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Dear Friends in Christ
October will bring to an end our celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. I
hope you agree it has been a grand year. Many things have happened since October 31, 1517.
Some good things have happened at Abiding Savior too in the last year. We began the year with a
traditional Reformation service October 29, 2017. Many of us read Roland H. Bainton’s Here I Stand,
the epic biography of Martin Luther and his times leading up to the Reformation. There have been
many historical articles in the Lifeline submitted by Penny Schriver and Bob Heller. Many thanks to
them. Not a few Bible studies and sermons have highlighted not only the historical but also the
confessional aspects of the great movement in Christianity that changed the world. You may have
even seen some television programs and/or read articles in other journals. Whether one is Lutheran
or not, the Reformation was a world changing event in history, and celebration or observance of its
500th anniversary was justified and notable.
While emphasis on the historical aspect of the Reformation may subside, the doctrinal
aspects have remained firm. They must continue to remain firm. The return to grace, the proper
distinction between Law and Gospel, the confession of the true faith in our Triune God, the
Scriptural understanding of the means of grace (Word and Sacrament) must remain firm. The true
story of man’s sinful condition and God’s graceful solution in Jesus Christ must be taught and
believed.
I don’t mean this as a moralism, but I committed myself to reading (again) the entire Book
of Concord. I admit, it is not an easy read, but I urge you to give it a try. If you don’t have a copy, I
can loan you one. As Lutherans we believe that the Holy Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of God
and the source and norm of our Faith. In addition, we subscribe to the Lutheran Confessions (Book
of Concord) as the proper exposition of our faith. It behooves us to read it and know it, both the
Bible and the Confessions. A concise exposition of our faith is in the Small Catechism.
One significant event that took place during this past year had to do with our need for
capital improvement. While our faith remains firm, we recognize that our church is 35 years old. A
survey of the congregation revealed many needs and projects. Varying cost estimates added up to
quite a sum, more than we can afford. Contact with LCEF about the cost of funds brought us into
contact with a program called Ministry Clarity. It is a process of visioning, coaching, and resourcing.
Concern has been expressed about the number of church closings each year. We don’t want to be
one of them. It is recognized that we need to develop, under God’s guidance, a plan for the future of
Abiding Savior. We have lost more members than we gained since Reformation 2017. We err if we
think we can expect change and do nothing different. That’s what Ministry Clarity is all about. What
shall we do? How must we change? What are our needs, our resources, our talents and skills, our
ideas? It seems logical that we must develop an intentional plan. The congregation voted to enter
this program as a special voters meeting July 8th.
A vision team has been appointed, and the first meeting was held with September 20 th with
Rev. Brath. We planned a Visioning Event to be held October 18th from 6:00-8:00pm. This event will
include dinner. The team is excited about our future. We hope to share that excitement with you.
We are making maximum effort to encourage EVERY MEMBER to attend this event.
Many blessings to all as we ask for and embrace God’s guidance.

LLL
Vacant
Prayer Chain
Shirley Shamel

Your Friend in Christ,
Pastor

Board Members listed in
Member Directory
Mission Statement: Making Disciples by baptizing in the name of the Triune God and teaching God’s Word.
Vision Statement: Living and proclaiming Christ’s love by growing God’s kingdom and Abiding Savior Lutheran Church through
worship, Bible study, witness, service and fellowship.

Mary Campbell

1

Alice McDonald

2

Olivia Harrington

5

Andrew Austin

17

Avery Lunz

6

Avery Haun

17

Anna Benson

11

Dan Ciancia
Alec Shaw

David & Mary Campbell

1

Douglas & Alice McDonald

14

Dan & Anna Ciancia

16

20

Steve & Beth Jones

19

29

Rich & Donna Kleister

20

Eddy & Holly Brickman

21

THOSE WHO SERVE
Reader
7 Sherry Pittinger
14 Nan Rutland
21 Barb Jones

Acolyte

28 Bob Knudsen

7 Charlie Bridges

Serji and Kathy Amirkhanian were
received into membership on
September 23, 2018 by transfer from
Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Seneca, SC. We welcome them into
our Christian family.

14 Colin Fulmer
Elder

21 Caitlin Haun

Dave Sappenfield

28 Carson Bridges

Kenna-Dee Coil was received into
membership by Holy Baptism on
August 26, 2018. She is the daughter
of Dylan Jansen.

