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Dear Friends in Christ
Have you ever heard of a “lexophile?” It is a person who loves words and word play. They like to put
words together in a catchy way that gives dual meaning. We often call them puns. For instance:
You can tune a piano, but you can’t tuna fish.
When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate.
I wondered if there were any lexophiles in the Bible. Is there anyone in Scripture who loves word
play? The answer is, Yes. Would you believe, Jesus? We all know that Jesus loved to teach in parables. How
about word play? Was Jesus a lexophile?
Check out Matthew 4:18-19: “While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them,
‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” In the Greek, Peter and Andrew were “fishers,” or people who
fish. Jesus wanted them to catch men instead of fish. A play on words nevertheless.
The theme of our last district convention was: “Let’s go fishing!” It is an invitation from none other
than our Lord Jesus Christ himself. He wants us to be disciples and apostles. He wants us to first learn from his
Word and then go out and share what we have learned. In his great commission, he said “go and make
disciples by baptizing and teaching.” He wants us to offer forgiveness and reconciliation with God and each
other. He wants us to be his witnesses in Jerusalem (Anderson), and in all Judea and Samaria (South Carolina
and The United States) and to the ends of the earth (all continents and nations). It is an awesome task, yet a
magnificent privilege. How are we doing?
A few years ago the LCMS launched the ABLAZE PROGRAM. The intent of ABLAZE was to share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to 100 million people at home and abroad. I believe the goal was met, but there is still
much work to do. Jesus said, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming
when no one can work.” There you go, dear Jesus, being a lexophile. What does he mean? Simply, we must do
what we can while we can, where and when we have opportunity.
The apostle Paul would parody Jesus’ thought in his letter to the Ephesians. “Look carefully then how
you walk, not as unwise, but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” My, another lexophile. Paul also loved words and
word play.

Board of Youth
Nan Rutland

Folks, we can play with words. We have our humor, our jokes. But Christ has called us to serious
business, the work of salvation. We are captured by Paul’s words to the Romans: “All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.”
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To the Ephesians he wrote: “By grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” What are the works that God has
prepared for us here at Abiding Savior? The mission is clear. How we get there can be discussed. God will
speak to us through his Word.
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I admit I like puns. We know there was baseball in the Old Testament. God said, “In the big inning.”
There were automobiles in the New Testament. Acts 1 tells us “all these with one accord were devoting
themselves to prayer…” How did Moses make coffee? Hebrews.
Now that I’ve got you started, see what you can think up (or find on the internet). While you are at it,
think up some ways to fish. Let’s go fishing Jesus’ way. Blessings to all!
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Your Friend in Christ,
Pastor

Board Members listed in
Member Directory
Mission Statement: Making Disciples by baptizing in the name of the Triune God and teaching God’s Word.
Vision Statement: Living and proclaiming Christ’s love by growing God’s kingdom and Abiding Savior Lutheran Church through
worship, Bible study, witness, service and fellowship.

Olivia Jones

6

David Campbell

8

Christian Haun

14

Dylan Taylor

15

Eddy Brickman

22

Barbara Jones

19

Lillie Eller

29

Marilyn Knudsen

19

Colin Fulmer

29

Shawn Pittinger

21

Gretchen Rutland

30

Tom Roose

21

Chris Rogers

31

Kevin & Anna Benson

19

THOSE WHO SERVE
Reader

Sound Technician

5 Cindy Hackett

Paul Robinson

12 Donna Harrington

At the Voters Meeting held June 10,
2018, 29 former members were
removed from membership due to
various reasons. (Personal request,
joined another church, moved left no
contact, self-exclusion) A list of
names and specific reason for
removal is in the minutes.

19 Kevin Benson
26 Glen Lunz

Acolyte
5 Brady Bridges

Elder

12 Colin Fulmer

Bob Austin

19 Gretchen Rutland
26 Caitlin Haun

Greeters
Arlys Lupperger
Prayer Basket
Coffee Hour

5 Leah Benson

Nancy Stanton

12 Hazel Perry

MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTORY

19 Livi Harrington
Altar Guild

26 Avery Haun

Helen Martin
Ushers
Ed Brickman
Charlie Bridges
Bill Strothmann

The church office will continue to
be open 8:30am - 11:30am
Monday through Thursday and
Closed on Fridays. If anyone needs
access to the church at any other
times, please see Pastor.

