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Remember Voting January 8! 

A publication of Ascension Lutheran Church 

Schedule of Pastors for January and February, 2023 

    January 1 Pastor Gary Nagy 
 January 8 Pastor Christopher Clark (Cullman) 
 January 15  Pastor Doug DeWitt 
 January 22 Guest Pastor (Food for the Poor) with Elders 
 January 28 Pastor Gary Nagy 
 
 February 5 Pastor Gary Nagy  
 February 12 Pastor Richard Gaub (Cullman) 
 February 19 Pastor Doug DeWitt 
 February 26 Pastor James Garnett 
 
Pastor Garnett was working on a scaffold of his house and fell off, 
breaking three ribs in December. Hence, he is healing and will be back 
at Ascension the end of February, hopefully. We keep him and his 
family in our prayers; we pray God will keep him off of any more 
scaffolding jobs. 

What’s INSIDE 

 

     

The Rite of Installation of 

Officers will be held this 

Sunday, January 8, at both 

services. Three newly-

appointed officers (Cameron 

Lee, Austin Decker, Jennifer 

Hartwig) and eight returning 

officers will be acknowledged 

and installed by Pastor 

Christopher Clark.  

 

Immediately following the 

10:45 AM service, there will 

be a Congregational Meeting. 

Schedule for Missional Outreach for January, 2023 

 January 4 Regency 12:45 PM 
 January 11 HHR  10:15 AM 
 January 19 Regency 12:45 PM 
 January 25 HHR  10:15 AM 
 
 January 8, 15, 22, 29  HHR  9:45 AM 

 This Sunday, January 8, after the 10:45 AM 
service, there will be a meeting for the 
congregation to discuss and vote to extend a 
call to one of two candidates that the Call 
Committee has chosen. Everyone on our 
mailing list should have received their copies 
of PIF’s and Sets of these two men: 
 

Rev. Aaron Koch Rev. Mark Preus 
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Our Lord’s Story continues 
from his Birth as we celebrated 
it on December 25, to the 
Epiphany which we celebrate 
as the Wisemen travel from the 
East to find the King who was 
born in the City of David. Our 
Lord’s birth caused upheaval 
and turmoil, even as the Star 
still shone in the sky.  

 

The Star Proclaims  
the King Is Here  

 
The star proclaims the King is 
here; 
But, Herod, why this senseless 
fear? 
For He who offers heav’nly birth 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this 
earth. 
 
The eastern sages saw from far 
And followed on His guiding star; 
And, led by light, to light they 
trod 
And by their gifts confessed their 
God. 
 
LSB 399 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason 
Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

   Thank you to everyone who helped the children experience the joy of 
Christ’s birth! There were so many ‘man’ hours involved with the Sunday 
School Christmas program, with practice, preparation of costumes, meal, 
and clean-up after. Thank you to those who provided special music before 
the children’s program. Thank you to all who also provided gifts for the 
CDC children and staff. The Lord has blessed us to be a blessing to others. 
Let us always share the message of Christ’s love. 
 
A very special thank you to those ladies who “manned” the kitchen during 
the lapse of a cook over at the CDC. The team was headed by Linda 
Hirschbuehler. The remaining members of the fabulous five are Laura 
Ballentine, Judy Burhans, Marsha Carden, and Suzy Carder. Update on the 
cook - she didn’t pass her physical – so we are still looking! 
 
A personal thank you for your Christmas remembrances and gifts! This 
congregation has been and is such a blessing to me. I thank God for each of 
you! 

 

A Strange Way to Save the World 

“I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

—Jeremiah 29:11 
 

I don’t blame people for missing what happened in the small town of 
Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. Who would have thought that the Lord of 
heaven and earth would come into the world as a child born in a stable? 
We are about to close the book on 2022. Today you might find yourself 
remembering some of the triumphs and trials of the past year. Even if you 
have had some wonderful successes in the past twelve months, you can 
probably remember some low points, as well. 
 
As you enter a new year, I hope you can remember that God’s plans have 
always been to prosper His people. He can transform ordinary events and 
difficult trials into key moments that help his plans to prosper. He is not out 
to harm us, but the dark moments we experience can be part of the most 
important lessons to help us grow nearer to him. 
 
God has a way of saving his world that we may find hard to understand. He 
introduced his Son into the world and brought about our salvation in a way 
that could easily be overlooked—and yet he has changed the world, and his 
kingdom keeps growing. That same God comes into our lives and draws us 
into his plans for a hope-filled future! 
 
Lord, my life is in your hands. I praise you for the joys you have brought in 
the past year, and for the ways you refine me through the trials in my life. 

Prepare me to be part of your work in the year ahead. In Jesus, Amen. 

