also states, “The Lutheran Confessions emphasize that one must be rightly called 
in order to function in the office of the public ministry, but they do not say much about how 
this is done or what this means. The clues they give can be illuminated by what the reformers 
did historically. In general, the Confessions stress two points: pastors are not self-appointed; 
and, bishops are not the exclusive ones who may ordain.” The CTCR reminds us, “It must be 
remembered, of course, that our situation in the twenty-first century is not identical with that of 
the sixteenth century (e.g., government officials are not involved in the process).”
It does seem, however, that we are in line with the Lutheran thinking of our sixteenth century 
fellow believers when we create appropriate systems for finding out more about the teaching and 
life of candidates for a local pastorate than when we try to guess. 
Because of the circumstances surrounding the founding of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod (LCMS), C.F.W. Walther wrote extensively on the topic of the call. In the next installment 
we will look at some of his statements and how the process works.

 More to come…
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
30th Anniversary Service of Word and Sacrament 

 

Prelude                                              Festive Trumpet Tune (David German) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Hymn: 686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Invocation and Opening Sentences 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; 

C Amen. 

P This is the name by which our God reveals Himself. 

C This is the name He has given us in our Baptism. 

P In this name we have gathered these 30 years. 

C In this name we gather today to celebrate His gracious acts.  

P As people of God, we join this day to celebrate the anniversary of this Christian 

congregation. 

C We thank God for being our help in ages past. 

P As people of God, we join this day to look not only to the past, but to the future as 

well. 

C We thank God for being our hope for years to come. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Together we stand at a milestone in the history of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church. 

This compels us to pause and examine our lives, particularly in light of our 

stewardship of the mysteries and mission of the church. As we confess our sinfulness, 

let us here affirm that our church – as every Christian church – leans on the 

forgiveness of sins through faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

C Merciful God of the Church, we confess we are by nature sinful. We have done 

wrong and failed to do what is right. Where You have blessed, our church has 

succeeded; but we have been inconsistent stewards. We profess to be people of the 

Bible, but we fail to study it as we ought. We profess to trust only in Your grace, 

but we still cling to self-righteousness and treat others ungraciously. We profess 

to be people of faith, but when it comes to Your work, we are timid in witness and 

worry about how we can pay the bills. Strengthen us, Lord, and grant us Your 

forgiveness.  

P God is indeed the Lord of His church and is faithful where we are unfaithful. Because 

we have broken the covenant of the Law, God has established forever the covenant of 

the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Being rooted and established in love, 

may we have the power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide, long, high, 

and deep is the love of Christ, and to know His love that surpasses knowledge – that 

we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. In the name and by the 
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command of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  Praise God for His power and love! 

P Let us pray…Lord of time and God of history, we ask You to keep our congregation 

and its leaders under Your care. We thank You for all the blessings we have known in 

times past. You have been our faithful God and we have been Your blessed people. 

Lead us to an ever-greater appreciation of Your many kindnesses, that we may see 

Your goodness among us and glorify Your name. This we ask through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord.  

 

C Amen.. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Song of Praise                                                          Lord I Lift Your Name On High 

Lord I lift Your name on high 

Lord I love to sing Your praises 

I'm so glad You're in my life 

I'm so glad You came to save us 

You came from heaven to earth 

To show the way 

From the earth to the cross 

My debt to pay 

From the cross to the grave 

From the grave to the sky 

Lord I lift Your name on high 

 

Sit 

 

First Reading        Joshua 24:16-28 

A reading from the twenty-fourth chapter of the Book of Joshua; with a focus on Grace 

Alone – we are saved, united with each other, and given lives of purpose, all by grace.  

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 

other gods, for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and 

preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 
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passed. And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 

land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Second Reading         Hebrews 10:16-25 

A reading from the tenth chapter of Hebrews, with a focus on Scripture Alone – 

remember, listen and consider how God has guided us by His Word.  

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will 

put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” then he adds, “I will 

remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there is forgiveness of 

these, there is no longer any offering for sin. Therefore, brothers, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that 

he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised 

is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 

the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Gospel Reading       John 3:1-17 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the third chapter, with a focus on Faith 

Alone – we are saved by believing in the saving action of God in Christ. 

C Glory to You, O Lord!  

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This 

man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 

the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 



6 

 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

again.’  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the 

teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, 

we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 

receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how 

can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except 

he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 

the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.  
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn: 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
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Sermon                                                         Stewards for Christ’s Covenant 
 

Stand 

 
Prayer Of The Church 

 

P With thankful hearts, Lord, we bring our prayers this day. We praise You for Your 

special graces shown to us throughout the life of our congregation.  

C We remember Your many acts of kindness to Your people through all ages. As 

Your Holy Spirit works among us, may we increase in faith, in hope, and in 

charity.   

P We pray for our world and for all people who share it with us, especially for the 

neighborhood in which this congregation has ministered for these 30 years.   

