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We are celebrating National 
Lutheran Schools’ Week 
beginning on January 30.  The 
theme for this year is “Making 
Disciples for Life,” with the 
emphasis on everyone – 
everywhere -   being a disciple.  It 
doesn’t matter how young  or old 
you are.  It doesn’t matter where 
you live.  Christ died and rose for 
all people.   
 
We are 
adapting the 
children’s song, 
“Jesus Loves 
the Little 
Children,” as 
our theme for 
the week.  Our 
version of the 
song says: 
“Red, brown, 
yellow, black 
and white, all 
are precious in 
His sight.”  
 
 Each day we 
will have the emphasis on the 
colors in the song, starting 
Monday with red and ending on 
Friday with white.  Each day we 
will wear the color of the day, the 
classes have been assigned a color 
and their room will be decorated 
accordingly.  The snack for each 
afternoon will also follow the 
color of the day.  The class with 
the highest percentage of 
participants will receive an ice 
cream party to celebrate. 
 

Ms. Brenda, 
the Toddler 2 
teacher, 
resigned to 
take a 
position 
elsewhere.  
She has been 

replaced by our very own Jennifer 
Hartwig.  Jennifer has been 

serving in a 
substitute position 
but has agreed to 
begin working 
fulltime for 
Ascension.   
 
We are looking 
for a Toddler 1 
teacher as Ms. 
Kesha has turned 
in her resignation, 
as well.  If you 
know of anyone 
who is interested, 
please let us 
know.  This 
position could 
either be a part 

time or full-time position 
depending upon the availability 
of the applicant.  
  
Yesterday in chapel we had the 
story of the feeding of the 5,000.  
It got me 
thinking 
about 
“leftovers.”  
We have all 
had 
experience 
with 
leftovers.  
Either intentionally, or 
unintentionally, we have 
prepared too much food.  What 
are we going to do with the 
extra?  Many times when we go 
out to a restaurant, I bring part of 
the meal home.  Sometimes I eat 
the leftovers – sometimes they 
make it to the trash.   
 
  

From  th e  DC M    Car l a  Jo Pee ble s  
I think about the Disciples, 
Jesus, some fish, and some 
bread. The story summed up 
in a riddle would look 
something like this: 
 

Q: What is 5000 divided by 5 
loaves and 2 fish? 

A: The Hand of Jesus! 
 
After Jesus fed the massive 
crowd with only a few loaves 
of bread and a couple fish, the 
Disciples climbed into the 
boat without enough bread for 
themselves; so they thought. 
After complaining that they 
did not have enough, Jesus 
asked, “Why are you 
discussing the fact that you 
have no bread? Do you not yet 
perceive or 
understand?” (Mark 8:17) 
 
Clearly, the Disciples did not 
understand the meaning of the 
leftovers: 
 
“When I broke the five loaves 
for the 5000, how many 
baskets full of broken pieces 
did you take up?” They said to 
Him, “Twelve.” “And the 
seven for the 4000, how many 
baskets full of broken pieces 
did you take up?” And they 
said to Him, “Seven.” And He 
said to them, “Do you not yet 
understand?” (Mark 8:19-20)  
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From the DCM (continued)          

 

 

 

Birthdays 
 
Clarissa Golden  02/02  Bernie Ansorge  02/13
  
Chardae Golden  02/02  Laura Ballentine 02/14 
 
Linda Hirschbuehler 02/03  Andrea Hirschbuehler 02/19 
 
Tim Hurst  02/03  Cynthia McCullam 02/19 
 
Allison Engel  02/08  Morgan Engel  02/23 
 
Leslie Hurst  02/08  Lauren Levenhagen 02/26 
 
Jennifer Hartwig 02/08  Jake Holmes   02/27 
 
Emma Yates  02/12  Mary Engel  02/28 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Bob & Linda Hirschbuehler 02/07/1976  47 years 
 
Al & Marg Ogles  02/14/1970  53 years 
 
Dhan & Rhonda Abello  02/20/1993  30 years 
 
Daniel & Marcia Pate  02/20/1993  30 years 
 
Samson & Domina Mwakabumbila 02/25/2006 17 years 
 
Adam & Anna Grott  02/20/2010  13 years 
 
 

Understand what … the leftovers? 
 