Greeters
Dave & Helen Martin

Prayer Basket
7 Hazel Perry

Coffee Hour

14 Livi Harrington

Glen & Kathy Lunz

21 Avery Haun
28 Leah Benson

Altar Guild
Nancy Stanton
Ushers
Bob Heller
Tom Roose

The church office will continue to
be open 8:30am - 11:30am
Monday through Thursday and
Closed on Fridays. If anyone needs
access to the church at any other
times, please see Pastor.

Brady Bridges

MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTORY
ADD
Serji and Kathy Amirkhanian
215 Sedgefield Drive

Bob Knudsen

Clemson, SC 29631
864-654-3823
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Worship and Christian Education

Upcoming Worship

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Sunday, 9:15am, Study of Ezekiel with Rod
Rutland

Oct 7, Pentecost 20, Holy Communion, Baptism of
Avery Lunz

Monday, 9:00am, Witness, Mercy, and Life
Together with Pastor

Oct 14 – Pentecost 21, Lay service (Pastor away)
Oct 21 – Pentecost 22, Holy Communion

Tuesday, 9:30am, Witness, Mercy, and Life
Together with Pastor

Oct 28 – Pentecost 23, Reformation Observed, Holy
Communion

Wednesday Bible study has been cancelled for
now due to continuing Prayer Service at 6:00pm

Nov 4 – All Saints observed, Holy Communion
Nov 11 – Pentecost 25
Nov 18 – Thanksgiving observed, Holy Communion
Nov 25 – Last Sunday of the Church Year

CATECHISM
Youth Catechism meets Sunday at 9:15am.
There will be no class on October 14.
Catechumens may attend Donna
Harrington’s class.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Oct 4 - Vision Team Meeting @ 6:30pm
Oct 6 – Elders meeting @ 9:30am
Oct 9 – Girl Scout Leaders meeting @
6:00pm

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER SERVICE

Nov 4 – Regular PPC meeting

Since June 13th we have had a
Wednesday night prayer service at
6:00pm. This service has been
attended by about 10-12 on average.
As a result of scheduling the prayer
service, the Wednesday evening Bible
study was suspended. We plan to
continue the prayer service as long as
people come. It is short, about 20
minutes as choir rehearsal immediately follows. All are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Nov 18 – Regular Voters meeting
(2019 budget; election of officers)

UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct 6 – Prayer breakfast @
8:30am
Oct 7 – LWML lunch meeting after
church
Oct 13 – Octoberfest at Holy Trinity, 4:007:00pm
Oct 18 – Churchwide Vision Event 6:00-8:00pm
Oct 21 – LWML Sunday
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Church Event Information

Youth

ChAPPP
ChAPPP will meet October
14th following worship to learn
about Jesus’s miracles.

YAPPP TBA
HYMN OF THE MONTH
(LSB 657, verse 1)
A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and
shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins
salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself
to fight.
On earth, he has no equal.

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN …
When we all want to indulge in yummy sweet treats and candies for Halloween! It’s
okay to enjoy a few sweets, but too much sugar causes bacteria to form plaque on your
teeth.
Let our very own, Bob Austin and his associates
at Austin/Pray Family Dentistry take care of your
teeth to make sure they’re clean after all the
sweets stick around your teeth. They were voted
Best of the Hometown Dentist for 2018! As an
office, they strive to give back to the community
and make a difference in the lives of those who
need it!
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OCTOBER FLOWERS / CANDLE
Flowers are given by:
7 Available to give
14 Available to give
21 LWML Sunday

Candles are donated by:
7 Bill & Barb Strothmann in celebration of
Braxe’s birthday
14 Douglas & Alice McDonald in celebration of
their anniversary and her birthday

28 Pastor & Judy Jones in celebration of the 21 Available
Reformation
28 Bill & Barb Strothmann in celebration of
Trajan’s birthday

Reminder Of Our Food Ministry:
In past months, the food basket has been dedicated on the last
Sunday of the month. Some months, there is not much to dedicate.
Beginning in October, the food basket will be dedicated when it is full.
When you go to the grocery story, try to remember the food basket.
Also, don’t forget pet food. Many thanks to all who contribute.
Thanks to Dave and Helen Martin for delivering our food basket to
AIM.