From the DCM     Carla Jo Peebles 

REFLECTIONS 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Jer%2029.11
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     Kids’ Corner  REFLECTIONS 

KIDS’ CORNER 
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Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Jesus Alone 

   “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no 

one can boast.”  
Ephesians 2:8-9  

 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 

Son.”  
John 3:16-18 

 
I watched a video last night on the current state of artificial 
intelligence (AI).  This video was both fascinating, in how much 
progress had been made in the development of AI, and scary. In that 

we are plowing ahead without fully realizing just how dangerous 
artificially intelligent beings could be (the Terminator movie trilogy is 
not that farfetched).  However, I want to focus on one part of what 

was covered in this video.  Fairly late in this lengthy video a young 
gentleman, probably in his thirties, indicated that he was very health 
conscious because he thought that his generation would be the first to 

successfully merge human beings with machines, hybrids if you will 
(cyborgs for the nerds, like me, out there), and that man would then be 
able to live indefinitely.  He envisioned a world in which these hybrid 

man-machine beings would leave the rest of mankind behind, 
relegating them to an unimportant status since their lives would still 
be ephemeral and their mental capabilities would be greatly 

diminished by comparison.  This vision was not a pipe dream; he fully 
expected that he would live forever (or close enough) as one of these 
man machines. 

Human beings playing God, and a future in which death, at least for 
those who have merged with machines, no longer occurs, is man 

playing God, can only end badly.  Our God is a 
jealous God.  If mankind believes that God will stand 
idly by while they engage in these activities, they are 

in for a rude awakening.  A recent survey indicated 
that 40% of Christians believe that we are nearing the 
end of time (or the rapture for those who believe in 

the rapture).  With man playing God, not just with AI 
but also with man-made genetic mutation of viruses, 
with man trying to control the climate by reducing 

carbon footprints, with man believing that science can 
save us, it’s easy to understand why so many Christians, myself 
included, believe the end is near. 

From the Elder     Rick Hilst 
 

 
Wise men traveled to find the 
newborn King and made a 
stop in Jerusalem, thinking 
they would find Him there. 
When Herod heard of the 
visitors, he immediately 
gathered his own 
knowledgeable people and 
Herod came up with a plan - 
he asked the wise men to 
return through Jerusalem on 
their way back to their own 
country after they had found 
this Child.  
 
Was it bad timing that Herod 
became a part of this 
“mission”? Was it luck that 
the wisemen didn’t go back 
through Jerusalem on their 
return trip? Was any of it - the 
killing of boys under two 
years of age; Herod’s rage; 
visits of angels - necessary? 
 
Scripture fulfilled: 
Matthew 1:19-21 
Matthew 2;12 
Matthew 2:13 
Matthew 2:19 
 
Luke 1:10-12 
Luke 2:8-10 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS 
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For all that is not known about 
Joseph, the man who was a 
guardian father to Jesus, he 
was one of those who had 
repeated visits from an angel to 
tell him what to do and where 
to go.  
 
Matthew 1:20 
 

Matthew 2:13: “Now when 
they had departed, behold, 
an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take 
the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to 
destroy him.”  
 
Matthew 2:18-20:  But when 
Herod died, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the 
child and his mother and go to 
the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child's life are 
dead.”  

 
Regardless of how the earth’s future plays out, our future rests on what God 
has done and not what mankind has, is, or will be doing.  Our future 
depends on God’s grace, His undeserved love and kindness towards us, 
epitomized by the humiliation, the suffering, the agony of Jesus becoming 
man, of Jesus being mercilessly whipped by Roman soldiers, of Jesus dying 
on a cross, an incredibly cruel way to end a life, all to take on our 
punishment, the payment for our sins, and to exchange His perfection, His 
sinless life, for our miserable lives full of sin and rebellion.  Our future 
depends on the faith that God has gifted us, a faith not obtained by our own 
actions, not acquired nor kept by our own will, but one that is a present 
from our Lord and Savior, one that we do not deserve, one for which we 
can take no credit.   
 
We are saved by God’s grace alone, by God’s gift of faith alone, by Jesus’ 
atoning death on the cross alone.  In no way are we dependent on mankind, 
in all his attempts at playing God, or on scientific advances.  Our trust is 
completely, and solely, in Jesus Christ, in what He has done and what He 
continues to do for us. 
 
Our future does involve bodies that last indefinitely, just ones that are spirit
-powered and not machine-powered.  Our future will be vastly superior to 
our current lives in every way imaginable and in ways we can’t yet 
imagine.  Our future will be one of eternal bliss in Heaven with our Lord 
and Savior, with our fellow believers, with all the heavenly host.  Our 
future will be infinitely better than any envisioned man-machine future 
could possibly be. 
 

From the Elder  (Continued)   Rick Hilst 

REFLECTIONS 
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 Jessica Juron  01/02  Betty Fischer  01/15 

 Quintin Thies  01/05  AnQuenette Gehring 01/16 

 John Ogles  01/06  Bob Smith  01/18 

 Roberta Willenberg 01/06  Carolyn Charnock 01/21 

 Patti Daily  01/09  Joanne Hildreth 01/22 

 Glen Charnock 01/10  Al Ogles  01/26 

 

 

 

   

  Tim & Leslie Hurst  01/03 

 

  Jerry & Lynne Heape  01/20 

 

Our deepest sympathy goes 
out to Gwen Beckles and her 
family on the death of her 
husband , Alphonso, on 
December 29, 2022. 
 