Bob Austin
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A new membership directory
will be published August 5, 2018.
If you have, or know of any
changes to the current directory,
please let the office know soon.

Worship and Christian Education
BIBLE STUDY IN AUGUST

Upcoming Worship

Sunday: Classes will continue to meet
through August each Sunday at 9:15am. We are
currently using a video series by Rev. Dr. Paul Maier
titled: Christianity and the Competition. The study
has eight sessions and will continue through
September 2nd. Rod Rutland will resume the study
of Ezekiel on September 9th.

Aug 05 – 11th Sun after Pentecost, Holy Communion,
Rev. George Coffman, guest pastor
Aug 12 – 12th Sun after Pentecost
Aug 19 – 13th Sun after Pentecost, Holy Communion
Aug 26 – 14th Sun after Pentecost, Rally Day

Monday: No class on August 6 and Aug 13.
Bible study will resume on August 20th with a
different time. For two Mondays (Aug 20 and Aug
27) this class will meet at 9:00am instead of 7:30am.
Tuesday: the 9:30am class is adjourned for
August. Class will resume Tuesday, September 4 @
9:30am

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Wednesday: the 5:30pm class is adjourned
for August. This class will resume after Labor Day on
a different day and time to be determined.

August 18th @ 9:30am - ELDER’S MEETING
August 12th @ 12pm - BOARD OF ED MEETING

UPCOMING EVENTS
Youth catechism classes will
resume Sunday, September 9th at
9:15am. Class will meet in the
downstairs conference/library
room.

August 11, Prayer breakfast @ 8:30am
August 18, Wedding of Bryan Shroyer and Taylor Owens
August 24, Midnight Flight

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING – At the Called Voters Meeting July 8, 2018, the LCEF program, Ministry Clarity,
was presented, debated and voted on. The result of the vote was 33 in favor, 15 not in favor of entering
into this program. Rev Billy Brath has contacted pastor to get things started. Our initial requirement is to
appoint a vision team leader and a team of 8 to 10 members from a cross section of the congregation.

VISIONING – Ministry Clarity. As most are aware, the proposal to utilize LCEF’s Ministry Clarity Program was
approved at the July 8, 2018 Called Voters Meeting. The program is offered in three parts: Visioning,
Coaching, and Immeasurably More (Fund Raising). Our initial requirement is to establish a Vision Team and a
Team Leader. The vision team will consist of 8 to 10 members made up from a cross section of the
congregation: elected, appointed, at-large members, newer members and long-term members, young and
not so young. We must establish the team before we can proceed with our visioning process. It is felt that
this process should be initiated by the elected Parish Planning Council. Once the team is established, we will
schedule a meeting and have a telephone conversation with Rev. Brath. If you are interested and/or willing
to be a part of the visioning team, please see Dave Sappenfield.
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Church Event Information

Youth

ChAPPP
TBA

YAPPP TBA
HYMN OF THE MONTH
The Gospel shows the Father’s
grace
Who sent His Son to save our
race.
Proclaims how Jesus lived and
died
That we might thus be justified.
(LSB 580:1)

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Here is a pun for you: Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead
-to-know basis.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Donna Harrington’s teen Sunday School class will meet this
summer on the following date: August 26. If you are unable
to make it to class on these dates, please let her know at
864-376-4194.
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AUGUST FLOWERS / CANDLES
Flowers are given by:
5 Available to give
12 Available to give
19 Bob & Marilyn Knudsen in celebration
of Marilyn’s birthday
26 Available to give

Candles are donated by:
5 Donna Harrington in celebration of Adoption
12 Available to donate
19 Tom & Pam Roose in celebration of Tom’s
birthday

26 Nancy Stanton in celebration of Lillie Eller’s
5th birthday

CONTINUING EDUCATION – Pastor will be attending a continuing education class at
Resurrection, Cary, NC Monday, August 13th conducted by Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz. The title of the two part
class is: Christian Confidence when Worldviews Collide and Two Kingdom Public Engagement for the Sake
of Christian Mission.

Dr. Seltz is also conducting two evening seminars designed for lay participation. Sunday, August
12, 6:30-8:30pm, Two Kingdom Engagement of the Culture for the Sake of the Mission of the Church.
Monday, August 13, 6:30-8:30pm, Religious Liberty in America: Concerns, Trends, Victories and
Engagement.
The seminars are free.