A WORD FROM BROTHER MARTIN
The children of Israel, whenever they turned to repentance, remembered
above all their exodus from Egypt, and remembering turned back to God who had brought
them out. Moses impressed this memory and this protection upon them many times, and
David afterwards did the same. How much more ought we to remember our exodus back
to him who led us through the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5), remembrance of which
is commended to us for this very reason! This can be done most fittingly in the sacrament
of bread and wine.

Thus you can see how rich a Christian is, that is, one who has been baptized! Even if he would, he
could not lose his salvation, however much he sinned, unless he refused to believe. For no sin can condemn
him save unbelief alone. All other sins, so long as the faith in God’s promise made in baptism returns or
remains, are immediately blotted out through that same faith, or rather through the truth of God, because
he cannot deny himself if you confess him and faithfully cling to him in his promise.
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Member and Friends Updates

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO SAY..
*Pastor and Judy for hosting the prayer breakfast September 1 st
*All who volunteered to serve on the Vision Team
*Ron Lupperger for making and donating the wooden pictorial of Christ knocking at the door.
*Brian Thompson for mowing the church grass this summer
*Sherry Pittinger for coordinating the Pictorial Directory and for all who came for the sitting
*Dave and Helen Martin for taking the food basket items to AIM.
*Arlys Lupperger for taking the altar flowers to Hospice each week when provided.

Seeking God’s vision
There will be a Mission Clarity Visioning Event
on Thursday, October 18th at 6:00pm. Dinner is
included!
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah
29: 11-12

VISIONING TEAM MEETING RECAP:
- Tom Thompson agreed to serve as our Team Leader, with Bob Austin assisting him.
- Visioning event will be held October 18th from 6 – 8 pm in lower level fellowship hall.
- LWML will assist with meal planning and serving.

- Theme will be “Seeking God’s Vision for Abiding Savior” with Jeremiah 29:11 as scriptural foundation.
- Donna Kleister has created Power Point art work (attached) for flyers and other communications and will
prepare article for
October newsletter.
- Donna Harrington’s Sunday School class has completed 2 posters and will be making more.
- A letter or postcard mailing will be sent to all members encouraging their participation in the event
- Date for the visioning event was announced Sunday and updates will continue weekly.
- Visioning Team will meet again on October 4th for follow up and final planning for the event.
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Sharing Our Christian Love
The Prayer Breakfast for October will be held on
October 6th at 8:30am. The breakfast will be
hosted by Helen Martin and Nancy Stanton. The
menu has not been revealed as yet, but you can
bet it will be good. Thanks to Pastor and Judy for
hosting the prayer breakfast in September. Please
come October 6th for good food, good fellowship,
God’s Good Word, and Prayer.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful
people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in
times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your
Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, October 31, p. 867)

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
“Whatever your hands find to do, do it with all your might…” (Ecclesiastes
9:10) The Lord doesn’t burden us with work; He blesses us with it. Work gives
us the opportunity to do positive things… Work enriches us. “All hard work
brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.” (Proverbs 14:23) (Taken
from The Pen, newsletter of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Pensacola,
FL, Sep 2018, Author unknown)

If you would like to be on the church prayer chain, or be
removed, please notify pastor. Also, the phone number
listed in the member directory is the number for you on
the prayer chain unless you tell us otherwise.
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LWML Sunday
October 21, 2018
Theme: Our Rest In A
Changing World

Luncheon Meeting: October 7, 2018 following worship
Theme: Unchangeable
Question: What Is The Best "Change" That Ever Happened In Your Life?
Devotion: Light In The Darkness - Arlys Lupperger
Program: Lois Wenthe
Hostess: Donna Kleister

LCMS/SED – The 2019 LCMS Convention will be held July 20-25. 2-19 in Tampa, Florida.
Each electoral circuit is authorized one pastor and one lay delegate. These delegates and
their alternates are elected by a circuit forum in which each congregation in the circuit is
authorized one pastor and one lay voting delegate. Pastor and Dave Sappenfield (as
president) will attend the circuit forum Sunday, September 30, 2018 at 1:00pm.

Abiding Savior is invited to join Holy Trinity on October 13th
from 4:00 – 7:00pm for its annual DEUTSCHES FEST, a
German festival to celebrate our Lutheran heritage. Enjoy
good German food, music and fellowship. Tickets are $12.00
for adults and $7.00 for children (12 and younger), and will be
available at the church office (224-4220). Deadline to
purchase tickets is Sunday, October 7th.

CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS
Christian Questions with their Answers, prepared by Dr.
Martin Luther, from Luther’s Small Catechism.
Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but
are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the
venerable and devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay
attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in
chapter six: “Do not be deceived; God cannot be mocked.”
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LADIES LUNCHEON BIRTHDAYS
We have begun a new outreach program for those ladies who are interested in
having their birthday recognized in the month of their birth. Those who participate in this celebratory event would pay for the birthday person or people if we
have more than one that month. We want them to pick their favorite eating place
and day of the week, Monday through Friday. We suggest that no gifts or cards be
exchanged at this event. We all have enough STUFF! If interested please call us a
week before to make reservations.
Connie Dean 314-5785
Ronny Link 225-1805

Dear Abiding Savior Friends,
As most of you know I retired from leadership of the Christian Education Board and the LWML on June 1.
After many consultations with God in prayer, we together decided it was time for me to make way for new
energized leadership for these two groups. God then provided two new leaders: Beth Jones for Christian
Education and Arlys Lupperger for the LWML. To God be thanks and glory.

Thank you for the framed recognition certificates and especially for the personalized copy of the Lutheran
Service Book presented to me on Rally Day. I humbly accepted them, but it was always to God’s glory I did my
work.
Please indulge me as I relate to you how it all began. When I was around ten years old, I had a Sunday School
teacher who was a close neighbor. She was college educated and a former teacher before she married a
farmer. I visited her home as often as I could. She taught me how to play “Jesus Loves Me” and “Jesus Loves
the Little Children” on the piano. She also allowed me to assist her in teaching my Sunday School class. Sometimes she costumed me as a Biblical character, and I would tell the story to the class. At other times I helped
her with simple crafts or led the singing. When she was absent I taught the class. I credit her with recognizing
and developing my God-given gifts which I subsequently dedicated to His work.
I also want to thank Donna Kleister and any others who were responsible for dedicating the Carolinas District
LWML Convention manual to me. What a surprise that was!! As many ladies congratulated me, I discovered
that for most of them it was my appearance of serving with joy, gladness, and excitement, and always with a
smile.
For me, it has been a life of pure joy filled with uncountable blessings. I only tried to humbly serve my Lord
and Savior in response to His love for me, using the gifts he bestowed on me. It is my intent to continue to
serve my God in new ways.
Many thanks and God’s blessings to you all,
Penny Schriver
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MARTIN LUTHER by Penny Schriver
The Reformer
October 31, 1517 was the day Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses onto the church door at Wittenberg University, thus ushering in
the Reformation. For almost 30 years after that day, Luther and his associates were involved in reforming the church and society.
The invention of the printing press facilitated the spread of Luther’s views throughout Europe, gaining the attention of princes,
bishops, and the pope. Originally, he was simply trying to find a solution to an internal religious problem, but for others it was a call
for reforming the church and society.
On June 15, 1520, Luther was excommunicated from the church by Pope Leo X. From that day forward he was considered an outlaw in most of Europe until his death in 1546. Between these two dates, Luther through his writings and teachings, set the path for
nearly all Christian worship. Following are a few exclamation points in Luther’s reformation of the church:
1. The Bible is the sole authority in church life.
2. The Bible should be available to people in their own language.
3. Luther insisted on the literal interpretation of the Bible.
4. The people should join in singing hymns and participate in the liturgy.
5. Monasteries should be transformed into schools of learning.
7. He sanctioned marriage for priests.
8. He did not call for overthrow of government. He was only the catalyst through which
the feudal world was transformed into the modern one.
9. Universal education had to be set up for boys and girls so that they could read the
Bible in their own language.
10. Luther’s Biblical principles required a clergy who could read the original Greek and
Hebrew writings.
11. Luther supported only two sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
12. A sermon proclaiming the Gospel should have the most prominent position in
church services.
13. The cup should be given to the laity, since this sacrament and its blessings are for
all Christians and not for one privileged group.
Luther on the Reformation:
“I have done nothing from criminal, reckless, disordered motives, for the sake of worldly honor and profit; all I have
written and taught has been according to my conscience and sworn duty as a humble teacher of the Holy Scripture, for the praise
of God, for the benefit and salvation of all Christendom, and for the good of the entire German nation.”
“The Pope doesn’t want reformation in his council, but it is said that in Rome ‘reformation is hated more than the thunder
in the heavens at the last judgment.’ We Lutherans won’t be satisfied even if they should concede the Eucharist in both kinds and
the marriage of priests. We also wish to have a pure doctrine of faith and justification which banishes all idolatry. When idolatry is
expelled the foundation of the papacy will collapse. The Pope feels and fears a reformation. Wherefore, if the Pope will grant us,
that God alone by his mere grace through Christ doth justify sinners, we will not only carry him in our hands, we will also kiss his
feet.”
Thus ends the 500th anniversary celebration of the posting of the 95 theses and the beginning of the Reformation