His funeral service will be 
held this coming Saturday, 
January 7, at 11:00 AM.  
 

Abide with Me  
 
Abide with me, fast falls the 
eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, 
with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and 
comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide 
with me. 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before 
my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and 
point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and 
earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide 
with me. 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

LSB 878 

REFLECTIONS 
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Nunc Dimittis 
 Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting 
for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. And it had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ. And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, 
and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the 
Law, he took him up in his arms 
and blessed God and said, 

 “Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
3for my eyes have seen 
your salvation 
     that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 
 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 

Luke 2:25-32 

Smooth Talkers 

“For these are rebellious people, deceitful children, 
    children unwilling to listen to the Lord’s instruction. 

They say to the seers, 
    “See no more visions!” 

and to the prophets, 

    “Give us no more visions of what is right! 
Tell us pleasant things, 

    prophesy illusions.” 

Isaiah 30:9-10 

Sometimes we Christians want to hear, almost exclusively, how easy and 
effortless the Christian life is supposed to be. We, too, often bristle at words 
like discipline, obedience, duty and effort. We tend to like teachers who do 

not prophesy to us what is right, but instead tell us what we want to hear. 
As St. Paul teaches us, “For the time will come when people will not put up 

with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want 
to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 

myths.” 2 Timothy 4:3-4, 

Many teachers, speakers and writers talk about the pursuit of knowledge, 
but often, they don’t want knowledge; they want power. Such people won’t 

listen to sound doctrine; instead, they turn their ears away from the truth 
and turn aside to myths. You can see this everywhere—from liberal 
churches so university campuses. People claiming to have a bit more 

enlightenment than what the Bible has to say; people claiming to improve 
God’s Word. Such people have several things in common: (1) They do not 
tolerate the truth; they have no interest in the truth. They  have no interest 
or respect for absolute truth or any standard for judgment. (2) They reject 

truth for sensationalism. They want truth that fits their situation and makes 
sense for them. What they feel, what works for them. What seems 
compelling—that is their truth and they claim an absolute right to it. No one 

should even attempt to tell them differently. (3) They gather viewpoints to 
suit their selfish desires. Although they profess objectivity, their only 
defense for their viewpoint is that those viewpoints suit their desires.  

Psalm 89:20-29:  

20 I have found David my servant; 

    with my sacred oil I have anointed him. 
21 My hand will sustain him; 

    surely my arm will strengthen him. 
22 The enemy will not get the better of him; 

    the wicked will not oppress him. 
23 I will crush his foes before him 

    and strike down his adversaries. 
24 My faithful love will be with him, 

From Stewardship   Bobbie Scroggins 

REFLECTIONS 
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and through my name his horn will be exalted. 
25 I will set his hand over the sea, 

    his right hand over the rivers. 
26 He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father, 

    my God, the Rock my Savior.’ 
27 And I will appoint him to be my firstborn, 

    the most exalted of the kings of the earth. 
28 I will maintain my love to him forever, 

    and my covenant with him will never fail. 
29 I will establish his line forever, 

    his throne as long as the heavens endure.  

In verse 24, David is promised to have God’s power to accomplish 

God’s will. Without God’s help, we are weak and powerless, 
inadequate for even the simplest spiritual tasks. But when we are filled 
with God’s Spirit, His power flows through us and our 

accomplishments will exceed our expectations.  

The world described in Isaiah 29:24, a world under Christ’s rule, will 
be far different from the one we live in, today. There will be no more 
violence or gloom. This new world will be characterized by joy, 

understanding, justice and praise to God. 

In our culture, it seems that many people want to hear only what suits 
their passions. Isaiah warns us not to follow suit, however. Repent. 
Know that the Lord’s promise will prevail in this time. Ask His help 

that you might desire His instruction for your good. And trust in His 
redemptive message of Christ on the cross, who died so that we may 
have forgiveness and salvation. 

Lord Jesus, help Your pastors to teach us the instructions and truth 

found in Holy Scripture and encourage us to thrive in obedience to 
Your instructions, empowered by Your Word and Sacraments. Amen. 

Wishing you mercy, peace and love in abundance in 2023! 

 

 

Stewardship (Continued)   Bobbie Scroggins 
 

Jesus was not a typical preteen. 
There’s not much about his 
childhood after the Flight from 
Egypt and back, but when we get 
to see His life again, He’s on his 
way to Jerusalem to the Temple 
for Passover, and what did He do 
in His spare time when the 
sacrifices were over? He read the 
Word and studied the writings 
with the leaders of the 
Synagogue. His knowledge blew 
the older men away. . . . . . 

 

“And when the feast was ended, 
as they were returning, the boy 

Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not 

know it,  but supposing him to be 
in the group they went a day's 
journey, but then they began to 

search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, and 
when they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem, searching 

for him. After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them 
questions. And all who heard 

him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. 
And when his parents saw him, 
they were astonished. And his 
mother said to him, “Son, why 

have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great 

distress.” And he said to 
them, “Why were you looking for 

me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father's house?” 

And they did not understand the 
saying that he spoke to them.” 

Luke 2:43-50 

REFLECTIONS 
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