A WORD FROM BROTHER MARTIN
Now the true meaning of Christianity is this: that a man first acknowledge,
through the Law, that he is a sinner, for whom it is impossible to perform any good work…
“For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.” (Romans 14:23) Trying to merit grace
by preceding works, therefore, is trying to placate God with sins, which is nothing but
heaping sins upon sins, making fun of God, and provoking His wrath. When a man is
taught this way by the Law, he is frightened and humbled. Then he really sees the
greatness of his sin and finds in himself not one spark of the love of God; thus he justifies
God in His Word and confesses that he deserves death and eternal damnation. Thus the
first step in Christianity is the preaching of repentance and the knowledge of oneself.
The second step is this: If you want to be saved, your salvation does not come by works; but God has sent His
only Son into the world that we might live through Him. He was crucified and died for you and bore your sins in His
own body (1 Peter 2:24).
For by His Word God has revealed to us that He wants to be a merciful Father to us. Without our merit - since,
after all, we cannot merit anything - He wants to give us forgiveness of sins, righteousness, and eternal life for the sake
of Christ. For God is He who dispenses His gifts freely to all, and this is the praise of His deity. (Treasury of Daily Prayer,
p.520)
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Sharing Our Christian Love
The prayer breakfast for August will th
be on
the SECOND SATURDAY, August 11 at
8:30am. The reason for the change is that
pastor will be away on the first Saturday.
Thanks to Arlys and Helen for hosting the
prayer breakfast in June and July. Pastor,
Judy, Brooke and Jon will host in August
with a menu of hot pancakes, sausage,
coffee and orange juice. Come one and all
for good food, good fellowship, devotion
and prayer.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH
Do you remember the Jelly Bean Prayer? It is often used at Easter, but it has been said that
“every Sunday is Easter if you are a Christian.” Here it is again:
Red is for the blood He gave
Green is for the grass He made
Yellow is for the Son so bright
Orange is for the edge of night
Black is for the sins we made
White is for the grace He gave
Purple is for the hours of sorrow
Pink is for the new tomorrow
A bag of jellybeans, colorful and sweet
Is a promise, a prayer, and a loved one’s treat.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Enemy occupied territory, that’s what the world is. Christianity is the story of how the rightful king has
landed in disguise and is calling us to take part in a great campaign of sabotage. When you go to church
you are really listening to the secret wireless from our friends. That is why the enemy is so anxious to
prevent us from going. (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity)

If you would like to be on the church prayer chain, or be removed,
please notify pastor. Also, the phone number listed in the member
directory is the number for you on the prayer chain unless you tell
us otherwise.
6

Arlys Lupperger has been elected as president of
Abiding Savior’s LWML Society. Many thanks to
Penny Schriver who has faithfully served in this
position for many years. Many thanks also to Arlys
for her willingness to serve as president.

A NOTE FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT
The Rev.Dr. Mark A Schroeder has been called and has accepted the call to serve as Facilitator for Mission
Engagement for the Southern Region, SED. His installation will take place as part of the Reaching Others For
Christ Conference to be held in Roanoke, VA July 27, 2018 at 700pm. We look forward to meeting and
working with Rev Schroeder.
BOARD OF EDUCATION
A meeting of the Board of Education was held July 15th after church. At that meeting Beth Jones joined the
board and was elected to serve as chair. Many thanks to Penny Schriver for her faithful service. Many
thanks also to Beth Jones for her willingness to step into this position of leadership. There will be a
meeting of the Board of Education after worship August 12, 2018.

A NOTE CONCERNING HYMNALS – Some of our hymnals are looking pretty ragged, especially the place
marker ribbons. Please help us to keep the ribbons tucked into the pew hymnals to protect them from becoming ragged. Thanks!