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Q: How does Moses make his coffee?
A: Hebrews it.
Q: Why did the hawk sit on the church steeple?
A: Because he was a bird of pray.
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Staying in Touch
Don’t forget to check out Abiding Savior’s new
website! The web address is aslc.360unite.com.
Please put this website address into the address bar
at the top of your internet browser. Google, Yahoo,
etc. address/search bars will not direct you to the
site. Keep in mind that this website is new and
improved, but still needs work. If you have any
suggestions, pages to add, or comments please let
the secretary know by phone, email, or the folder
outside the Church Office.

We want to hear from you!
Is something missing from the LIFELINE?
If you have information you would like to share with the
Congregation the LIFELINE is a great way to do it.
Let everyone know about those big events (and the small
ones too.)
You can write a handwritten, typed or email message and
we’ll see to it that it
makes it to the monthly Lifeline.
Handwritten or typed articles may be placed in the
“Lifeline” folder outside the Church office.
Emails can be sent to secretary@abidingsavior.net

Abiding Savior
Lutheran Church is
on Facebook!

Us!
Our facebook page is
building quite a
collection of photo
albums. Take a look
and see what’s been
happening at Abiding
Savior.

IT’S A BLAST!!!Are you familiar with the Abiding Savior Prayer Chain?

Did you know that the “chain” is now a “BLAST”? Wouldn’t you like to know that your
prayer request has reached an optimum number of Abiding Savior Prayer Warriors? With a
PRAYER BLAST it can! We now use MemberCaller, a web-based service that allows us to
send a voice message to any number of telephones WITH A SINGLE CALL! That means your
prayer request reaches designated Prayer Warriors in record time. And that means more
prayers can be offered without the delay of trying to reach each person on the “BLAST”.
Prayer requests are sent to members and friends via a recorded phone message so you’ll
never miss the opportunity to pray or to have your prayer request heard. To have your
phone number added to the PRAYER BLAST or to request prayer please contact Pastor
Jones or Donna Harrington (376-4194).
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October
2018
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

9:30a Bible study

Sat

4

5

11

12 Office closed

13

18

19 Office closed

20

26 Office closed

27

6:30p Vision
Team Meeting

9:00a Bible study

Fri
Office closed

6

8:30a Prayer
breakfast
9:30a Elders mtg

6:00p Prayer svc
6:30 Choir
rehearsal

7 20th Sun after Pent

8

9:00a Bible study

9:15a SS,ABS,C
10:30 worship, HC
12:00 LWML lMeeting

14 21st Sun a. Pent

Pastor & Judy out of
town

LWML SUNDAY
9:15a SS,ABS,C
10:30 worship, HC
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9:30a Bible study
6:00p Prayer svc
6:30 Choir
rehearsal

15

9:00a Bible study

9:15a SS,ABS (no
confirmation class)
10:30 worship, HC
Lay service: Rod &
Dave
12p ChAPPP

21 22nd Sun a. Pent

9

16

Pastor @ SED
PCW conf Cary
NC
No 9:30a Bible
study today

22

23

17

6p Mission Visioning
Clarity Event
6:00p Prayer svc
6:30 Choir
rehearsal

24

25

9:00a Bible study
9:30a Bible study

6:00p Prayer svc
6:30 Choir
rehearsal

28 RrEFORMATION

29

30

9:00 Bible study
9:15a SS,ABS,C
10:30 worship, HC

Pastor & Judy out
Pastor & Judy out of town
of town
4p Holy Trinity
Deutsches Fest

31 Reformation
Day

9:30a Bible study
6:00p Prayer svc
6:30 Choir
rehearsal
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SS – Sunday
School
ABS – Adult Bible
Class
C – Confirmation
HC – Holy Communion
SED – Southeastern District
PCW – Professional Church
Worker

