Abiding Savior
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Gainesville, Florida

All Saints Sunday
November 7, 2021
Rev. Jack Mackowiak

Announcements and Reminders
The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death
until He comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an usher.
Bible Breakfast & Fellowship: 9:15am in the Family Life Center.
Sunday Adult Bible Studies
Adult Bible Studies will not meet next Sunday due to the 30th Anniversary Celebrations.
9:45 am – “Girl Friends” Bible Study meets in the Library of Building 3. This class is led by
Linda Struckmeyer, Debbie Hill, and Karen Brautcheck and is also available via Zoom. Join
us for a study of the book of Hebrews titled “Better”. Contact Linda at struck60@gmail.com
for a Zoom link.
9:45 am – Study the Bible “One Book at a Time” with Chuck Moss in the Building 1 classroom.
This group is studying the Old Testament book of Daniel. Contact Chuck_Moss@msn.com
for a Zoom link for this class.
9:45 am – Pastor Jack leads a study of the book of Ephesians. This class meets in the Octogon
room in the FLC.
Monday 7:00 pm - A study of the book of Colossians is led by Joshua Mazur via Zoom. For
the Zoom link, contact Jmazur@abidingsavior.info.
Sunday School for children through 5th grade continues! Join us in the Family Life Center
fellowship hall at 9:45 or contact Sarah Sain at Sarah.d.sain@gmail.com for an online link for
your child.
Parents and Tots Sunday School for preschoolers led by Susan Moss in the nursery at 10:00 am.
Children’s Activity Bulletins are available on the welcome table in the Narthex.

Abiding Savior’s 30th Anniversary Celebration Next Week!
Last week to submit a new picture for the directory. We are printing the directory for the 30th
anniversary next week. If you have information you need updated or a current picture for your
household, send it to office@abidingsavior.info. See Susan after service to check your current
information.
Congregational Meeting will be held between services on December 5 in the FLC. Members
will be asked to consider the church operating budget for 2022.
New Member Class begins today at 2pm. This class is designed for those who would like to
know more about what Lutheran Christians believe and/or are interested in joining Abiding
Savior. It is also a great “refresher” course for those who underwent Lutheran instruction
during confirmation years ago. Contact Pastor Jack or the church office if you have any
questions. Childcare is available on request.
In the month of November, we will feature the various areas of Outreach here at ASLC on a
table in the narthex. We invite you to bring in your loose change next Sunday to contribute
to our “Noisy Offering” which will be used to support missions and missionaries within the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
The blood drive on November 14 has been canceled. Look for rescheduled date.
The Messiah Sing-Along that was scheduled for Sunday, November 21, 2021 has been canceled.
Send Your Newsletter Articles to office@abidingsavior.info by the 25th of the month.
Call Committee Update: Paul Moore chairs the Call Committee. The other members are Jan
Banks, Jeremy Hernandez, Karen Nobles, Derek Sain, Sarah Suter, and Heather Wilson.
Survey Says... Join us here in our church sanctuary tonight, November 7 at 7:00 p.m. for the
results of the Abiding Savior survey. See how our congregation responded. These results will
help shape the future direction for Abiding Savior as well as the Pastor Profile for our Call
Committee. If you cannot be here in person, you can watch the recording beginning Monday
here https://aslc9700.360unite.com/calling-a-new-pastor

THE CALL PROCESS – A Primer, part 1
As our search for a Senior Pastor continues, over the next several weeks we will explore a brief
refresher, a primer on the call process. In this way we can gain a better understanding of what is
happening and our role in that process.
Vacancies happen in the church as the Holy Spirit moves pastors and other workers to give
up one divine call where they are and accept a new divine call at another location in Christ’s
vineyard. This is typically after prayer and reflection on where they may best serve the Lord as a
true servant.
Vacancies can also happen for a variety of other reasons. They can happen as a result of
retirement, health problems, and the like. They can happen as a result of church discipline and
unrepentant sin. In some cases, they can happen as a result of human reasons getting in the
way of the divine call or “bad chemistry” between the pastor and members of the congregation
rendering ministry ineffective.
The Holy Spirit guides and directs the process of calling workers in His kingdom through people,
typically using procedures spelled out in their church constitution. The divine call is an invitation
from a congregation to a church worker to come to that congregation to minister and begin to
serve in a certain church office. It comes, we believe, from God Himself through a group of
believers, usually a congregation, to an individual church worker. Each step will always include
prayer that God’s will be done and that the Holy Spirit guide the process and the decisions.
The scripture most often used to speak about filling vacancies in the church is when the apostles
sought to fill the vacancy left by Judas (Acts 1:15-26). While this is one example, there are other
models of transitions of leadership, the selection of pastors/leaders in the early church.
As a congregation, we need to understand this system of calling church workers is different from
the personnel approaches used in the business world. We can be businesslike in our approach, but
must avoid the temptation to put too much impact and influence on our human understanding.
We need a proper balance between the business approach and our understanding that God is
involved in the process of the divine call.
More to come…