Christian Questions with their Answers, prepared by
Dr. Martin Luther, from Luther’s Small Catechism
18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? That I may
learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and
also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to
receive the Sacrament frequently? First, both the command and
the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need,
because of which the command, encouragement, and promise are
given.
20. The last question next month.
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LADIES LUNCHEON BIRTHDAYS
We have begun a new outreach program for those
ladies who are interested in having their birthday
recognized in the month of their birth. Those who
participate in this celebratory event would pay for the
birthday person or people if we have more than one
that month. We want them to pick their favorite eating
place and day of the week, Monday through Friday. We
suggest that no gifts or cards be exchanged at this
event. We all have enough STUFF! If interested please
call us a week before to make reservations.
Connie Dean 314-5785
Ronny Link 225-1805

CHURCH PICTURE DIRECTORY
We are doing a Membership Picture Directory this year and
we would like to have as many members as possible to
have their picture taken and be in the directory. There is
No charge to have your picture taken and you will
receive a FREE copy of the directory. We will be taking
pictures on September 12, 2018, at the church, between
the hours of 2:00pm and 8:00pm. We need you to sign
up by August 1, 2018 so that we have an accurate count
to give to the company taking the pictures. There will be
instructions on how to schedule your appointment after
the August 1st meeting. Please contact Sherry Pittinger
at (864) 276-5560 if you want to be put on the list to
have your picture taken. Thanks.
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MARTIN LUTHER by Penny Schriver
THE TEACHER
Luther’s friend and colleague at Wittenberg University, Philip Melanchthon, once described the theological
faculty as follows: Dr. John Bugenhagen, a grammarian who emphasizes the words in a text; Philip
Melanchthon, a logician who looks at context and the conclusions one derives from it; Dr. Justus Jonas, an
orator who can articulate, explain,, and make popular the words of a text; and Dr. Martin Luther, is all in all,
God’s chosen instrument, “speech and writing force themselves through his heart and marrow and
deposit their bits and their comfort in the hearts of the people”. One of Luther’s students wrote a book, On
the Worthy Teacher of God, Doctor Martin Luther, That He Was True Paul. Luther was highly esteemed as a
theologian and equally esteemed as a teacher.
Young men from Sweden, Hungary, England, Holland, Saxony, Wuerttenberg, Denmark, and Austria went to
Wittenberg to experience Luther’s teaching that transformed their lives. They, in turn, through their teaching
changed the lives of people all over Europe.
Luther took his oath as a doctor/teacher very seriously. His oath obligated him to teach the pure Biblical
message clearly and truthfully to his students. He made his subject matter alive and meaningful for his
students.
Luther’s model for teaching was that of parent, just as parents present God’s Word to their young children.
Parents teach by modeling Christian behavior in the home, occupation, and society.
It was an adventure to be a student of Luther. He had a keen sense of humor, veered off on tangents far
removed from his text in order to clarify the text, and connected texts with his personal experiences, and in
these ways was able to convey his extensive knowledge to his students. Luther was also vitally concerned
about the students’ physical and psychological health, their families, and their spiritual crises. He even
boarded some of his more needy students in his home.
Luther was an advocate for establishing schools and for reforming education at other universities as well as
secondary schools in Lutheran territories. He defended those who taught, and those who were pastors and
schoolmasters. He believed them to be a vital part of God’s creative power in the world. To Luther
anti-intellectualism was a rejection of God’s gifts in creation. He believed pastors and teachers plant and
cultivate young trees and useful shrubs in a garden. They hold a precious office, and they are the church’s
richest jewels; they preserve the church.
According to Luther, “What else is a teacher than a servant of his pupil? The latter is the master; the former is
the servant. In this way God wants us to devote ourselves to the common life and society of man.”

THE CONGREGATION
is cordially invited to attend the wedding ceremony of Taylor Owens
and Bryan Shroyer on Saturday August 18 at 2:00 PM at the
church. A reception will follow at the home of Carol and Ken
Shroyer. Call or text 933-5485.
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Member and Friends Updates

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO SAY..
*Thanks to all who continue to keep the Prayer Breakfast going through the summer.
*Thanks to Arlys Lupperger and Beth Jones for volunteering to serve in leadership
positions
*Thanks to the Capital Improvement Committee for their months of hard work and service.

FROM THE LOFT
The 2018-2019 choir season begins August 1, 2018, with rehearsals on Wednesday evenings from 6:307:45. This is another year that we have opportunities to make joyful music, Scriptural music, and Holy
music to God Almighty, Christ the Son, and God the Holy Spirit! We made much progress in choir season
2017-2018, and we have the resources to make this choir season even more spectacular. There will be
new things do learn, new music to practice, and new ideas to examine. To start the season, we will meet
in the church lounge adjoining the Sanctuary for the first part of the rehearsal on August 1, 2018. There
will be a few projects to begin and then move into THE LOFT with music to rehearse. Our schedule will be
as follows:

Wednesday, August 1, 2018 - planning session in the lounge.
Each Wednesday following we will rehearse in the loft with occasional projects in the lounge.