If I can assist with doing the math here. 
The first time, there were 12 servers and 
12 baskets left over. (Mark 6:43) But the 
second time (feeding of 4000), there were 
7 baskets left over! The abundance (the 
leftovers) was clearly for those who 
served. 
 
Even so, the 12 were not content with all 
that they had. They did not understand the 
importance of their “to go” boxes. The 
leftovers were how Jesus took care of 
them. Not only did the fish and bread feed 
the 5000 and then 4000, but Jesus made 
sure there was plenty left over to feed 
those who had served. 
 
No one can out give God. When we have 
leftovers, it’s just another way God takes 
care of us. When we understand the im-
portance of the leftovers, we will under-
stand the Hand of God. 
 
Dear Lord, thank you for providing for 
us.  Help us to see Your abundance of 
provision in our lives every day.   
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ALL THINGS 
“And we know that all things 

work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are 

the called according to his 
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)  

 
“For I reckon that the sufferings 

of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in 

us.” (Romans 8:18) 
 
Romans 8 is a beautiful chapter, 
full of comfort for the Christian, 
and my personal favorite.  Two 
of the comforting passages from 
this chapter are included above.  
In verse 28, we are told that in 
all things, even those things that 
are terribly difficult for us, God 
works them for good.  And in 
verse 18, Paul lets us know that 
nothing we face in this lifetime 
is worth comparing against the 
glory of our future life in 
Heaven.  Given all the travails 
that Paul faced after his 
conversion, his declaration in 
this verse should be a great 
comfort to us, since none of us 
will face the challenges that Paul 
endured. 

 
When Adam and Eve rebelled in 
the Garden of Eden and ate of 
the forbidden fruit, they 
condemned all mankind to death.  
The wages of sin is death; 
therefore, the original sin we 
inherit from Adam, combined 
with the countless sins we 
personally commit, are, for every 
one of us, a death sentence.  
Unless Christ returns in our 
lifetime, we will all experience 
physical death, and most of us 
will undergo some level of 
tribulation as our bodies fail and 
life ebbs out of us. 
 

None of us wants to suffer, none 
of us wants to watch those we 
love suffer, yet very few of us 
will escape suffering in this 
lifetime.  Most of us will lose a 
dearly loved family member or 
friend.  Many of us will deal 
with the pain of a long illness 
that slowly saps us of our 
vitality.  While none of us like to 
dwell on it, death is a part of life, 
an unnatural termination of life 
caused by sin, and something we 
can’t avoid.  We all face it; many 
of us have already felt the 
grievous loss resulting from it 
and some of us are dealing with 
the inevitability of it right now. 
 
Thanks be to God that He sent 
His Son to die for us, to take on 

From  th e  Eld er                      Rick  Hi l st 

 

the punishment for our sin so that our 
death is only a physical death and not 
an eternal 
spiritual death.  
When Jesus 
died on the 
cross, God the 
Father took all 
His righteous 
wrath against 
sin, against the 
sins that you 
and I have 
committed, out 
on His dearly beloved Son.  By His 
atoning death on the cross, Christ 
took on this punishment from His 
Father that was rightfully ours and 
thereby exchanged His perfection, 
His holy, sinless, perfect life, for all 
our filth, for all our failures to obey 
God’s Law, for all our wickedness.  
Because of Christ’s sacrifice, our sins 
are forgiven, and we no longer face a 
future separated from God and 
suffering for eternity; instead, we can 
look forward to spending eternity 
with our Lord and Savior, with our 
fellow believers, with all the 
Heavenly host.  Truly, whatever 
suffering we undergo in this lifetime 
will pale when compared against the 
joys of the next. 
 