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PREPARATION
Prelude

It Is Not Death to Die

It is not death to die
To leave this weary road
And join the saints who dwell on high
Who’ve found their home with God
It is not death to close
The eyes long dimmed by tears
And wake in joy before Your throne
Delivered from our fears

It is not death to fling
Aside this earthly dust
And rise with strong and noble wing
To live among the just
It is not death to hear
The key unlock the door
That sets us free from mortal years
To praise You evermore

O Jesus, conquering the grave
Your precious blood has power to save
Those who trust in You
Will in Your mercy find
That it is not death to die

Welcome And Announcements
Opening Hymn
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (sts. 1–4)
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Invocation and Opening Sentences
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Sing to the Lord, you saints of His. Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous!
C I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be on my lips. My soul

will boast in the Lord.
P Let the afflicted hear and rejoice. Glorify the Lord with me.
C Let us exalt His name together,
P I sought the Lord, and He answered me; He delivered me from all my fears.
C Those who look to Him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame.
P This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; He saved him out of all his troubles.
C The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and He delivers

them.
P Fear the Lord, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing.
C The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no

good thing.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Let us confess our sinfulness before God.
C Dear Father in heaven, by grace You have made us Your children and saints,

and yet we have sinned against you. We have not at all times been the salt of
the earth or the light in the darkness You have called us to be. We have not
always been humble like Jesus, but vainly proud like the Pharisees. We have
not always been grieved by that which grieves Your heart, but have been cold
and callous to the misfortune of others. We have not constantly hungered and
thirsted for righteousness, but for wealth and prestige. We have not always
shown mercy, but have been pitiless. Our hearts have not continually been
pure, but soiled with indecent thoughts and desires. We have not always
sought peace, but have yearned for war and vengeance. We have not always
been willing to suffer persecution for Your sake, like the martyrs and saints of
old, but have withdrawn in fearful silence. Forgive us Lord, for the sake of
Him whose blood was shed on our behalf.
P The righteous judgment of God has been accomplished and His justice has been
satisfied by the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Therefore, Saints of God, hear the Good News. In the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Hymn of Praise

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (sts. 1–4)

Text and tune: Public domain

First Reading

Revelation 7:9–17

9

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white
robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said
to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
15
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the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 John 3:1–3

1

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see
him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel
P
C

John 11:32–44

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
32

Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus
saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man also have kept this man from dying?”
38
Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said
to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”
41
So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account
of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had
4

said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C

5

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

For All the Saints (sts. 1, 4, 7–8)

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Voluntary
LOVE bade me welcome: yet my
soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing
me grow slack from my first
entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly
questioning, if I lacked any thing.

Stewards for Christ's Forever

Love Bade Me Welcome Ralph Vaughan Williams
A guest, I answered,
worthy to be here:
Love said, “you shall be he.”
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my
dear, I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling
did reply, “who made the eyes
but I?”

Truth Lord, but I have
marred them: let my shame
go where it doth deserve.
“And know you not,”
says Love,
“who bore the blame?”
My dear, then I will serve.
You must sit down, says
Love, and taste my meat: So
I did sit and eat.
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Litany Of Commemoration
P Almighty and everlasting God, before whom stand the spirits of the living and the