This year we need more singers. We lost at least one Soprano in 2018 (Clare Jones), one Alto (Shirley
Shamel). Everyone be sure to thank them for their service to God and to the church for their participation
and contribution to the worship of Abiding Savior with their singing gifts. We have achieved a great deal
in musical contribution to worship and leadership of the congregational singing through the service of
the choir members. It would be appropriate to thank them for their hard work, some of whom
have given their vocal gifts to the church for many years. It would be even more special and much help if
some of you in the congregation could rise from your pews and come to THE LOFT to help us make
worship a real act of service to God our Father as well as inspiration to our congregation. If you have
thought about joining us, this would be the year to do it. If you are not sure, speak with Paul or any of the
choir members about what it means to sing in the Abiding Savior Sanctuary Choir. We could use 2 more
Basses, 2 more Tenors, 3 more Altos, and as many Sopranos as possible.
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Staying in Touch
Don’t forget to check out Abiding Savior’s new
website! The web address is aslc.360unite.com.
Please put this website address into the address bar
at the top of your internet browser. Google, Yahoo,
etc. address/search bars will not direct you to the
site. Keep in mind that this website is new and
improved, but still needs work. If you have any
suggestions, pages to add, or comments please let
the secretary know by phone, email, or the folder
outside the Church Office.

We want to hear from you!
Is something missing from the LIFELINE?
If you have information you would like to share with the
Congregation the LIFELINE is a great way to do it.
Let everyone know about those big events (and the small
ones too.)
You can write a handwritten, typed or email message and
we’ll see to it that it
makes it to the monthly Lifeline.
Handwritten or typed articles may be placed in the
“Lifeline” folder outside the Church office.
Emails can be sent to secretary@abidingsavior.net

Abiding Savior
Lutheran Church is
on Facebook!

Us!
Our facebook page is
building quite a
collection of photo
albums. Take a look
and see what’s been
happening at Abiding
Savior.

IT’S A BLAST!!!Are you familiar with the Abiding Savior Prayer Chain?

Did you know that the “chain” is now a “BLAST”? Wouldn’t you like to know that your
prayer request has reached an optimum number of Abiding Savior Prayer Warriors? With a
PRAYER BLAST it can! We now use MemberCaller, a web-based service that allows us to
send a voice message to any number of telephones WITH A SINGLE CALL! That means your
prayer request reaches designated Prayer Warriors in record time. And that means more
prayers can be offered without the delay of trying to reach each person on the “BLAST”.
Prayer requests are sent to members and friends via a recorded phone message so you’ll
never miss the opportunity to pray or to have your prayer request heard. To have your
phone number added to the PRAYER BLAST or to request prayer please contact Pastor
Jones or Donna Harrington (376-4194).
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August
2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Pastor on Vac

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

Pastor on Vac
Office closed

4

9

10 Office closed

11

16

17 Office closed

18

Wedding prep today

9:30a Elders
meeting
2:00p Owens/
Shroyer Wedding

23

24 Office closed

25

30

31 Office closed

Pastor on Vac

Pastor on Vac

6:00p Prayer mtg
6:30p Choir

5 11th Sun a.

Pentcost
Pastor on vac
9:15a ABS
10:30a Worship, Holy
Communion, Rev
Coffman

12 12th Sun after

Pentecost
9:15a ABS
10:30a Worship
12:00 Board of Educ
mtg

6

No Bible Class
Pastor on Vacation

7

Tues Bible class
adjourned for
August

8

Wed Bible class
adjourned for
August

8:30a Prayer Bkfst
Host: Pastor, Judy,
Brooke and Jon

6:00p Prayer mtg
6:30p Choir

13

No Bible Class

14

15

Pastor Cont’d Educ @
Resurrection, Cary, NC
6:00p Prayer mtg
6:30 Choir

19 13th Sun a. Pente- 20
9:00a Bible class
cost
9:15a ABS
10:30a Worship,
Holy Communion

21

22

6:00p Prayer mtg
6:30 Choir

26 14th Sun a.

Pentecost
RALLY DAY
9:15a ABS, Teen
class
10:30a Worship

27

9:00a Bible class

28

29

6:00p Prayer mtg
6:30 Choir
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