On the timeline of eternity, this 
lifetime is nothing more than a blip, 
an almost invisible line.  We last a 
few years and then are gone.  Indeed, 
even the entire 6,000-year history of 
the earth is nothing more than a hair-
thin line on this graph.  Eternity, on 
the other hand, stretches on and on, 
never ending.  Therefore, any 
suffering we encounter in this brief 
lifetime becomes insignificant; 
indeed, can hardly be seen when 
viewed along the timeline of eternity.  
This eternal perspective, this 
recognition that Heaven is our true 
home, that our life on earth is simply 
a short-term journey, enables us to 
recognize that any suffering we face 
in this lifetime simply isn’t very 
important.  What is important is 
where we, and all the people we love, 
even our enemies, will spend 
eternity! 
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Ki d s’  Co r ner       
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 
I. Comfort from God’s Loving 
 “This is the day that the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 
 
II. Find Joy in Small Things 
 “Everything God created 
is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving.” 1 Timothy 4:4 
 “He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things 
has been passed away.” 
Revelation 21:4 
 
III. Life is an Open Door 
 “See, I have placed before 
you an open door that no one 
shuts.” Revelation 3:8 
 
IV. God Is a Father Who Cares 
 “. . .and in the wilderness. 
There you saw how the Lord your 
God carried you, as a father 
carries his son, all the way you 
went until you reached this 
place.” Deuteronomy 1:31 
 
V. God As Your Guide 
 “Is anyone among you in 
trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone 
happy? Let them sing songs of 
praise.” James 5:13 
 
  Know God 
        Find Freedom 
   Discover Purpose 
  Make a Difference 
 
Lord Jesus, we thank You for the 
forgiveness of sins that You gave 
us at Calvary.  By Your Spirit, 
give us the power and the will to 
forgive others and treat them with 
kindness. Amen. 
 

 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 
 
 

Steward sh i p    Bobbi e  Scro ggi ns  

 

POWER AND LOVE 
 
We don’t often think of the words power and love together. Power can 
bring to mind the vast wind and waves of the ocean or mighty armies 
marching to battle. Power can cause fear. Love, on the other hand, can cre-
ate thoughts of beautiful scenes in nature or special times with loved ones. 
Love can cause peace.  
 
1 John 4:17-18: “This is how love is made complete among us so that we 
will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Je-
sus. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 
 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 
 
The day of judgment is that time when all people will appear before Christ 
and be held accountable for their actions. With God living in us through 
Christ, we have no reason to fear this day, because we have been saved 
from punishment. Instead, we can look forward to the day of judgment be-
cause it will mean the end of sin and the beginning of a face-to-face rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.  
 
1 John 4:19-21: “We love because he first loved us.  Whoever claims to 
love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love 
their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom 
they have not seen.  And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister.” 
 
Psalm 36:5-8: “Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithful-
ness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, your 
justice like the great deep. You, Lord, preserve both people and animals. 
How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your house; you 
give them drink from your river of delights.”  
 
In contrast to evil people and their wicked plots that end in failure, good 
will triumph. He is faithful, righteous and just. His love reaches to the 
heavens; his faithfulness reaches to the skies. His righteousness is as solid 
as mighty mountains, His judgments are as full of wisdom as the ocean 
with water (“the great deep”). We need not fear evil people because we 
know God loves us, judges evil, and will care for us throughout eternity.  
 
When the Last Day comes, God will come in power. Because we believe 
in Jesus, this power will not appear as judgment to be feared, but as love to 
be embraced. Eternal peace is ours.  
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 S OM E  O F  T H IS  &  S OM E  O F  T H A T  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I think this sums up our current status. 

 
What are God’s plans for us and Pastor Preus? 

 
One thing I can say for sure,  

 
God knows best. 

 
Stay tuned for the verdict that’s coming! 

 
Hopefully, we’ll be moving on with our ministry here at Ascension! 

 
God’s will be done. 

PULPIT-FILL PASTORS 

 
February Pastors 

 
February 5 - Rev. Gary Nagy 
 
February 12 - Rev. James Garnett 
 
February 19 - Rev. Doug DeWitt 
 
Ash Wednesday - Rev. Gaub 
 
February 26 - Rev. Richard Gaub 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  TRIP TO ISRAEL 
 

If you’ve ever dreamed or wanted 

to go on a trip to Israel with some 

other Lutherans and Pastor 

Bussman, now is your chance! 

 

The dates are September 1 to 

September 12, 2023 and details 

are available immediately! If you 

are interested, Pastor Bussman 

needs your name as soon as you 

decide, although the sooner, the 

better. He needs to nail down this 

part of the process so everyone 

can be assured of a space in time 

for the deadlines. 

 

His information is:  

revbussman@stpaulscullman.com 

 

(256) 734-3575 
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Fe bru ary  C ale nd ar  

 

 