dead, for all who have witnessed a good confession for Your glory and the welfare
of the world; for patriarchs, prophets and apostles; for the wise of every land and
nation; and for all teachers of Your people on earth:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P For the martyrs of the holy faith, the faithful witnesses to Christ of whom the world
was not worthy, and for all who have resisted falsehood and wrong unto suffering
or death:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P For all who have labored and suffered for freedom, good government, just laws, and
the sanctity of the home, and for all who have given their lives for their country:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P For all who have sought to bless us by their service and life, and to lighten the dark
places of the earth:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P For those who have been tender and true and brave in all times and places, and for
all who have been one with You in the communion of Christ's Spirit and in the
strength of His love:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P For the teachers and companions of our childhood and youth, and the members of
our household of faith who worship You now in heaven:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P For the dear friends and kindred whose faces we see no more, but whose love and
faith have shaped our lives:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
We are celebrating all Saints’ day today. We remember those who the Lord has
called home to Himself during the previous twelve months, especially our brothers
and sisters in Christ who were members of Abiding Savior.
Friends
Rev. David Bernthal
Rick Boettcher
Tyler Hodgson
Bea Hough
Dellis Lange
Becky Mazur
Heather Olsen
7

Jane Schamens
Samantha Stroehlen
Cyrus Wheeler
Rev. Alvey Yates
Those who have lost
their lives to COVID

Members
Bill Evans
Helen Hahn
Betty Holland
Dan Nobles
Rev. Alan Struckmeyer
Art Swett

P For the grace which was given to all these, and for the trust and hope in which they

lived and died:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P That we may hold them in continual remembrance and that the sanctity of their
wisdom and goodness may rest upon our earthly days:
C We praise You, O God, and bless Your name.
P That we may ever think of them as with You, and be sure that where they are, there
we may be also:
C We entreat You to hear us, o God.
P That we may have a hope beyond this world for all Your children, and that we may
be comforted and sustained by the promise of a time when none shall be a stranger
and an exile from Your kingdom and household.
C We entreat You to hear us, O God.
(Special prayers and intercessions)
P In the communion of the Holy Spirit, with the faithful and the sainted in heaven,
with the redeemed of every age, with our beloved who dwell in Your presence and
peace, we, who still fight and suffer on earth, unite in ascribing thanksgiving, glory,
honor, and power to You, O Lord our God. Remember us in Your kingdom, and
teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Liturgy
P May the God of all truth and love be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts in faith and praise.
C To the One who comes to us by His body and blood.
P Come, the gifts of God for the people of God.
C We eat and drink the body and blood of the Lord for forgiveness, life and

salvation.

Words Of Christ
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei

Distribution
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LSB 210

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 211

Post-Communion Prayer
P We give thanks to You, O Lord, that by this eating and drinking You have made us

one with You and all the saints. Keep us, we pray, in everlasting fellowship with
all that wait for You on earth and with all in heaven who are with You, the
Resurrection and the Life, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
C Alleluia! Amen!
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The Benediction
Closing Hymn

Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675
Tune: © 1987 K. Lee Scott, admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016675

Postlude
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8:00am – Toccata in F
10:45am – 10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)

ABIDING SAVIOR LUTHER AN CHURCH
Connecting Jesus to People’s Hearts
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Serving Today
Pastor: Rev. Jack Mackowiak
Director of Music Ministry: Joshua Mazur
8:00 AM
Acolyte: Volunteer
Elder of the Month: Charles Moss
Reader: Pete Schmitt
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS (November 14)
First Reading - Joshua 24:16-28
Second Reading - Hewbrews 10:16-25
Gospel Reading - John 3:1-17
Last Week’s Attendance
8:00am: 67
10:45am: 54
Total: 121
Last Week’s Offerings
Offerings: $ 2,868
Building: $ 30

10:45 AM
Acolyte: Volunteer
Elder of the Month: Jimmy Flateau
Reader: Brenda Arden

Today’s altar flowers are provided
by Charles and April Goddard in
honor of Veterans Day

Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gustafson who were
married at Abiding Savior on Friday, November 5.
Anniversaries
Alan & Debbie Rhoads 11/8
Austin & Loren Struckmeyer
11/9

Birthdays
Lisa Pulkkinen 11/8
Rylee Williams 11/8
Echard Schadow 11/11

2021 Year to Date
Avg. Attendance: 92
Total Offerings: $ 216,274
Avg. Weekly: $ 4,915
Building: $ 9,577

9700 W. Newberry Rd. Gainesville, Fl. 32606
www.abidingsavior.info – office@abidingsavior.info – 352-331-4409
If you would like to place an announcement in the Sunday Bulletin, please contact the office or email them to
Office@abidingsavior.info no later than Wednesday mornings. Send your newsletter articles by the 25th of each month.