C Give us all things needed for our lives and grant that we may be good stewards of 

our earth and good neighbors in our community. 

P On this day of celebration, we pray for those with special needs, whose earthly 

journeys are challenging or difficult. Especially we remember the sick, the shut-in, and 

also those others known to each of us who at this time are in need of our petitions.  
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C Preserve them from despair and depression brought on by the circumstances of 

their lives.  Keep them strong in faith and grant Your wisdom of perspective that 

places all earthly concerns under Your direction and care.    

P We thank You for the faithful witness of those no longer with us here on earth who 

rejoice in Your eternal presence. 

C May we be inspired by their faithful witness and seek to serve You constantly all 

of our days. 

P Finally, we pray for ourselves. We have known Your grace through Word and 

Sacrament in this congregation for thirty years. Keep alive in us, Lord, a willingness to 

seek out those who live apart from You. 

C Make of us an increasing blessing in our community, our nation, and our world. 

Give us wisdom and courage that we may speak boldly the word of Christian 

conscience; that we may match our words of concern with actions of charity and 

kindness; that we may be for others what Christ has always been for us – light in 

the darkness and an ensign of hope in the chaos; for we are nothing less than His 

Body at work in this world. We ask in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  

Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Communion Liturgy 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P We come to the table to eat and be satisfied. 

C We come to experience the real presence of the risen Christ in bread and wine. 

P Fill us, O Lord, with the abundance of Your love and grace in this meal. 

C Feed us with Your holy food so we will never be hungry. 

P In his Large Catechism Luther says, "With this Word you can strengthen your 

conscience and declare: Let a hundred thousand devils...come forward and say, ‘How 

can bread and wine be Christ's body and blood?’ Still I know that all the spirits and 

scholars put together have less wisdom than the divine Majesty has in His littlest 

finger. Here is Christ's word: ‘Take, eat, this is My body.’ ‘Drink of this, all of you, 
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this is the New Testament in My blood.’ ”Send down on us, O Father, the Spirit of life 

and power, glory and love, that in this Holy Communion we may be made one with 

Him and He with us, that we may remain faithful members of His body until we eat 

with Him in His heavenly kingdom. 

C Come risen Lord; live in us that we may live in You. 

P Now with all the faithful who ever were, are, and will be, with all creation in all time, 

with joy we sing: 

Sanctus    LSB 208 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanksgiving 

P Dear Savior, we come to Your table at Your gracious invitation to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy sacrament in 

faith for the salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy name; through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who also teaches us to pray:  

 

Lord’s Prayer  
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Words Of Christ 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei 
 LSB 210 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sit 

Distribution Song                                                                       Revelation Song 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis – “Song of Simeon”                LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P Bountiful God, You have gifted us with life, redemption, truth, comfort, forgiveness, 

and now this blessed communion with Christ and with one another. We praise You 

once more and pray that this blessed sacrament may renew and strengthen our 



13 

 

commitment to You and the work You lay before us. Increase in us love and care for 

the circle of friends gathered here At Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, for the people 

of Gainesville and our surrounding communities, and for the mission fields of this 

world. Help us to do all we can to be in mission in the years to come; until we join the 

Church Triumphant and bask in the Sonlight forever. 

C Alleluia! Amen! 

        

The Benediction 

 

Hymn: 821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Postlude                                           Mighty to Save 
 



Survey Results
Our survey results and other input from our transition teams and staff has resulted in a Pastor 

Profile. According to that information Abiding Savior seeks a Pastor with: 
A relational leadership style 
Passion for growth and pastoral care 
Multiple staff experience

Strengths in: 
Establishing an atmosphere to which people are attracted and in which they can grow.

Preaching 
Providing leadership to the congregation 
Teaching 
Personally ministering to needs of members

If you know of a Pastor you think fits this profile, please suggest that name to our Call 
Committee before November 22, 2021. Use the form in the narthex to offer your suggestion.



ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Jack Mackowiak

Director of Music Ministry: Joshua Mazur

10:30 AM 
Acolyte: Volunteer 

Elders of the Month: Charles Moss & Jimmy Flateau
Readers: Brenda Arden & Marilyn Palumbo

Last Week’s Attendance
8:00am: 52

10:45am: 40
Total: 92

Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $  8,310 

Building: $ 75

2021 Year to Date 
Avg. Attendance: 92

Total Offerings: $ 224,584
Avg. Weekly: $ 4,981

Building: $ 9,652

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS (November 21) 
First Reading - Daniel 7:9-10 
Second Reading - Revelation 1:4-8
Gospel Reading - John 18:33-37

Today’s altar flowers are 
provided by Liz Torrence in 
memory of James Torrence.

Birthdays
Kathy Schmitt 11/16

Sue Andes 11/16

If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to  
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606 
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – 352-331-4409 

Connecting Jesus to People’s Hearts
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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